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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to alarm systems; establishing licensing and fee provisions for burglar and

fire alarm system monitoring companies; establishing penalties for false burglar alarms and

appeal procedures relative thereto; amending provisions for alarm verification, frequent false

alarms, and civil penalties; adding a new chapter to Seattle Municipal Code Title 6, repealing

Sections 10.08.080, 10.08.090, 10.08.100, 10.08.110, 10.08.120, 10.08.173, and amending
Sections 10.08.140, 10.08.165, 10.08.178, and 10.08.180, respectively, of the Seattle Municipal
Code.

WHEREAS, the number of monitored fire and property alarms within the city of Seattle continues to

grow and the costs associated with responding to these alarms has increased accordingly; and

WHEREAS, over ninety-eight percent of all burglar and property alarms requiring police dispatch are

ultimately proven to be false alarms; and

WHEREAS, alarm monitoring companies currently enjoy the benefit of police response to their

customers' alanns without any accountability for the accuracy or reliability of their alarm

systems; and

WHEREAS, the efforts of City employees in tracking and administering fees for false alarms will be

minimized if such fees are collected from alarm monitoring companies;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED 13Y THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Effective January 1, 2004, a new Chapter is added to Title 6, Subtitle 1, of the Seattle

Municipal Code as follows:

CHAPTER 6.10 Alarm System Monitoring Companies - Fire Alarm Monitoring Companies

Subehapter I - Alarm System Monitoring Companies

SMC 6.10.005 Definitions.

A. The definitions contained in Chapters 5.30 of the Seattle Municipal Code shall be fully

applicable to this chapter except as expressly stated to the contrary herein.
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B. "Alarm system monitoring company," "burglary alarm," "panic alarm", "property alarm,"

and "robbery alarm" have the meanings contained in SMC Chapter 10.08.

C. "Alarm system" or "alarm device" means any system, device, or mechanism which, when

activated, transmits a telephonic, wireless, electronic, video, or other form of message to an alarm

system monitoring company, or some other number, or emits an audible or visible signal that can be

heard or seen by persons outside the protected premises, or transmits a signal beyond the premises in

some other fashion, except any system, device, or mechanism primarily protecting a motor vehicle. An

alarm system or alarm device may consist of one or more components (e.g., motion detector, window

breach detector, or similarcomponents) all reporting to a central unit/system panel which, in turn, is

connected to or reports to an alarm system monitoring company via telephonic, wireless, electronic,

video, or other form of message.

D. "Department" means the Department of Executive Administration of the City of Seattle.

SNIC 6.10.010 Alarm System Monitoring Companies - License required - Fee.

A. It is unlawful for any person to engage in business in the City of Seattle as an alarm system

monitoring company without first having obtained an annual license to do so. An annual license is

required regardless of whether alarms are monitored from a location inside or outside Seattle. The fee

for such annual license is based upon two components: (1) The following aggregate amount:

Zero to 100 Seattle monitored alarms ............................... $100, 0 0 per annum;

101 to 200 Seattle monitored alarms ............................... $200.00 per annum;

201 to 500 Seattle monitored alarms ................................ $400.00 per annum;

Over 500 Seattle monitored alarms ................................. $500.00 per annum.;
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and (2) Forty Dollars ($40) per year for each property alarm, burglary alarm, robbery alarm and panic

alarm located in Seattle and monitored by the alarm system monitoring company at any time during the

calendar year.

B. The license required pursuant to this chapter is separate from and in addition to any license

required by any other chapter of the Seattle Municipal Code including, but not limited to, that required

pursuant to Chapter 5.45, Business License Tax; Chapter 5.55, General Administrative Provisions; and

Chapter 6.08, pertaining to burglar alarms installers,

SMC 6.10.015 Annual license and due date.

A The arm al license renewal fee shall be nnvable in advance bv the alarm svstem monitorina
10

I I
company on a calendar year basis, except in 2004, where the annual license fee shall be due by April 1.

12
Licenses expire on December 31 in the calendar year in which they were issued and must be renewed by

13
January 31 of the next year in order to avoid penalty.

14
B. Application for, and renewal of, the annual license shall be on forms specified by the Director

15
and shall be accompanied by the license fee. Each annual application for, or renewal of, a license shall

16
contain a list of all addresses at which monitored alarm systems are installed, the name of the

17
corresponding subscriber, customer number, if applicable, and the number of alarm systems at such

11 address.
1811
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SMC 6.10.020 Calculation of fees.

A. New alarm monitoring companies will pay the fee contained in SMC 6. 10. 010 A (1), which

shall be computed on the number of alarm systems monitored at the time of initial application.

B. The license fee component contained in SMC 6.10.010 A (1) shall not be adjusted quarterly

for the number of alarm systems monitored each quarter, however the fee shall be prorated on a
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quarterly basis at the time of initial application.

C. The license fee component contained in SMC 6. 10.0 10 A (2) shall be adjusted quarterly to

reflect additional alarm systems first monitored during that quarter. Each alarm system monitoring

company shall file quarterly, in the format specified by the Director, a list of all additional addresses at

which it monitored alarms during such quarter, the name of the corresponding subscriber, and the

number of alarms at such address. The quarterly report shall be accompanied by payment of the

additional forty dollar ($40.00) per alarm system fee due, if any. See proration calculations in SMC

6.10.030 below. The quarterly report should also list alarm systems that have been discontinued or, if

known, transferred to another alarm monitoring company.

D. Each alarm system monitoring company shall file a quarterly report regardless of whether

any additional fees are due.

SMC 6.10.030 License fee proration.

In calculating the license fee component contained in SMC 6. 10.010 A (1), only the initial

license fee will be prorated on a quarterly basis for applications made after the first quarter. The license

fee component contained in SMC 6. 10. 0 10 A (2) will be prorated in equal amounts on a quarterly basis

for alarm systems that begin to be monitored after the first quarter. A credit will be given for the

prorated portion of the license fee contained in SMC 6. 10. 010 A (2) paid by another alarm monitoring

company for the present year on an alarm system that is transferred from one company to another alarm

monitoring company; provided that satisfactory proof that the license fee component contained in SMC

6. 10. 0 10 A (2) has been paid is supplied to the Director.

SMC 6.10.040 Duty of licensee.
I

A. It shall be the duty of all licensees granted licenses under this chapter to comply with all

4
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applicable regulations in this chapter or elsewhere, including, without limitation, SMC Chapter 10.08.

The failure of any licensee to do so shall be a violation of this chapter and grounds to suspend or revoke

the license.

B. No licensee granted a license under this chapter shall allow any person who has had their

alarm monitoring license revoked or suspended by the City of Seattle to be financially interested in its

business, or to be in its employ, within one year from the date of such revocation or suspension.

SMC 6.10.050 Licenses not transferable.

No license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be transferable unless in accordance with SMC

Chapter 6.02. A person not previously licensed that assumes responsibility for monitoring alarms for

which another person has paid the annual license fee shall obtain a new license for the remainder of the

year by paying the license fee component contained in SMC 6,10.010 A (1).

12

13 SMC 6.10.060 Duty to inform subscribers of ordinance and billing policies.

14 All persons licensed pursuant to this chapter shall supply each of their system subscribers with

15 copies of this chapter and chapter 10.08. Licensees who choose to bill their subscribers for any license

16 fee imposed by this chapter shall give to each of their subscribers a copy of the licensee's policies and

17
1 practices with respect to such billing.
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SMC 6.10.070 Suspension or revocation of license.

The Director shall have the power and authority to suspend or revoke any license issued under

the provisions of this chapter as set forth in SMC Chapter 6.02. No suspended or revoked license may

be reinstated without prior payment of all fees due and outstanding, including false alarm fees. The

Director shall notify the Seattle Police Department of any revocation or suspension, and in the discretion

5
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of the Police Department, no response may be made to any alarms monitored by the alarm system

monitoring company until the license is reinstated. An alarm system monitoring company whose license

has been revoked or suspended shall notify each of its subscribers of the revocation or suspension. The

notice shall be in writing and shall be mailed to all subscribers no later than the tenth calendar day

following such suspension or revocation.

SMC 6.10.080 Penalty and interest for failure to pay.

A. If a license application, renewal, quarterly report, or payment of any fee due under this

chapter is not received on or before the last day of the month in which it becomes due or within an

extension of time granted by the Director, there shall be added to the amount, a penalty of ten percent

(10%) of the fees owing or Twenty Dollars ($20), whichever is greater, if the payment is received

between one (1) and thirty (30) days after the date it becomes due, or a penalty of twenty percent (20%)

of the fees owing or Thirty Dollars ($30), whichever is greater, if the payment is later than thirty (30)

days after the due date.

B. The licensee shall be notified by mail of the amount of any penalties so added, and the same

shall become due and shall be paid within ten days from the date of such notice.

SMC 6.10.090 Violation -- Civil Penalties.

The failure of a person that engages in business in Seattle as an alarm system monitoring

company to comply with any provision of this chapter shall be a civil infraction as contemplated by

RCW Chapter 7.80 and subject as a Class I civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120(2) to a maximum

monetary penalty and a default amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) plus statutory

assessments. Each day of noncompliance shall be a separate violation, and the monetary penalties shall

accumulate.

6
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SMC 6.10.100 Penalty for false alarms.

The sending of an alarm by an automatic property alarm and/or automatic burglary alarm, which

results in the dispatch of the police to the premises on an emergency basis shall be subject to a false

alarm response fee of one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125.00) whenever there is no evidence of a

crime or other activity that would warrant a call for police assistance or investigation at the premises;

provided, however, that no false alarm fee shall be assessed if any individual who was on or near the

premises, or who had viewed a video communication from the premises, called for the dispatch and

confirmed a need for a police response. The false alarm response fee shall be assessed against the alarm

system monitoring company.

SMC 6.10.110 Notice and hearing on penalty for false alarms.

A. The Department shall mail by first class mail a written notice of the false alarm response fee

to the alarm monitoring company. The notice shall state the date and time of the false alarm, and that

the alarm monitoring company is entitled to a hearing to respond to the notice and introduce any

18
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the date that the Department mails the notice, unless: (1) an appeal is filed pursuant to subsection B of

evidence to refute or mitigate the fee. All false alarm fees are due and payable within thirty (30) days of

this section, in which case the fees appealed from are due and payable within ten (10) days after the date

of the written ruling, or (2) a waiver is requested and an alarm user class is scheduled pursuant to

subsection D of this section.

B. An alarm system monitoring company wanting to contest a false alarm fee shall file a written

appeal with the Director within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice. A hearing shall be held by

the Director, or the Director's designee, not more than fourteen (14) days from the date the appeal is

filed. Within twenty (20) days after the hearing, the Department shall issue a written ruling including

7
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factual findings and the Director's conclusion, with supporting reasons, affirming or reversing the

notice. The Decision of the Director shall be final.

C. The Director may, but is not required to, delegate authority to conduct hearings under this

section to the Seattle Police Department.

D. The Director may waive the first false alarm fee, on a one-time basis, if the owner of the

monitored alarm attends an alarm user class as defined in Section 10.08,140 of the Seattle Municipal

Code. The owner of the alarm must attend the class within 90 days of the date of the false alarm billing.
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Subehapter 11 - Fire Alarm Monitoring Companies

SMC 6.10.205 Definitions.

A. "Fire alarm monitoring company" means any individual, partnership, corporation, or other

form of association that is listed with Underwriters' Laboratories as a "Full Service Company" or

"Monitoring Company," and engages in the business of monitoring fire alarm systems located within the

city of Seattle.

B. "Fire alarm system" means a system, or portion of a combination system, that is approved by

the Seattle Fire Department and that consists of components and circuits arranged to monitor and

annunciate the status of fire alarm or supervisory signal-initiating devices and to initiate the appropriate

response to those signals. This definition does not include heat or smoke detectors that are installed in

conjunction with property or burglary alarms as defined in SMC 10.08.140, and that are not approved by

the Seattle Fire Department.

SMC 6.10.210 Fire Alarm Monitoring Companies - License Required - Fee.

A. It is unlawful for a fire alarm monitoring company to engage in the business of monitoring

fire alarm systems located within the city of Seattle without first having obtained an annual license to do

il
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so. The fee for such annual license is based upon two components: (1) The following aggregate

amount:

Zero to 100 Seattle monitored alarm systems ......................... $100.00 per annum;

101 to 200 Seattle monitored alarm systems .......................... $200.00 per annum;

201 to 500 Seattle monitored alarm systems .......................... $400.00 per annum;

Over 500 Seattle monitored alarm systems ........................... $500.00 per annum;

and (2) one of the following amounts for each fire alarm located in Seattle and monitored by the fire

alarm monitoring company at any time during the calendar year:

a. Alarm systems required by Seattle Fire Code or Seattle Building Code .... $320.00 per

alarm system, per annum;

b. Alarm systems not required by Seattle Fire Code or Seattle Building Code $80.00 per

alarm system, per annum.

B. A heat or smoke detector that is installed in conjunction with a property or burglar alarm and

is not approved by the Seattle Fire Department shall be subject only to the annual license fees and

related provisions contained in subchapter 1.

C. The license required pursuant to this subchapter is separate from and in addition to any

license required by any other chapter of the Seattle Municipal Code including, but not limited to, that

required pursuant to Chapter 5.45, Business License Tax; Chapter 5.55, General Administrative

Provisions; and Chapter 6,08, pertaining to burglar alarms installers.

9
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D. The issuance and renewal of a license pursuant to this subchapter is conditioned upon the fire

alarm monitoring company's continuing conformance with all requirements of the Seattle Fire Code and

the Seattle Fire Department Administrative Rules for central station monitoring.

SMC 6.10.215 Annual license and due date.

A. The annual license renewal fee shall be payable in advance by the fire alarm monitoring

company on a calendar year basis, except in 2004, where the annual fee shall be due by April 1.

Licenses expire on December 31 in the calendar year in which they were issued and must be renewed by

January 31 of the next year in order to avoid penalty.

B. Application for, and renewal of, the annual license shall be on forms specified by the Director

and shall be accompanied by the license fee. Each annual application for, or renewal of, a license shall

contain a list of all buildings in which the applicant monitors fire alarm systems, showing the street

address for each building where the applicant monitors fire alarm systems; the number of fire alarm

systems monitored by the applicant in each individual listed building; and the name, addresses and

telephone number for the owner of each monitored fire alarm system.

SMC 6.10.220 Calculation of fees.

A. New fire alarm monitoring companies will pay the fee contained in SMC 6.10.2 10 A (1),

which shall be computed on the number of alarm systems monitored at the time of initial application.

B. The license fee component contained in SMC 6.10.210 A (1) shall not be adjusted quarterly

for the number of fire alarm systems monitored each quarter, however the fee shall be prorated on a

quarterly basis at the time of initial application.

C. The license fee component contained in SMC 6.10.210 A (2) shall be adjusted quarterly to

reflect additional alarm systems first monitored during that quarter. Each fire alarm monitoring

company shall file quarterly, in the format specified by the Director, a list of all additional addresses at

i

H

10



McDonald/Seu/imf

Alarm Fee Ordinance

Version 14

11/24/03 H 11:35 AM

19

SMC 6.10.230 License fee proration.

A. In calculating the license fee component contained in SMC 6.10.210 A (1), only the initial

10 license fee will be prorated on a quarterly basis for applications made after the first quarter. The license

I I fee component contained in SMC 6.10.210 A (2) will be prorated in equal amounts on a quarterly basis

12 for fire alarm systems that begin to be monitored after the first quarter. A credit will be given for the

3
,

prorated portion of the license fee contained in SMC 6.10.210 A (2) paid by another fire alarm

14 monitoring company for the present year on a fire alarm system that is transferred from one company to

15 another fire alarm monitoring company; provided that satisfactory proof that the license fee component

16 contained in SMC 6.10.210 A (2) has been paid is supplied to the Director.

20

21

22

23

to another fire alarm monitoring company.

D. Each fire alarm monitoring company shall file a quarterly report regardless of whether any

additional fees are due.

which it monitored alarms during such quarter, the name of the corresponding subscriber, and the

number of alarms at such address. The quarterly report shall be accompanied by payment of the

additional per-alarm-system fee due, if any. See proration calculations in SMC 6.10.230 below. The

quarterly report should also list fire alarm systems that have been discontinued or, if known, transferred

SMC 6.10.240 Duty of licensee; License not transferable; Duty to inform subscribers;

Penalty and interest for failure to pay; Violation - Civil penalties.

The provisions applicable to alarm system monitoring companies contained in SMC 6.10.040,

6.10.050, 6.10.060, 6.10.080, and 6.10.090 shall be applicable to fire alarm monitoring companies as if

fully set forth herein. Reference in these sections to the Seattle Police Department shall be construed in

this subchapter as reference to the Seattle Fire Department. Reference in the above sections to alarm

24
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system monitoring companies shall be construed in this subehapter as reference to fire alarm monitoring

companies. This chapter does not modify any provision of SMC 12A.60.105, and is not intended to

impose any penalty for activating or triggering a false fire alarm.

SMC 6.10.250 Suspension or revocation of license.

The Director shall have the power and authority to suspend or revoke any license issued under

the provisions of this chapter as set forth in SMC Chapter 6.02. No suspended or revoked license may

be reinstated without prior payment of all fees due and outstanding. A fire alarm monitoring company

whose license has been revoked or suspended shall notify each of its subscribers of the revocation or

suspension. The notice shall be in writing and shall be mailed to all subscribers no later than the tenth

calendar day following such suspension or revocation.

Section 2. Effective January 1, 2004, Sections 10.08.080, 10.08.090, 10.08.100, 10,08.110,

10.08.120, and 10.08.173 of the Seattle Municipal Code are hereby repealed in their entirety.

Section 3. Effective January 1, 2004, Subsection A of Section 10.08.140 of the Seattle

Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SMC 10.08.140 Definitions.

As used in this subchapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated unless the context clearly

requires another interpretation:

A. "Alarm system monitoring company" means any individual, partnership, corporation, or

other form of association that engages in the business of monitoring property, burglary, robbery, or

panic alarms((;

Section 4. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code is

amended to add three new subsections as follows:

12
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"Alarm user class" means a class provided by the Alarm Unit of the Seattle Police Department

for the pLiMose of educating alarm users about false alarms.

"Alarm system" or "alarm device" means qny system, device, or mechanism which, when

activated, transmits a telephonic, wireless, electronic, video, or other form of message to an alarm

system monitoring compgny, or some other number, or emits an audible or visible sigQal that can be

heard or seen by persons outside the protected premises, or transmits a signal beyond the premises in

some other fashion, except M system, device, or mechanism primarily protecting a motor vehicle. An

alarm system or alarm device mgy consist of one or more components (e.g., motion detector, window

breach detector, or similar coMponents) all reporting to a central unit/system panel which, in turn, is

connected to or reports to an alarm system monitoring compny via telephonic, wireless, electronic,

video, or other form of message.

"Director" means the Director of Executive Administration of the Cijyor any officer, agent or

employee of the Cijy designated to act on the Director's behalf.

The City's Code Reviser is authorized and directed to insert these new subsections in

alphabetical order, and to renumber SMC 10.08.140 accordingly.

Section 5. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.165 of the Seattle Municipal Code is

amended as follows:

SNIC 10.08.165 Alarm system monitoring companies -- Verification process.

Every alarm system monitoring company engaging in business activities in Seattle shall:

A. Obtain a City of Seattle business license from the Department of ((Finanee))Executive

Administration as provided in SMC Chgpter 6.10.-

B. Provide the Chief of Police such information about the nature of its property alarms, burglary

alarms, robbery alarms, and panic alarms; its method of monitoring; its program for preventing false

13
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alarms; and its method of disconnecting audible alarms, each as the Chief may require by rule adopted

pursuant to the Administrative Code, Chapter 3.02;

C. Maintain a current list of all subscribers' names and the associated protected premises it

serves, which list shall be ((aeeessib4e))gjy~Ln to the ( Chief at all t Director on a quarterly basis-,

D. Verify with those subscribers who have an automatic alarm system, each alarm signal that has

been accepted by the alarm system monitoring comy ((Maintai-n))jLs~ a verification process ((YM-h

those subser-iber-s who have aft autematie a4afm system )to prevent false alarms from resulting in

unnecessary police dispatches. ((-;-aM))

A verification process is an independent method of determining that a signal from an automatic

alarm system reflects a need for police assistance or investigation. The means of verification shall

include one (1) or more of the folloELng~

1. An attempt by the alarm system monitoring comppLny, or its representative, to contact the

alarm site and/or alarm user by telephone and/or other electronic means, whether or not actual contact

with a person is made, to determine whether an alarm signal is valid before requesting law enforcement

dispatch, in an atteMpt to avoid an unnecessga alarm dispatch request. For the Ppmose of this

ordinance, telephone verification shall require, as a minimum, that a second call be made to a different

y the Inumber if the first atte~pt fails to reach an alarm user who can properly identif mse ves to

determine whether an alarm signal is valid before requesting law enforcement dispate ;

2. A feature that permits the alarm system user or a person authorized by the user to send a

cancellation code to the alarm system monitoring compggy that will cancel an alarm immediately after i

has been sent and prevent the monitoring cojnpMy calling for a police dispatch;

14
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3. The installation of a video system that provides the alarm system monitoring company whe

the signal is received with the abili1y to ascertain that activ~y is occurring which warrants police

assistance or investigation;

4. An independent confirmation that a signal reflects a need for police assistance or investigatio

either by the alarm Ustem user, a person at or near the premises, or an alternate response agency made

before dispatching police; or

5. An alternate system that the Chief determines has or is likely to have a high degree o

reliabilfty.

E. When the Chief reports that there appears to have been a false alarm at a subscriber's

premises, work cooperatively with the subscriber and the Chief in order to determine the cause thereof

and prevent recurrences.

A ver-ifieati an independent method of detemiining that a signal from an atAomafie

alarm system r-efleets a need for- iwimediale poliee assist ;tigation. The ver-ifleation-preeess

shall not take more than five (5) RiiPAAes ea4eWated ffom the time that the alar-fn signal has been

aeeepted by the alarm system menitor-ing eampany uvAil a deeision is made whethef to eall for- a police

1. The establishment of
'

iflieation v~~ an autheriZeA Pff-sei

ieed fef immediate police assist-- ex.st-R,

been sePA and pr-evepA the moniter-ing eempany ealling fef a Poliee di,

15
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I. - ---afien of avid-ee system th4 provides the alafm system monite

5,
whe.B.

poliee assistinee or investigation;

before dispatehing poliee; o

5. An --heffi-ate system that the Chief &amp;4,efmiaes has or- is likely to have a high degfe&amp;-af

reliab~.

Section 6. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.173 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby

repealed.

Section 7. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.178 of the Seattle Municipal Code is

amended as follows:

SMC 10.08.178 Frequent false alarms - Process for disregarding false alarms - In-person

verification.

A. In exercising his or her discretion to make ((an imfnediate))q dispatch in response to an

automatic property or automatic burglary alarm, the Chief of Police ((shall))Maa disregard a call for

emergeney as4stafwe))disyatc when:

1. ((The premises are not a r-esidenee; and

2-.-))The call comes from or is prompted by an automatic property alarm or automatic burglary

alarm that has a record of sending six (6) false alarms within a period of twelve (12) months; and

((3))2. The call is the only basis for making such a dispatch.

The Chief may consider such a call as an additional factor in making his or her decision to order ((an

immediate))a dispatch when an in-person verification from an individual at the

1i
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I premises, or other independent evidence, shows a need for ((iau-nediate)) police assistance at the

2 premises.

3 B. To discourage false alarms, the Chief may adopt a process of sending a letter ((or- delive-flifig

4 netiee))by regular mail informing the alarm system ((usef))monitoring comp of record of the

5 ((eeasequenees of )) false alarm history, the need to take corrective action, and the prospect that six (6)

6 false alarms within a twelve (12) month period shall result in the automatic signals being disregarded

and an in-person ((eafl-of)) verification being required or other independent information showing a need

for such a dispatch before ((an immediate))g dispatch will be made to the premises.

911 C. Before acting as authorized in subsection A of this section, the Chief shall send or deliver a
11

I

10
11

notice to the alarm system ((user))monitoring coMp that:

11 1. Six (6) false alarms have been received within a twelve (12) month period;

12 2. The remedy authorized in subsection A may be taken;

13 3. The ((i~~ff))alarrn system monitoring company may request a hearing before the Chief or his

14 designee and explain why the Chief should not take the proposed action; if no hearing is

15 requested, the Seattle Police Department will after ten (10) days disregard automatic signals from

16 the premises without a ((eall o )) verification from an individual or other independent

17 information showing a need for such dispatch; and

18 4. A requirement of an in-person communication or verification may remain in effect for a period

19 of three hundred sixty-five (365) days.

20 D. If a hearing is requested, the Chief shall schedule the hearing within ten (10) days. Both the

alarm user and a representative from the alarm system monitoring compgny are req ired to attend. The

Chief may take into consideration such factors as the steps that the alarm system user or alarm system

monitoring company has taken or is taking to correct the problem; the incidence of crime in the area; the

17
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3

9

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

facts and circumstances of the false alarms; and other relevant information presented by the user or the

monitoring company.

E. The Chief may suspend or cancel the remedy under subsection A if he or she detennines that

the automatic alarm system has been corrected to prevent the recurrence of false alarms.

F. "Dispatch" ( or- "immediate dispa4eh"-))means a discretionary decision whether to direct police

units to a location where there has been a report made, by whatever means, that police assistance or

investigation is needed. There is no duty to dispatch ((or- immediately dispateh-))under any

circumstances whatever, whether automatic alarms are involved or not, and all dispatch decisions are

made subject to competing priorities and available police response resources.

Section 8. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08. 180 of the Seattle Municipal Code is

amended as follows:

SNIC 10.08.180 Violation - Civil penalties

A. ((477)) The failure of an alarm system monitoring company that engages in business activities

in Seattle to comply with any of the requirements of Section 10.08.165 shall be a civil infraction as

contemplated by RCW Chapter 7.80 and subject as a Class I civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120(2) to

a maximum monetary penalty and a default amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) plus

statutory assessments. With respect to Subsections A, B, C, and E of Section 10.08.165, ((E))gach day

of noncompliance shall be a separate violation, and the monetary penalties shall accumulate.- With

respect to Subsection D of Section 10.08.165, each failure to verif an alarm signal that has beenY

accepted by the alarm system monitoring coMpM and results in a false alarm, shall be a separate

violation.

(
2. The sending of a false alanm as deser-ibed in Seetion 10.08.173 sha4l be a eivilinfr-aetion as

eontemplated by RGW Chapter- 7.80 and subjeet as a Class 2 eivil ia4aetian tmdef RGW 7.80.120(2) to
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menetffy penalties shall aeetmi~alatL-7))

B. The violation of or failure to comply with any other provisions of this subehapter shall be a

civil infraction as contemplated by RCW Chapter 7.80 and subject as a ((Gkass4))Class I civil infraction

under RCW 7.80.120(c) to a maximum penalty and a default amount of ((Fifty Dollars ($50.00)))Two

Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) plus statutory assessments.

C. There shall be a maximum penalty and default amount of ( Twenty five Dellaf s

($25.00)))Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) plus statutory assessments ( for any of the-fe4ewing.-,

false alafm within fifteen (15) days from the date of notiee
.-

2. As eenlemplated by RCW 7.80.080(2) and 7.80.070(2)(K), a failtffe to appear- at a requested

heafing; and

17-~))qs contemplated by RCW 7.80.160(3), for a failure to pay a penalty imposed pursuant to

subsection A or B.

eo- may or-def peffer-manee of a nidmbef of houfs E)f eemmunit-y sefviee instead. The eeuFt fn

sanetions upon pefsen -I-tml 41 co-+---+ -V --,.#
11 as eentemplated by RPAI 7.80.160(3) and R

Ghapter 7.24-.))

((E. The SeaWe Munieipa4 Getu4 may waive the first eivil penalty inetiffe

~usef a-rid elear- the ne.fiee of violation as a waffiiffg-ifi

1. The notiee deser-ibes a violation of 10.08A73;
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2. The netiee of violation is the fifst violation of Seetion 10.08.173 ineuffed by the alafffi-,ystem

usef on of aftef September- 1, 1993-;-~

3. Within fifteen (15) days after- the date of the netiee, the alarm system user- either follows the

instfue4iees on the baek of the notiee to affange aR appeafEmee in eetu4 of mails a ~wiA

applieation to the eetH4 requesting a Waiver- and deafanee as a waffiffig.
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I

7

Section 9. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after

its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04,020.

Passed by the City Council the
V.-

ay of 2003, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this -A,43-dayofCj.C,.0 ")I,.~_NOI

President of the City CounF1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Approved by me this T day of

Filed by me this :~- day of 2003.

(Seal)
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Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Office of the Mayor

September 9, 2003

Honorable Peter Steinbrueck

President

Seattle City Council

City Hall, 2
d

Floor

Dear Council President Steinbrueek:

The attached ordinance establishes fees for burglar and fire alarm licenses. These fees are necessary
to defray the costs of response to false or unintentional alarms by both the Seattle Police Department

(SPD) and Seattle Fire Department (SFD). In 2002, over 98% of the dispatched alarm calls for

police service were deemed false. In 200 1, over 75% of the dispatched alarm calls for fire service

were deemed, false, vnintentional or a system malfunction. Historically the costs of this response
has been paid by th~e City's general fund. Response to these false alarms continue to place a

signficant burden on SPD at)d, SFD resources that might otherwise be used to address real public

safety issues.

The proposed legislation seeks to levy a license fee for both burglary alarms and fire alarms to offset

these costs and discourage false or imirtentional alarms. The legislation will also levy a false

burgular alarm fee that will replace tb-Q false burglary alarm citation previously handled by the

Municipal Court. The new fees will be administered by the Department of Executive Administration

(DEA) under their regulatory and revenue licensing responsibilities. Under the new ordinance, the

annual license fees and false alarm fees will be the responsibility of, and billed to, the alarm

monitoring companies rather than to individual alarm system subscribers.

The main intent of the legislation is to hold alarm monitoring companies more accountable for false

alarms and reduce the number of unnecessary police and fire responses .
The legislation amends the

Seattle Municipal Code by repealing sections dealing with fire alarms that are out of date and

superceded, and amends certain sections to implement the new false burglary alarm procedures

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. Should you have questions, please contact Ken
Nakatsu at 684-0505, or Mel McDonald at 233-0071.

Ski..Cerely,

GREG'X-fC LS-,.

May6r of Sea4le

ce.- Honofab embers of the Seattle City Council

600 Fourth Avenue, 7"' Floor, Seattle, WA 98104-8154

Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811 Fax: (206) 684-5360, Email: mayors. office@ci. seattle.wa.us

An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon r94
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS

P_epartment:

I
Executive Administration

Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
Mel McDonald / 3-0071 Karl Stickel / 4-8085

Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE relating to alarm systems; establishing licensing and fee provisions for

burglar and fire alarm system monitoring companies; establishing penalties for false

burglar alarms and appeal procedures relative thereto; amending provisions for alarm

verification, frequent false alarms, and civil penalties; adding a new chapter to Seattle

Municipal Code Title 6, repealing Sections 10.08.080, 10.08.090, 10.08.100, 10.08.110,

10.08.120, 10.08.173, and amending Sections 10.08.140, 10.08.165, 10.08.178, and

10.08.180, respectively, of the Seattle Municipal Code.

Summaryof the Le2islation:

This proposed ordinance creates burglar and fire alarm fees to raise revenue and help

defray the costs of responding by both the Seattle Police Department (SPD) and Seattle

Fire Department (SFD) to false or unintentional alarms. The legislation also amends

SMC 10.08 by repealing sections dealing with fire alarms that are out of date and

superceded. The legislation amends certain sections to reflect the new procedures

concerning SPI) false burglar alarms.

Background: (Include brief description of thepurpose and context of legislation and

include record ofprevious legislation andjunding history, if applicable):

The proposed alarm fees will help to ftmd the activities of the Police and Fire

departments as they pertain to false alarms and alarm responses. The false and

unintentional alarms for both police and fire create expenses that have been historically

borne by the public through the general subfund. The number of alarm systems in the

City continues to grow and an increasing number of alarm systems results in increased

expenses to respond to such alarms.

To offset these increasing costs and to discourage false or unintentional alarms, the

proposed ordinance seeks to levy a license fee for both burglar alarms and fire alarms.

The legislation will also levy a false alarm fee on behalf of the SPD that will replace the

false alarm citation previously handled by the Municipal Court. The new fees will be

administered by the Department of Executive Administration (DEA) under their

regulatory and revenue licensing responsibilities. Under the new ordinance, the annual

license fees and false alarm fees will be the responsibility of, and billed to, the alarm

monitoring companies rather than to individual alarm system subscribers.
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SFD will also institute an alarm license fee under this ordinance. For fire alarms, there

are two main classifications-alarms required by the Seattle Fire Code and Seattle

Building Code, and alarms that are monitored because one or two family residences

request to be monitored (non required systems under the fire and building codes).

* Please check one ofthefollowing:

This leeislation does not have an3: financial implications. (Stop here and delete

the remainder of this documentprior to saving andprinting.)

X This legislation has financial iMplications. (Please complete all relevant

sections thatfbho-'v)

Increase in Expenses. Due to the administration of the fee, it's recommended that an

additional half time license and enforcement position be approved in DEA to administer

the billing of the alarm monitoring companies and also conduct audits to insure the proper

amount is being reported and paid. Total cost is $39,000 in 2004.

In support of SPD's increased role, it's recommended that an Administrative Specialist H
be added to SPD's budget, at an annual cost of $60,000, to assist in the tracking of false

alarms, maintaining SPD related dalabases, and coordinating the information with DEA.

The position will also assist the False Alarms Administrator with false alarm

correspondence and assist in the preparation of the alarm education class.

There will be no increase in the SFD budget.

Decrease in Expenses. Currently, the Seattle Municipal Court (SMC) schedules and

manages the hearings for false alam:i violations. As such, the SMC would realize a small

savings in the Magistrate's time spent on these hearings, as well as other administrative

areas. Further, with the new legislation, false alarm collections will no longer exist

within SMC, which could result in future savings yet to be determined. At this time, the

preliminary savings are estimated to be nominal.

Increase in Revenues. The City estimates that there will be an increase in revenues with

the implementation of the legislation. The burglar alarm license fee at $40 should raise

approximately $1,163,000. This estimate is based on national alarm industry estimates

for comparable cities, modified by the experience of Tacoma, which has recently adopted

a regulatory system similar to the one proposed here. The number of burglar alarms

within the City could be higher, but there is presently no way of determining an accurate

count. Upon obtaining the data from the alarm monitoring companies within the first

year, this number will be adjusted accordingly.

Fire alarmmonitored license fee revenue is estimated at $403,000 with the required alarm

license fee at $320 per year and the non-required alarm license fee at $80 per year.
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Appropriations: (Please only reflect the dollar amount actually appropriated by this

legislation)

Fund Name and Department Budget Control 2003 2004 Anticipated
Number Level* Appropriation Appropriation
General Subfund DEA Revenue &amp; $0 $39,000

(00100) Consumer Affairs

General Subfund SPD D/ $0 $60,000

'(00100) Administration

I
TOTAL $0 $99,000

* This is line ofbusinessfor operating budgets, andprogram orprojectfor capital

improvements

Notes: These appropriations will be made within the 2004 Proposed Budget.

Ant~dpated RevenuelReimbursement ResukLng From This LgpiLslation:

Fund Name and Department Revenue Source 2003 2004

Number Revenue Revenue

General Subfund DEA Alarm License $0 $1,566,000

(00100) Fees

TOTAL so

Notes: Approximately $340,000 was assumed for 2004 false alarni fee collections in the

SMC, and that revenue estimate is being transferred to DEA with the workload shift.

Total RMIar Positions Created Or Abrogated ThL2ygh This Legislation, Including
FTE Impact.

Position Title* Part-Time/ 2003 2003 2004 2004 71

Full Time Positions FTE Positions" FTE**

Licenses and Part-Time 0.5 FTE 0.5 FTE
Standards (DEA)

Inspector

Admin Spec H Full time 1 FTE 1 FTE

(SPD)

TOTAL None None 1.5 FTE 1.5 FTE

" Fund Name and Number: General Fund 00100

" Department: DEA and SPD, respectively

List each position separately
* 2004 positions and FTE are total 2004 position changes resultingftom this

legislation, not incremental changesfrom 2003.
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* Do, positions sunset in the future? (Ifyes, identify sunset date):

No

SpendinglCash Flow: (Please complete this section only in those cases where part or all

of thefunds will be spent in a different year than when they were appropriated (e.g., as in

the case of certain grants and capital projects)

Fund Name and

Number
Department Budget Control

Level*

2003

Expenditures

2004 Anticipated

Expenditures

N/A

TOTAL
This is line o businessfor operating budgets, andprogram orprojectfor capital

improvements

Notes:

What is the financial cost of not implementing the legislation? (Estimate the costs

to the City of nol, in,
'

plemenfing the legislation, including estimated costs to maintain

7or expand an ctisiingfacl:U~y or the cost avoidance due to replacement of an existing

facility, potential conflicts with regulatory requirements, or otherpotential costs if

the legislation is not implemented.)

None.

What are the possible alternatives to the leLyislation that could achieve the same
or similarqti~~ (Inch(de ai~vpotenlialallernatives to theproposed legislation,

such, as reducingfice-sapported activities, identifying outsidefunding sourcesforfee-

supported activities, etc)

None.

Is the leeislation subject to public hearing reguirements: (Ifyes, whatpublic

hearings have been held todate, andl'ur whatplans are inplace to hold apublic

hearing(s) in thefuture)

No.

Other Issues (including long-term implications of the legislation):

With the implementation of the new legislation, there may be opposition fi7om the

alarm monitoring companies, and related market segments, with respect to the new

processes involved in paying the license fee and tracking false alarms through their

customer base.
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ORDINANCE

2

AN ORDINANCE relating to alarm systems; establishing licensing and fee proxXisions for burglar and

fire alarm system monitoring companies; establishing penalties for fal burglar alarms and

appeal procedures relative thereto; amending provisions for alarm verification, frequent false

alarms, and civil penalties; adding a new chapter to Seattle Munige'
,

pal Code Title 6, repealing

Sections 10.08.080, 10.08.090, 10.08.100, 10.0&amp; 110,

10,08.Z12,t

10.08.173, and amending

e,cSections 10.08.140, 10.08.165, 10.08.178, and 10.08. ectively, of the Seattle Municipal

Code.

WHEREAS, the number of monitored fire and property alam)6 within the city of Seattle continues to

grow and the costs associated with responding to th 6e alarms has increased accordingly; and
,st's

WHEREAS, over ninety-eight percent of all burglar ar,)A property alarms requiring police dispatch are

ultimately proven to be false alarms; and

10

11

12

13

14

15

WHEREAS, alarm monitoring companies curre9fly enjoy the benefit of police response to their

customers' alarms without any accounAility for the accuracy or reliability of their alarm

systems; and

WHEREAS, the efforts of City employe s in tracking and administering fees for false alarms will be

minimized if such fees are c(
1[

i

cted from alarm monitoring companies;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY TH~tITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Effectiv/January 1, 2004, a new Chapter is added to Title 6, Subtitle
1,

of the Seattle

Municipal Code as foll

CHAPTER 6.1 Alarm System Monitoring Companies - Fire Alarm Monitoring Companies

Subchapter I -/Alarm System Monitoring Companies

M~f 6.10.005 Definitions.

,A/The definitions contained in Chapters 5.30 of the Seattle Municipal Code shall be fully

applicable to this chapter except as expressly stated to the contrary herein.

I
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B. "Alarm system monitoring company," "burglary alarm," "panic alarm", "property alarm,"

and "robbery alarm" have the meanings contained in SMC Chapter 10.08.

C. "Alarm system" or "alarm device" means any system, device, or mechanism which, when

activated, transmits a telephonic, wireless, electronic, video, or other form of message to an'
alarm

system monitoring company, or some other number, or emits an audible or visible
sipal

that can be

heard or seen by persons outside the protected premises, or transmits a signal be. nd the premises in

some other fashion, except any system, device, or mechanism primarily pro cting a motor vehicle. An

alarm system or alarm device may consist of one or more components
~.g.,

motion detector, window

breach detector, or similar components) all reporting to a central system panel which, in turn, is

10 connected to or reports to an alarm system monitoring compan ia telephonic, wireless, electronic,

I 1 11 video, or other form of message.

SMC 6.10.010 Alarm System Monitoring /mpanies - License required - Fee.

A. It is unlawful for any person to enga n business in the City of Seattle as an alarm system

monitoring company without first having obtaified an annual license to do so. An annual license is

required regardless of whether alarms are
/
monitored from a location inside or outside Seattle. The fee

for such annual license is based upon ~,wo components: (1) The following aggregate amount:

Zero to 100 Seattle monitored alarms ............................... $ 100.00 per annum;

10 1 to 200 Seattle Monitored alarms ................................ $200.00 per annum;

201 to 500 Seattle monitored alarms ................................ $400.00 per annum;

Over 500 Seattle monitored alarms .................... ............ $500.00 per annum;
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and (2) Forty Dollars ($40) per year for each property alarm, burglary alarm, robbery alarm and panic

alarm located in Seattle and monitored by the alarm system monitoring company at any time during the

calendar year.
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B. The license required pursuant to this chapter is separate from and in additionto any license

ve

required by any other chapter of the Seattle Municipal Code including, but not li d to, that required

pursuant to Chapter 5.45, Business License Tax; Chapter 5.55, General Admi 1
~

s
tr

a
tt
ie

Provisions; and

Chapter 6.08, pertaining to burglar alarms installers.

SMC 6.10.015 Annual license and due date.

A. The annual license renewal fee shall be payable in a#ance by the alarm system monitoring

company on a calendar year basis. Licenses expire on Decem'ber 31 in the calendar year in which they

were issued and must be renewed by January 31 of the n9k"t year in order to avoid penalty.

,I,Iicense
shall be on forms specified by the DirectorB. Application for, and renewal of, the annua

and shall be accompanied by the license fee. Each/a:nnual application for, or renewal of, a license shall
11

contain a list of all addresses at which monitorpd alarm systems are installed, the name of the
I

i

corresponding subscriber, customer numbe~-,;~'if applicable, and the number of alarm systems at such

address.

J

Ip

SMC 6.10.020 Calculation ~f fees.

A. New alarm monitoring companies will pay the fee contained in SMC 6~ 10.0 10 A (1), which
X

shall be computed on the number of alarm systems monitored at the time of initial application.
1~

B. The license fee Omponent contained in SMC 6.10.010 A (1) shall not be adjusted quarterly

for the number of alarm systems monitored each quarter, however the fee shall be prorated on a

quarterly basis at the time of initial application.

24
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5

C. The license fee component contained in SMC 6. 10.010 A (2) shall be adjusted quarterly to

reflect additional alarm systems first monitored during that quarter. Each alarm system monitoring

company shall file quarterly, in the format specified by the Director, a list of all additional addresses at

which it monitored alarms during such quarter, the name of the corresponding subscriber, the

number of alarms at such address. The quarterly report shall be accompanied by pay of the

7

additional forty dollar ($40.00) per alarm system fee due, if any. See proration c~yulations
in SMC

6.10.030 below. The quarterly report should also list alarm systems that have een discontinued or, ife

known, transferred to another alarm monitoring company.

D. Each alarm system monitoring company shall file a quarterl report regardless of whether
7---y
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any additional fees are due.

SMC 6.10.030 License fee proration.

A. In calculating the license fee component cont#ed in SMC 6. 10.0 10 A (1), only the initial

license fee will be prorated on a quarterly basis for applications made after the first quarter. The license

fee component contained in SMC 6. 10.0 10 A (2) will be prorated in equal amounts on a quarterly basis

for alarm systems that begin to be monitored aft~r the first quarter. A credit will be given for the

prorated portion of the license fee contained
~fi

SMC 6. 10.010 A (2) paid by another alarm monitoring

company for the present year on an alar 'ystern that is transferred from one company to another alarm

monitoring company; provided that sat factory proof that the license fee component contained in SMC

6. 10. 010 A (2) has been paid is sup
i

PAed to the Director.

SMC 6.10.040 Duty of censee.

A. It shall be the duty of all licensees granted licenses under this chapter to comply with all

applicable regulations in this chapter or elsewhere, including, without limitation, SMC Chapter 10.08.
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The failure of any licensee to do so shall be a violation of this chapter and grounds to suspend or revoke

the license.

B. No licensee granted a license under this chapter shall allow any person who has had their

alarm monitoring license revoked or suspended by the City of Seattle to be financially interested in its

business, or to be in its employ, within one year from the date of such revocation.,or suspension.
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No license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be transferable uytiess in accordance with SMC

Chapter 6.02. A person not previously licensed that assumes resporigibility for monitoring alarms for

SMC 6.10.050 Licenses not transferable.

which another person has paid the annual license fee shall obtaiiy~ new license for the remainder of the

year by paying the license fee component contained in SMC 10.010 A (1).

SMC 6.10.060 Duty to inform subscribers of-ordinance and billing policies.

I

All persons licensed pursuant to this chapter shall supply each of their system subscribers with

copies of this chapter and chapter 10.08. License,6s who choose to bill their subscribers for the license

fee imposed by this chapter shall give to each-ld their subscribers a copy of the licensee's policies and

practices with respect to such billing.

SMC 6.10.070 Suspension or~revocation of license.

The Director shall have the power and authority to suspend or revoke any license issued under

the provisions of this chapter as ~jdt
forth in SMC Chapter 6.02. No suspended or revoked license may

be reinstated without prior payi;nent of all fees due and outstanding, including false alarm fees. TheI

Director shall notify the Seattle Police Department of any revocation or suspension, and in the discretion

of the Police Department, no response may be made to any alarms monitored by the alarm system
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monitoring company until the license is reinstated. An alarm system monitoring company whose license

has been revoked or suspended shall notify each of its subscribers of the revocation or suspension. The

notice shall be in writing and shall be mailed to all subscribers no later than the tenth calendar day

following such suspension or revocation.

SMC 6.10.080 Penalty and interest for failure to pay.
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A. If a license application, renewal, quarterly report, or payment oflany fee due under this

chapter is not received on or before the last day of the month in which/Abecomes due or within an

extension of time granted by the Director, there shall be added to amount, a penalty of ten percent

(10%) of the fees owing or Twenty Dollars ($20), whichever~greater, if the payment is received

between one (1) and thirty (30) days after the date it beco es due, or a penalty of twenty percent (20%)01

of the fees owing or Thirty Doilars. ($30), whichever' greater, if the payment is later than thirty (30)

days after the due date.

B. The licensee shall be notified by
19

All of the amount of any penalties so added, and the same

shall become due and shall be paid withinkil days from the date of such notice.

SMC 6.10.090 Violation -- Ovil Penalties.

The failure of a person thq'engages in business in Seattle as an alarm system monitoring

company to comply with any provision of this chapter shall be a civil infraction as contemplated by

I

RCW Chapter 7.80 and sul~f.ect as a Class I civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120(2) to a maximum

monetary penalty and a qefault amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) plus statutory

assessments. Each day of noncompliance shall be a separate violation, and the monetary penalties shall

accumulate.
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SMC 6.10.100 Penalty for false alarms.

The sending of an alarm by an automatic property alarm and/or automatic burglary alarm, which

results in the dispatch of the police to the premises on an emergency basis shall be subject to a false

alarm response fee of one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125.00) whenever: (A) there is no evidence of a

crime or other activity that would warrant a call for police assistance or investigatio '~at the premises;

and (B) no individual who was on or near the premises, or who had viewed a vi feo communication from

the premises, called for the dispatch and confirmed a need for a police reswnse. The false alarm

,gipany.response fee shall be assessed against the alarm system monitoring co

SMC 6.10.110 Notice and hearing on penalty for fals~,ilarms.

loll A. The Department shall mail by first class mail a written notice of the false alarm response fee

to the alarm monitoring company. The notice shall state.1he date and time of the false alarm, and that

12 the alarm monitoring company is entitled to a hearing'to respond to the notice and introduce any

13 evidence to refute or mitigate the fee. All false 4larm fees are due and payable within thirty (30) days of

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

the date that the Department mails the notice,~11~ffless: (1) an appeal is filed pursuant to subsection B of

this section, in which case the fees
appeat6d

from are due and payable within ten (10) days after the date

of the written ruling, or (2) a waiverj~ requested and an alarm user class is scheduled pursuant to

subsection D of this section.

B. An alarm system r
,

ribrlitoring company wanting to contest a false alarm fee shall file a written

appeal with the Director wAhirfllirty (30) days after the date of the notice. A hearing shall be held by

the Director, or the Director's designee, not more than fourteen (14) days from the date the appeal is

filed. Within twenty (20) days after the hearing, the Department shall issue a written ruling including

factual findings and the Director's conclusion, with supporting reasons, affirming or reversing the

notice. The Decision of the Director shall be final.

24



McDonald/Scu/imf

Alarm Fee Ordinance

Version 10

10123/03 // 12:28 PM

10

1

C. The Director may, but is not required to, delegate authority to conduct hearings under this

section to the Seattle Police Department.

D. The Director may waive the first false alarm fee, on a one-time basis, if the owner of the

,~attle Municipalmonitored alarm attends an alarm user class as defined in Section 10.08.140 of the Se

Code. The owner of the alarm must attend the class within 90 days of the date of the false alarm billing.

Subehapter 11 - Fire Alarm Monitoring Companies

SMC 6.10.205 Definitions.

A. "Fire alarm monitoring company" means any individu artnership, corporation, or other

form of association that is listed with Underwriters'
Laboratorie~as

a "Full Service Company" or

"Monitoring Company," and engages in the business of mo oring fire alarm systems located within the

12 city of Seattle.

13 B. "Fire alarm system' 'means system or porti?ln
of a combination system consisting of

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

I

components and circuits arranged to monitor and
7'unciate

the status of fire alarm or supervisory

f

signal-initiating devices and to initiate the
appropriate response to those signals. This definition is not

intended to include heat or smoke detectors t* are installed in conjunction with property or burglary

alarms as defined in SMC 10.08.140.

SMC 6.10.210 Fire Alarm Monitoring Companies - License Required - Fee.

A. It is unlawful for a fire alarm monitoring company to engage in the business of monitoring

fire alarm systems located within the city of Seattle without first having obtained an annual license to do

so. The fee for such annual license is based upon two components: (1) The following aggregate

amount:

Zero to 100 Seattle monitored alarm systems ......................... $100.00 per annum;

24



McDonald/Seulimf

Alarm Fee Ordinance

Version 10

10/23/03 /112:28 PM

10 1 to 200 Seattle monitored alarm systems .......................... $200.00 per annum.;

2
201 to 500 Seattle monitored alarm systems .......................... $400.00 per annum;

Over 500 Seattle monitored alarm systems ........................... $500.00 per annum;

and (2) one of the following amounts for each fire alarm located in Seattle and monitore, y the fire

alarmmonitoring company at any time during the calendar year:

a. Alarm systems required by Seattle Fire Code or Seattle Bu~Amg Code .... $320.00 per

alarm system, per annum;

b. Alarm systems not required by Seattle Fire Code
?tISeattle Building Code $80.00 per

alarm system, per annum.

B, The license required pursuant to this subchapter eparate from and in addition to any license

required by any other chapter of the Seattle Municipal e including, but not limited to, that required

24

pursuant to Chapter 5.45, Business License Tax; Ch ter 5.55, General Administrative Provisions; and

Chapter 6.08, pertaining to burglar alarms install94.

C, The issuance and renewal of a lice

/
e pursuant to this subchapter is conditioned upon the fire

alarm monitoring company's continuing c formance with all requirements of the Seattle Fire Code and

the Seattle Fire Department Administra)ive Rules for central station monitoring.

SNIC 6.10.215 Annual liceise and due date.

A. The annual licenser

776wal
fee shall be payable in advance by the fire alarm monitoring

company on a calendar year basis. Licenses expire on December 31 in the calendar year in which they

were issued and must be renewed by January 31 of the next year in order to avoid penalty.

B. Application for, and renewal of, the annual license shall be on forms specified by the Director

and shall be accompanied by the license fee. Each annual application for, or renewal of, a license shall
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I contain a list of all buildings in which the applicant monitors fire alarm systems, showing the street

address for each building where the applicant monitors fire alarm systems; the number of fire alarm

systems monitored by the applicant in each individual listed building; and the name,addresses and

A. New fire alarm monitoring companies will pay the fee contairt6d in SMC 6.10.210 A (1),

telephone number for the owner of each monitored fire alarm system.

SMC 6.10.220 Calculation of fees.

which shall be computed on the number of alarm systems monitored
I

the time of initial application.

B, The license fee component contained in SMC 6.10.21 QVA (1) shall not be adjusted quarterly

for the number of fire alarm systems monitored each quarter, owever the fee shall be prorated on a

quarterly basis at the time of initial application.

C. The license fee component contained in SMO, 6.10.210 A (2) shall be adjusted quarterly to
11

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

reflect additional alarm systems first monitored dur* -'g that quarter. Each fire alarm monitoring

company shall file quarterly, in the format speci'y`eid by the Director, a list of all additional addresses at

which it monitored alarms during such quartq',
the name of the corresponding subscriber, and the

number of alarms at such address. The quarterly report shall be accompanied by payment of the
I

additional per-alarm-system fee due, if
'

.
See proration calculations in SMC 6.10.230 below. ThePy

quarterly report should also list fire qfarm systems that have been discontinued or, if known, transferred

to another fire alarm monitoring C any.

D. Each fire alarm monilbring company shall file a quarterly report regardless of whether any

additional fees are due.

SMC 6.10.230 License fee proration.

A. In calculating the license fee component contained in SMC 6.10.2 10 A (1), only the initial

license fee will be prorated on a quarterly basis for applications made after the first quarter. The license

10
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

fee component contained in SMC 6.10.210 A (2) will be prorated in equal amounts on a quarterly basis

for fire alarm systems that begin to be monitored after the first quarter. A credit will be gj*,ven for the

prorated portion of the license fee contained in SMC 6.10.210 A (2) paid by another fife alarm

monitoring company for the present year on a fire alarm system that is transferre&amp;irom one company to

another fire alarm monitoring company; provided that satisfactory proof that~Ae license fee component

contained in SMC 6.10.210 A (2) has been paid is supplied to the Directo.f.

SMC 6.10.240 Duty of licensee; License not transferable; Duty to inform subscribers;

Penalty and interest for failure to pay; Violation - Civil pe~fialties.

The provisions applicable to alarm system monitori~g companies contained in SMC. 6.10.040,

6.10.050, 6.10.060, 6.10.080, and 6.10.090 shall be applicable to fire alarm monitoring companies as if

fully set forth herein. Reference in these sections tqAhe Seattle Police Department shall be construed in

i

this subchapter as reference to the Seattle Fire D~6artment, Reference in the above sections to alarm

system monitoring companies shall be construi6d in this subchapter as reference to fire alarm monitoring

companies. This chapter does not modify amy provision of SMC 12A.60.105, and is not intended to

impose any penalty for activating or trigering a false fire alarm.

SMC 6.10.250 Suspension o revocation of license.

The Director shall have the'. ower and authority to suspend or revoke any license issued under
p

the provisions of this chapter as ~et forth in SMC Chapter 6.02. No suspended or revoked license may
i

be reinstated without prior payment of all fees due and outstanding. A fire alarm monitoring company

whos' e license has been revoked or suspended shall notify each of its subscribers of the revocation or

suspension. The notice shall be in writing and shall be mailed to all subscribers no later than the tenth

caler~dar day following such suspension or revocation.

24
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Section 2. Effective January 1, 2004, Sections 10.08.080, 10.08.090, 10.08.100, 10.08.110,

10.08.120, and 10.08.173 of the Seattle Municipal Code are hereby repealed in their entirety,.,

Section 3. Effective January 1, 2004, Subsection A of Section 10.08.140 of the S~attle

Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SMC 10.08.140 Definitions.

As used in this subehapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated unless the context clearly
j

requires another interpretation:

A. "Alarm system monitoring company" means any individual partnership, corporation, or

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

other form of association that engages in the business of monitorin" property, burglary, robbery, or9

panic alarms((, and r-epeffing at+y aetivation of sueh alarm syj~u",z tA tLg'.
Q Doi 171

D.e.-Rle . Me DepUtImel-A)

Section 4. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 1.,0.08.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code is

amended to add three new subsections as follows:

"Alarm user class" means a class'provided by the Alarm Unit of the Seattle Police Department

for the ppgLose of educating alarm users abo Ise alarms.

"Alarm system" or "alarm device" means any system device, or mechanism which, whe

activated, transmits a telephonic, wirele~ electronic. video, or other form of message to an alarm

system monitoring coinparly, or someA number, or emits an audible or visible signal that can be

heard or seen by persons outside the protected preniises, or transmits a sig ial beyond the premises in

some other fashion, except ~Ln Iy system, device, or mcchansm primarily protecting a motor vehicle. An

alarm system or alarm device mqy consist of one or more components (e.g., motion detector, window

breach detector, or similarcoMponents) all reporting to a central unit/system panel which, in turn, is

12
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connected to or reports to an alarm system monitoring compgny via telephonic, wireless, electronic,

video, or other form of message.

"Director" means the Director of Executive Administration of the CijY or M officer, agent or

eLnployee of the Cily designated to act on the Director's behalf.

The City's Code Reviser is authorized and directed to insert thesepiew subsections in

6
alphabetical order, and to renumber SMC 10.08.140 accordingly.

Section 5. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.165 oVhe Seattle Municipal Code is

i

i

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

amended as follows:

SMC 10.08.165 Alarm system monitoring compa~ies -- Verification process.

Every alarm system monitoring company engaging in b iness activities in Seattle shall:

A. Obtain a City of Seattle business license from the Department of ((Finanee))Executive

Administration as provided in SMC Cha ter 6. 10;p

B. Provide the Chief of Police such info, ation about the nature of its property alarms, burglary

alarms, robbery alarms, and panic alarms; its~,iftiethod of monitoring; its program for preventing false

alarms; and its method of disconnecting ayd7ible alarms, each as the Chiefmay require by rule adopted

pursuant to the Administrative Code, Copter 3.02;

C. Maintain a current list of subscribers' -names and the associated protected premises it

serves, which list shall be (t--,-e--ss;.-We0)gjyen to the ( Chief at all times)) Director on a quarterly basis;

D. Verify with those subsc e an automatic alarm system, each alan-n siggal that hasr1bers who hay

been accgted by the alarm system monitoring coMp ((M4ntain))jjs n a verification process ((v*-h~g

unnecessary police dispatches.((;-~))

F))to prevent false alarms from resulting in

13
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10

1. An qggrnpt by the alarm system monitoring coMpM, or its representative
,
to contact the

I

12

13

14

15

16

A verification process is an independent method of determining that a signal from an automatic

qlarm system. reflects a need for police assistance or investigation. The means of verification shall

include one (1) or more of the following:

alarm site and/or alarm user by telephone and/or other electronic means, whet ler or not actual contact
I)-

with a person is made, to determine whether an alarm signal is valid befor requesting law enforcement

&amp;patch, in an attempt to avoid an unnecessary alarm dispatch request./For the purpose of this

ordinance, telephone verification shall require, as a lvi'lljimum, that 6-econd call be made to a different

_~t fails to reach an alanii user who can nioperly identify themselves tontimber if the firs~ qqgm

determine whether an alarm siiznal is valid before recluestina
14 enforcement dispatch;

2. A feature that permits the alarm system user or
/person

authorized by the user to send a

cancellation code to the alarm system monitodng comn6nv that will cancel an alarm immediately after it

has been sent and prevent the monitoring coMpany Olling for a police dispatch;

3. The installation of a video system that *ovides the alarm system monitoring comppy when

the signal is received with the abilitv to ascertdn that activjjy is occurring, which warrants police
I

assistance or investigation-,

17

18

19

20

4. An inde endent confirmation jAat a signal reflects a need for police assistance or investigation

t

either by the ~jlarm em user a scgi at or near the premises, or an altemate response agency made

before dispatching pol:icqLor
1

5. An alternate system that the Chief determines has or is likely to have a high degree o

Kel~iqbilit~.

14
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10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

20
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E. When the Chief reports that there appears to have been a false alarm at a subscriber's

premises, work cooperatively with the subscriber and the Chiefin order to determine the cause thereof

and prevent recurrences.

Ifee
fty

unfil a deeisiwi is 4ade pa

disp-ate-Ift. The means of ver-ifiealion may ifl--l-A-
i'" Ar. MAVia. Afthe felloA4ag!

7,

3. The installation of avideo system thqi pr-evides the alarm system moniter-i whe

5. An after-fl-ate-syst-effi that the Chief determines has or is likely to have a high degr-ee of

r-e4iabilhy.

Section 6. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.173 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby

repealed.

15
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Section 7. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.178 of the Seattle Municipal Code is

amended as follows:

7

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2

SMC 10.08.178 Frequent false alarms - Process for disregarding false alarms - In-person

verification.

A. In exercising his or her discretion to make ((an iwmedi )q dispatch in response to an

automatic property or automatic burglary alarm, the Chief of Police ((shall))pLa'y disregard a call for

((eniergeney-as&amp;istanee))dispatch when:

1. The premises ffe not a fesidenee; and

2L. -))The call comes from or is prompted by an automatic property alarm or automatic burglary

alarm that has a record of sending six (6) false alarms within aperiod of twelve (12) months; and

((3))Z. The call is the only basis for making such a dispatch.

The Chief may consider such a call as an additional factor in making his or her decision to order ((an

immediate))A dispatch when an in-person &amp;al~)) vefification from an individual at ((e"ear-)) the

premises, or other independent evidence, shows need for ((immediate)) police assistance at the

premises.

B. To discourage false alarms, the'(hief may adopt a process of sending a letter ((or- deliver-i

nefie ))by regplar mail informing the a)~rrn system ((u-sff))monitoring ~j~aqy of record of the

((eensequenees--E~a)) false alarm history. the need to take corrective action, and the prospect that six (6)

7~

false alarms within a twelve (12
~*onth

period shall result in the automatic signals being disregarded

and an in-person ((eall o )) verffication being r

.

equired or other independent information showing a need

A-+
for such a dispatch before ...fffiediatej a dispatch will be made to the premises.

22 C. Before acting as authorized in subsection A of this section, the Chief shall send or deliver a

23 notice to the alarm system ((u-sef))monitoring cop2pggy that:

24 1

16
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1. Six (6) false alarms have been received within a twelve (12) month period;

2. The remedy authorized in subsection A may be taken;

3. The ((u&amp;ff))alarm system monitoring compgpy may request a hearing before the Chief or his

designee and explain why the Chief should not take the proposed action; if no hearing is

requested, the Department will after ten (10) days disregard automatic signals from the premises

without a ((eaH-ef)) verification from an individual or other independent information showing a

need for such dispatch; and

4. A requirement of an in-person communication or verification may remain in effect for a period

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

of three hundred sixty-five (365) days.

D. If a hearing is requested, the Chief shall schedule *e hearing within ten (10) days. Both the

alarm user and a representative from the alarm system mon4toring coMppy are required to attend. The

Chief may take into consideration such factors as the steps that the alarm system user or alarm system

monitoring company has taken or is taking to correct"the problem; the incidence of crime in the area; the

facts and circumstances of the false alarms; and/other
relevant information presented by the user or the

monitoring company.

E. The Chiefmay suspend or canceYthe remedy under subsection A if he or she determines that

the automatic alarm system has been corrected to prevent the recurrence of false alarms.
X

F. "Dispatch" ((of "Lmmediatp dispateh" ))means a discretionary decision whether to direct police

units to a location where there has hLn a report made, by whatever means, that police assistance or

investigation is needed, There is J9 duty to dispatch ( or irmnediately dispateh ))under any

circumstances whatever, whether automatic alarms are involved or not, and all dispatch decisions are

made subject to competing priorities and available police response resources.

17
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Section 8. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.180 of the Seattle Municipal Code is

amended as follows:

SNIC 10.08.180 Violation - Civil penalties

A. ((4-.)) The failure of an alarm system monitoring company that engages in business activities

in Seattle to comply with any of the requirements of Section 10.08.165 shall be a c.Jvil infraction as

contemplated by RCW Chapter 7.80 and subject as a Class I civil infraction upder RCW 7.80.120(2) to

/,
,,

ollars ($250.00) plusa maximum monetary penalty and a default amount of Two Hundred Fifty

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
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24

statutory assessments. With respect to Subsections A, B, C, and E of
,

tion 10.08.165, (E-))~wh day

of noncompliance shall be a separate violation, and the monetary p
'

alties shall accumulate.- With

y m signal that has been
re~pect to Subsection D of Section 10.08.165., each failure to ve4f an alar

accoted by the alarm system monitoring coMpany and resu alarm, shall be a separate

violation.

((2., The sending of a Nse alaR~n as dese-:1-A Qpation 10.08.173 sWI be a Pivil 44faefien-as

eetAemplated by RCW Chapter- 7.80 and subjel-et. Glass 21 eivil in aetion ead
'

'I, --A &amp;etioa 10.08.173shall be a eparate viol fien, and thean alarm uRder- the eir-eumstanees F.WV-

ffie &amp;W~-penalties shall aeeiimulate-))

B. The violation of or failure to c(pply with any other provisions of this subehapter shall be a

civil infraction as contemplated by RC~
Chapter 7.80 and subject as a ((Qes-,4))CIass I civil infraction

under RCW 7.80.120(c) to a maximum,,penalty and a default amount of ((Fifty Dollar-s-($54-."))Two,

Hundred Fifty Dollars (S250) plus statutory assessments.

C. There shall be a maximum penalty and default amount of ((T-went~, five Dollars

($2-5-.00)) Two Hundred Fift Dollars ($250) plus statutory assessments ((

18
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false a4afm within fifteen (15) days &amp;9m the date ef metiee;

2. As, eontemplated by RGW 7.80.080(2) and 7.80.070(2)(K-), a failufe to appeaf at a requested

he a f i ng; wn-d

3-.As))~s conternplated by RCW 7.80.160(3), Lor a failure to pay a penalty in:posed pursuant to

subsection A or B.

((D. If the eetn4 detefmines that a persen has insuffleiefft funds tepayA-he menetffy penalty, the7

sane4ieas upon per-son found in eentempt of eouA as eontempkat.ed by,4D CW 7.80.160(3) and RC
.1
-

The SeaWe Munieipa4 Cotu4 may waive the first Ovil penaRy incuffed by an alafm system

1. The netiee deser-ibes a violation of Seet.i.-Aft 10.08. 173;

2. The aefice of violation is the firstvi-al ffitiyb~ of Seefien 10.08.173 ineuffed by the alafm system

user on or aftef September 1, 199~~, /

instfuefiefis on the baek of --h-- fi-o-rk-e-be, n eetu4 er- mails a vff i#eff

19
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Section 9. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after

its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Y

Passed by the City Council the day of_, 2003, and signeAy me in open

session in authentication of its passage this day of 2003,.e'

President /of the City Council
10

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Approved by me this _ day of_, 200

gory J. Nickels, Mayor

I

Filed by me this_ day of 2003.

City Clerk

(Seal)

I

20
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ORDINANCE

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

AN ORDlNANCE relating to alarm systems; establishing licensing and fee provisions fq~burglar and

fire alarm system monitori n, conip anics; establishing penalties for false burglar'alarms and

appeal procedures relati-ve t hereto, amending provisions for alarm verificatiod,` frequent false

alarms, and civil pena'h 1.cs.- addin- a new chapter to Seatfle Municipal Code~,Title 6, repealing

Sections 10-08.080, 10-08-090~ 10-08-100,10-0&amp;110, 10.08.120, 10.08.173, and amending
Sections 10.08.140, 10.08.165, 10.08.178, and 10.08.180, respectively,,~f the Seattle Municipal
Code.

WHEREAS, the number of monitored fire and property alarms within the/c'ity of Seattle continues to

grow and the costs associated with responding to these alarms has increased accordingly; and

WHEREAS, over ninety-eight percent of all burglar and property ala,fins requiring police dispatch are

ultimately proven to be false alarms; and J
1
1
'

WHEREAS, alarm monitoring companies currently enjoy the benefit of police response to theirC z

customers' alarms without any accountability for the acc-Uracy or reliability of their alarrn

systems; and

WHEREAS, the efforts of City employees in tracking and.,i'administering fees for false alarms will be
minimized if such fees are collected from alarm monitoring companies;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Effective January 1, 2004, a Rew Chapter is added to Title 6, Subtitle I, of the Seattle

Municipal Code as follows:

CHAPTER 6.10 Alarm System Monitoring Companies - Fire Alarm Monitoring Companies

Subehapter I - Alarm System Monitoi ing Companies

SMC 6.10.005 Definitions.

A. The definitions contained in Chapters 5.30 of the Seattle Municipal Code shall be fully

applicable to this chapter except as expressly stated to the contrary herein.
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B. "Alarm system monitoring company," "burglary alarm ...

..

panic alarm", "PropertyWarm

and "robbery alarm" have the meanings contained in SMC Chapter 10.08.

C. "Alarm system" or "alarm device" means any system, device, or

mecl~a~n-m
which, when

activated, transmits a telephonic, wireless, electronic, video, or other form of in
/
sage to an alarm

system monitoring company, or some other number, or emits an audible or isible signal that can be

heard or seen by persons outside the protected premises, or transmits afignal beyond the premises in

some other fashion, except any system, device, or mechanism primg;ily protecting a motor vehicle. An

alarm system or alarm device may consist of one or more comonents (e.g., motion detector, window

10

I I

12

13

14!

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

breach detector, or similarcomponents) all reporting to a central unit/system panel which, in turn, is

connected to or reports to an alarm system monitoring company via telephonic, wireless, electronic,

video, or other form of message.

SNIC 6.10.010 Alarm System Monitoring Companies - License required - Fee.

A. It is unlawful for any person to engage in business in the City of Seattle as an alarm system

monitoring company without first having' obtained an annual license to do so. An annual license is

required regardless of whether alarms
I

are monitored from a location inside or outside Seattle. The fee

for such annual license is based 4pon two components: (1) The following aggregate amount:

Zero to 100 S cattle monitored alarms ............................... $100.00 per annum;

101 to 200 Scattl onitored alarms ................................ $200.00 per annum;

201 to 500 Seattle monitored alarms ................................ $400.00 per annum;

Over 500 Seattle monitored alarms ................................. $500.00 per annum;

2



McDonald/Seu/irnf

Alann Fee Ordinance

Version 9a

09/05/03 // 3:31 PM

and (2) Forty Dollars ($40) per year for each property alarm, burglary alarm, robbery alarm and
~anic

alarm located in Seattle and monitored by the alarm system monitoring company at any time 0 ng the

calendar year.

B. The license required pursuant to this chapter is separate from and in additi6n to any license

required by any other chapter of the Seattle Municipal Code including, but not
/
limited to, that required

pursuant to Chapter 5.45, Business License Tax; Chapter 5.55, General Adr6inistrative Provisions; and

12

13

14

15

16

17

is

19

20

21

22

23

24

Chapter 6.08, pertaining to burglar alarms installers.

I
SMC 6.10.015 Annual license and due date.

A. The aniiiial license renewal fee shall be payable inadvance by the alarm system monitoring

company on a calendar year basis. Licenses expire on 1)~cember 31 in the calendar year in which they

were issued and must be renewed by January 31 of th~ next year in order to avoid penalty.

B. Application for, and renewal of, the annual license shall be on forms specified by the Director

and shall be accompanied by the license fee. E'. ach annual application for, or renewal of, a license shall

contain a list of all addresses at which monitored alarm systems are installed, the name of the

corresponding subscriber, customer nui:nber, if applicable, and the number of alarm systems at such

address.

SMC 6.10.020 Calculation of fees.

A. New alarm monitoring companies will pay the fee contained in SMC 6. 10. 010 A (1), which

shall be computed on the number of alarm systems monitored at the time of initial application.

B. The license~.fee component contained in SMC 6. 10.010 A (1) shall not be adjusted quarterly

for the number of alarm systems monitored each quarter, however the fee shall be prorated on a

quarterly basis at the time of initial application.

3
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6

10

ti

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

C. The license fee component contained in SNIC 6.10.010 A (2) shall be adjusted quarterly~lb

reflect additional alarm systems first monitored during that quarter. Each alarm system monitoring

company shall file quarterly, in the format specified by the Director, a list of all additional addresses at

which it monitored alarms during such quarter, the name of the corresponding subscrib~f,
and the

number of alarrns at such address. The quarterly report shall be accompanied by p4~~ment of the

additional forty dollar ($40.00) per alarm system fee due, if any. See proratiort,/c~alculations in SMC

6.10.030 below. The quarterly report should also list alarm systems that hAV/e been discontinued or, if

known, transferred to another alarm monitoring company.

D. Each alarm system monitoring company shall file a quarterly report regardless of whether

any additional fees are due.

SMC 6.10.030 License fee proration.

A. In calculating the license fee component contained in SMC 6.10.010 A (1), only the initial

license fee will be prorated on a quarterly basis for applications made after the first quarter. The license

fee component contained in SMC 6. 10.010 A (2) will be prorated in equal amounts on a quarterly basis

for alarm systems that begin to be monitored after the first quarter. A credit will be given for the

prorated portion of the license fee contained in SMC 6. 10.010 A (2) paid by another alarm monitoring

company for the present year on an alarm system that is transferred from one company to another alarm

monitoring company; provided that satisfactory proof that the license fee component contained in SMC

6. 10.010 A (2) has been paid is supplied to, the Director.

SMC 6.10.040;Duty of licensee.

A. It shall be, the duty of all licensees granted licenses under this chapter to comply with all

applicable regulations in this chapter or elsewhere, including, without limitation, SMC Chapter 10.08.

24
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2

The failure of any licensee to do so shall be a violation of this chapter and grounds to suspend or revoke

the license.

B. No licensee granted a license under this chapter shall allow any person wholh'~s had their

alarm monitoring license revoked or suspended by the City of Seattle to be
financi,Ay interested in its

I

business, or to be in its employ, within one year from the date of such revocati n or suspension.

SMC 6.10.050 Licenses not transferable.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

No license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be transferable unless in accordance with SMC

Chapter 6.02. A person not previously licensed that assumes responsibility for monitoring alarms for

which another person has paid the annual license fee shall,bbtain a new license for the remainder of the

year by paying the license fee component contained in,,,SMC 6. 10.010 A (1).

SMC 6.10.060 Duty to inform subscribers of ordinance and billing policies.

All persons licensed pursuant to this/chapter shall supply each of their system subscribers with

copies of this chapter and chapter 10.08. Licensees who choose to bill their subscribers for the license

fee imposed by this chapter shall give to each of their subscribers a copy of the licensee's policies and

practices with respect to such billing.

SMC 6.10.070 Suspension or revocation of license.

The Director shall have the power and authority to suspend or revoke any license issued under

the provisions of this chapter as set forth in SMC Chapter 6.02. No suspended or revoked license may

be reinstated without prior payment of all fees due and outstanding, including false alarm fees. The

Director shal I notify the Seattle Police Department of any revocation or suspension, and in the discretion

of the Police Department, no response may be made to any alarms monitored by the alarm system

5
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monitoring company until the license is reinstated. An alarm system monitoring company
whosw~

license

has been revoked or suspended shall notify each of its subscribers of the revocation or suspe
',~,gion.

The

notice shall be in writing and shall be mailed to all subscribers no later than the tenth cal~efidar day

following such suspension or revocation.

SMC 6.10.080 Penalty and interest for failure to pay.

A. If a license application, renewal, quarterly report, or paymenk'6f any fee due under this

10 1

i

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

chapter is not received on or before the last day of the month in w~h it becomes due or within an

extension of time granted by the Director, there shall be addeqAo the amount, a penalty of ten percent

(101%) of the fees owing or Twenty Dollars ($20),
which~ybr

is greater, if the payment is received

between one (1) and thirty (30) days after the date it b~dcomes due, or a penalty of twenty percent (20%)
i

of the fees owing or Thirty Dollars ($30), whichever is greater, if the payment is later thaii thirty (30)

days after the due date.

B. The licensee shall be notified by mail of the amount of any penalties so added, and the same

shall become due and shall be paid within ten days from the date of such notice.

SMC 6.10.090 Violation Civil Penalties.

The failure of a person that engages in business in Seattle as an alarm system monitoring

company to comply with any provision of this chapter shall be a civil infraction as contemplated by

RCW Chapter 7.80 and subject as a Class I civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120(2) to a maximum

onetary penalty and-'a default amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) plus statutory

assessments. Each day of noncompliance shall be a separate violation, and the monetary penalties shall

accumulate.

I

i!

6



11

McDonald/SeMmf

Alan-n Fee Ordinance

Version 9a

09/05/03 // 3:31 PM

SMC 6.10.100 Penalty for false alarms.

response fee shall be assessed against the alarm system monitoring ompany.

SMC 6.10.110 Notice and hearing on penalty for f*e alarms.

and (B) no individual who was on or near the premises, or who had viewed a,*ideo communication from

the premises, called for the dispatch and confirmed a need for a police onse. The false alarin

The sending of an alarm by an automatic property alarm and/or automatic burglary alaqfi, which

results in the dispatch of the police to the premises on an emergency basis shall be subject
/

to a false

alarm response fee of one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125.00) whenever: (A) there lino evidence of a

cHme or other activity that would warrant a call for police assistance or investiga~i6n at the premises;

A. The Department shall mail by first class mail a..,,O~ritten notice of the false alarm response fee

19

20

21

22

23

to the alarm monitoring company. The notice shall
s~e

the date and time of the false alarm, and that

the alarm monitoring company is entitled to a hearing to respond to the notice and introduce any

evidence to refute or mitigate the fee

this section, in which case the fees appealed from are due and payable within ten (10) days after the date

of the written ruling, or (2) a waiver is requested and an alarm user class is scheduled pursuant to

subsection D of this section.

B. An alarm systemmonitoring company wanting to contest a false alarm fee shall file a written

All fals/t alarm fees are due and payable within thirty (30) days of

e date that the Department, mails the notice, unless: (1) an appeal is filed pursuant to subsection B of

appeal with the Director within thirty (30) days after the date of the notice. A hearing shall be held by

the Director, or the Director's designee, not more than fourteen (14) days from the date the appeal is

filed. Within twenty (20) days after the hearing, the Department shall issue a written ruling including

factual findings and the Director's conclusion, with supporting reasons, affirming or reversing the

notice. The Decision of the Director shall be final.

24
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C. The Director may, but is not required to, delegate authority to conduct hearings under this

1/ 1,

D. The Director may waive the first false alarm fee, on a one-time basis, if the owner of the

monitored alarm attends an alarm user class as defined in Section 10.08.140 of the Seattle Municipal

Code. The owner of the alarmmust attend the class within 90 days of the date of tV~ false alarm billing.

section to the Seattle Police Department.

Subehapter 11 - Fire Alarm Monitoring Companies

SNIC 6.10.205 Definitions.

A. "Fire alarm monitoring company" means any individuaf, partnership, corporation, or other

form of association that is listed with Underwriters' Laborato-piles as a 'Tull Service Company" or

"Monitoring Company,'

city of Seattle.

B. "Fire alarm system" means system or portion of a combination system consisting of

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

atnount:

components and circuits arranged to monitor and annunciate the status of fire alarm or supervisory

,ppropriate response to those signals.signal-initiating devices and to initiate the a

SMC 6.10.210 Fire Alarm Monitoring Companies - License Required - Fee.

A. It is unlawful for a fire alarm monitoring company to engage in the business of monitoring

fire alarm systems located within the city of Seattle without first having obtained an annual license to do

so. The fee for such annual license is based upon two components: (1) The following aggregate

Zero to 100 Seattle monitored alarm systems ......................... $ 100.00 per annum;

101 to 200 Seattle monitored alarm systems .......................... $200.00 per annum;

and engages in the business of m6nitoring fire alarm systems located within the
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201 to 500 Seattle monitored alarm systems .......................... $400.00 pe~.,4num;

Over 500 Seattle monitored alarm systems ........................... $500 per annum;

and (2) one of the following amounts for each fire alarm located in Seattle and monitored by the fire

alarm monitoring company at any time during the calendar year:

a. Alarm systems required by Seattle Fire Code or Seattle
B~iiding

Code .... $320.00 per

alarm system, per annum;

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

b. Alarm systems not required by Seattle Fire Code,,6r Seattle Building Code $80.00 per

H

alarin system, per amium.

B. The license required pursuant to this subehapter
1
's

" separate from and in addition to any license

required by any other chapter of the Seattle Municipal C6de including, but not limited to, that required

pursuant to Chapter 5.45, Business License Tax; Ch ter 5.55, General Administrative Provisions; and

Chapter 6.08, pertaining to burglar alarms
installer.

C. The issuance and renewal of a licen 'pursuant to this subchapter is conditioned upon the firesle

alarm monitoring company's continuing ccoi I-ormance with all requirements of the Seattle Fire Code and

the Seattle Fire Department Administrative Rules for central station monitoring.

SNIC 6.10.215 Annual license and due date.

A. The annual license renewal fee shall be payable in advance by the fire alarm monitoring

company on a calendar year basis. Licenses expire on December 31 in the calendar year in which they

were issued and must be renewed by January 31 of the next year in order to avoid penalty.

B. Application for, and renewal of, the annual license shall be on forms specified by the Director

and shall be accompanied by the license fee. Each annual application for, or renewal of, a license shall

23
11

contain a list of all buildings in which the applicant monitors fire alarm systems, showing the street

24
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address for each building where the applicant monitors fire alarm systems; the number of fire arm

systems monitored by the applicant in each individual listed building; and the name, add~.'~S/Ses and

telephone number for the owner of each monitored fire alarm system.

SMC 6.10.220 Calculation of fees.

A. New fire alarm monitoring companies will pay the fee contained Yn SMC 6.10.2 10 A (1),

6 Which shall be computed on the number of alarm systems monitored at Oe time of initial application.

711
B. The license fee component contained in SMC 6.10.210 shall not be adjusted quarterly

for the number of fire alarm systems monitored each quarter, how.~ever the fee shall be prorated on a

10

13

4

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

quarterly basis at the time of initial application.

C. The license fee component contained in SMQ,410.210 A (2) shall be adjusted quarterly to

reflect additional alarm systems first monitored
during

that quarter. Each fire alarm monitoring

company shall file quarterly, in the format specifiid by the Director, a list of all additional addresses at

which it monitored alarms during such quarter,,/ the name of the corresponding subscriber, and the

number of alarms at such address. The qu~rterly report shall be accompanied by payment of the

additional per-alarm-system fee due, ifa'ny. See proration calculations in SMC 6.10.230 below. The

quarterly report should also list fire alarm systems that have been discontinued or, if known, transferred

to another fire alarm monitoring,company.

D. Each fire alarm monitoring company shall file a quarterly report regardless of whether any

additional fees are due.

SMC 6.10.230 License fee proration.

A. In calculating the license fee component contained in SMC 6.10.210 A (1), only the initial

license fee will be prorated on a quarterlybasis for applications made after the first quarter. The license

fee component contained in SMC 6.10.2 10 A (2) will be prorated in equal amounts on a quarterly basis

10
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13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

for fire alarni systems that begin to be monitored after the first quarter. A credit will be given for tj~6

prorated portion ot the license tee contained in SMU 6.10.2 10 A (2) paid by another tire alarm

monitoring company for the present year on a fire alarm system that is transferred from oAo'company to

another fire alarm monitoring company; provided that satisfactory proof that the licen~6 fee component

contained in SMC 6.10.2 10 A (2) has been paid is supplied to the Director.

SMC 6.10.240 Duty of licensee; License not transferable; Du to inform subscribers;

Penalty and interest for failure to pay; Violation - Civil penalties~.,

The provisions applicable to alarm system monitoring companies
contained in SMC 6.10.040,

6.10,050, 6.10.060, 6.10.080, and 6.10.090 shall be applicable to fire alarm monitoring companies as if

fully set forth herein. Reference in these sections to the Seattle Police Department shall be construed in

this subchapter as reference to the Seattle Fire Depart ment. Reference in the above sections to alarm

system monitoring companies shall be construed in this subchapter as reference to fire alarmmonitoring

companies. This chapter does not modify any provision of SMC 12A.60.105, and is not intended to

impose any penalty for activating or triggering a false fire alarm,

SMC 6.10.250 Suspension or revocation of license.

The Director shall have the power and authority to suspend or revoke any license issued under

the provisions of this chapter as setforth in SMC Chapter 6.02. No suspended or revoked license may

be reinstated without prior payment of all fees due and outstanding. A fire alarm monitoring company

whose license has been revoked or suspended shall notify each of its subscribers of the revocation or

suspension. The notice shall be in writing and shall be mailed to all subscribers no later than the tenth

calendar day following such suspension or revocation.

11
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Section 2. Effective January 1, 2004, Sections 10.08.080, 10.08.090, 10.08. 100, 1 O~8.1 10,

10.08.120, and 10.08.173 of the Seattle Municipal Code are hereby repealed in their e
"

ety.

I

Section 3. Effective January 1, 2004, Subsection A of Section 10.08.140 of I~ie Seattle

Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SMC 10.08.140 Definitions.

As used in this subchapter, the following terms have the meanings indico6d unless the context clearly

12

13

14

15

16

17

is

requires another interpretation:

A. "Alarm system monitoring company" means any indiyf4ual, partnership, corporation, or

other forni of association that engages in the business of mo~jforing property, burglary, robbery, or
I

panic alarnis((, and Fepe#ing any aetivation of sueh alaFfoystems to the Seattle -Pokee Depaftme

Section 4. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code is

amended to add three new subsections as follows:

"Alarm user class" means a class provided by the Alarm Unit of the Seattle Police Dgpartment

for the pMose of educating alann users a
i

botit false alarms.

"Alarm system" or "alarm device" means m system, device, or mechanism which, when

activated, transmits a telephonic, wireless, electronic, video, or other form of message to an alaryn

system monitoring cp ny, or some other number, or emits an audible or visible siggal that can be,gjp~L

191 1

heard or seen by persons outside the protected premises, or transmits a signal beyond the premises in

1

ari p a motor vehicle. An20 somtc other fashion, except ?Lny system, device, or mechanism gnm ly rotecting

21

22

23

24

alarm system or alann device m~jy consist of one or more coMp-onents (e.g., motion detector, window

breach detector, or similarcoMponents) all rpporting to a central unit/system, panel which, in turn, is

12
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cor,ncded to or renorts to an alirm svstem monitoring company via telephonic wireless elecIronic

video, or other form of message.

"Director" means the Director of Executive Administration of the City or anX.,officer, agent or

gmployee of the City desiggated to act on the Director's behalf.

The City's Code Reviser is authorized and directed to insert these new., subsections in

alphabetical order, and to renumber SMC 10.08.140 accordingly.

Section 5. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.165 of t Seattle Municipal Code is

amended as follows:

11

"

SMC 10.08.165 Alarm system monitoring companies -- Verification process.
7--

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

21
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24

Every alarm system monitoring company engaging in b"Oness activities in Seattle shall:

A. Obtain a City of Seattle business license fr~~ the Department of ((Finanee))Executive

Adm-i* ii I stration. as provided in SMC Chypter 6. 10;

B. Provide the Chief of Police such info,~nation about the nature of its property alarms, burglary

alarms, robbery alarms, and panic alarms; its'method of monitoring; its program for preventing false

alarms; and its method of disconnecting.auidible alarms, each as the Chief may require by rule adopted

pursuant to the Administrative Code, ~Chapter 3.02;

C. Maintain a current list of all subscribers' names and the associated protected premises it

serves, which list shall be ((aeeosibl ))gL'%~en to the ((Chief at all Director on a quarterly basis-,

D. Verify with thosesubscribers who have an automatic alarm systom, each alarm sigLial that has

been accepted by the alarni system monitoring coMpany ((Maintain))IIs ~n a verification process ((With

these subsefibers whe have an automatic al"m system-))to prevent false alarms from resulting in

unnecessary police dispatches.((z-an4))

13
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A verification process is an indgpendent method of determining that a signal from an automatic

alarm system reflects a need for police assistance or investigation. The means of verific

include one (1) or more of the folloALn

1. The establishmetit of voice communication with an authorized person at (?(r,near the premises

3Kb~njay indicate whether or not need for police assistance or inve t' t

.

exi 'S'

2. A feature that permits the alarm system user or a person authorizod by the user to send a

has been sent and Eevent the monitoring company callinR for a -Polivedis-Patch;

cancellation code to the alarm system monitoring coMpany th will can an alarm immediately after it

3. The installation of a video system that provides the algiM system monitoring gompany when

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

11

Lhe~ nal is received with the abililyto ascertairl t1lat activit
`

sjgw
-...

Y/is occurring which warrants volice

assisiance or investigation;

4. Aj:jn

eillagi by the alarm system user, a person at or near the premises, or an alternate re~ponse agency made

befo -
dispatching police, or

5, A-Ti altex

igR~LHAL-

ate system that the Chief determines has or is likely o have a high_degree of

E. When the Chief reports that there appears to have been a false alarm at a subscriber's

premises, work cooperatively with ty

,

e subscriber and the Chief in order to determine the cause thereof

and prevent recurrences.

14
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dispateh. The means e&amp;verifieation may inetude one (1) or- mor-e of the4ellewing-.-

who may indioate whethef of not need for inunediate peliee assistanee or- 4vestigatiq exists;41

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

1gaa

Section 6. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.173 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby

repealed.

Section 7. Effective January 1, 2,004, Section 10.08.178 of the Seattle Municipal Code is

amended as follows:

SNIC 10.08.178 Frequent'false alarms - Process for disregarding false alarms - In-person

verification.

15
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10

A. In exercising his or her discretion to make ((an iffiffiedia ))a dispatch in response to an,

automatic property or automatic burglary alarm, the Chief of Police ((shaI4))pLay disregard a caXI

/

for

((e, geiiey assistane ))diWatc when:

I
- ((The premises are not a r-esidenee; and

".The call comes from or is prompted by an automatic prop erty alarm or

/
omatic burglary

alarni that has a record of sending six (6) false alarms within a period of twelve 2) months; and

The Chief may consider such a call as an additional factor in making his,'O"r her decision to order ((an

inmrtediate))~ dispatch when an in-person ((ealh,)) verification from ~(n individual at ((efii~eeff)) the

The call is the only basis for making such a dispatch.

premises, or other independent evidence., shows a need for
((

/

) police assistance at the

premises.

I

"

B. To discourage false alarms, the Chief may adopt a process of sending a letter ( or- delivering-a

notiee) Y 1'eclular mail inforininR the alarm system )monitoring comp?nM _y of record of the

oansequenees el" -a ) false alarm history. the
need',,t6'

take corrective action, and the prospect that six (6)

false alarms within a twelve (12) month period shall result in the automatic signals being disregarded

and an in-person &amp;A-ef)) verification beingrequired or other independent information showing a need

for such a dispatch before ((aft immediate))~j dispatch will be made to the premises.

C. Before acting as authorized in'subsection A of this section, the Chief shall send or deliver a

notice to the alarm system ((ti-Rffftonitoring coMp that:

1. Six (6) false alarms have been received within a twelve (12) month period;

2. The remedy authorized in subsection A may be taken;

3. The ((u6ef))alarm system monitoring cgmpan may request a hearing before the Chief or his

designee and explain why the Chief should not take the proposed action; if no hearing is

16
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requested, the Department will after ten (10) days disregard automatic signals from t 0 premises
i

without a &amp;a1l-of)) verification from an individual or other independent inforrnatigh showing a

need for such dispatch; and

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

191

20

21

22

23

24

4. A requirement of an in-person communication or verification may rem4fi in effect for a period

of three hundred sixty-five (365) days.

D. If a hearing is requested, the Chiefshall schedule the hearing within ten (10) days. Both the

alarin user and a Wresentative from the alarm sy~teni monitoring comp1pny are required to attend. The

Chief may take into consideration such factors as the steps that
the,

alarm system user or alarm system

monitoring company has taken or is taking to correct the problem'm the incidence of crime in the area; the

facts and circumstances of the false alarms; and other relevant information presented by the user or the

monitoring company.

E. The Chief may suspend or cancel the reme4y under subsection A if he or she determines that

the automatic alarm system has been corrected to prevent the recurrence of false alarms.

F. "Dispatch" et= "immediate dispateh"_ )means a discretionary decision whether to direct police

units to a location where there has been a report made, by whatever means, that police assistance or

investi&amp;ition i's needed. There is no duty to dispatch ((or- iffffnediately dispateh ))under any

circumstances whatever, whethei autorri'atic alarms are involved or not, and all dispatch decisions are

made subject to competing priorities"and available police response resources.

Section 8. Effective January 1, 2004, Section 10.08.180 of the Seattle Municipal Code is

amended as follows:

SMC 10.08.180 Y-folation - Civil penalties

A. ((4-.)) The fai
I

lure of an alarm system monitoring company that engages in business activities

in Seattle to comply with any of the requirements of Section 10.08.165 shall be a civil infraction as

17
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10

I I

12

13

14

contemplated by RCW Chapter 7.80 and subject as a Class I civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120(2) to

a maximum monetary penalty and a default amount of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) plus

statutory assessments. With respect-to Subsections A,.B,.C,. and E of Section 10.08. IV, ((E))each day

of nor.cor! ipliance shall be a separate violation, and the monetary penalties shall a
f
umulate. With

respect to Subsection D of Section 10.08.165, each failure to verif P-nal that has beeny an a arm
Z

_accetIted by the alarm system monitoring coMpany and results in a false garm, shall be a swarate

violation.

a mffldmuffi penalty aiid a default ametmt of One 14tmdn~d Twenty five Dollars ($125). Eaeh sending E)f

aii alafm tmder- the eir-eumstanees desefibed in 8. 1 73sha4i be a separaevielation, and th

fnaat4ar-y peaaUies shall aeeunpalate-0)

B. The violation ofor failure to co with any other provisions of this subehapter shall be a

civil infraction as contemplated by RC)A~,Chapter 7.80 and subject as a ((Qa-ss4))Class 1 civil infraction

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

undet- RCW 7.80.120(c) to a maximWfi penalty and a default amount of ((Fifty DeIIaf&amp;+$-5G."))Iwo

Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) plqs'statutory assessments.

C. There shall be a maiimum penalty and default amount of ((Twenty five Dollars

($2-S.-"))Two, Hundred FjAy Dollars ($250) plus statutory assessments ((for- any of the fellewingi

1. As eepAempl.;A-d 'Y
-RIG-W 7.80.080(i) and 7.80.070(2)(K), a failufe to r-espend to a notiee e

fa4se alafm wi"n fifteen (IS) days frem the date bf iiatiee;

hearing3- afla

Ii

is
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3. As))ps contemplated by RCW 7.80.160(3), for a failure to pay a penalty impos~d pursuant to

((D. if !he eeu# deteffnines that a per-son has insuffteient Am&amp; to pay
the

yAenetar-y penalty, th

eew4 may or-def peffen:nanee of a nthmbef of houfs of eofnmtmity sen,iee
inst~4d.

The eetu4 may impose

subsection A or B.

sanetions upon pefsen fi)tmd in eentempt of eouA as eepAemplated by RGW 7.80.160(3) and R

Chapter- 7.2 -))Y

11
-gf-+

-, 1- --tve ",e -vil 1~~ty ifietiffed by M effl

1. The notiee describes a violation of Seetion 10.0"#,3-,

10

tiser- on or- after- Septembef 1, 1993; and
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3. Wi"n fifteen (15) days aftef the date e&amp;,he Retiee, the alan-R system user- either- follows the

kistnaetiefls en the baek of the notiee te .4fange an appear-anee in eotwt of mails a

appheatiatt to the eeurt requesting a waiver- and eleamnee as a 2,waming.))
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Section 9. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days jVom and after

its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (I qj days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

2003, and
si,,,,n

Passed by the City Council the _ day of d~ed
by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this_ day of 2~03.

President
"i,

of the City Council

0

1

12

3

14

5

16
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24

Approved by me this day of_, 2003.

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this_ day of
~

2003.

(Seal)

City Clerk

20



STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
--ss.

166337

City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

No. ORDINANCE IN FULL

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now

and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now

and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12
th

day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily

Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.

The annexed notice, a

CT: 1213 32 ORD IN FULL

was published on

12/17/2003

P

~' io L\% .8 f-E

AffidaviNreft-OW ion

12/17/2003

Notary public for the State of Washington,

residing in Seattle
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