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orpINANCE /P86

AN ORDINANCE related to unit price regulation; allowing additional units of measure for unit
pricing; revising the manner in which unit prices are computed and displayed; and
amending Sections 7.12.010, 7.12.020, 7.12.030, 7.12.040, and 7.12.050 of the Seattle

‘Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, unit prices displayed in grocery retailers provide information necessary for
consumers to make value comparisons; and

WHEREAS revisions to the City’s Unit Price Code (SMC Chapter 7.12) are desirable to
 maintain consistency with the Uniform Unit Pricing Regulatlons adopted by the National
Conference on Weights and Measures; and

WHEREAS, the proposed revisions will provide more flexibility for the grocery industry in unit
pricing practices, and simplify compliance by retailers with the Unit Price Code; NOW,
THEREFORE, .

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 7.12.010 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

7.12.010 Definitions.

‘As used in this chapter, unless the context indicates otherwise:

A " A1
v

Seetion7-12:030-))

(B))A. "City Sealer" means The City of Seattle Sealer of Weights and Measures or his
authorized égent.

((€))B. "Consumer" means any person who purchases consumer commodities at retail.

(B))C. "Consumer commodity" means any article, product, or commodity of any kind

or class produced or distributed for retail sale, for consumption by individuals or for use by .
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individuals for purposes of personal care, or in the performance of personal care, or in the
performance of services rendered within the household, and which is used or expended in the
course of such consumption.

((B))D. "Convenience store" means any grocery store or grocery department which as a
regular business practice displays or offers for sale at the same time only one (1) brand and one
(1) package size for at least ninety percent (90%) of the consumer commodities which are
offered for sale at such store or department and Which are designated in Section 7.12.030.

(BE)E. "Gourmet or exotic food" means a consumer commodity which is not commonly
or widely used, is the sole item of the type sold, or has such special, distinct, unusual, or unique
features, that price is of minor coﬁsideration to the purchaser.

((G))E. "Grocery store" or "grocery department" means any retail establishment or
department thereof, selling food and food-related consumer commodities, the gross receipts from
which constitute more than fifty percent (50%) of its business. |

((H)G. "Seller" means any person, by himself, or by his servant or agent, or as the
servant or agent of another, who sells consumer commodities at retail at a grocery store or
grocery department.

(®)H. "Unit price" means the retail price of a consumer commodity expressed ih terms
of the retail price of such commodity per such unit of net weight, standard measure, or standard

number of units as provided in this chapter.
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Section 2. Section 7.12.020 of the Seatltle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

7.12.020 Unit pricing required in grocery stores and grocery departments.

It is unlawful for any grocery store, grocery department, or seller thérein, who or which
sells, offers for sale, or displays for sale consumer commodities designated in Section 7.12.030
to fail to disclose to the consumer the appropriate unit price for such commodities as provided by
this chabter. The price disclosed shall be the pfice at which the consumer commodity is being

sold at the time of purchase, and shall be referred to in any advertising or other display ((enly))

as the unit price. ((

Section 3. Section 7.12.030 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:
7.12.030‘ Commodities to be unit priced.

((A=)) The following groups of consumer commodities as defined in this chapter shall be

unit priced as provided in this chapter in the appropriafe ((untt-of-measure)) terms for unit pricing |
established by the City Sealer in accordance herewith:

A. All packaged consumer commodities that are meant for consumption as food by

individuals:

B. Pet food, pet litter and pet bedding;

C. Paper based household products and other food wrappings or bags of any composition;

and
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D. Laundry and cleaning products.
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Section 4. Section 7.12.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

7.12.040 ((Units-of measureto-be-used)) Terms for Unit Pricing,

A. ((The-City-Sealershall determine-as-to-all)) For consumer commodities required to be
unit priced, the appropriate ((standard-unit-of-measare-whieh)) terms for unit pricing shall be the

same for all package sizes in which ((a-cemmedity-is)) like commodities are sold or ((available))

offered for sale, ((and—shall—bebased—&pen—&p&éal sizes-or-quantities-of such-commodities-and))

consistent with the following:
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sys{eﬁmsq&afe—me{er—émgﬁ))

1. Price per kilogram or one hundred (100) grams, or price per pound or ounce, if the net

quantity of contents of the commodity is in terms of weight.

2. Price per liter or one hundred ( 100) milliliters, or price per dry quart or dry pint, if the net

quantity of contents of the commaodity is in terms of dry measure or volume.

3, Price per liter or one hundred (100) milliliters, or price per gallon, quart, pint, or fluid

ounce, if the net quantity of contents of the commodity is in terms of liquid volume,

4. Price per individual unit or multiple units if the net quantity of contents of the commodity

is in terms of count,
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. 5. Price per square meter, square decimeter, or square centimeter, or price per square vard,

square foot, or square inch, if the net quantity of contents of the commaodity is in terms of

2835-srams-or-less-shall-net-be-required-to-be-unit-prieed;)) If the net contents of different brands

and/or package sizes of a consumer commodity are expressed in more than one unit of measure, the

retail establishment shall use only one term for unit pricing all items of the consumer commodity.

C. When metric units appear on the consumer commodity in addition to other units of

measure, the retail establishment may include both units of measure on any stamps, tags, labels,

signs or lists.

D. Commodities shall be exempt from unit pricing requirements when:

1. Packaged in quantities of less than twenty—eight (28) grams (one (1) ounce) or twenty-

nine (29) milliliters (one (1) fluid ounce), or when the total rétail_ price is Fifty Cents ( $.SQ)
or less;

2. Onlv one brand in one package size is offered for sale in a particular retail establishment;

3. Selling infant formula, in which case the unit price may be based on the reconstituted

volume. “Infant formula” means a food that is represented for special dietary use solely as a

food for infants by reason of its simulation of human milk or suitability as a complete or

partial substitute for human milk;

4. Determined by the City Sealer to be a gourmet or exotic food as defined in this chapter: of
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5. Determined by the City Sealer to be a Combination or Variety Package as defined in

SMC Sections 7.04.305 and 7.04.310, respectively, as such sections may be amended from

time to time, or any successor to those sections.

- Section 5. Section 7.12.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

7.12.050 ((Cemputation-to-nearest-one-hundredth-of-ene-cent)) Computation of unit

price.

purpeses:))

A. The unit price shall be stated to the nearest cent when the unit price is One Dollar ($1.00)

Oor more.
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B. When the unit price is less than One Dollar ($1.00), it shall be stated either to the tenth of

one cent or to the whole cent, but not both. The retail establishment shall use the same method of

rounding up or down when computing the unit price.

Section 6. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after
its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days
after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the wﬁ}day of 1 L4, 2005, and signed by me in

open session in authentication of its passage this ng day of , 2005.

%QM

#he City Council

13 Say
Approved by me this 38 % day of

City gfer}i’ ’ fl ]
!. et 4

10
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
l Executive Administration l Craig Leisy/6-1296 | Eve Sternberg/6-1119
Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE related to unit price regulation; allowing additional units of measure for unit
pricing; revising the manner in which unit prices are computed and displayed; and amending
Sections 7.12.010, 7.12.020, 7.12.030, 7.12.040, and 7.12.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

e Summary of the Legislation:
The legislation revises the City’s Unit Price Code (SMC Chapter 7.12). The City of Seattle
was one of the first to adopt a Unit Price Code, in 1972. The proposed Code revisions
reflect contemporary industry practices. The list of specific consumer products to which
SMC Ch. 7.12 applies is replaced by broad product categories (SMC 7.12.030). This will
simplify compliance with the Unit Price Code. Additionally, the allowable terms used by
retailers to establish unit prices are expanded and clarified, while ensuring uniformity of unit
price terms within a product category (SMC 7.12.040). The manner in which unit prices are
computed and displayed are revised to make the Unit Price Code consistent with current
retail practices (SMC 7.12.050).

e Background:
The City regulates unit pricing in grocery stores and grocery departments, through the

Consumer Affairs Unit of the Department of Executive Administration. Unit pricing
provides standard measures in the pricing of various commodities that allow consumers to
make value comparisons of the products they buy. The marketplace changes over time and
it is in the City’s interest to reflect those changes in its own Unit Price Code. The proposed
revisions will provide more flexibility for the grocery industry in unit pricing practices, and
simplify compliance by retailers with the Unit Price Code. For example, each grocery store
chain can use whatever terms for unit pricing that work best with their shelf tagging
program. This change recognizes that consumers make price comparisons between products
within a particular store, rather than between different stores. The provisions of SMC Ch.
7.12 will remain mandatory for Seattle businesses, while practical exemptions found in the
current Code will be retained.

Other proposed changes include the addition of certain exemptions which will make the
City’s Unit Price Code consistent with Uniform Unit Pricing Regulations adopted by the
National Conference on Weights and Measures. DEA proposes to eliminate the requirement
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for retailers to post signs explaining unit pricing methods, as a result of increased consumer
awareness of unit pricing methods.

The Unit Price Code imposes regulations on the practices of local businesses. Therefore, the
proposed revisions will not have a fiscal impact for the City.

X This legislation does not have any financial implications.

GLERy)
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Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor
Office of the Mayor

June 14, 2005

Honorable Jan Drago
President

Seattle City Council
City Hall, 2" Floor

Dear Council President Drago:

I'am pleased to transmit the attached proposed Council Bill, which will revise the City’s Unit Price
Code, provide more flexibility for the grocery industry in unit pricing practices, and simplify
compliance by retailers.

Unit pricing provides standard measures in the pricing of various commodities that allow consumers,
to make value comparisons of the products they buy. Revisions to the Unit Price Code are necessary
to maintain consistency with the Uniform Unit Pricing Regulations adopted by the National

- Conference on Weights and Measures, and to remain current with changes in the marketplace.

The revisions authorized through this Bill will make it easier for retailers to implement the City’s
Unit Price Code. Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. Should you have questions,
please contact Ken Nakatsu at 684-0505 or Craig Leisy at 386-1296.

Mayor of Sgattle

cc: Honorable Members of the Seattle City Council

600 Fourth Avenue, 7™ Floor, P.O. Box 94749, Seattle, WA 98124-4749
Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811 Fax: (206) 684-5360, E:mail: mayors.office @seattle.gov
An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request.




STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY

--88S.

188516 No.
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office mamtalned at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed

notice, a
CT:121861 ORDINANCE
was published on

08/01/05

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $ 357.75, which amount

has been paid in full. ?

Subscnbed sworn to before me on

os/m/osQH/// m /7

Notary puth for the\S(tate of Washington,
residing in Seattle




State of Washington, King County

ORDINANCE 121861

AN ORDINANCE related to unit price
regulation; allowing additional units of
measure for unit pncmg, revising the man-
ner in which unif prices are computed and

“displayed; and amending Sections 7.12.010,
7.12.020, 7.12.030, 7.12,040, and 7.12.050 of
the Seattle Mumcxpal Code.

WHEREAS, unit prices displayed in gro-
cery retailers prowde information necessary
for consiimers to make value comparisons;
and

WHEREAS, revisions to the City's &

Unit Price Code (SMC Chapter 7.12) are

desirable to maintain consistency with the

Uniform Unit Pricing Regiilations adopted

by the National Conference on Weights and
‘Measures; and

WHEREAS, the proposed revisions will
provide more ﬂexlbxhty for the grocery indus-
try in unit pricing practices; and simplify
compliance by retailers with the Unit Price
Code; NOW, THEREEORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF
SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 7.12.010 of the Seattle
Municipal Code is hereby amended as fol-
lows:

7.12.010 Definitions,

As uged in this chapter; unless the con-
text indicates otherwige:

((A—.—"Geqtrgl—mtehouse"—meamthrpﬁ-
mary-andprineipalsotureeof supply foro-par-
ool 4 :

Pt 2 Ty "

pup ; 3 eidet dori ¢
sole-item-of thetype nold:]

en—fooda—excly ared City Clerk.
o i ) DPohlieation ordered by JUDITH PIPPIN,
! City Clerk.
(13- Cheetes; prepared-party dipsrprer . Diate of publication in the Seattle Dally\

pared salads; prepared salad dressingsand  Journal of Commerce, August 1, 2005.
toppings; and derivatives thereof)) 8/1(188516)_

(34 Bottled and canned seafood, seafood l
productsand imitationsthereots)) i
i&—Be%&Ied—an&eﬁnned—me&—meat—pmd—
ﬁeté(—&nd-fthwns-ehereef‘))

((E—Betﬂe&ﬂdmne&pe&bryrpo&}ﬂy |
productsand imitationsthereefd)) f

((H—Gamc&—botﬁed—pachged—an&*pre-
 pared-baby foods))

(18- Bottled-and canned soupss))
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!

ﬂd—hetbe‘))
((20-Pet-foeds))
((%—%ﬂet—-ﬁsaue—papertowe}s—paper

|

mn—ahe&papertndmtact—paper))
((ﬂmwdfy—ﬂd—demwm

ﬂ

hoi&c}ea—mngpmdﬂctr))

((23-Air fresheners disinfeetants waxes;
hﬁﬁsehﬁ*d'pﬂ}ﬁhesﬂ'nd-pd-ﬁhfemm‘))

((%Geffee-tea——ﬂ-nd—meea—oreheee}ﬂe—
t-hereoﬁ))
((25-—Pcmdered—and—m’mnt-dnnk—pmd-

((%—S%h—ebherem&mereommodmes-as ‘
Rﬂﬂ!‘g—ﬁrbﬁrm&n—r—te—n-ny—of-&h&ebeve—)) !

|

) ‘

_ Section 4. Section 7.12.040 of the Seattle
{vlumclpal Code is hereby amended as fol-|
owe: i

7.12.040 ((
uged)) Terms for Unit Pricing.

A (C t
to-all)) For consumer commodities requued
ta be 1init priced, the appropnate (G

OF injt
ing shall be the same for all pgckage sxzes
in which (¢ lik

like commodities
are sold or ((available)) gggre d for sale, ((and

) consisten{
with the following: |

((Typeof Commodity Hnit of Measure)) |
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Bond)) ffidavxt

((B—Gommediﬂes—wimse—net—qtmhey—ys
expressed-th-unitsof Hyitid ounces, quarts
or-gallona-=Hint)) : |
 ((8-—Commodities-whose net-quantityis
dred-items))
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we ters &
ounce), or when the total retail price ig Fifty
Cents (3.50) or Jess: .

e gize ig

offered for sale in a particular retail eatab. |
lishment;

3. Selling infant for;

the unit price may be based on the reconati:
tuted volume. “Infant formula” meansa food |
that is represented for special dietary uge |

nts by reason of its

8solely as a food for infa

simulation of Ruman milk or suitability ag

a complete or partial substitute for humar |
milk;
4. Determined by the Cj

Section 5. Section 7.12.050 of the Seattle
Municipal Code is hereby amended as fol: |
OWSs:

712,050 ((

Computation of unit Price.

WMMM
MWW |

A. The unit price ghall be stated to the
nearest dent when the unit price is One
Dollar (§1.00) or more. : |

tenth of one cent or to the whole cent

: B. When the unit price ia legs than One |
Dollar (31.00), it shall be stated either to the!

bt not

both. The retail establishment shall uge the

same method of rounding up or down when |
B8 computing the unit price. i
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effect a
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nd be in

This ordinance shall take:
force thirty (30) days from |
er its approval by the Mayor. but if not

approved and returned by the Mayor within |

ten (10) days after presentation
effect ag
1,04.020

+it shall take |
provided by Municipal Code Section [

Passed by the City Council the 11th day |

of July, 2005, and gigned by me'in o
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pen ge- |

al unit or multiple




((B)D. “Convenience store” means an

ny ihe
grocery atore or grocery department which :

as a regular business practice displays or
offers for gale at the same time only one (1)
brand and one (1) package size for at least
ninety percent (90%) of the consumer com-
modities which: are offered for sale at such

store or department and which are designat: .

ed in Section 7.12.030.
(F)E:

“Gourmet or exotic food” means:a

consumer commodity which'is not:commonly -

or widely used;:is the sole item of the type
sold, or has such special; distinct; uniugual;
or unique featires, that price is of minor con-
sideration to the purchaser.

(). “Grocery store” or “grocery depart-
iment” means:any retail establishment or
department thereof; gelling food: and food-
related consumer commodities, the gross
receipta from which:constitute more than
fifty percent (50%) of its business.

((H)G. “Seller” means any persgon, by
himself, or by his servant or agent, or as the
servant or agent of another, who sells con-
sumer commodities at retail at a grocery
gtore or grocery department..

(()H. “Unit price” means the retail price

of & consumer commodity expressed in‘terms

. of ‘the: retail price of such commodity per

such: unit of net weight, standard measure,

of ataridard number of units as provided in
thig chapter.

Section 2: Section 7.12.020 of the Seattle
Municipal’ Code is hereby amended as fol-
:lows:

7.12.020 Unit pricing required in gro-
cery'stores and grocery departments.

It is unlawful for any gracery store, gro-
cery department, or seller therein, who or
¢ which sells; offers for sale, or diaplays for sale
conaimer commodities designated in Section
7.12.030 to fail to discloge to the consumer
“the appropriate unit price for such commod:
' ities as provided by this chapter. The price
" disclosed shall be the price at which the con-
| siimér commodity ig being sold at the time
of purchase; and shall be referred to in any
- advertising or other display ((only)) as the
unit’ price. ¥ '

City Sealerby regiiation consiatentwiththis
ehapter))
Section 8. Section 7.12.030 of the Seattle

Municipal Code is hereby amended as fol-

lows:

7.12.030 Commodities to be unit
spriced.

(A=) The following groups of consumer
commodities ined i ig ter shall
be unit priced as provided in this chapter in

~ the appropriate ((unit-ef measure)) terms for
unit’pricing established by the City Sealerin:
accordance herewith: :

A.All-packaged consumer commodities
that are meant: f i 0
individuals;

B. Pet food, pet litter and pet bedding;

C..Paper based household products and
other food wrappings or bags of any compo-

fions and

D. Laiindry and cleaning products.

((r—eer?a}sg-iﬂqlﬂd-ing—eddr&rieﬁre'
paredp o -eereatss))

((2—~Crains—mealsricerfentilapastas;

or

v 7
food i h
foods sueh-pr

ueta-thereofs))
3—Frozen-bottied-and-canned vegeta-
((' I tall A 5‘ a a

Liatilad

o

1 1
or-oy-proa

Il

bieg; B Produx

and-eanned-sauces derived-there-from:))

eanned-sauces-derived-there-froms))
o (E ning; s

thereof;) ding

((Haekqgedrpaﬁneﬂ—aﬂ&-bﬁﬂeﬁ‘?ﬁ"
i . . B ] g. ' - o
and-dessert-mixes))

(7€ ol SR
(SD and
) i

silod 6

Y AR P

ited to-gravies-dessert -
((-Instant food preduets including but

dered—mﬁk—aﬂd—hq&kd-é!eﬂeoée‘)) :
((9-Canned-and-bottled-iams; jellies; pre-

the col

i B
4. Price per individual unit ot multiple
Unita if the net quantity of contents of the |
commodity Is in terms of count.

5. Price per square meter, square decime-
ter, or square centimeter; or price per square
yard, square foot, or square inch, if the net
‘quantity of contents of the commodity igin |
termsof area: \

B. ((?gqvﬁed,—e‘mmdmee—whiehﬂs#
°*’eg (Eﬁﬂlﬁtq‘ﬂé "“”ee’*. one (]9 ]"]"”ee]” ot d“P"”] |
to-be unit-priceds)) If the net contents of dif: |
farent brands and/or package aizes of a con- |
sumer commpodity are expressed in more than
one unit of measure, the retail establishment
hall uge only one term for unit pricing all |

items of the congumer commodity.
C. When metric units appear on the con-
gumer commodity in addition to other units

of measure, the retajl establishment may
include both units of measur it

include both tinits of measure on any stamps. .
tags, labels, Bigns or lists, !
D. Commodities shall be exempt from unit \‘

ici irement : |

1. Packaged in gtiantitieé of less 'than!
twenty-eight (28) grams (one 1) ounce) or

-nine T |
gunce Wi the to A4 ! |
Cents ($.50) or less: |

2. Only one brand in one package size i
offered for sale in a particular retail estab-
lishment; :

3. Selling infant formula, in which case |
the unit price may be baged on the reconati- |
tuted voliime, “Infant formula” means a food |
that is representea for special dietary use
solely as a food for infants by reason of its |
simulation of human milk or suitability as |
a complete or partial substitute for human :
mitk;

4. Determined by the City Sealer to be |
2 gourmet or exotic food ag defined in thia
chapter; or :
et i by the Cit. eq
Combination or Variet i i i
cti 04,3 2
time to time, or any successor to those gec: )
(€= Provi ery o any it
; ned;4 3 i

Section 6. Section 7.12.050 of the Seattle
?/[unicipal Code is hereby amended ag fol- |
ows:

7.12-.050 ((Gompmﬁon—ho—nem)‘;

Computation of unit price.

((The-unit-price disclosed-shall be com-
pited-to-the nearestone-hundredth of ene
cent{5-0001) and)) :

((A—H-computed-tobebetweenone-hun-

onecentrinclusiveof both-figures; shali be
cent($:001)for dispiay purposes)))
((Hcompute&-ta-bebptweeﬂhe'hﬂh' i
dredtheof "’"‘ cent ’E ’]’d 1’“;’? '*’“"d"’et*’]‘i ]°f
t 8
A. The unit price shall be stated to the

neareat cent when the unit price id One
Dollar ($1.00):0r more. :

B. When the unit price is Jess than One !
Dollar {$1.00); it shall be stated either to the |

Tenth of one cent or to the whole centhut not.
both. The retail establishment shall uge the

game method of rounding up or down when

alad computing the unit price.

Section 6. This ordinance shall take
effect and be in force thirty (30) days from
and after ita approval by the Mayor, but if not.|
approved and retirned by the Mayor within;
ten (10) days after presentation, it shall take
effelftb ;% ‘provided by Municipal Code Section |
1.04. ; e

Passed by the City Council the 11th day |
of July, 2005, and signed by me in open ses-
asion inauthentication of its passage this 11th
day of July, 2005.

JANDRAGO, |

President of the City Council. {

serves—syrupshoney-and-honey-procuets; Approved by me this 18th day of July,
and-derivatives-thereof- but-exciuding-hone 2005, , i
eycomby)). - GREGORY J. NICKELS, i
((20-Peanut-butters)) Mayor. : i
((t1-Packaged-foode not heretofore Filed by me this 21at day of July, 2005.
sino dricd andcandiedfruit)) | (Seal) JUDITH PIPPIN,



