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ORDINANCE /5/583

AN ORDINANCE relating to the election pamphlet provided to City voters; amending Chapter
2.14 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the issue of whether candidates’
campaign statements may discuss their opponent(s) is best left to the Fthics and
Elections Commission to regulate pursuant to its rulemaking authority; NOW
THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Effective through December 31, 2004, Section 2.14.020 of the Seattle
Municipal Code is amended as follows:

2.14.020 Material on propositions and initiatives.

A. Measures shall appear in the election pamphlet in the order in which they appear on
the sample ballot.

B. The identification by serial number and ballot title shall precede the explanatory
statement on a measure; and the explanatory statement shall precede the arguments for and
against passage. The names of the members of a committee which prepares an argument shall
follow it.

C. Arguments in favor of passage shall precede those against it. Whenever practical,
the arguments for and against passage shall be placed side-by-side on facing pages.

D. The text of a measure may accompany the arguments on the measure or appear in a
separate section of the pamphlet.

E. Each argument on a measure shall contain a principal statement and, where an

opposing argument is made, a rebuital. The principal statement may be ((shal-net-exeeed))
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((four-hundred-(4003})) two hundred (200) words but not longer. and the rebuttal may be ((shah

not-exeeed)) ((ene-hundred-ffy-(150))) seventy-five (75) words but not longer.

F. No obscene, profane, libelous, or defamatory matter, or language which may impair
the circulation of the election pamphiet through the mails shall be accepted.

Section 2. Effective through December 31, 2004, Section 2.14.060 of the Seattle
Municipal Code is amended as follows:

2.14.060 Candidates' sabmissions.

A. To participate in the election pamphlet, a candidate shall file with the Executive
Director (1) a photograph taken within the past two (2) years and (2) a campaign statement. The
filing shall be in the form and within the deadlines established by rules promulgated pursuant to
Section 2.14.100. The candidate may also submit an address, phone number, e-mail address, and
web address for publication in the election pamphlet that the public may use in communicating
with the candidate or the candidate's political committee.

B. The photograph shall show the candidate's face, or face, neck and shoulders in the
manner of a portrait. It shall exclude other images, such as the candidate's hands, anything held
in the candidate's hands, or other people. The candidate shall not wear a uniform or hat or bear
an insignia. The background shall be plain. The photograph shall be of a size or quality suitable
for reproduction. Informal snapshots, cartoons, caricatures, or images that do not accurately
portray the candidate shall be rejected.

C. The candidate's statement ((shall-net-exeeed-)) may be ((fourhundred-(469))) one
hundred fifty (150) words but not longer. No obscene, profane, libelous or defamatory matter, or

language, which may impair circulation of the pamphlet through the mail, shall be accepted. ((A
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Section 3. Effective Jannary 1, 2005, Subsection 2.14.020 E of the Seattle Municipal
Code is amended as follows:
2.14.020 Material on propositions and initiatives.
sk
E. Each argument on a measure shall contain a principal statement and, where an

opposing argument is made, a rebuttal. The principal statement may be ((twe-hrundred-200)))

four hundred (400) words but not longer and the rebuttal may be one hundred fifty (150)

((seventy-five75))) words but not longer.

Hekok

Section 4. Effective January 1, 2005, Subsection 2.14.060 C of the Seattle Municipal
Code is amended as follows:
2.14.060 Candidates' submissions.

sk

C. The candidate's statement may be ({ene-hundred-ffy-(1-50))) four hundred (400)

words but not longer. No obscene, profane, libelous or defamatory matter, or language, which

may impair circulation of the pamphlet through the mail, shall be accepted.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after

its approval by the Mayor, but if this ordinance is not approved and returned by the Mayor
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within ten (10) days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section:

11.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the 2.4 o dayof Jv L3 , 2004, and signed by me in
open session in authentication of its passage thls o e day of TV oL ¢ , 2004.
/ / of the City Councﬂ

v

Gregory LT Ckels Mayor Q\;:
/A ﬁ “"%}*ﬂ‘:%' “

& LM City Cler

\‘J

(Seal)
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Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
| Ethics and Elections | Polly Grow / 5-1248 | Thomas Dunlap / 6-9120 |

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to the election pamphlet provided to City voters;
amending Chapter 2.14 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

e Summary of the Legislation:

Reduce maximum length of Candidate Statements in the Seattle Voters Pamphlet from 400

to 150 words or less. Reduce the maximum length of Ballot Issue Pro and Con
Statements from 400 to 200 words or less. Reduce the maximum length of Rebuttal
statements from 150 to 75 words or less. The Seattle Ethics and elections Commission
has already reduced the statement limits to these numbers through administrative rule,
beginning with the 2004 pamphlets. This is consistent with the existing SMC which
says the various statements “shall not exceed” a given number of words, and gives the
Commission the authority to make rules to govern the pamphlet. The Commission rules
in 2004 for the first time set a lower limit within the upper bound permitted by
ordinance. The proposed legislation would reduce the theoretical cap to what is
presently allowed by Commission rule.

¢ Background: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and
include record of previous legislation and funding history, if applicable):

We are proposing the changes to SMC 2.14.020, and 2.14.060 for two reasons: 1) we have
received feedback from candidates and ballot issue committees questioning the length of
Seattle’s voters’ pamphlet statements compared to other jurisdictions in King County;
and 2) in light of budget cutbacks, this is an amenable way to achieve our budget goal.

e Please check one of the following:

X __ This legislation does not have any financial implications.

The financial implications resulting from the actions proposed in this legislation were described
in the fiscal note attached to Ordinance No.121430, adopted by the City Council on
March 29, 2004, and signed by the Mayor on April 8, 2004.




City of Seattle

Ethics and Flections Commission

June 7, 2004

Honorable Jan Drago, President
Seattle Caty Councli

City Hall 2™ Floor

600 4™ Avenue

Seatile, WA 98104

Dear Council President Drago:

Attached please find the Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission’s recommended revisions to the
Election Pamphiet Code. The proposed recommendations will:

Reduce Candidate Statements in the Seattle Voters Pamphlet from 400 to 150 Words or Less.
Reduce the Ballot Issue Pro and Con Statements from 400 to 200 words or less. Reduce Rebuttal
statements from 150 to 75 words or less. We are proposing the changes to SMC 2.14.020, and
2.14.060 for two reasons: 1) we have received feedback from candidates and ballot issue committees
guestioning the length of Seattle’s voters’ pamphlet statements compared to other jurisdictions in King
County; and 2) in light of budget cutbacks, this is an amenable way to achieve our budget goal.

An informal survey by the SEEC staff of other King County jurisdictions that publish voters pamphilets
found that, on average, candidates are allowed from 150 to 300 words apiece in their candidate
statements. Ballot issues are allowed 200" words for the pro and con statements and 75 words for rebuttal
statements. Over the years, several committees have commented fo SEEC siaff that they feel compelied
to use up all the space allotted even though, in their eyes, a shorter statement might be more appropriate.

Meet Budget Reduction Goals: Because the number of candidates and ballot issues appearing in the
voters’ pamphlet varies from election to election, an exact figure for any given year is not estimable.
However, the proposed change would have resulted in an average savings of $10,000 per year over the
last three years. Please note that this reduction in our appropriation is already included in Ordinance
121430, Subsection 2.38. The Commission has by rule instituted this reduction, within the upper limit
presently set by ordinance, effective with the voters’ pamphlet for the September 2004 election.

If you have guestions about this proposed legislation, please contact Polly Grow at 5-1248. Thank you for
your consideration.

Sincereiy,

HarEey Anders
Executive Director

! Municipal Incorporation measures allowed proponents and opponents 500 words apiece. Rebuttals are limited to
75 words.

5

700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 4010, PO Box 94729, Seattle, WA 98124-4729
Tel: (206) 684-8500, Fax: (206) 684-8590, E-Mail: ethicsandelections @seattle.gov, Web: hitp:/fwww.seattle.gov/ethics
An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommedations for people with disabilities provided upon request. ff{m@?
i Gy
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the election pamphlet provided to City voters;
2.14 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

mending Chapter

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 2.14.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

2.14.020 Material on propositions and initiatifes.

A. Measures shall appear in the election papiphlet in the order in which they appear on
the sample ballot.

B. The identification by serial number and ballot title shall precede the explanatory
statement on a measure; and the explanatory statement shall precede the arguments for and
against passage. The names of the memb rs of a committee which prepares an argument shall
follow it.

C. | Arguments in favor of ;/J/assage shall precede those against it. Whenever practical,
the arguments for and against pas;éige shall be placed‘side—by'f—side on facing pages.

D. The textof a measd;e may accompany the arguments on the measure or appear in a

separate section of the pamphlet.

E. Each argumenf on a measure shall contain a principal statement and, where an
opposing argument is made, a rebuttal. The principal statement shall not exceed ((fowr-hundred

(200) words and the rebuttal shall not exceed ((ene-hundred-ff-(150)))

“400y)) two hund;

seventy-five ( 755 words.
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F. No obscene, profane, libelous, or defamatory matter, or language which may impair

the circulation of the election pamphlet through the mails shall be accepted. / ‘

Section 2. Section 2.14.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
2.14.060 Candidates' submissions.

A. To participate in the election pamphlet, a candidate shall file with the Executive

statement. pZe

filing shall be in the form and within the deadlines established by rules promulgated pursuént to

Director (1) a photograph taken within the past two (2) years and (2) a campai
Section 2.14.100. The candidate may also submit an address, phone nuidber, e-mail address, and
web address for publication in the election pamphlet that the public may use in communicating
with the candidate or the candidate's political committee.
B. The photograph shall show the candidate's face, or face, neck and shoulders in the
manner of a portrait. It shall exclude other images, such as/fthe candidate's hands, anything held
in the candidate's hands, or other people. The candidate/shall not wear a uniform or hat or bear
an insignia. The background shall be plain. The phogograph shall be of a size or quality suitable
for reproduction. Informal snapshots, cartoons, carfcatures, or images that do not accurately
portray the candidate shall be rejected.

C. The candidate's statement shall ngt exceed ((fovr-hundred-(406))) one hundred fifty

{150) words. No obscene, profane, libeloGs or defamatory matter, or language, which may
impaif circulation of the pamphlet thrgugh the mail, shall be accepted. A candidate's campaign

statement shall not discuss the oppgnent.
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Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days frond and after
its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ted (10) days

after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the | - ;f?day of —_ ) L 2004, and' signed by me in open
session in authentication of its passage this _ i~'7:.5:£1:51y of 2004.
¢ President of the City Council
Approved by me this day of , 2004.

Greggry J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this day of , 2004.

City Clerk

(Seal)



















STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY

~~S88.

175532 No. ORDINANCE IN FULL
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily
Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.
The annexed notice, a

CT:121543 ORD IN FULL

was published on

8/9/2004

8/972004

Notary public for the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle

e
WaB

Fitgaganann™



State of Washington, King County




