AN ORDINANCE relating to the impoundment of
vehicles, amending Sections 11.30.105 and 11,32, 520 of
the Seattle Municipal Code.
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ORDINANCE | Q 1443

AN ORDINANCE relating to the impoundment of vehicles, amending Sections 11.30.105 and
11.30.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

'WHEREAS, in 1998 the City Council passed Ordinance 119180 allowing the impoundment of vehicles

driven by persons arrested for driving while license suspended or revoked (DWLS) in the first,
second, or third degree; and

WHEREAS, one of the main rationales for impounding the Vehlcles driven by persons arrested for
DWLS is to enhance public safety; and

WHEREAS, there is substantial evidence of significant public safety benefits from meoundmg vehicles
of persons arrested for DWLS in the first or second degree, but as yet no compelling evidence of
-significant public safety benefits from impounding vehicles of persons arrested for DWLS in the
third degree; and

vWHEREAS, if there is not a significant public safety benefit, the direct and indirect economic impacts
on some persons of vehicle impounds exceeds the public benefits from the impound; and

WHEREAS the City Councﬂ therefore desires to cease impounding vehicles of persons arrested for
DWLS in the third degree; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to enhance the applicability of impound as it relates to violations
associated with public safety, specifically its use to impound the cars of owner-drivers arrested
for DUI; and

WHEREAS, the City Council further intends to limit the use of impound in all cases to those instances
in which the driver is the owner of the vehicle;

NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 11.30.105 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

11.30.105 Impoundment of vehicle wheré driver is arrested for a violation of Section 11.56.320 B
or C ((exr 1156340y or Section 11.56.020-- Period of impoundment.

A. Whenever the driver of a vehicle who is also the registered owner of the vehicle is arrested

for a violation of Section 11.56.020, 11.56.320 Bor C ((erH-56:340)), the vehicle is subject to

1mpoundment at the direction of a police officer. For purposes of this subsectlon "arrested” includes,
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but is not limited to, being temporarily detained under Section 12A.02.140 B and served with a citation
and notice to appear pursuant to Section 12A.02.140 C and RCW 46.64.015.

B. Reservéd.

Reserved.

D. If a vehicle is impounded because the driver is arrested for a violation of Section 11.56.320
B or C and the Washington Department of Licensing's records show that the driver has not been
convicted of a violation of RCW 46.20.342(1)(a) or (b) or similar local ordinance within the past five (5)
years, the vehicle éhall be impounded for thirty (30) days.

E. If a vehicle is impounded because the driver is arrested for a violatioﬁ of Section 11.56.320
B or C and the Washington Department of Licensing's récords show that thé driver has been convicted
one (1) time of a violation of RCW 46.20.342(1)(a) or (b) of similar local ordinance once within the pasf
five (5) years, the vehicle shall be impounded for sixty (60) days.

F. If a vehicle is impounded because the driver is arrested for a violatioﬁ of Section 11.56.320
B or C and the Washingtbn Department of Licensing's records show that the driver has been convicted
ofa violation of RCW 46.20.342(1)(a) or (b) or similar local ordinance two (2) or more times within the

past five (5) years, the vehicle shall be impounded for ninety (90) days.
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Section 2. Subsection 11.30.120B of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
11.30.120 Redemption of impounded vehicles.

Vehicles impounded by the City shall be redeemed only under the following circumstances: -

ok kK

B. Any person so redeeming a vehicle impoﬁnded by the City shall pay the towing contractor for

costs of impoundment (removal, towing, and storage) and administrative fee prior to redeeming such

) Such towing contractor shall accept
paymenf as provided iﬁ RCW 46.55.120(1)(b), as now or hereafter amended. If the vehicle was
impounded pursuant to Section 11.30.105 and was being operated by the registered owner when it was
impounded}, it may not be released to any person until all penalties, fines, or forfeitures owed by the

registered owner to the City of Seattle have been satisfied by payment in full, by establishment of a time

payment agreement with the Municipeﬂ Court, or by other means acceptable to the Municipal Court.

Ak ok

Section 3. If a vehicle was impounded pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 11.30.105
prior to the effecti\}e date of this ordinance, and was not being operated by the registered owner when it
was impounded, the Municipal Court or the Chief of Police ishali waive the administrative fee if the |
registered owner seeks to redeem the vehicle, but a registered‘owner shall be eligible for only one

waiver (inclusive of waivers under prior SMC 11.30.120B and this section) regardless of the number of
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ti’més he or she seeks to redeem a vehicle and regardless of the number of vehicles he or she seeks to
redeeﬁi. |

Section 4. The pertinent Departments shall report to the City Councﬂ by the end of May 2005 on
the effects of the implenientation of this bill, including performance measures ailo'wing an evaluation of
its impact on the incidence of driving with a suspended license, criminal justice costs, jail utilization, the
effectiveness of relicensing programs, and revenue from traffic tickets. In addition, the Chief of Police
and City Attorney shall file reports with the City Clerk within 45 days of the end of each quarter
documenting the following information: the number of citations issued for driviné with a suspended
license, the race of the persons cited, and the number of jail bookings both direct and upon warrants for
suspended driving; including the race of those booked, the number of vehicles impounded for driving
with a suspended license, the length of impoundment, the number of appeals filed, and the resolution of.
those appeais. | /

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

- approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

pfesentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the 24 o dayof  tMNean 3 , 2004, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this, g2 4+ day.g N ATo NN , 2004.
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Approved by me this gf day of
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Filed by me this 5"@53‘- day of Q(ZMIUL , 200%: |

(SEAL)
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the impoundment of vehicles, amending Sections 11.30.105
% and 11.30.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

WHEREAS in 1998 the City Council passed Ordinance 119180 allowing the impoundment
‘of vehicles driven by persons arrested for driving while license suspended or revoked
(DWLS) in the first, second, or third degree; and

WHEREAS;;Qne of the main rationales for impounding the vehicles driven by persons
arrested for DWLS is to enhance public safety; and

WHEREAS, there:is substantial evidence of significant public safety benefits from
impounding vehicles of persons arrested for DWLS in the first or second degree, but
as yet no compelling evidence of significant public safety benefits from impounding
vehicles of persons arrested for DWLS in the third degree; and

WHEREAS, if there is not & significant public safety benefit, the direct and indirect
economic impacts on some persons of vehicle impounds exceeds the public benefits
from the impound; and

WHEREAS, the City Council therefore desires to cease impounding vehicles of persons
arrested for DWLS in the third. degree and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to enhance the applicability of impound as it relates to
violations associated with public sa_fety, specifically its use to impound the cars of
owner-drivers arrested for DUL and

WHEREAS, the City Council further intends to limit the use of impound in all cases to those

instances in which the driver is the owner of the vehicle;

NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 11.30.105 of the Seattle Municipal Cé'de is amended as follows:

11.30.105 Impoundment of vehicle where driver is arrested for a violation of Section
11.56.320 B or C ((er-11:56-340)) or Section 11.56.020-- Permd of
impoundment.

A. Whenever the driver of a vehicle who is also the registered oWhgr of the
vehicle is arrested for a violation of Section 11.56.020, 11.56.320 B or C ((%1;1156.349)},

the vehicle is subject to impoundment at the direction of a police officer. For purposes of

“/: \
1 (e




10
11
12
1
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

th/lh
DWLSimpound
03/18/04

V#2

. this subsection, "arrested” includes, but is not limited to, being temporarily detained under

ngction 12A.02.140 B and served with a citation and notice to appear pursuant to Section

12A202.140 C and RCW 46.64.015.

B Reserved.

*‘elﬁéeﬁhﬁﬁ—be’ifﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂéeé%f‘ﬂﬁﬁ%@@}éﬂ?&)) Reserved.

D. If a vehicle is impounded S’ec‘ause the driver is arrested for a violation of
Section 11.56.320 Bor C and the Was}ﬁngtghpepartment of Licensing's records show that
the driver has not been convicted of a violation ;fRCW 46.20.342(1)(a) or (b) or similar
local ordinance within the past five (5) years, the veﬁc{e shall be impounded for thirty (30)
days. |

| E. If a vehicle is impounded because the driver is érrqsted for a Vioiatiqn of

Section 11.56.320 B or C and the Washington Department of Li;énsing's records show that
the driver has been convicted one (1) time of a violation of RCW 46;29‘.342(1)(31) or (b} or
similar local ordinance once within the past five (5) yearé, the vehicle shaﬂ ‘be impounded
for sixty (60) days.

F. If a vehicle is impounded because the driver is arrested for a vioiatidﬁgf
Section 11.56.320 B or C and the Washington Department of Licensing's records shé%@at

the driver has been convicted of a violation of RCW 46.20.342(1)(a) or (b) or similar iocai“‘
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ordinance two (2) or more times within the past five (5) years, the vehicle shall be

"‘»,‘vvimpounded for ninety (90) days.

Section 2. Subsection 11.30.120B of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as
foll\aws:
11.30.i‘2_y() Redemption of impounded vehicles.
Vkéhicies impounded by the City shall be redeemed only under the following
circumstan(;és:
Hkok
B. Any pef;bg so redeeming a vehicle impounded by the City shall pay the towing

contractor for costs of impoundment (removal, towing, and storage) and administrative fee

prior to redeeming such veﬁigle. ((H-the-vehicle-wasimpounded-pursuant-to-Seetion

e#ﬁaeﬂambefeﬁ#elﬁe}es—h&emhe‘seeks—te-rééeem:)) Such towing contractor shall accept
payment as provided in RCW 46.55.120(1)(b), as nbw or hereafter amended. If the vehicle
was impounded pursuant to Section 11.30.105 and was Being operated by the registered
owner when it was impounded, it may not be released to aﬁY‘ person until all penalties, fines,

or forfeitures owed by the registered owner to the City of Seattléwhave been satisfied by

payment in full, by establishment of a time payment agreement with'the Municipal Court, or

by other means acceptable to the Municipal Coust.

s
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Section 3. If a vehicle was impounded pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section

li"“”L}SO.lOS prior to the effective date of this ordinance, and was not being operated by the

reéiéts:red owner when it was impounded, the Municipal Court or the Chief of Police shall
waive the administrative fee if the registered owner seeks to redeem the vehicle, but a
registered gS\ggner shall be eligible for only one waiver (inclusive of waivers under prior SMC
11.30.1208B andthls section) regardless of the number of times he or she seeks to redeem a
vehicle and regar&@s of the number of vehicles he or she seeks to redeem.

Section 4. Thié‘vzgrdinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and

~ after its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten

(10) days after presentation, it “shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section

1.04.020.
Passed by the City Council the “-day of , 2004, and signed by
me in open session in authentication of its passage this day of ,
2003. |
President of the Cit?"(__?ouncil
Approved by me this day of , 2004,
Mayor
Filed by me this day of , 2004.
City Clerk
(SEAL)
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the impoundment of vehicles, amending Sections’11.30.105
and 11.30.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, in 1998 the City Council passed Ordinance 119180 allowing the impoundment
of vehicles driven by persons arrested for driving while license sugpended or revoked
(DWLS) in the first, second, or third degree; and

WHEREAS, one of the main rationales for impounding the vehicles driven by persons
arrested for DWLS is to enhance public safety; and

WHEREAS, there is substantial evidence of significant public/safety benefits from
- impounding vehicles of persons arrested for DWLS in the first or second degree, but
as yet no compelling evidence of significant public/safety benefits from impounding
vehicles of persons arrested for DWLS in the tjlfl degree; and

WHEREAS, if there is not a significant public safety enefit, the direct and indirect
economic impacts on some persons of Vehlcl;e impounds exceeds the public benefits
from the impound; and ] f»

WHEREAS, the City Council therefore desueé to cease impounding vehicles of persons
arrested for DWLS in the third degree Jand

WHEREAS, the City Councii wishes to enhance the applicability of impound as it relates to
violations associated with public, fsafety, specifically its use to impound the cars of
owner-drivers arrested for DUI /and

WHEREAS, the City Council furthe}r/'intends to limit the use of impound in all cases to those
instances in which the drivgff is the owner of the vehicle;

/
x’lf
/

NOW THEREFORE, {;”’

/
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Sect;.(")fn 11.30.105 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

11.30.105 Impoundrilent of vehicle where driver is arrested for a violation of Section

11.56.320 Bor C ((9*'—%1——56—349}) or Section 11.56.020-- Period of
impoundment.

A. Whenever the driver of a vehicle who is also the registered owner of the

vehicle is arrested for a violation of Section 11.56.020, 11.56.320 B or C ((ex11-56:340)),
the vehicle is subject to impoundment at the direction of a police officer. For purposes of

1
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this subsection, "arrested"” includes, but is not limited to, being temporarily detained yader
Section 12A.02.140 B and served with a citation and notice to appear pursuant to,Section

12A.02.140 C and RCW 46.64.015.

B. Reserved. /

vehicle-shall be impounded-for thirty-(30)-days.)) Reserved.

D. If a vehicle is impounded becauseift'ile driver is arrested for a violation of
7

s

Section 11.56.320 B or C and the Washinggg{; Department of Licensing's records show that
the driver has not been convicted of a viglation of RCW 46.20.342(1)(a) or (b} or similar

local ordinance within the past five (?)ffyears, the vehicle shall be impounded for thirty (30)

£
;
¢

days.

I
'3

E. If a vehicle is impfgiimded because the driver is arrested for a violation of
Section 11.56.320 B or C andthe Washington Department of Licensing's records show that
the driver has been convict__géii one (1) time of a violation of RCW 46.20.342(1)(a) or (b) or
similar local ordinance or;ée within the past five (§) years, the vehicle shall be impounded
for sixty (60) days. |

F. If a vehicle is impounded because the driver is arrested for a violation of
Section 11.56.320 B or C and the Washington Department of Licensing's records show that

the driver has been convicted of a violation of RCW 46.20.342(1)(a) or (b) or similar local




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Iv/ih

DWLSimpound
03/18/04
Vi ya
ordinance two (2) or more times within the past five (5) years, the vehicle shall be ' ,//

)
impounded for ninety (90) days. : //

Section 2. Subsection 11.30.120B of the Seattle Municipal Code is amem{ d as

follows: ‘!/’
11.30.120 Redemption of impounded vehicles. j/
Vehicles impounded by the City shall be redeemed only quléii/the following
circumstanc;es: jf"ff
* 4 ok /ff

B. Any person so redeeming a vehicle impouncjé/é by the City shall pay the towing

contractor for costs of impoundment (removal, towmg, and storage) and administrative fee

prior to redeeming such vehicle. ((%e—veh&e%éﬂwaﬁmeaﬂéed—p&fsu&ﬁm%ee&eﬁ

Vi
e@ﬂa&a&mbe%ﬁel&eies—he—ér—she—seekﬁe&edee&)) Such towing contractor shall accept

/
payment as provided in R,CW 46.55.120(1)b), as now or hereafter amended. Ifthe vehicle

£

was impounded pursu/_ecflt to Section 11.30.105 and was being operated by the registered

owner when it was impounded, it may not be released to any person until all penalties, fines,

or forfeitures owéh by the registered owner to the City of Seattle have been satisfied by
payment in fq}‘f; by establishment of a time payment agreement with the Municipal Court, or
by other mgéns acceptable to the Municipal Court.

i
/

sk ok 3

; ;\

\i‘ﬁ s
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Section 3. If a vehicle was impounded pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Sectiory’:

7

11.30.105 prior to the effective date of this ordinance, and was not being operated by g}a’é

&
£
rd

registered owner when it was impounded, the Municipal Court or the Chief of Pogié% shall

waive the administrative fee if the registered owner seeks to redeem the Vehigléjybut a
registered owner shall be eligible for only one waiver (inclusive of Waiv?fvéﬁ;nder prior SMC
11.30.120B and this section) regardless of the number of times he or ﬁhe seeks to redeem a
vehicle and regardless of the number of vehicles he or she seeks }giedeem.

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be mrforce thirty (30) days from and
after its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and retumed by the Mayor within ten

(10) days after presentation, it shall take effect ay’ prov1ded by Municipal Code Section

i/;.
1.04.020. A
i/
Passed by the City Council the day of , 2004, and signed by
me in open session in authentlcatlon @f its passage this _ day of ,
2003. i
President of the City Council
Approved by me this day of , 2004,
;fg
7 u Mayor
/
Filed by/me this day of , 2004.
/ City Clerk
(SEAL)

4 AT,
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the impoundment of vehicles, amending Sectio 1€ 11.30.105 and
11.30.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, in 1998 the City Council passed Ordinance 119180 allowing the igfpoundment of vehicles
driven by persons arrested for driving while license suspended or revgked (DWLS) in the first,
second, or third degree; and /

WHEREAS, one of the main rationales for impounding the VChICle riven by persons arrested for
DWLS is to enhance public safety; and

WHEREAS, there is substantial evidence of significant public safety benefits from impounding vehicles
of persons arrested for DWLS in the first or second degrée, but as yet no compelling evidence of
significant public safety benefits from impounding veldcles of persons arrested for DWLS in the
third degree; and '

WHEREAS, if there is not a significant public safety ber fit, the direct and indirect economic impacts
on some persons of vehicle impounds exceeds the public benefits from the impound; and

WHEREAS, the City Council therefore desires to/cease impounding vehicles of persons arrested for
DWLS in the third degree; and

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to enhange the applicability of impound as it relates to violations
associated with public safety, specifically its use to impound the cars of owner-dnvers arrested
for DUIL; and

WHEREAS, the City Council further inteads to limit the use of impound in all cases to those instances
in which the driver is the owner of the vehicle;

NOW THEREFORE, //
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 11.3¢.105 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

11.30.105 Impoundment of yehicle where driver is arrested for a violation of Section 11.56.320 B
or C {( or Section 11.56.020-- Period of impoundment.

A. Whenever the %iver of a vehicle who is also the registered owner of the vehicle is arrested

; /
for a violation of Section 11.56.020. 11.56.320 B or C ((er-1-56:340)), the vehicle is subject to

impoundment at the direction of a police officer. For purposes of this subsection, "arrested" includes,
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' but is not limited to, being temporarily detained under Section 12A.02.140 B and served with a cita/t;on

and notice to appear pursuant to Section 12A.02.140 C and RCW 46.64.015.

B. Reserved.
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Reserved.

D. If a vehicle is impounded because the driver is Arrested for a violation of Section 11.56.320
B or C and the Washington Department of Licensing's re€ords show that the driver has not been
convicted of a violation of RCW 46.20.342(1)(a) or (b) or similar local ordinance within the past five (5)
years, the vehicle shall be impounded for thirty (3/()6 days.

E. If a vehicle is impounded because /t,l‘/ie driver is arrested for a violation of Section 11.56.320
B or C and the Washington Department of Li;z/énsing's records show that the driver has been convicted
one (1) time of a violation of RCW 46.20.3,1{2( 1)(a) or (b) or similar Ibcal ordinance once within the past
five (5) years, the vehicle shall be impouﬁiied for sixty (60) days.

F. If a vehicle is impounded ﬁ;cause the driver is arrested for a violation of Section 11.56.320
B or C and the Washington Departmgﬁt of Licensing's records show that the driver has been convicted

of a violation of RCW 46.20.342(1)(a) or (b) or similar local ordinance two (2) or more times within the

past five (5) years, the vehicle shall be impounded for ninety (90) days.
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,
Section 2. Subsection 11.30.120B of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follofws:

y ,/

circumstances:

11.30.120 Redemption of impounded vehicles.

Vehicles impounded by the City shall be redeemed only under the followi

%k
B. Any person so redeeming a vehicle impounded by the City shall pay the towing contractor for
costs of impoundment (removal, towing, and storage) and administrative fee prior to redeeming such

o 1.0
A

Ve W
. -0y

e
g
4
@D
@)
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d
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q

vehicle. ((H-the-vehicle-was-impounded
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egardless-of the number-of vehicleshe he-seel edeent:)) Such towing contractor shall accept
payment as provided in RCW 46.55.120(1)(b), 4s now or hereafter amended. If the vehicle was

impounded pursuant to Section 11.30.105 a | was being operated by the registered owner when it was

impounded, it may not be released to any person until all penalties, fines, or forfeitures owed by the

registered owner to the City of Seattle lave been satisfied by payment in full, by establishment of a time

payment agreement with the Municiyéi Court, or by other means acceptable to the Municipal Court.

/
/ ole ok

Section 3. If a vehicle wds impounded pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 11.30.105
prior to the effective date of thi/é ordinance, and was not being operated by the registered owner when it
was impounded, the Municip;a/l Court or the Chief of Police shall waive the administrative fee if the

/

/
registered owner seeks to redeem the vehicle, but a registered owner shall be eligible for only one

waiver (inclusive of waivers under prior SMC 11.30.120B and this section) regardless of the number of
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times he or she seeks to redeem a vehicle and regardless of the number of vehicles he or she seeks t

redeem.
Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from/and after its
approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ter/ (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2004/and signed by me in open

/

session in authentication of its passage this day of , 2004.

President of the City Council

Approved by me this day of , 2004.

Mayor /

Filed by me this day of /2004

(SEAL) /
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Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily
Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.
The annexed notice, a

CT:121483 ORD IN FULL

was published on

6/9/2004

6/9/2004

Notary public for the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle




State of Washington, King County




