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Resolution 28986 and reaffirmed in Resolution 30585.





MCS /MCS/wra

SDOT Parking Rate Increase ord.doc

November 4, 2003

Ver. #5

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to parking rates; am-ending Section 11. 16.120 of the Seattle

Municipal Code and adding a new section to Chapter 11. 16 of the Seattle Municipal Cod
to authorize the Director of Seattle Transportation to establish rates for parking payment
devices within limits established by ordinance; setting limits on parking rates at parking

payment devices; and rescinding a portion of the parking rate policy adopted by
Resolution 28986 and reaffirmed in Resolution 30585.

WHEREAS, the City's Comprehensive Plan establishes as transportation goals (1) providing

enough parking to sustain the economic viability of commercial areas while discouraging

commuting by single-occupant vehicle and (2) making the best use of the City's limited

street space, seeking balance among competing uses; and

WHEREAS, the City recognizes the importance of parking meters to provide and manage short-

terin customer parking for commercial businesses, discourage long-tenn on-street parking
in metered spaces, reduce congestion in travel lanes caused by drivers seeking on-street

parking, and encourage turnover in use of parking spaces; and

WHEREAS, because new parking pay stations will provide more convenient payment options fo

the public (such as credit cards and debit cards) and will help the City more efficiently

manage parking, Seattle Transportation is embarking on a multi-year effort to install pay
station technology to replace many single-space parking meters; and

WHEREAS, the current $1.00 per hour rate for most two-hour single-space parking meters went
into effect in 1990 and inflation has been over 50 percent since that time; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to change its policies related to parking meter rate-setting that were

established by Resolution 28986 and most recently reaffirmed in Resolution 30585;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Sectionl. Subsection C of Seattle Municipal Code Section 11.16,120 is amended as

follows:

11.16.120 Director of Transportation - Authority.

The Director of Transportation is authorized."
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C. To ((make reeemmendations to t1fia Gity Gotmeil for-)) establis parking

((fnete )) rates to be charged at parkingpgMent devices, including parking meters, for parking in

city-controlled parking areas under the lurisdiction of Seattle Transportation and other city righl

of-wgy, consistent with Section 11. lh!ZL and to make

recommendations to the City Council for fees for permits issued pursuant to this subtitle;

Section2. Anew section is added to Chapter 11.16 of the Seattle Municipal Code to read

as follows:

11.16.121 Director of Transportation - Rate Setting for Parking Payment Devices.

A. Parking rates to be charged at parking payment devices, including parking meters, for

parking in city rights-of-way and other city-controlled parking areas under the jurisdiction of

Seattle Transportation shall be within rate limits established by ordinance. Rates may vary

according to location, time of day, maximum parking time allowed, the capabilities of available

parking payment devices, and any other factors the Director determines are pertinent. In setting

rates, the Director is not subject to Chapter 3.02 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

B. In establishing parking rates, the Director shall consider the following objectives:

1. To maintain adequate turnover of on-street parking spaces and reduce incidents

of meter feeding in commercial districts;

2. To discourage long-term commuter and employee parking in on-street parking

areas and encourage use of off-street parking facilities; and

3. To reduce congestion in travel lanes caused by drivers seeking on-street

parking.
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Section 3. The Director of Seattle Transportation is authorized to set parking rates,

pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Sections 11. 16.120 and 11. 16.12 1, up to the following limits,

starting January 1, 2004:

a. Short-term parking spaces with time limits of 30 minutes or less and

Commercial Vehicle Load Zones: $2.00 per hour per parking space;

b. All other parking spaces: $1.50 per hour per parking space.

Section 4. The following portion of the attachment to Resolution 28986, reaffirmed in

Section 1 of Resolution 30585, is rescinded:

((PARKING METER RATES

The C14
ty Gouneil has authefity to set pafking meter- fates. The Difeetef of &amp;tint-efing

has a-, ty to make Feeommendations tte the Gity Couneil for- par-king m e-+.,-.-

Code 11.16.120).

64UZP1a PARKING METER PaAJF T('- DID A
g

While there afe no wFiften practiees or- polieies ,A~hieh af e used to set parking4netef+at

t1pon UUAget eonsider-atiefts. PN4 efiter-ia uses data from par-k4ng usage, par-king twtRovep,-metef-
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Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after

its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days

after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the q~E day of
&amp;,j,. 2003, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this _2,~ day of 2003.

President of the City C-ouncil

Approved by me this Gk day of

rk,,,J. Nickels, MayorGrego
'

Filed by me this 0 day of

(Seat)
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City of Seattle

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Office of the Mayor

September 29, 2003

Honorable Peter Steinbrueek

President

Seattle City Council

City Hall, 2
d

Floor

Dear Council President Steinbrueck:

The attached ordinance wili allow Seattle Transportation to raise on-street parking rates to a rate of

up to $1.50 per hour at meters,,Nith a time lirrilt greater than thirty minutes. Parking meters and

forthcomin-paystatimis "parki n c, payflie tit devices") are important tools to provide short-term

customer parkillo- as,,~,ell as address other trausportation goals. When determining where and when~
to increase rates, the Director of Transportation will consider several objectives:

1. To maintain adequate turnover of on-street parking spaces and reduce incidents of meter feeding

in commercial districts.

2. To discourage long-term commuter and/or employee parking in on-street area's and encourage use

of off-street parking facilities.

3. To reduce congestion in travel lanes caused by drivers seeking on-street parking.

4. To keep pace with inflation so as to be effective in addressing the foregoing objectives.

The existing $1.00 per hour rate at most two-hour meters was initially established in 1990. Since

that time, in.,9ation has increased by more than 50 percent, and off-street parking rates have more
than doubled for tvo hours (to $7.70 iii Downtown Seattle). An increased on-street parking rate of

$1.50 per hour represents a curTent inflation adjusted rate.

New parking pay station technology will be phased in to provide expanded customer payment

options, including coins, credit cards, debit: cards, etc., as well as provide instructions in multiple

languages. These features will make it easier for customers to pay for on-street parking.

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. Should you have questions, please contact

Tracy Krawczyk at 733-9329.

Sincerely,

GRtGNICOLS
Mayor S

'

'Of" eatfl~

X-v"'e-

...

niui-e-,

"

7"th" F f .6-6r, S6 WA 98104-8154

Tel: (20,6) 684-4060r~AD: (206) 684-8811 Fax: (206) 684-5360, E:mail: mayors. office@ci. seattle,,~

.

A'qAS~~

An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provi&amp;d:upQ11 request.
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FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS

Department. Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
r

I
Transportation Tracy Krawczyk / 7333-9329 Susan-Cole / 684-8894

Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE relating to parking rates; amending Section 11. 16.120 of the S cattle

Municipal Code and adding a new section to Chapter 11. 16 of the Seattle Municipal Code to

authorize the Director of Seattle Transportation to establish rates for parking payment devices

within limits establislied by ordinance; setting limits on parking rates at parking payment

devices; and rescinding a portion of the parking rate policy adopted by Resolution 28986 and

reaffimned in Resolution 30585.

Summary of the Legislation:

This ordinance will allow Seattle Transportation to raise on-street parking rates to a

rate of up to $1.50 per hour at meters with a time limit greater than thirty minutes.

Parking meters and forthcoming pay stations ("parking payment devices") are--

important tools to provide short-term customer parking, as well as address other

transportation management goals. When determining where and when to increase

rates, the Director of Transportation will consider several objectives:

1. To maintain adequate turnover of on-street parking spaces and reduce incidents of

meter feeding in commercial districts.

2. To discourage long-term commuter and/or employee parking in on-street areas and

encourage use of off-street parking facilities for this purpose.

3. To reduce congestion in travel lanes caused by drivers seeking on-street parking.

4. To keep pace with inflation so as to be effective in addressing the foregoing

objectives.

Backgro u n d: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and

include record ofprevious legislation andfunding history, if applicable):

Currently, there are a variety of on-street parking rates throughout the City. The

majorityof meters have two-hour time limits and rates are set at $ 1. 00 per hour.

Several outlying neighborhoods have meter rates set at $0.60 per hour. Additionally,

there are short-term (30 minutes or less) and Commercial Vehicle Load Zone spaces

with rates of $2.00 per hour. In general, these rates have been in effect since the early

1990s and thus have not kept pace with inflation.

1
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In addition to on-street parking rates not keeping pace with inflation, there is a meter

technology issue. Currently two types of parking meter devices exist in the City:

electronic and mechanical meters. The mechanical meter technology is obsolete and

therefore is unable to accommodate rate increases.

The Pay Station Project, due to begin in 2004, will enable the mechanical meters to be

surplused, increasing the feasibility of a parking rate increase. Over a three-year

period, the majority of single-space meters will be replaced by pay stations. As pay
stations are installed, their rates N-,/111 be set at $1.50 per hour. Concurrent with this

effort, electronic meter rates also will be increased to $1.50 per hour. In outlying

metered areas, rates will be increased from $0.60 to $1.00 per hour, below and

consistent with the ordinance limit of $1.50 an hour.

Resolution 30585, reaffirming Resolution 28986, is attached for further background
information. The proposed ordinance would rescind sections of Resolution 30585

relating to parking rate increase, but would leave sections relating to outreach in tact.

e Please check one of thefollowing.

This le2islation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete

the remaindcr qj'this documentprior to saving andprinting.)

X This le2islation has financial implications. (Please complete all relevant

sections thatfollow)

Antic~eqfed Revenue,,Reftnbursement. Resulting From This Lgg!~lqtion:

Fund Name and

Number
General Subfund /

00100

Department Revenue Source 2003
1

2004

Revenue~_ Revenue

$1.8 million

TOTAL
I I 1

1

$1.8 million

Notes: Increasing the hourly rate at parking payment devices up to $1,50per hour is

estimated to result in approximatelY $1.8 million additional beingpaid atparking meters

in 2004. This estimate incorporates assumptions about average daily use ofparking

payment devices, as well as adjustsfor an elasticity effect in paidparking hours. In other

words, this rate increase is initially assumed to decrease the number ofhours parked at

parkingpoyment devices.

2
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What is the flinancial cost of not implementing the legislation? (Estimate the costs

to the City qf not implementing the legislation, including estimated costs to maintain

or expand an exist ingfucility or the cost avoidance due to replacement ofan existing

facility, potential conflicts ivith regulatory requirements, or otherpotential costs if

the legislation is not- implemented.)

The Proposed 2004 Budget estimates that the proposed parking rate increase will

result in approximately $1.8 millionadditional being paid at parking payment devices.

This figure assumes that due to the hourly rate increase, hours parked at payment

parking devices in 2004 will drop approximately 28% when compared to actual hours

parked at payment paeking devices in 2002, the most recent year for which actual

hours parked are available.

If parking rates are not increased, the budget would need to be revised to reflect a

decrease of $1.8 million in both receipts and expenditures; planned expenditures for

installations, inspection, supen,-ision, regulation, and maintenance involved in the

control of traffic and street parking would need to be reconsidered or other ways to

pay those costs identified. In terms of parking management, on-street parking would

continue to be a very attractive option to long-term parking customers (including

meter-feeders) because of the substantially lower price compared with off-street

parking.

What are the possible alternatives, to the le2islation that could achieve the same
or similar ob *ectives? (Include anypotential allernaliws to the proposed legislation,

such as activities, identifying outsidejunding sourcesforfee-

supported activities, etc.,)

No alternative covers as much of the City's costs or keeps up with inflation.

However, it is possible that increased parking enforcement could provide an incentive

for increased parking turnover and reduced meter feeding, thereby yielding

incremental additional total paynients at the current hourly rates. This effect would be

offset by increased costs of parking, enforcement.

Is the legislation subiect to public hearing requirements: (Ifyes, whatpublic

hearings have been held to date, and/or i,, hat plans are in place to hold a public

hearing(s) in thefuture)

No.

Other Issues (including long-term implications of the legislation):
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The existing $ 1. 00 per hour rate at most two-hour meters was initially

established in 1990. Since that time, inflation has increased by more than 50

percent, and off-street parking rates have more than doubled for two hours (to

$7.70 in Downtown Sealftle for 2002). An increased on-street parking rate of

$1.50 per hour represents, a current inflation adjusted rate.

Attachment: Resolution 30585

4



City of Seattle Legislative Information Service

Information updated as ofSeptember 23, 2003 1:52 PM

Resolution Number: 30585

A RESOLUTION relating to the Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT); reaffirming Resolution

28986 relatting to City parking meter instal lation policies, directing SDOT to make recommendations to

the Coan6l o,n the installation of riew irieters pursuant to Resolution 28986, and requesting that SDOT
conduct a public infoirnation prograrn to inform their recommendations.

C;

Date introduced/referred- Mar 10, 2003

Date adopted: Mar 24, 2003

Status ~ Adopted

Vote: 5-1 (No: Pageler; Excused: Compton, Drago, McIver)

Committee: Transportation

Sponsor: CONLIN

Index Terms: STATING-POL1CY, PARKING-METERS, CITIZEN-PARTICIPATION

Text

Note to users: indicates start of text that has been amended out
indicates end of text that has been amended out

f+ indicates start of text that has been amended in

+J indicates end of text that has been amended in

RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION relating to the Seattle Department of Transportation
(SDOT); reaffirming Resolution 28986 relating to City parking meter
installation policies, directing SDOT to make recommendations to the
Council on the installation of new meters pursuant to Resolution
28986, and requesting that SDOT conduct a public information program
to inform their recommendations.

WHEREAS, the City's Comprehensive Plan establishes transportation
goals to provide enough parking to sustain the economic viability of

commercial areas while discouraging commuting by single-occupant
vehicle; and to make the best use of the City's limited street space,
seek balance among competing uses, and protect neighborhoods from
overflow parking; and

WHEREAS, the City recognizes the importance of parking meters to

provide short-term customer parking closest to commercial businesses
as well as to provide revenue to the City for transportation, public
safety and other government purposes; and

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.usl-scriptslnph-brs.exe?sl=&amp;s2=&amp;s3=30585&amp;s4=&amp;Sect4=AND... 9/23~



WHEREAS, Seattle Municipal Code 11.16.300 authorizes the Traffic

Engineer under the supervision of the Director of Transportation to

"establish parking metered areas and the time limit for parking
therein; order installation or removal of parking meters where it is

determined upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation
that the installation or removal of parking meters shall be necessary
to aid in the regulation, control, and inspection of the parking of

vehicles..."; and

WHEREAS, based on Resolution 28986, the Seattle Department of

Transportation (SDOT) has traditionally used a meter installation

process where the majority of adjacent property owners sign petitions
indicating interest in meters and the department follows up with
technical analysis and meter installation as warranted; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 28986 contemplates as an alternative to initiation
of consideration of new meter installation via a petition of the

majority of adjacent property owners that "the City Council or the

Mayor may direct the Engineering Department to conduct an analysis to

determine whether parking meters should be installed in a particular
area" and that "based upon its analysis and consultation with the
affected business community, the Department shall make a

recommendation to the Mayor and City Council whether meters should be
installed." and

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted a 2003 Statement of Legislative
Intent (SLI) stating that Council intends to adopt, as necessary,
revised policies regarding the process for reviewing proposed parking
meter installations that acknowledge neighborhood interests, but allow
for timely implementation of comprehensive parking management
strategies that have revenue benefits for the City, and

WHEREAS, SDOT staff responded with three potential options for
Council consideration for involving the community in deciding whether
to install new meters: public notice, information program and petition
process;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SEATTLE, THAT:

Section 1. The Council reaffirms Resolution 28986 and the "Parking
Meter Installation and Rate Policies" attached thereto. Per
alternative B for initiating the formal consideration of new parking
meters in the "Parking Meter Installation and Rate Policies", the
Council hereby directs SDOT (successor to the Engineering Department)
to conduct an analysis to determine whether parking meters should be
installed in the following areas - Uptown, South Lake Union, Belltown,
Denny Triangle, Pike-Pine, First Hill, Pioneer Square/Stadium area,

Chinatown/International District, University District, Ballard, Green

Lake, Roosevelt, and other neighborhood business districts as

appropriate. - and to make written recommendations to the City Council

regarding the number of meters, if any, to install in each area and
the locations. SDOT will provide progress reports to the Council in

July of 2003 and at least quarterly thereafter.

Section 2. In addition to the "consultation with the affected
business community" required by Resolution 28986, the Council requests
that SDOT consider community comments from an expanded public
information program described below. SDOT will use this public
information program to inform business and community stakeholders

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.usl-scriptslnph-brs.exe?sl=&amp;s2=&amp;s3=30585&amp;s4=&amp;Sect4=AND... 9/23/2003



about a new meter installation proposal. The purpose of the community
outreach will be to refine the proposal and gauge community
receptiveness to new parking meters (regardless of meter technology).
The public information program may include department presentations to
business and community organizations, information distribution through
the City's web site, news releases and related media, direct mailings
of informational flyers, and other techniques as appropriate to the
scale of the new meter installation proposal.

Adopted by the City Council the day of
1 2003,

and signed by me in open 5-.--SSion in authentication of its adoption
this day of 2003.

President of the City Council

Filed by me this day of 2003.

City Clerk

(Seal)

Attachment: Resolution 28986 and "Parking Meter Installation and Rate
Policies

Wra/wra

Parking-Reso2.doc

Date: March 18, 20b3

V #3

PARKING METER

INSTALLATION AND

RATE POLICIES

A Report as Required by 1993 Budget

Statement of Legislative Intent

*revised 8/11/94

ADOPTED INTENT STATEMENT

As a matter of "fairness," business owners in outlying metered areas
have asked the City to consider meter installation in other commercial

districts, such as Wallingford. Council therefore directs the

Engineering Department to evaluate, from parking management and

revenue perspectives, other commercial districts for meter
installations. The Engineering Department shall report its findings to

Council by the end of second quarter, 1993. (This time frame was
extended to include findings from the Mayor's Downtown Parking Meter
Task Force.)

http://clerk.ci.scattle.wa.usl-scriptslnph-brs.exe?sl=&amp;s2=&amp;s3=30585&amp;s4=&amp;Sect4=AND... 9/23/20'G3



PROBLEM STATEMENT

Some business communit4 es have stated they feel there is an unfair

practice of having parking meters in some business districts and not
in others. Some of the business districts with meters feel they are at

a disadvantage because customers.would rather go to districts with
free parking.

PARKING MANAGEMENT AND EXISTING METERED AREAS

Parking meters are used as a tool to best provide turnover parking in
business areas where other parking control measures have had limited
effect. Parking turnover is the key measure of how productive parking
spaces are. When motorists park for short durations of time (say, 2-

hours or less), then the parking spacing can accommodate numerous
customers. When spaces are used for long durations of time, parking
turnover is low, or poor. Certain characteristics and problems need to

be demonstrated by a business district before that district would be
considered to be a good candidate for parking meters. Briefly, the

characteristics include:

" business or services requiring good turnover in parking;

" a relatively dense business base;

" heavily-used, existing time-limit parking;

" reservoirs of off-street parking is limited or costly;

" areas with curbs and sidewalks;

- unlikelihood of customers choosing neighborhood parking over metered

parking; and

community support;

Typical parking problems which parking meters could help solve and
therefore become a beneficial parking management tool include:

" low parking turnover;

" area employees taking up the time limit parking spaces; and

" time limit spaces used for other nearby purposes (recreation, for

example).

Two primary differences between parking meters and time-limit signs
are that:

1) payment is required at meters; and 2) enforcement at meters is

more effective. Enforcement is easier at metered parking because the
meter indicates a distinct amount of time allotted for a car and shows
when there is a violation. Enforcement at signed time limit areas

requires chalking of tire5 and returning to check these same vehicles.
These factors contribute to better parking turnover in metered areas.

Areas requiring 100 or more meters are preferred in order to provide a

reasonable economy of scale. Parking meter maintenance, collection and

enforcement require concentrated metered areas to become most
efficient.

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.usl-scriptslnph-brs.exe?sl=&amp;s2=&amp;s3=30585&amp;s4=&amp;Sect4=AND... 9/23,'2(-_)0



Parking meters have been in Seattle since the 1950's. There are no
records which show the basis for installation throughout Seattle going
back to the 1950's. Since 1977, the only new meters installed were in

1992 (at SE Queen Anne, northwest Central Business District (CBD),

Pike/Pine, City Hall Plaza, and International District, totaling 687

new meters). Some meter installations have been the result of

budget/revenue-driven needs of the City; however, most installations

result from parking management decisions. Figure 1 shows existing

parking meter areas in Seattle. Figure 2 shows the number of parking
meters in each district (in more detail).

Most metered areas are in hl,'
' iness districts, There have been some

land use changes over timc, which now leave some parking meters in
mixed-use areas. This often results in conflicts in demand for on-
street parking. A residential population base typically wants to park
on-street for long periods of time; often walking or taking transit to
work. The business community, on the other hand, will typically
support short-term parking. The Denny and First Hill neighborhoods are

examples of where there is a large resident population mixed with

health, retail, and other businesses.

PROPOSED POLICY FOR INSTALLING PARKING METERS

The installation of parking meters should be carried out by the City
in consultation with

the business community.

According to the Municipal Code (11.16.300), the City Traffic Engineer
has the authority to "establish parking metered areas and the time
limit for parking therein; order or removal of parking
meters where it is determined upon the basis of an engineering and
traffic investigation that the installation or removal of parking
meters shall be necessary to aid in the regulation, control and

inspection of the parking of vehicles." (See Appendix I for full
text.) In the past, the Traffic Engineer has installed and removed

parking meters based upon engineering studies. These revisions have
been in relatively small areas. For larger areas, executive and
council concurrence has been sought due to special financing needs

(beyond operational budgets).

Parking meters should be used to support business districts' need for

parking turnover for customers. Installation of parking meters should
be reserved for areas which demon-strate a need beyond time-limit

parking controls to establish q~-r)ct turnover in parking. Time-limit

parking (signs restricting parking to 1 or 2-hour limits) is effective
in many business districts. However, in some cases, where parking
supply is limited or parking convenience is a factor, time-limit

parking signs can be ineffective. Commuters and employees can

successfully dodge enforcement attempts to regulate time-limit parking
zones. When this happens, customers cannot find a parking space or

cannot find one close enough to the business of their choice. In these

cases, installation of parking meters is appropriate.

The City shall formally consider installation of new parking meters
under the following circumstances:

A. Receipt of a petition signed by a majority of property owners or
businesses (if businesses rent from an absentee landlord) who support

http://clerk.ei. seattle.wa.us/-scriptsfnph-brs.exe?s 1=&amp;s2=&amp;s3=305 85 ks4=&amp;Sect4=AND
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the installation of meters in their community. After receiving the

petition, the Engineering Department shall conduct an analysis to

determine how the area meets the characteristics described on pages 2-

3 (see Parking Management and Existing Metered Areas) of this report.
Based upon its analysis, the Department shall make recommendations to
the Mayor and City Council about whether to install meters. If the
recommendation is to install meters, the Department shall also

recommend the number of meters, location and proposed rates.

B. The City Council or the Mayor may direct the Engineering Department
to conduct an analysis using the criteria specified on pages 2-3 (see

Parking Management and Existing Metered Areas) of this report to

determine whether parking meters should be instal-led in a particular
area. Based upon its analysis and consultation with the affected
business community, the Department shall make a recommendation to the

Mayor and the City Council whether meters

should be installed. If the recommendation is to install meters, the

Department shall also recommend the number of meters, location and

proposed rates.

The operational details, such as speci f4C time limits, load zones, and
small changes, will be worked out by the traffic engineers with

adjacent business owners.

The City Council may wish to adopt these policies in a Resolution.

REMOVING PARKING METERS

As stated in Municipal Code 11.16.300, the City Engineer has the

authority to remove meters. Current practice is to review requests for
removal based upon usage. It is proposed that when meter usage drops
below 25%, the City Engineer will consider either incrementally
removing meters in those areas or reducing the meter rates.
Incremental removal has insignificant revenue impact.

PARKING METER RATES

The City Council has authority to set parking meter rates. The
Director of Engineering has authority to make recommendations to the

City Council for parking meter rates (Municipal Code 11.16.120).
Additional revenue and rate information is included in appendices 2

and 3.

CURRENT PARKING METER RATE-SETTING PRACTICES

While there are no written practices or policies which are used to set

parking meter rates in Seattle, parking meter rates have been
established based on two different techniques. One technique is based

upon parking management (PM) studies, and the other technique is based

upon budget considerations. PM criteria uses data from parking usage,
parking turnover, meter-feeding, off-street parking rates, and
enforcement to set a parking rate which best represents the needs of

the community the meters serve. Parking rates set by budget
considerations are driven by the City's need for revenues which pay
for vital services such as police and fire.

Generally, rate changes based on PM rationale are accepted, or even

requested by the community. Community acceptance is common because

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.usl-scriptslnph-brs.exe?sl=&amp;s2=&amp;s3=30585&amp;s4=&amp;Sect4=AND... 9/231-0
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clear evidence is shown that typical long-term usage and meter-feeding
is high, and turnover is low. By raising rates, meter-feeders choose

off-street locations, and good turnover is once again established (as

is desired by the business community). Past examples of communities

where PM rationale was used for rate changes is the Downtown,

University, and Broadway districts.

PROPOSED PARKING METER RATE-SETTING POLICY

It is proposed that parking meter rates shall be set based upon
parking management goals, which are designed to enhance business and

community needs. However, the executive and City Council may increase

rates for the purpose of raising revenue, providing that the increases

are consistent with parking management goals stated below. The City
shall inform affected business districts of proposed rate increases in

their districts. Current meter rates will remain as they are in order
to serve as a base -for future analysis.

Parking management goals in setting parking meter rates will be to:

1) Establish a rate which drives a parking turnover rate of 85% at 2-

hour meters (85% of users stay two hours or less).

2) Have a meter-feeding rate less than 15%. (This is equivalent to one

space per block being used by a meter feeder.)

These goals would serve the community well, as parking turnover at a

reasonable rate would be established. Enforcement strategies could be
refined to encourage users to follow the rules of parking meter use.

Currently, detailed (and costly) parking usage and turnover studies

are required to establish the criteria listed above. These studies
would have to be funded as needed. New technology could provide a

significant cost and time savings, as data from electronic meters can
be used to establish an occupancy and turnover rate at metered spaces.

These policies should be adopted by City Council resolution. The code

(11.16.120) for having the Director of Engineering making meter rate
recommendations to the City Council is already in place.

EVALUATION OF COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS FOR NEW METER CONSIDERATION

We evaluated a,number of business districts which currently do not
have parking meters.

We specifically reviewed the districts identified in the draft

Comprehensive Plan as urban centers, hub urban villages, and
residential urban villages. See Figure 3 at the end of the appendices.

A basic sense of certain characteristics was gathered for each area.

Characteristics reviewed were:

" type and density of business development

" existing parking controls

" parking usage

" off-street parking availability/usage

http://clerk.ei.scattle.wa.usl-scriptslnph-brs.exe?sl=&amp;s2=&amp;s3=30585&amp;s4=&amp;Sect4=AND... 9/23,~2fK)3
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" price of off-street parking

" existence of curbs, sidewalks and planting strips

" estimated number of time-limit parking spaces

" parking availability and usage at district fringes

The need and acceptance of new parking meters can be gauged by

assessing these characteristics. Our approach was simply to make a

quick determination of whether a district is a good candidate for

parking meters or not. More specific and detailed information would be

necessary from a district before a firm recommendation could be given.
The level of effort needed to gather further information is

significant and may be expensive given current budget constraints.

Thus, it may be appropriate to wait until a particular district shows

support for new parking meters or the City Council or Mayor directs

that specific studies be carried out in conformance with the policies
described on page 4.

Based upon our initial evaluation we have grouped districts into three

categories: districts where meters may be beneficial; districts where
meters may be beneficial in the future; and districts unlikely to
benefit from meters without significant land use changes and further
retail development.

Districts which may Benefit from Meters:

Upper Queen Anne - up to 150 spaces

Ballard (expansion) - up to 250 spaces

South Lake Union/Westlake - up to 250 spaces

Wallingford - up to 125 spaces

Fremont - up to 150 spaces

Madison Park - up to 100 spaces

West Seattle Junction (expansion) - up to 50 spaces

Districts With Future Potential:

85th @ Greenwood

Lake City

Admiral @ California

Columbia City

12th @ Jackson

Districts Which Are Not Good Candidates For Meters:

Holman Road @ 85th

Aurora @ 97th

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.usl-scriptslnph-brs.exe?sl=&amp;s2=&amp;s3=30585&amp;s4=&amp;Sect4=AND... 9/21`200'3
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Green Lake (expansion)

Roosevelt (expansion)

Aurora @ 130th

Eastlake

Alki

Youngstown

California @ Morgan

Barton @ 25th

Rainier @ 1-90

Beacon Hill

MLK Way @ Othello

Rainier Beach

MLK Way @ Raymond

23rd @ Jackson

23rd @ Union

The only input SED has received for additional parking meter
installation is in the South Lake Union/Westlake area; however, the

input is very limited. Districts which may be good candidates for

meters generally seem pleased with existing time-limit parking
controls and have not sought new meter installation.

RECOMMENDATION

We recommend adopting policies as presented for establishing locations
of new parking-meters and for setting parking meter rates. Each

neighborhood with parking meters should be evaluated on an as-needed
basis to determine if appropriate rates exist.

Based on the policy recommendation, no new areas for parking meters
are advised at this time. There may be some consideration for the
South Lake Union/Westlake area, particularly if the community forwards

a sufficient proposal.

03/18/03

Attachment B

RESOLUTION 28986

A RESOLUTION relating to the Engineering Department; adopting as City

Policy the recommendations contained in the report "Parking Meter

Installation and Rate Policies."

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes the importance of parking meters

as a parking management tool; and

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.usl-scriptslnph-brs.exe?sl=&amp;s2=&amp;s3=30585&amp;s4=&amp;Sect4=AND... 9/23/2
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WHEREAS, the City Council also recognizes that some business districts

may benefit from parking meters while others may not; and

WHEREAS, the City Council directed the Engineering Department through
a Statement of Legislative intent adopted during the 1993 budget

process, to evaluate from a parking management perspective, business

districts that may be suitable for parking meter installations; and

WHEREAS, following the findings of the Downtown Parking Meter Task

Force, the Engineering Department directive was expanded to include

recommendations for city-wide policies and procedures for the setting
of parking meter rates and the establishment of new metered areas,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SEATTLE:

Section 1. The recommendations in the report "Parking Meter
Installation and Rate Policies" and contained in Attachment A be

adopted as City Policy.

Adopted by a majority of all members of the City Council the 12

day of September, 1994, and signed by me in open session in

authentication of its passage this _12_ day of _September, 1994.

-Signed by Jame5 B. Street

President of the City Council

Filed by me this 12 day of September-, 1994.

Signed by Margaret Carter

Deputy Clerk

http://clerk.ci.seattle.wa.usl-scriptslnp:h-brs.exe?sl=&amp;s2=&amp;s3=30585&amp;s4=&amp;Sect4=AND... 9/23/2003
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Municip Code and adding anew section to Chapter 11.16 of #i(e Seattle Municipal Code

AN ORDIN CE relating to parking rates; amending Section 11. 1 6.120,of the Seattle

to authoriz the Director of Seattle Transportation to establiffi rates for parking payment

Xts on parking rates at parkingdevices wit limits established by ordinance; setting In,
'

payment devi&amp;cs; and rescinding a portion of the parking rate policy adopted by

Resolution 2899~ and reaffirmed in Resolution
305~,'

enough parking to sukain the economic viabil* of commercial areas while discouraging

WHEREAS, the City's Coi)Rprehensive
Plan establishes s transportation goals (1) providing

commuting by single-6 cupant vehicle and making the best use of the City's limited

street space, seeking bal e among co ing uses; and

term customer parking for cor~merci businesses, discourage long-term on-street parking

WHEREAS, the City recognizes th *mportan of parking meters to provide and manage short-

in metered spaces, reduce congesti n in avel lanes caused by drivers seeking on-street

parking, and encourage turnover
i

use of parking spaces; and

13
11 WHEREAS, because new p ki po station'swill provide more convenient payment options

fo
ti
l,

the public (such as cre t c s and debil-\Cards) and will help the City more efficiently
1

manage parking, Seattle
/

arking on a multi-year effort to install pYransportation
is ay

I

station technology to reolace many single-sp ce parking meters; and

WHEREAS, the current $ 1/00 per hour rate for most tw6,-hour single-space parking meters went

into effect in 1999/and inflation has been over 50 kreent since that time; and

WHEREAS, the City/*ishes to change its policies related to p*king meter rate-setting that were

established ~~ Resolution 28986 and most recently reafNned in Resolution 30585;

NOW, THYREFORE,

BE IT 0 BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

ubsection C of Seattle Municipal Code Section 11. 16.4qO is amended as

follows:

11.16.Y20 Director of Transportation - Authority.

The Director of Transportation is authorized:

I
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To ((Faake r-eeeffl---m-e-p-d-at-i afis to t4e City G aianeil for- ) establish parking

2 rates to be charged at parking payment devices, including parkip~ meters, for parking in

city ri&amp;ts-of-3Lay and other cily-controlled parking areas under the JUtisdiction of Seattle

TrgWortatip ,n, consistent with Section 11. 16.12 1, )) and to make

recommendatioa,,to the C~y Council for fees for permits issuo pursuant to this subtitle;

Section 2. The a~~ndment made in Section I ab,6've shall supersede the amendment

was introduced as Council Bill 1 1\4713.

made to that same
subsection'b\f

the Seattle
Municip~

"Code by Section 2 of the ordinance that

Section 3. A new section is
ad4ed to

C~apter
11. 16 of the Seattle Municipal Code to read

11.16.121 Director of Transporta#on ate Setting for Parking Payment Devices.

A. Parking rates to be charge~at parking Nyment devices, including parking meters, for

according to location, time day, maximum parking time the capabilities of available

parking in city rights-of-way and ercity-controlled

%
a
rk

in
g areas under the jurisdiction of

'Jis eSeattle Transportation shall be ithin rate limits establishe by ordinance. Rates may vary

parking payment devices/
7

,
and any other factors the Director

determ"(,-\S
are pertinent. In setting

rates, the Director is jdot subject to Chapter 3.02 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

B. In esta)Kishing parking rates, the Director shall consider the followikobjectives-,

24 1. To maintain adequate turnover of on-street parking spaces and redu~ke incidents

25
11 of meter fedding in commercial districts;
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2. To discourage long-term commuter and employee parking in on-street parking

areas and encourage use of off-street parking facilities; and

3. To reduce congestion in travel lanes caused by drivers seeking ofi-street

7

Se0on 4. The Director of Seattle Transportation is authoriz~d to set parking rates,

pursuant to Se~ttle Municipal Code Sections 11. 16.120 and 11.
1 '1

121, up to the following limits,Yo.

Commercial VeNcle Load Zones: $2.00 ppf our per parking space;

a. Sh~rt-term parking spaces with timelimitsof 30 minutes or less and

b. All other~arking spaces: $ 1/4 per hour per parking space.

Section 5. The followihf, portion of1the attachment to Resolution 28986, reaffirmed in

Section 1 of Resolution 30585, is ~~scigded:

ouneil for- par-king iRetar- rates (NUmieipa4
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a6reptaHee iS eOFAfRE)f3 ear- eN4deoeae is sho~A% that t~Tieal

loRg tofm -eter- feeding is
--"--4~oVef

iS ]@A*. 9-Y faiSifig fatOS, Metef feeElOf-S

P'14AA.-4p A Stfeet
Len'.4

And ooed 4mmovev-
Z-aeo

again established (as is desir-od by4he

ffi4oss eoffl

Gkmges is Ohea. DwAgawwAgg,

PROPOSED PARY.11N ER RATE SETTING POLICY

;A40ii-eh ffive designed to ea4aao busine&amp;'

Couneil m
I ate,

eonsistefft with PaEkin,

a fa* vl"oh dfives a pafkiag tumover- r-at P-4c a 2 how motors (85,14 0

user-S stay/4wo houfs or- less).

for- the pufposo of A*fiflg fe*eF'ffi-e' pr-ev4diag that the inror-eases are

goa4:s stated ~Www The Cky ShR4 i-A&amp;ME-m- ;-44-80--to-d business

PaFk4fio fnanagomepA goa4s in sott4ffg par4ing meter- fates 4~A 11 IN.. 1,

,/2)14a-vo a Meter- foodiRg rate less than 15'14.(44ais is equi-va4efA to one ael-NwAr-ble
yl~~

bei4 USeEl by a faOtef flee4e-F4
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%

E)--+-M~ShOd. Efffer-G@ffiefA S#ategiOS eOUIE1 be r-efifted to ell

@E10G. 4N&amp;W

be used to establish a"\eeupaney and 4ii:aEwef r-AwAt ~-~LQFed Spaees.-
-7

Those pakeies shEWd be a4apted by Q#, mayi I r-esehAien. The eede (11. 16,120) fe-r-

1hffi4Rgt-kePir-@
ar-ef'u-- fate tO thO G4Y Ge

-t)-,
\

- 7-

alr-ea4 in plaee-))

I
its approval by the Mayor, but if no~, appboved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days

after presentation, it shall take e ect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Section 6. This ordinance sh fake effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after

Passed by the City 00uncil.
the day of, 2003, and signed by me in open

session in
authenticatio~of

its passage this
~

2003.

20 1]
President of the City Council

Approve)d by me this _ day of 2003.

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this _ day of 2003.
7

5



STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
--ss.

166340 No. ORDINANCE IN FULL

City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now

and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now

and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12'h day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily

Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.

The annexed notice, a

CT: 1213 30 ORD IN FULL

was published on

12/17/2003

4, -.4
I

aitrin

12/17/2003

Notary public for the State of Washington,

residing in Seattle
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