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AN ORDINANCE related to vehicles and traffic, amending Section 11. 16.125 of the Seattle

Municipal Code to authorize the Director of Transportation to close or authorize closure

of shoreline street ends from dusk to dawn.

WHEREAS, within the boundaries of the City of Seattle there are 149 shoreline street ends,

which are the land portions of public street segments that provide visual or physical

access to a body of water and its shoreline, or could do so if improved; and
I

WHEREAS, Seattle Transportation and the Seattle Police Department have received numerous

complaints of inappropriate and illegal use of certain street ends during evening and night

hours; and

WHEREAS, City personnel have verified that there is a need to address public safety and

nuisance issues that have arisen or may arise for those citizens who live next to or near a

shoreline street end due to inappropriate night-time use of street ends; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council wish to respond to these concerns by adopting

legislation intended to ameliorate the problem by authorizing the Director of

Transportation to close street ends, on a case by case basis, as the need arises; NOW,
THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 11. 16.125 of the Seattle Municipal Code, as last amended by

Ordinance 118 409, is amended to add a new subsection D as follows:

11.16.125 Director of Transportation - Authority - Street and alley closures.

The Director of Transportation is authorized:

C. To designate any streets for one (1) way traffic and the required direction of such

traffic

D. To close or authorize the closure during hours of darkness of M shoreline street end,

as defined at SMC 15.02.046, for epta, travel,..or use by the general public, based on a
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determination that such a closure is necessM to control or prevent unlawful or disordeLly

behavior occurring in or emanating from the shoreline street end. The street end shall remain

open to owners and ocg1pants of abutting propeqy and their guests for access and parking

ppMoses, ggents of utilities in the street end, government employees and emergency personnel in

the p~prformance of their duties, and permittees under a street use permit issued pursuant to Title

15. Upon ordering the closure, the Director shall cause the street end to be posted with a sign

stating that the street end is closed from dusk to dawn, or such other hours as the Director deems

Wpropriate.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after

its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days

after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the I V' day of 2003, and signed by me in open

23

24

25

26

27

28

session in authentication of its passage this

(Seal)

day of 2003.
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City of Seattle

Office of the Mayor

December 1, 2003

Honorable Peter Steinbrueck

President

Seattle City Council

City Hall, 2"d Floor

Dear Council President Steinbrueck:

The attached proposed ordinance will allow Seattle Transportation to reduce public use of

shoreline street ends that have significant, documented public safety problems. Because

shoreline street ends are legally designated as streets, current regulations require them to be

open 24 hours a day. The proposed legislation is an attempt to ensure public safety at open
shoreline street end sites by limiting access at documented, troublesome street ends to

daylight hours only.

Over the summer, the Seattle Police Department and Seattle Transportation received

complaints from local residents concerned about illegal and disorderly conduct occurring at

the East Harrison Street end, which provides water access to Lake Washington. While this

street end is appropriately and frequently enjoyed by neighbors during the day, residents are

negatively affected by illegal activity at night and are concerned for their safety. Seattle

Transportation has received similar complaints about other shorelines street ends as well.

Requests for nighttime closure of several sites were made in 1999 during the public

comment period for Ordinance 119673, which authorized the opening of shoreline street

ends. This legislation will allow the Police Department to better monitor and control illegal

activities at our street ends.

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. Should you have questions, please

contact Richard Ricbmire, Street Use Manager at 684-0391.

S,

GREG.NIACKELS
Mayorof Sc"attle

cc: Hbnorablk Mcm~~-o?i y Council

600 Fourth Avenue, 7h Floor, Seattle, WA 98104-8154

Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811 Fax: (206) 684-5360, E:r.qail: mayors.office@ci.scattle.wa.us

An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon rei
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS

Department:

-Seattle Transportation

Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:

Richard Richmire, 4-0391
1

Jennifer Devore, 5-1328

Legislation Title:

An Ordinance related to vehicles and traffic, amending Section 11. 16.125 of the Seattle

Municipal Code to authorize the Director of Transportation to close or authorize closure of

shoreline street ends during hours of darkness.

SummaEy of the Legislation:

This legislation will allow Seattle Transportation to reduce public use of shoreline

street ends that have significant, documented public safety problems, to daylight

hours.

Background: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and

include record ofprevious legislation andfunding history, if applicable):

In 1999, Ordinance 119673 created a street use permit and fee for private use of

the shoreline street end; those fees were to be used to continue improving and

maintaining street ends. Since 2000, communities and Seattle Transportation

have opened more than 30 street end sites which are used by neighbors in those

areas. Because these street ends are legally designated as streets, current

regulations require them to be open 24 hours a day.

Over the summer, the City received complaints from local residents concerned

about the illegal and disorderly conduct occurring at the East Harrison Street

end, which provides water access to Lake Washington. While this street end is

appropriately and frequently enjoyed by neighbors during the day, residents are

negatively affected by illegal activity at night and are concerned for their safety.

Because East Harrison Street end is legally designated as a street, current

regulations require it to be open 24hrs, a day. The proposed legislation is an

attempt to ensure public safety at open shoreline street end sites by limiting

access to daylight hours only.

Please check one of thefollowing:

X This legislation does not have any fln-ancial implications. There will be a

very nominal cost of manufacturin2 and placine signs at ap]2ropriate

shoreline street ends.

1
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AN ORD NANCE related to vehicles and traffic, amendirig Section I L 16, 125 of the Seattle

Municipal Code to authorize the Director of Transportation to close or authorize closure

0!fshorellne street ends frorii dusk to da-wn.

WHEREAS, wl'thin the boundaries ofthe City of Seattle, there are 149 shoreline street ends',

which are the land portions of public street segments that provide visual or physleat

access to a body of,.~vater and 'its shoreline, or could do so if improved; and

WHEREAS, Seattle Transportation and the Seattle Police Department have received riumerotis

complaints of inappropriate and illegal use of certali-i street ends during e',,'efiing and
i-ii,-

hours', and

WHEREAS, City personnel have verified that there is a rieed to address public safety and

utdsance issues that have arisen or may arise for those citl'zens who live next to or near a

shoreline street end due to inappropri,a-,e ni- t-t, e use of street ends- and.h

WHEREAS, the -i'vlayor aTid City Council wish to respond to These concerris by adopting

legislation Intended to arnellorate the problern by authorizing the Director of

Transportation to close street ends, on a case by case basis, as the need arises; NOW,

THEREFORE,

BE ITORDAtNED BYTHE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 11.16, 125 of the Seattle Municipal Code, as last amended by

Ordinance 11,8409, is amended to add a new subsection D as follows:

Director of Transportation - Authority - Street and alley closures.

The Director of Transportation is authorized:

C. To designate any streets ~Ior one (1) way traffic and the required direction oil such

traffic

Q, To close or quthor'ze the closur~~ c urin -)'any shoreline street end~~1-hours of darkness

I26

as defined at SNIC 15.02.046, for entDL tEayel,_~2 usebv the gen-gral publi
-1

based cxri a
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deter,minatio.n.that such a clo.s.Llre.ls necessarv t-O..con-trol. or p_~event unjawful or disorderly

behavior occurring in_or eirianatin,_~, frorn the sborel4ie street end. The street end shall remain

OV1111 to owners aad occupants of abutting property arid then- ~!ue~ts for access _qi~IdTa
-jkh

p.ufl)osQ.s, agents ofutilifies In the street end,t mplo-vees and emergenqv ve-~soj~flel In~ovemrnent e

the perforniage.e-9f their duties, and -Dermittees wider a street use permit issued pursuapt to Title

15. Upon orderin_- thc closure, tile Director shall cause the street end to be posted with-a sjai.

thg~tthc street end "Is cd from dusk to dawn, other 1-i-ours as the Director dcenis

VP-roPD. 9; t-q

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect aad be in force thirty (.30) days from andaftl-r.

its approval by the Mayor, but if I-Iotapproved and returried by the Mayor ~vjithiri ten (10) days

after presentation, itsba-11 take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1 ~04A20.

-passed by the City Coun6i I the ____ day of
____ ___1

11,003, and signed by ITIO IF] opc-n

I

I

sessiori in authentication of its passage this _ day of__, 200

I

I

President of the Clity Council

Approved by me tnis day of 200

Gre,gory J. Nickels, TIMayor

,Filed by me this day of 1003.

2
City Clerk

S eal
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AN ORDINANCE related to vehicles and traffic, amending Section 11. 16.125 ofoe Seattle

Municipal Code to authorize the Director of Transportation to close or aufhonze closure

of shoreline street ends from dusk to dawn.

WHEREAS, within the boundaries of the City of Seattle there are 149 shoireline street ends,

which are the land portions of public street segments that provi e visual or physical

access to a body of water and its shoreline, or could ( ; rprroved; and

hours; and

complaints of inappropriate and illegal use of certain str4et ends during evening and night

WHEREAS, Seattle Transportation and the Seattle Police Departyfient have received numerous

WHEREAS, City personnel have verified that there is a nyed to address public safety and

nuisance issues that have arisen or may arise forfilose citizens who live next to or near a

shoreline street end due to inappropriate night-gme use of street ends; and

THEREFORE,
Transportation to close street ends, on a ase by case basis, as the need arises; NOW,

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council wish to r~spond to these concerns by adopting

legislation intended to ameliorate the proVem by authorizing the Director of

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

t

IT

Section 1. Section 11. 16.125 of t e Seattle Municipal Code, as last amended by

/25

'TY 0

Ordinance 118409, is amended to add new subsection D as follows:

of e S'

11.16.125 Director of Transp rtation - Authority - Street and alley closures.

The Director of Transpo tion is authorized:

C. To designate any direets for one (1) way traffic and the required direction of such

25

26

27

28

traffic ((-.%
/

D. To close or an rize the closure during hours of darkness of ggy shoreline street end,

as defined at SMC 15.02.046, for entKy, travel, or use by the general public, based on a

I
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President of the City Council

Approved by me this day~f _, 2003.
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determination that such a closure is necessM to control or prevent unlawful or disorderl7
behavior occurring in or emanating from the shoreline street end. The street end sh ain

open to owners and oceppants of abutting property and their guests for access
an/parking

pgMoses, agents ofutilities in the street end, government q~2ployees and em/aency
-Dersonnel in

the performance of their duties, and pen-nittees under a street use permit /'suted pursuant to Title

15. Upon ordering the closure, the Director shall cause the street
end/o be posted with a sig

stating that the street end is closed from dusk to dawn.

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in rce thirty (30) days from and after

its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and
re

tu
im

e

/b
b
y

the Mayor within ten (10) days

in f
'

y

after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by M icipal Code Section 1.04.020.

t.~Passed by the City Council the j-,L- day o 2003, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this
'

day of
,

2003.

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this da_ Aof 2003.

(Seal)

City Clerk
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167606 No. ORDINANCE IN FULL
City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12'h day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily

Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.

The annexed notice, a

CT: 1213 89 ORD IN FULL

was published on

1/23/2004

Subse'fibed and sworn to before me on

1/23/2004

Notary public for the State of Washington,

residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication
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