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AN ORDINANCE relating to Seattle's Animal Control Code; creating a civil infraction for possession of a

potentially dangerous animal; amending the definition of "dangerous animal" to incorporate reference to

the new civil infraction; defining "unprovoked;" providing for implanting a microchip into and
-

photographing of animals whose owners have been found to have committed the new civil infraction;

changing the definition of "Animal Control Officer" to conform to the current organization of the

Department of Executive Administration; providing for removal of certain dangerous animals to another

jurisdiction; providing for penalties for possessing in the City of Seattle an animal that has been ordered

removed; amending Chapter 9.25 of the Seattle Municipal Code; and amending Section 12A.06.060 of

the Seattle Municipal Code which defines negligent control of an animal.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 9.25.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.020 Definitions -- A -- E.

As used in this chapter, except where a different meaning is plainly apparent from the context, the

following definitions apply:

A. "Abandon" means the act of leaving an animal:

1, Without food, water, or care for twenty-four (24) hours or more; or

2. In a situation where the conditions present an immediate, direct, and serious threat to the life, safety, or

health of the animal.

B. "Alter" means to permanently render an animal incapable of reproduction.

C. "Animal" means any living nonhuman mammal, bird, reptile, or amphibian.

D. "Animal Control Officer" means any person who is employed with the
( Seatge Di~,4sien-of)) Animal

Control section of the Doartme or appointed by the Director for the purpose of aiding in the enforcement of

any ordinance, or relating to the licensing control, quarantine, seizure or impoundment of animals.

E. "At large" means a dog or other animal inside The City of Seattle, off the premises of the owner, and

not under control by a leash of eight (8) feet in length or shorter. "At large" does not include an animal on

propprty other than the animal's owner with the permission of a lawful occupant of that property.

F. "City" means The City of Seattle.

G. "Dangerous animal" means any animal ((4iat aeoer-ding to the Y-eeer-ds of the appf iate aulhefity-,)).

(1) That, when ppprovoked, ((haws)) inflicts((ed)) severe injury on or kills a human being or domestic

animal ((without pr-ovaeafioii )-on public or private property((3%

(((2) has killed a domestie animal; without pr-evoeation while off the owfler-'s pfoper-ty, 0
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(Q(((-3))) Whose owner has been previously found to ((be petefffially dangefeiis, m4ose ownef
-

reoeived have committed a civil violation of 9.25.084G or has been convicted of a crime under

12A.06.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code and whose owner is found to have committed a (t-bieh Animal again
1,

11 --- --- -

aggr-essively bites, a#aeks, or- endangers the safiat-y of huffiens or- domestie anifnal )) violation of either 9,25.084G

or 12A.06.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code with respect to the behavior of that same animal;

(3) That, under circumstances other than as described in subsection GQ above, has been the subject o

one or more findin 4s Oriat its owner has committed a civil violation of 9,25.0 84G or has been convicted of a crime

under 12A.06.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code, whether involving the same or a different owner, whose owner
is found to have committed a violation of either 9.25.084G or 12A.06.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code; or

(4) Whose owner has received a written notification alleging behavior that would-be in violation of either

9.25.084G or 12A.06.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code issued under the laws of @ny other ci1y, coun1y or state

agency within or outside of the State of Washington, which animal again engages in behavior that is in violation

of either 9.25.084G or 12A.06.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

The breed of a dog shall not be considered in qny determination whether a dog is a "dangerous animal"

under this section.

H. "Director" means the Director of Executive Administration of The City of Seattle or his/her

authorized representative.

1. "Department" means the Department of Executive Administration of The City of Seattle.

I "Disposed of in a humane manner" means euthanized by a lethal dose of sodium pentobarbital or its

equivalent.

K. "Detain" means to place an animal in custody.

L. "Domestic Animal" means an animal that is livestock, a companion animal, or both.

1. "Livestock" means any species of animal commonly used by inhabitants of Washington State for food,

fiber, or draft purposes.

2. "Companion animal" means any species of animal commonly kept by inhabitants of Washington State

as a pet or for companionship, except that snakes exceeding eight (8) feet in length, venomous reptiles (regardless

of whether the venom glands have been removed), and venomous amphibians (regardless of whether the venom

glands have been removed) are not domestic animals, even if such animals are commonly kept by inhabitants of

Washington State pets or for companionship.

M. "Exotic animal" means any species of animal that is both: (1) not a domestic animal, and (2) capable
of killing or seriously injuring a human being. Subject to the preceding sentence, the definition of "exotic animal"

contained in this section includes but is not limited to:

1. All animals of the order Primates (as primates) except humans;

2. All animals of the family Canidae (as dogs, wolves, jackals, or foxes) and their hybrid, except for the

domestic dog Canis familiaris;
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I All animals of the family Felidae (as lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, cougars, or cheetahs) and their

hybrid, except for the domestic cat Felis catus;

4. All animals of the family Ursidae (as bears);

5
~

All animals of the family Hyaenidae (as hyenas);

6. All animals of the order Crocodylia (as alligators, crocodiles, gavials, or caimans);

7. All animals of the family Elephantidae (as elephants);

8. All animals of the order Perissodactyla (as horses, rhinoceroses, or tapirs);

9. All animals of the order Artiodactyla (as camels, cattle, deer, giraffes, goats, hippopotamuses, llamas,

pigs, or sheep);

"Exotic animal" also includes all venomous reptiles and amphibians, (regardless of whether the venom

glands have been removed),and all snakes that are eight (8) feet or more in length. ((An animal that is nafmally
A-i:fts44e-+-d- -ed, bfft 43at is deteffnined to be wild of fefal, shall be eeesidefed an exetie animal.))
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Section 2. Section 9.25.023 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.023 Definitions -- P -- T.

As used in this chapter, except where a different meaning is plainly apparent from the context, the

following definitions apply:

A. "Permit" means human conduct in relation to an owned animal which is intentional, deliberate,

careless, inadvertent or negligent.

B. "Potbelly pig" means that type of swine commonly known as the Vietnamese, Chinese, or Asian

Potbelly Pig (Sus scrofa bittatus).

I

mal" means ai+y
anifnal that when tHipfavoked: (1) infliets bit

of othefwise to thfeaten the sa&amp;4y of 4afftans

C((D)). "Secure animal shelter" means an animal shelter that agrees to accept an animal and that agrees

to the following conditions:

ife,'

1. Not to release the animal from the shelter for the rest of the animal's natural life;

2. Not to allow the animal to come into contact with the general public for the rest of the animal's natural

3. Not to a4lew the former- wA%er- to have eontaet with the a+iimaIF-
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!((4)). To indemnify and hold the City harmless from any and all future liability including any and all

claims, demands, damages, liabilities, causes, suits or action of any kind or nature whatsoever relative to past or

future care and custody of the animal and to the animal's future behavior;

A05)). To notify the City if the shelter goes out of business or can no longer keep the animal and to abide

by the City's disposition instructions.

L)((E-)). "Service dog" means a dog that is trained for the purposes of assisting or accommodating a

disabled person's sensory, mental, or physical disability.

E((F)). "Severe injury" means any physical injury that results in broken bones or disfiguring lacerations

requiring multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery. It also means transmittal of an infectious or contagious disease by
an animal.

E((G)). "Trespassing" means any animal which enters upon the property of another person without the

authorization of the lawful occupant.

Section 3. Section 9.25.024 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.024 Definitions -- U - Z.

(((ResenwI)-))

provoked" means that an anim,A. "Un al is not "provoked." An animal is "provoked" if the animal was
being tonrientedphysically abgsce, or fim-tat flic time of the incident. An animal also is "provoked" if a

Leasomable I)ersjii ~vaidd concluide that tle aiiiinal was defending itself, its owner or an immediate family member
of its 0"Nner, or LI-noti-t.er person -vA,,i_thIn its vicirifty from an actual assault or was defending real pEopgty
helon s ovvr~er or an fl-nniediate tamily rpernber of its owner from a crime being conin-il'fled on the owner's

p1%~etJO,'attliattime. An an,"pial is not "Dro~,oLcd" if the victim is alleged to have provoked the animal and the

victim les s than 6 years o 11 d.
..... ......

Code;

Section 4. Section 9.25.030 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.030 Authority of the Director.

A. The Director is authorized to:

1. Make rules for the interpretation and implementation of this chapter, pursuant to the Administrative

2. Accept the surrender of animals to the City Animal Shelter-,

3. Permit or deny adoption from the City Animal Shelter of animals that have been surrendered to the

City, or which are stray or under detainment and unclaimed after the expiration of a holding period;

4. Direct immediate humane disposal of. (a) any exotic animal when alternatives, such as placing the

animal in a zoo or outside of the Ci1y, have been exhausted, (b) any animal surrendered to the City for humane
disposal, (c) any animal determined by the Seattle Municipal Court or any other court of law to be a nuisance, (d)

any animal involved in a court proceeding *in which the owner pled guilty or was found to be guilty of owning a

nuisance or dangerous animal or in which the owner pled guilty or was found to be guilty of negligent control of
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an animal, (e) any animal unclaimed after the expiration of a holding period, (0 any animal determined by the

Director to be dangerous pursuant to SMC Section 9.25,035, (g) an animalfound' the City of Seattle aftery in

removal pursuant to SMC 9.25.035A(3).

5. Detain animals found to be unlicensed, or abandoned, or at large, or in inhumane conditions, or to be a

nuisance, or to be exotic or dangerous, or otherwise found to be in a circumstance violative of this chapter or any
other provision of law;

6. Collect cats, dogs and other animals found dead on the public areas of the City, or from private

property on request of the occupant of the property, and to bury, cremate, or arrange for the disposal of such

animal;

7. Appoint agents for the collection of pig, dog and cat license fees and other fees established by Chapter
9.26 of the Seattle Municipal Code, including past-due fees and penalties;

8. Grant, renew, suspend, revoke, or deny licenses according to the terms of this chapter;

9. Administer the City Animal Shelter;

10. Administer the City Spay and Neuter Clinic and Program;

11. Charge and collect fees for the services authorized by this chapter, as established by Seattle

Municipal Code Chapter 9.26, known as the "Animal Fee Ordinance," as now existing or hereafter amended,
revised or re-enacted;

12, Reduce fees for the adoption or redemption of any animal, when, in the discretion of the Director,

such a reduction is in the best interests of the animal;

13. Appoint persons experienced in the humane trapping of animals to set and bait a trap or use other

devices that do not physically harm an animal trapped, when, in the judgment of the Director, such Action will

protect the public peace, health, safety and welfare and issue live animal trapping permits as authorized by the

Director by rule;

14. Implant a microchip for identification purposes into animals leaving the shelter through adoption,

((of)) redemption or release to another jiuisdicdon pursuant to 9.25.035-, or whose owners have been found to

have committed a violation of 9.25.084G or 1i as been convicted of a crime under 12A.06.060 of the Seattle

Municipal Code ( a imiereehip for- idei#if4ea4en-ptwposes));

15. Photogrgph for identification ppMoses animals released to another jurisdiction. pursuant to 9.25.035

or whose owners have been found to liave committed a violation of 9.25.084G or has been convicted of a crime

under 12A.06.060 of the.Seattle Manicipal Code,

16((4-5)). Direct disposition of exotic animals, including but not limited to transfer to a zoological garden,

((of)) herpetarium or other jurisdiction so long as the requirements of 9.25.035 E are met;

17((4-6)). Refund fees for overpayment or services not provided;

Detain an animal that is the subject of any violation of law, or whose owner is accused of

violating any law relatmig to that animal, and collect from the owner all costs of detainment, care, feeding, and

disposition;

24



TCJJ

4/30/2003

Animal Control ver 19

(Ver. 19)

19((4-9)). Direct disposition of dangerous animals to a secured animal shelter or otherwise as provided for

in this chapter.

B. The Director shall keep records of the handling and licensure of animals in the City.

C. Nothing prohibits the Police Department from enforcing provisions of this chapter.

D. The Director is authorized to enforce Seattle Municipal Code Sections 18.12.080, 18.12.100 and

18.12.110 as authorized by the Superintendent of Parks and Recreation by rule.

E. The Director is authorized to enforce Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.12 and Seattle Municipal
Code Section 10.72.020, subject to such restriction or qualification as the Director of the Seattle-King County

Department of Public Health may establish by rule,

10

I I

2

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Section 5. Section 9.25.035 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SMC 9.25.035 Declaration that an animal is dangerous -- Disposition -- Right to meeting.

A. The Director, upon the petition of any person, or at his or her own discretion, may conduct an

investigation, and if the findings of the investigation so indicate, he or she may declare an animal to be dangerous.
If a domestic animal is found to be dangerous, the Director shall enter an order so stating and shall direct either:

(1) huriaiic disposal of the animal; ((of)) (2) that the animal be sent at the owner's expense to a secure animal

shelt ance with RQW Chgpter 16.08. The
owner is responsible for paying all fees owed to the City for the care of the animal.

B. Before declaring an animal to be dangerous or directing the disposition of the animal, the Director

shall notify the owner in writing of the reasons why the animal is believed to be dangerous, the proposed

disposition of the animal, the authority for the proposed action, and that the Director will make a final

determination after the expiration of twenty (20) days following
service of the notice, or, if sent by certified mail, within twenty (20) days after the date of delivery as shown on

the returned receipt. In addition, the notice shall inform the owner that he or she will be provided an opportunity

to meet with the Director, at which meeting the owner may give, orally or in writing, any reasons or infori-nation

as to why the animal should not be declared to be dangerous, or why the Director should direct that the animal be

sent to a secure animal shelter instead of directing humane disposal. The notice shall state the date, time and

location of the meeting, which will occur prior to the expiration of twenty (20) days following delivery of the

notice. The notice shall be sent by regular and certified mail, return receipt requested, or delivered in person to the

owner at the owner's last address known to the Director.

C. The Director will consider directing that an animal be sent to a secure animal shelter only upon
request of the owner. The owner shall bear the burden to establish that an animal shelter is available that meets the

criteria for a secure animal shelter, that the shelter will accept the animal, and that the owner is willing and able to

pay all expenses for transporting the animal.

D. In the event the Director finds an animal to be dangerous and directs disposition of the animal, the

declaration and directive shall be in writing in the form of an order, and shall include a recital of the authority for

the action, a brief and concise statement of the facts that supports the disposition, and contami the Director's

signature. A copy of the order, including notice of the right to appeal, shall be sent by regular and certified mail,

return receipt requested, or delivered in person to the owner.
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E. Prior to releasing an animal for removal from Seattle Pursuant to SMQ 9.25.035A(3) the Director shall

require (1) Proof that all conditions required Chqpter 16.08 RCW and all other conditions required by state or

loc.qlkiw for maintaining a dangerous animal have been met; (2) proof that the animal control authority in the

jurisdiction to ydhic,i tle anirnal isbeiiig moved has beon informed of the relocation;. (3) proof that the animal

control audiority inthe iarisidlictiot-j Io ,-viiich the animal is bein2 moved has consented to the relocation; (4)

aw~eemcqt by the atlijilal"s myiier to indenirify andhold the Cijy harmless from ~Lny and all future liabilfty

including pLny and all, claims, deiaaads, dama,_~es, liabi'kties, causes, SUits or action of pn_y kind or nature

whatsoever relative to past or future care ar. d c ustody of the animal and to the animal's future behavior,

Section 6. Section 9.25.083 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.083 Owning dangerous ((4eiom))animals prohibited - Exception.

A. It is unlawful to own a dangerous animal (other than a licensed guard or attack dog) with knowledge
that the animal is dangerous, or with reckless disregard of the fact that the animal is dangerous.

B. It is unlawful to Possess within the City of Seattle pny animal that has been ordered removed from the

City of Seattle pursuant to SMC 9.25.035.

C((R)). An animal whose owner is convicted of or pleads guilty to violating this section shall be

humanely destroyed.

Section 7. Section 9.25.084 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.084 Offenses relating to control.

It is unlawful for the owner to:

A. Permit any animal, except cats and pigeons, to be at large or trespass upon the property of another. It

is not a violation of this subsection to have a dog off-leash in an area designated pursuant to Section 18.12,080 as

an off-leash area provided that the requirements of Section 18.12.080 B are met;

B. Permit any cat, dog, potbelly pig or other animal to enter any public fountain or at school ground
while school is in session or during after-school activities. It is not a violation of this subsection for an owner to

permit an arinnal to enter on to any school ground when school is not in session and no after-school activities are

taking place if the animal is on leash and the owner has in his or her immediate possession a device to remove
properly any feces the animal may deposit on school grounds;

C. Fail to confine any female cat or dog that is in estrus ("heat") in a secure enclosure so that the female
cat or dog cannot come in contact with a male unless the male is admitted by the

owner of the female, with the consent of the owners of both the male and female animals;

D. Permit any animal:

1. To damage public property or the private property of another, or

2. To bark, whine, howl, or otherwise vocalize in violation of Chapter 25.08 of the Seattle Municipal
Code (Noise Ordinance 106360) or its successor ordinance, or

3. To spread or spill garbage;
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E. Have in his/her possession any animal not owned by him/her without the knowledge of the owner,

unless he/she notifies the Director of such possession within twenty-four (24) hours; or to fail to surrender such

animal to the Director upon demand;

F. Tether an animal in such a manner as to permit the animal to enter any sidewalk, street, alley or place

open to the public, or to enter any adjacent lot or premises unless authorized by the occupant of the adjacent

premises.

G. Permit gEy animal when pUrovoked on plIblic or pnvate pr rty to:opL

I Bite a human being causing less than severe injury as defined.in 9.25.023E of the Seattle Municipal

Code or bite a domestic animal;

2. Chase or Wgroach a human, on proper1y other than that of the animal's owner, in a menacing fashion

or qpparent attitude of attack~'which mU include but is not limited to M one or more of the following behaviors:

snarling, baring teeth, gowling, snVXing, pouncing, lunging, attacking, or gggm~tmg to bite.

The breed of a dog shall not be considered to be evidence of violation of this section.

Section 6. Section 9.25.090 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follo ws:

SMC 9.25.090 Detaimment and disposal.

A. No detained animal shall be released to the owner until all applicable fees are paid and licenses obtained

except as otherwise provided 'in this chapter.

B. The Director shall ascertain whether any detained animal is currently licensed, and, if so, shall notify the

licensee by letter or by telephone that such animal has been detained and may be

redeemed upon payment of any applicable fees.

C. Anyone claiming a detained animal must prove ownership or provide written authorization from the

owner to claim the animal, to the satisfaction of the Director before redeeming the animal.

D, Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, injured or diseased animals, in cases where the

owner CW'Irfatbe located, need not be detained for the holding period, but may be disposed of in a humane manner at

any tiiiie at the discretion of the Direc mal. If

the owner is identifiable, the Director must contact the owner and give the owner the qpt~ion of transferring the animal

to a velelInarian for immediate treatment.

E. Any animal which is detained by the Director may be held at the City Animal Shelter or other place

appropriate for the animal. The Director shall post a notice of detainment at the City Animal Shelter, and shall attempt

to deternui-P.-e ownership of an animal. If, after the expiration of a holding period, no owner has claimed the animal, the

Director sball authorize adoption or dispose of the animal in a humane manner.

F. A kennel fee for every twenty-four (24) hour period or part thereof, commencing at the close of business

on the day the animal is detained, shall be charged to the owner or other authorized person claiming the animal for the

care and feeding of the animal.

8



TCJJ

4/30/2003

Animal Control ver 19

(Ver. 19)

G. The Director of Public Health may direct the detention of animals suspected of having rabies. These

animals shall be held until their release is approved by the Director of Public Health, and all applicable fees are paid.

Section 7. Section 9.25. 100 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SMC 9.25.100 Penalty clause,
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A. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.053, 9.25.054, 9.25.083 A, and 9.25.085 of this chapter

constitutes a crime subject to the provisions of Sections 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.020 of the Seattle Municipal

Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by a fine of not more
than Five Hundred Dollars ($500) or by imprisonment for no more than one hundred eighty (180) days, or by both

such fine and imprisonment.

B. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.081 %((and)) 9.25.081 Iand 9.25.083 B of this chapter

constitutes a gross misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Section 12A.02.010 and 12A.02,020 of the Seattle

Municipal Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by a fine of

not mo, e than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) or by imprisonment for no more than three hundred sixty-five

(365) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

C. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.081 A, 9.25.081 C, 9.25.081 D, 9.25.081 E, 9.25.081 F,

9.25.081 G, 9,25.081 H, 9.25.081 J and 9.25.081 K of this chapter constitutes a misdemeanor subject to the

provisions of Sections 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.20 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended)

and.
ar.,y pe!-son convicted thereof may be punished by a fine of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) or

by iniprisonment for no more than ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

D. Conduct made unlawful by any other section of this chapter is a violation and any person found to

have committed a violation may be punished by a civil fine or forfeiture of not more than Five Hundred Dollars

($500), but a finding that a violation was cominitted sliall not give rise to any disability or legal disadvantage
based on the conviction of a criminal ofEnse. ((Rt. 'iffe to have obtained, pfior- to November 1 I)Af)A - A-

9, ea4, of

pot6el lieense as required by Seetions 9.2--5.050, 9.25.05.1 a-d 9.25.052 shall not su-bjeetZe_-_:L__'"'w- _ ei-er-to the

eiviJ,f4ie of for-feitufe established in this sulbsectiowif,-ne"atei: #mn Nevember 30, 2000. (1) a euFr&amp;,PA 1"-se is

digposi4 ion.)) Disposition of violations under this chapter shall be governed by the procedures for disposition of

traft-ic infrac t" ons under Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 11. 3 1.

E. In addition, the court may order the revocation or denial of any guard or attack dog license and any cat

or dog license of or to any person convicted of a crime under this chapter for a period not to exceed one (1) year.

F. Any person whose guard or attack dog's license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall surrender all

said guard or attack dogs to the Director to be disposed of in a humane manner.

G. Any person whose cat or dogLs license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall surrender all ((efhis-ef

heT))said cats and dogs to the Director.

Section 8. Section 12A.06.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SMC 12A.06.060 Negligent control of an animal.

A. A person is guilty of negligent control of an animal if he or she has possession, custody or control of

an animal that, because of the person's negligence, inflicts bodily injury on or kills another

9
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person or another animal.

B. "Negligence" includes, but is not limited to, failure to comply with or violation of any provision of

Section 9.25.083 or Section 9,25.084.

C. Negligent control of an animal is a gross misdemeanor.

Section 9. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its approval by

the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after presentation, it shall take

effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the q~~ day of 2003, and signed by me in open session in

authentication of its passage this 6i:Ls day of -T, jjrp-- ,
2003.

President of the City Council

Approved by me this k--~
day of 5~ 2003.

Filed by me this 1 day of 2003.

Seal)

10
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ORDINANCE

RDINANCE relating to Seattle's Animal Control Code; creating a civil infraction for possession

of a potentially dangerous animal; amending the definition of "dangerous animal" to incorporate

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

in

the

el

ference to the new civil infraction; defining "unprovoked;" providing for implanting a

ochip into and photographing of animals whose owners have been found to have committed

~v civil infraction; changing the definition of "Animal Control Officer" to conform to the

curren,

certain di

City of Sea

ganization of the Department of Executive Administration; providing for removal of

gerous animals to another jurisdiction; providing for penalties for possessing in the

Qe an animal that has been ordered removed; amending Chapter 9.25 of the Seattle

Municipal Cd 0; and amending Section 12A.06.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code which defines

negligent contrd

ITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 9.25.02

9.25.020 Derinitions -- A

of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

As used in this chapter, except whv-'
It-

a different meaning is plainly apparent from the context,

the following definitions apply:

A. "Abandon" means the act of leaving a animal:

1. Without food, water, or care for twenty-fou (24) hours or more; or

in2. In a situation where the conditions present

\an
i ediate, direct, and serious threat to the life,

safety, or health of the animal.

B. "Alter" means to permanently render an animal incapave of reproduction.

C. "Animal" means any living nonhuman marninal, bird, re\Pti or amphibian.

D. "Animal Control Officer" means any person who is employed with the ((

Animal Control sectj'or of the Departing or appointed by the Director for the urpose of aiding in the

enforcement of any ordinance, or relating to the licensing control, quarantine, sei re or impoundment11%,
of animals.

E, "At large" means a dog or other animal inside The City of Seattle, off the pr6~iises of the

owner, and not under control by a leash of eight (8) feet in length or shorter. "At large" does not include

an animal on property other than the animal's owner with the permission of a lawful occgpant of that

mQuent-y-

1

)f an animal.
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F. "City" means The City of Seattle.

Dangerous animal" means any animal

)-ia44'-)

"

(I\That. when uUrovoked, ((h*) inflicts((ed)) severe injury on or kills a human being or

domestic g1hWal ( withau~ pfavee-at~))-on public or private property((;%

(((2) deffiestie afiiffla4; witheiit pfeveeatien ~A~Ie eff the owner-'s pr-epeAy, Of%

10

crimlo. un-der I 2A.06.066"of u,,c Seattle NItinil-imll Code and whose owner is found to have committed a

se owner, has been previously found to ((be petef4ially deaiger-eiis, whese e"ef
has feeeived -etiee AAI#Ieh.)) have committed a civil violation of 9.25.084G or has been convicted of aI~J

behavior of 11~at same animal;

aaiffl*)) vlolaflog of eiflh,2~r k25,084G or 12A.06.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code with respect to the

-s other than as described in subsection GQ above, has been the

subJect of one or mgre flindings owner has committed a civil violation of 9.25.084G or has been

COM;cted ofa cr*lne undet- I ?A.06.06(h~f tll,- Seattle Mui-i`ciDal Code, whe im,,o iyuig he same or a
.............. ........

rcn' o)~Ltig- -ier i -,ave committed a violation of either 9.25.084G or 12A.06.060
,

~~JjQw ~vi , s f6tind t6d

12

13

14

of the Seattle Municil2al Code- or
0

(4) Whose owner has received a--qcr O'oqober 31, 2002 gny notification that the animal is

p ~Lffll
, I-langcYOUS

- that has been ameaded or rgpealedQL,gLitj --~- clignter9.25

subsequeiit to
sLjf--,-j

...

il.o.tlficatioii, ot-has i-eccivcd a 8"imilar noti Fication under the ~qws of any oftqr_city,,

~~ultKiiEsLaLe-~,v ~Lxjy.q.hin oi, o-utside of the Stale"O'Washington, which anjiual engages in behavior

that 1S In VI.OkItiOll 01 Ci 1101- 9.-~'.084G or 12A.()6-.060 QIi.e Seattle Municipal C de,0

The breed of a dog shall not be considered in ~Lny dRtermination whether a dog is a "dangegrous

1711
H. "Director" means the Director of Executive Adminisfi~ation of The City of Seattle or his/her

I

authorized relvesontative.

1. "Department" means the Department of Executive Adminis ation of The City of Seattle.

J. "Disposed of in a humane manner" means euthanized by a leth4 dose of sodium pentobarbital

20
1

or its equivalent.

/- I

I

22
1

23

24

K. "Detain" means to place an animal in custody.

L. "Domestic Animal" means an animal that is livestock, a companion animat,~or both.

2
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1. "Livestock" means any species of animal commonly used by inhabitants of Washington State

for food,,\fiber, or draft purposes,

venomous rept es (regardless of wlicLhe-1- the venom glands have been removed), and venomous

amphibians (reg dless of whether the vcnom glands have been removed) are not domestic animals,

even if such aniin~a are commonly kept by inhabitants of Washington State pets or for companionship.

2. "'Companion animal" means any species of animal commonly kept by inhabitants of

Washington ate as a pet or for companionship, except that snakes exceeding eight (8) feet in length,

M. "Exotican all"me s any species of animal that is both: (1) not a domestic animal, and (2)

i

capable of killing: or se usly in uring a human being. Subject to the preceding sentence, the definition

of "exotic animal"
con%taid

in t -iis section includes but is not limited to:

1. All animals of the rderr Primates (as primates) except humans;

il2. All animals of the' a ily Canidae (as dogs, wolves, jackals, or foxes) and their hybrid, except

for the domestic dog Canis famill is;

' f

3. All animals of the family Xelidae (as lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, cougars, or cheetahs) and

their hybrid, except for the domestic ckFelis catus;

4. All animals of the family Ursidk (as bears);

5. All animals of the family Hyaenidae(#s hyenas);

6. All animals of the order Crocodylia (as aNgators, crocodiles, gavials, or caimans);

9. All animals of the order Artiodactyla (as camels, cat e, deer, giraffes, goats, hippopotamuses,

7. All animals of the family Elephantidae (as eRphants);

8. All animals of the order Perissodactyla (as horsle\rhinoceroses, or tapirs);

llamas, pigs, or sheep);

"Exotic animal" also includes all venomous reptiles and amp 'bians, (regardless of whether the

veno~n glands have been removed), and all snakes that are e ff
%

e
c

~or more in length. ((Aa aiiiffial

aftiffial. )

he following definitions apply:

As used in this chapter, except where a different meaning is plainly apparent from'q~e context,

9.25.023 Definitions -- P -- T.

Section 2. Section 9.25.023 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended
a'so\follows:

3

I
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1. Not to release the animAk from the shelter for the rest of the animal's natural life;

10 1
2. Not to allow the animal to c into contact with the general public for the rest of the

I ~11 -~f 1

117
I

III a Ulu

12

3((4)). To indemnify and hold the City!karmless from any and all future liability including any

13

~

and all claims, demands,. damages, liabilities, cauNs, suits or action of any kind or nature whatsoever

relative to past or future care and custody of the ankal and to the animal's future behavior;

14
H

4((-S)). To notify the City if the shelter goes outVf business or can no longer keep the animal and
!

i

15
1

to abide by the City's disposition instructions.

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Section 3. Section 9.25.024 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as fOROWS:

9.25.024 Definitions U -- Z.

4

A. "Permit" means human conduct in relation to an owned animal which is intentional,

deliberate\lcareless, inadvertent or negligent.

B.
"

tbelly pig" means that type of swine commonly known as the Vietnamese, Chinese, or

Asian Potb Ily ig (Sus scrofa bittatus).
N

y (egieiz tliedi tha4 ef ~he aniffial's evvfler~ in a ffieiiaeing

&amp;Sliiell or- appafeiit aiti4
'E, e:F ai-,y aill a4 with a kiiev~,ii pfepeiisit-f, tendeney, or- dispesitieii to

at~-aek ,RVf E):veke+4
%-~

ef ethefwise to t4e4ffi the saf~~ ef hafflans er- deffiestie aftiffhils-.))

!C((D)). "Secure anim~l shelter" means an animal shelter that agrees to accept an animal and that

agrees to the following conditiks:

"Service dog" means a dog that is trained for , he puTposes of assisting or

accommodating a disabled person's sensory, mental, or phy, X disability.

~
'"j,

E((F)). "Severe injury" means any physical injury that res in broken bones or disfiguringUNS

- ~ I . I ..

lacerations requiring multiple sul

contagious disease by an animal.

E((G)). "Trespassing" means any animal which enters upon the prooqrty of another person

without the authorization of the lawful occupant.
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A V 9

9!P
~,

4 TT rovoked' mearis that an aiiinnal is not rovoked." An animal is "12rovoked" if the

al-iimal 16s bcii,,,z PlivsIcal1v abUSed Or IlUff" ~IL the tiji-le of Oic incident. An animal also is '~2rovoked"if
. ............ ---- ---L -- - -----

solla'-)"~\Persoll ~vould coi-icItide tfiat flicaii iiial was defe, i(iii-, itself, its owner or an inimcdIate

fa'tlld,v ,iieiiib 'g of'its wvaer. or aiiotl-.er
persoii-y,,jt1illi its lriiiiiediate.vicinijy from an actual assalilt or

vc a s d e I'e
I I (I" oiienv be`oii_Nit ginu to its owl.lpr or an ii-i-lined'ate familv member of its owner Crom a

.......... .. .. ..

ertVat that time.

Section4. Se ion 9.25.030 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.030 Au

4

Xf the Director.thori of

A. The Director is orized to:

1. Make rules for the
inteiRretation

and implementation of this chapter, pursuant to the

Administrative Code;

2. Accept the surrender of anin*ls to the City Animal Shelter;

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

3. Permit or deny adoption from th City Animal Shelter of animals that have been surrendered

to the City, or which are stray or un iinvent and unclaimed after the expiration of a holding

N
period;

pLa~

4. Direct irr-nediate humane disposal of-
(a)\\any

exotic animal when alternatives, such as

_i_!Ig tl~e animal ina zoo or outside of the ON. havbbeen exhausted, (b) any animal surrendered to

the City f~bi-'IhLirnane disposal, (c) aily ajiliiial determineNby the Seattle Municipal Court or any other

court of I aw to be a nuisance, (d) any anirli-ial involved in
a~ourt

roceeding in which the owner pled
A X

~er'
ia~

guilty or was found to be guilty of owning a nuisance or us, animal or in which the owner pled

guilty or was found to be guilty of negligent control of an ani al, (e) any animal unclaimed after theT Niexpiration of a holding period, (f) any arlit-nal determined by the irector to be dangerous pursuant to

9.25.035A(a.

SMC Section 9.25.035, (g) My animal fbtaicl in the City of Seattl after removal pursuant to SMC

5. Detain animals found to be unlicensed, or abandoned, or at lkge, or in inhumane conditions,

or to be a nuisance, or to be exotic or dangerous, or otherwise found to b4n a circumstance violative of

this chapter or any other provision of law;

6. Collect cats, dogs and other animals found dead on the public areas oKthe City, or from

disposal of such animal;

private property on request of the occupant of the property, and to bury, cremate, 6K arrange for the

7. Appoint agents for the collection of pig, dog and cat license fees and other
fees"ektablished by

Chapter 9.2-6 or the Seattle Municipal Code, including past-due tees and penalties;

8. Grant, renew, suspend, revoke, or deny licenses according to the terms of this chapter;
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Municipal Code hapter 9.26, known as the "Animal Fee Ordinance," as now existing or hereafter

amended, revised re-enacted;

9. Administer the City Animal Shelter;

0. dminister the City Spay and Neuter Clinic and Program;1 dmini'

%h
g11. C ge and collect fees for the services authorized by this chapter, as established by Seattle

12. Reduce feXs for the adoption or redemption of any animal, when, in the discretion of the

Director, such a reducti(sqn is in the best interests of the animal;

13. Appoint person

other devices that do not phy

experienced in the humane trapping of animals to set and bait a trap or use

cally harm an animal trapped, when, in the judgment of the Director, such

action will protect the public pe kee, health, safety and welfare and issue live animal trapping permits as

authorized by the Director by rule)

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

14. Implant a niierochip for JuN.-ptificatJon purposes into animals leaving the shelter through

adoption., ((e+)) redeniption or relea.se io`,~I.iiotber igrisdictionl2ursuant to 9,25.035, or WI-107se owners

have been fo-uTi d 'Lo
'

have committe(I ~,, N~ i, ol ii0oii oC9.25.(-)S4G or has been con-v-icted of a crimounder

12A.06.060 o F the Seattle Municipal Code fer- idefAifiea4ieft piiFpeses));

15. PhotoeraDh for idei--,tificatiou vijMos~s aiiiinals released to another jurisdiction pursuant to

9.25.035 oi- k,~T],~ose
ovv-iic,,,s

liave been f6tind io hav'6-coniimfted a violation of 9.25,084G or has been

convicted of a crimearld.er
...
I.2-A.06.060 of the Seatt~,Municipal Code.

16((44)). Direct disposition of exotic animals, inXluding but not limited to transfer to a

zoological garden., ((e+)) herpetarium or other sdiction"so long as the requirements-of 9,25.035 E are

M-elt;

17((4-6)). Refund fees for overpayment or services not ovided;

B((4-7)). Detain an animal that is the subject of any violati of law, or whose owner is accused

ovi

of violating any law relating to that animal, and collect from the \o
w

n

all costs of detainment, care,

a

feeding, and disposition;

19

1

19((44)), Direct disposition of dangerous animals to a secured anim
I

provided for in this chapter.

and 18.12.110 as authorized by the Superintendent of Parks and Recreation by rule.

B. The Director shall keep records of the handling and licensure of animals the City.

C. Nothing prohibits the Police Department from enforcing provisions of this cha er.

D. The Director is authorized to enforce Seattle Municipal Code Sections 18.12.080, 8.12.100

6
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E The Director is authorized to enforce Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.12 and Seattle

Munioit~odoe
Section 10.72.020, subject to such restriction or qualification as the Director of the

Seattle_ gC unty Department of Public Health may establish by rule.

SectidX5. Section 9.25.035 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

SMC 9.25. 5 Declaration that an animal is dangerous -- Disposition -- Right to meeting.

j

5 Dec'ar

A. The
Dir%ectoupon the petition of any person, or at his or her own discretion, may conduct an

i

.

,

investigation, and if the
dings

of the investigation so indicate, he or she may declare an animal to be

dangerous. If a domestic aid mal is found to be dangerous, the Director shall enter an order so stating andin

shall direct either: (1) human disposal of the animal; ((ef)) (2) that the animal be sent at the owner's

expe.nse to a secure animal sh
~---r; or (3) removed from the City and maintained at all times in

com Lfliatice with RCW C1iaj-)tcr\t,6.08. The owner is responsible for paying all fees owed to the City for

the care of the animal.

B. Before declaring an anim to be dangerous or directing the disposition of the animal, the

Director shall notify the owner in writ g of the reasons why the animal is believed to be dangerous, the

known to the Director,

proposed disposition of the animal, the thority for the pro-posed action, and that the Director will make

a final determination after the expiration twenty (20) days following

service of the notice, or, if sent by certified ail, within twenty (20) days after the date of delivery as

r ct

the thori f

v a

d
i

ii,
the OtIct

-t'
0

all, w ~1

shown on the returned receipt. In addition, the otice shall inform the owner that he or she will be

ty
or'

'I

4 aprovided an opportunity to meet with the Direct at which meeting the owner may give, orally or in

writing, any reasons or information as to why the nimal should not be declared to be dangerous, or why
the Director should direct that the animal be sent to secure animal shelter instead of directing humane

disposad. The notice shall state the date, time and loca

\'
o
n (of the meeting, which will occur prior to the

'cu

f the 0cxplralio,r-~ of twenty (20) days following delivery of t e otice, The notice shall be sent by regular and

ccrtl ti~xl mall, return receipt requested, or delivered in pe onto the owner at the owner's last address

C. The Director will consider directing that an animal
I\e

sent to a secure animal shelter only

upon request of the owner. The owner shall bear the burden to eg~ablish that an animal shelter is

a,,;allab e that meets the criteria for a SOC Urc animal shelter, that th~\shelter will accept the animal, and

thi t the owner is willing and able to pay a I! expenses for transporting, the animal.

D. In the event the Director finds an animal to be dangerous an directs disposition of the

r

e f s a

animal, the declaration and directive shall be in writing in the form of an der, and shall include a,1%
recital of the authority for the action, a brief and concise statement of the fa s that supports the

owner.

disposition, and contain the Director's signature. A copy of the order, includin notice of the right to

appeal, shall be sent by regular and certified mail, return receipt requested, or de " ered in person to the

E. Prior to releasing an animal for rcn-.-oval fro-n Seattle pursuant to SMC 9.2'~.W5&amp;3) the

23 i Director shall require (1 -)fthatallcond-LJoTLs -mredChapter16.08RCWz
H

J?ro, _L~ -

24

7
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

requiftd by state or local law for maintaining a dangerous animal have been met-, (2) proof that the

ii ni a I iitrol authoritV -'a th~~ jllrisdictloii to which the arrmal is being moved has been informed of the

retocatioi~,, (3) proof fliat ffic artt'rp,~al collitrol aliffiontV i"I the jurisidiction to which the animal is bein

moved lias clorlse.mcd to, the relocatioii: f4) a~,reeriieii~ by flicanimal's owner to indemnify and hold the
........ ......

C V 11a rro, I e s ~, fro r,,i a,,i y It~tridal! iture ]'ab'fitv inclLiclin- any and all claims, demaiids, damages,

liabili'des, cat-i ~~s,,_Su Its or act-, oil ot amT ~J iicl or ii ature whatsoever relative to pastor f~ture care and

ct~s'aoclv oftlie atid to 1,,c ajit'rnaPs future behavior.

Section 6. Se ion 9.25.083 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

j

9.25.083 Ownin dan erous ((v4eie%&amp;)) animals prohibited -- Exception.

A. It is unlawful to 0 a dangerous animal (other than a licensed guard or attack dog) with

'

t on 9

'nl 11

V

knowledge that the animal is d gerous, or with reckless disregard of the fact that the animal is

from the Ci1y of Seattjo,,jursu nt to SNIC 9.25,035._qj__

B. It is unlawful to Liossess N\ithin the ily of Seattle gny animal that has been ordered removed

dangerous.

C((B)). An animal whose owner Nconvicted of or pleads guilty to violating this section shall be

humanely destroyed.

Section 7. Section 9.25.084 of the
Seatt1q,'Municipal.

Code is amended as follows:

9.25.084 Offenses relating to control.

It is unlawful for the owner to:

espass upon the property of

another. It is not a violation of this subsection to have a dog ok-leash in an area designated pursuant to

Section 18.12.080 as an off-leash area provided that the requireihents of Section 18.12.080 B are met;

B. Permit any cat, dog, potbelly pig or other animal
t?.enter ~~y public fountain or any school

ground while school is in session or d ur", ii g after-school activities. It is lipt a violation of this subsection

for an owner to permit an animal to enter on to any school ground when 1,hool is not in session and no

has inafter-school activities are taking place if 'he animal is on leash and the o, n his or her

immediate possession a device to remove properly any feces the animal may eposit on school grounds;

C. Fail to confine any female cat or dog that is in estrus ("heat") in a seen enclosure so that the

female cat or dog cannot come in contact with a male unless the male is admitted b the

owner of the female, with the consent of the owners of both the male and fe
\m

a
le

a
n
i

Is;

nit

D. Pennit any animal:

1. To damage public property or the private property of another, or
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10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

2. To bark, whine, howl, or otherwise vocalize in violation of Chapter 25.08 of the Seattle

Munkipal Code (Noise Ordinance 106360) or its successor ordinance, or

E. Nve in his/her possession any animal not owned by him/her without the knowledge of the

owner, unless'~e/she notifies the Director of such possession within twenty-four (24) hours; or to fail to

surrender such kimal to the Director -upon demand;

the adjacent premises.

F. Tether ahanimal in such a manner as to permit the animal to enter any sidewalk, street, alley

or place open to the Nblic, or to enter any adjacent lot or premises unless authorized by the occupant of

1. Bite a hw-nan\.cing causimy -less Lhan severe ipjM as defined in 9.25.023E of the Seattle

G. Permit qny anihaal wheri i,~nvrovoked..g~ublic or private pMperty to-

Municip al Code or I- i to a d orl i e"St i c g=m

2. Qlase pro= other than that of the animal's oNA,ner, in a

ig Ua, areiit at'

&
a
m

p
;e

rtie!iacii f~ fash.ionor 'ttt of afl.ack. NvIiieli iiicl tides bUt JS not limited to anN,, oi,le o-1- more of the

foflmvirw, beliqvto.-s: srmfliw, b~itjng'*Ieetli~ g~qNNJIJIL!, slianDing, noullcing, lungimz. attackin,4, or gttei-mpti-iiR

A. No detained animal shall be released to the,~wrier until all applicable fees are paid and licenses

SMC 9.25.090 Detainment and disposa

Section 8. Section 9.25.090 of the e Municipal Code is amended as follows:

TJI ie breed of a dog shall not be coftsidered to be evidence of violation of this section.

obtained except as otherwise provided in flus chapter.

redeemed upon payment of any applicable IfOes.

B. The Director shall ascertain wl-iother any dctained\Timal
is currently licensed, and, if so, shall

notify the licensee by letter or by teleplioiie fl-_,at such I ha~, been detained and may be

C. Anyone claiming a detained animal must prove ownership r provide written authorization from

the owner to claim the animal, to the satisfaction of the Director befo e eeming the animal,

D. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, inJured or dis sed animals, in cases where

theowic; camiot be located, need not be detained for the holding period, but ma bedisposedofina

iowtier the option of transferring jffic aidmal to a voter'ii-gJap k-jr imme(fiate treatment.
.......... .

tiw,rmme n-,am-,er at anytime at the discretion of the Director, followinQ a reasonabl-,atternDt to locate the

OVIIIIIIer of the injured animal. If fhe owper is ldciitl Fiabll-, flie Dil,ector must conta-cl, d0\0,Aiier and give th

2
4

1
1
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E. Any animal which is detained by the Director may be held at the City Animal Shelter or other

I I

12

3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

place k.)p, opriate for the animal. The Director shall post a notice of detainment at the CityAnimal Shelter,

and shal!-~ittempt to determine ownership of an animal. If, after the expiration of a holding period, no owner

has claime"q the animal, the Director shall authorize adoption or dispose of the animal in a humane manner.

clainilii,',' the aniffial for the care and feeding of the animal.

F.
A,~ennel

fee for every twenty-four (24) hour period or part thereof, commencing at the close of

business on t eVay the animal is detained, shall be charged to the owner or other authorized person

~ippllc'able fees are paid.

G. The DireNor of Public Health may direct the detention of animals suspected of having rabies.

T'llaese animals shall be'keld until the] r release is approved by the Director of Public Health, and all

Section 9. Section 9. .100 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SMC 9.25.100
Pena%

Ity C use.

A. Conduct made unlawful bNqe,,tions 9.25.053, 9.25.054, 9.25.083 A. and 9.25.085 of this

clia-)ter coastitutes a crime subject to th~q7rovisions of Sections 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.020 of the

I Seattle k1unicipal Code (Ordnianoe 10284'~,as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be
I

I

I

pi.mis'lhed by a fine of not more than Fi,,,,? Huhdrcd Dollars ($500) or by imprisonment for no more than

one hundred eighty (180) days, or by both suc4lne and imprisonment.

B. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.2 081 BA ((and)) 9.25.0811, and 9.25.083 B of this

ch,i-rter constitutes a gross misdemeanor suNc-ct to th~i

I
"I2A.02,020 of flie Seatfle Nfunlcip~d Code (Orclirwnce

diereofmay be punished by a fine of not morc than Five

rovisions of Section 12A.02.010 and

.2843 as amended) and any person convicted

for no more than three hundred sixty-five (365) days, or by

(ousand Dollars ($5,000) or by imprisonment

~~h such fine and imprisonment.

C. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.081 A
19j25.~81.

C, 9.25.081 D, 9.25,081 E,

9.25.081 F, 9.25.081 G, 9.25.081 H, 9.25.081 J and 9.25.08 t s chapter constitutes a

misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Sections 12A.02.010 an 1 .02.20 of the Seattle Municipal

Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and anly )erson convicted thereo nay be punished by a fine ofereo""

not more dian One Thousaiid Dol I ars ($ 1,000) or by imprisonment for no ;ipre than ninety (90) days, or

by both such fine and irriprisorinent.

D. Conduct made unlawful by any other section of this chapter is a violation and any person

found to have committed a violation may be punished by a civil fine or forfeiture of\Rot more than Five

Hundred Dollars ($500), but a finding that a violation was committed shall not give ni to any disability

or 'ic-a] disadvantage based on the conviction of a criminal offense. ((FLaihffe4"AA1,R R:ht i4;R1J' F-4-e

r the aniffia4, the ewiier- neii-fies the Dir-eeter- ef the dispesifie*-.)) Disposition of violatio

10
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under"this chapter shall be governed by the procedures for disposition of traffic infractions under Seattle

Municlkl Code Chapter 11.31.

E. In'uddition, the court may order the revocation or denial of any guard or attack dog license

and any cat or

)
(
Q

.

- I i cense of or to w-,v p erson convicted of a crime under this chapter for a period not to

exceed one (1),,~e'gr.

F. Any persokwhose guard or attack dog's license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall

-,,-
Psurrender all ((R-flffis A- aaid guard or attack dogs to the Director to be disposed of in a humane

manner.

G. Any person whose
b~t or dog's license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall surrender all

ef his ef hef)),~qid cats and dogko, the Director.

10

11

12

13
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Section 10. Section 12A.06.0 0 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:of the e'

SMC 12A.06.060 Negligent cont ol of an animal.

r

A. A person is guilty of negligent con ol 'of an animal if he or she has possession, custody or

control of an animal that, because of the \p
e
rs

o
n
'

negligence, inflicts bodily injury on or kills another

person or ai--oll-icr aiiin-iaL

provision of Section 9.25.083 or Section 9.25.084.

B. "Negligence" includes, but is not limited
to"Irt-11ure

to comply with or violation of any

C. Negligent control of an animal is a gross

misdeme*~

Section 11. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force hirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor ithin ten (10) days after

hir (3 0) day'

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.0 020.

I

Passed by the City Council the day of )03
, sIg e2003, and signe b

\
y me in open session

in authentication of its passage this_ day of

President of the City Council

11

-1

r
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A
1 xpproved by m6,this _ day of 32003.

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Filed by me this_ day of \
,

2003.

Seal)

12 VTY



Section 3 of the proposed ordinance is amended to read'as follows:

9.25.024 Definitions

A, "T Tnprovoked" nie~ins that an animal is not "pro-voked." --An animal is. "Provoked" if the

aniquil k pa "provoked" if the vidiin is alleged to have provoked the aninial and th(~ ~ ictini

aii actual assault or ~,,,~is defe to As Owner oi- 'Iri '111111ed'ate farr''IVLA-hIL"

l

'

al
-I-fleMber Of ILS owlier Crom a ct-;H-ne be'im-, conul-iittcd on iiet, s a that t'_Lnvp e rty-a

.........
urle. All

ai-~imal -,,vas llciii~,, Physicaltv abused or hurt at the, tmie of tl,,e Incident. An anirual ~ilso is---- - --------- - -

4~pro,v-olked" a reasonqblo pe s-ovi
-vvould Conclude fliat tlie,,whrial vvas defendiw it -elf, its owner

oi- au-iffl- ediate f~iniily mcn-CherofAs owner, or gtiother
persoi,.

1,vifll 'u'ts ii ate vicinity from'if I -oinecll
.. ....... .

is less thau 6 years old.



Section 1 of the proposed ordinance is amended to read as follows:

ect ol one or niore MiciHigs that its owiicr has con-ii-ri I I I
I ____ Mted a Ovil violation of 9.25,084(3 or

.C
') L-That, under circuiiistareLs otber tf-jan as described in subsection GO above, has b~!Z.n

1-tasbeeii coiivicted of-a crillIC Mider 12A.06.060 of the Scattle MUrlicipal Code,- vyheiher involvhiR

9.25.020 Dermitions -- A -- E.

As used in this chapter, except where a different meaning is plainly apparent from the

co"I'ext, the tollowing dcdnitions apply:

A. "Abandon" means the act of leaving an animal:

2. In a sitLiation -vlflere the conditions present an immediate, direct, and serious threat to the

.

Without food, water, or care for twenty-four (24) hours or more; or

life, safety, or healt"11 of the animal.

quaraiitine, scizare or A11POUI-Idnicin ofaninials.

pt,q)osc of aiding M the e ii -foreeii-ic at of aiiv ordiiiance, or relating to the licensing control,ID

Anitnal Coiitrol sectloii of the Departmciit or appointed by the Director for the
~

"Alter" means to permane tit] y render an animal incapable of reproduction.

C. "Animal" meaus miy living rioiihatiiannaaiiiinal, bird, reptile, or amphibian.

D. "Animal Comrol Officer" means any person who is employed with the ((Seattle

iiot-Mclude-aii anigiat oii p,,op_,_-rty other thaii the aidriiall"s o,,,~ner with the permission of a lawful

E. "At large" mea~iis a dog or other aiiinial i.-nside The City of Seattle, off the premises of
the owner, aiid not undler coiitroi by a 'cash of'ci,-Jit (8.) I`cef in length or shorter. "At lame" does

OCCLIpaiit of fl,~atr)ropertv.

F. "City" means The City of Seattle.

G. "Dangerous animal" means any anli-rial 1,effflRg to ine+eeero-&amp; Bi3i

I
J, ~-_,(1) TlJA LILIPM~,2ked, ((has)) severe injury on or kills ahomari being or

dornesticaniiiial(kwithol l~~-~-a~-))-oil!Llblicorpnvateproperty((5))~

conVicted of a crMic qiide,~ 121A.06.060 of the Seattle Mt!-riicipd Code and whose ovyrier is found to

_~Vho.scowr i.-Mer has been previ.oLisly .476tind to ((be-petentic

__S~",)) have C0,111111itted a civil violation of 9.25.084-G-or has been

6-~~
h+Hiiai +s-o_ Y-dt-~i+ violation of eit'ller 9.25.084G or 12A.06.060 of the Se-attle-Mur'cip
Code with resocct to the behavior of that saq-te inimal;

. . ....... .

It k ~- 1 r_7

,he saiiie or-a d'
---- I I I

ifferent myiier, ,,,,fiose owiie- is f6wid, to 1have conimitted a violation of

9.25.084G or 12A.06,060 of the Seattle Nluriicioal Code-, or



(4) Whose owner has receivcd Jtcr October 11, 2002 any written notification thai 'the

nimal emza,~zes 'm behavior that in violation of either 9-.084G or 12A.06.060 of the Seattle. . ... . . . ........

laws of anv otl-ier city, cmuity or state a(-jericv withiji or outside of the State of NNIashinoton, which

rg.eaded sub-se-qucrit to such i,,ot'ffication, or Das rece'ved a silpit yritten notificatim,, ~,mu,Jai N cr the

-p ~),cr Lis tin jer
~ n ~nmvisioii 11

aiiin--,all is pqtei,,tially-~I; 0 C, -1 ~, flended orth
-

of tl-'s chapLer 9.25 ll~uthas-been ar,

I'vLunicip I Code.

The breed of a dogsbaU-not be consiLer-ed

under this section.
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AN ORDINANCE relatinor to Seattle's Animal Control Code; creating a civil infraction for poss/ession of a

potentia dan gerous animal; amending the definition of "dangerous animal" to inwrporate reference to

thc tiev,, ci-vll defining "unprovoked;" providing forimplanting amicroc/hip intoand

whose owners have been found to have committed the new civil infraction;

chap, F
i i-i H i e cle fi~i il~ on of "Animal Control Officer" to conform to the curr.~n~ organization of the

Departi,~--~mi or ['~xccutive Administration; providing forremoval of certai~ dangerous animals to another

Junsdic-10,1: r)w0ding, for penalties for possessing in the City of Sea e an animal that has been ordered

rcniovec;: a-,ii en.ding Chapter 9.25 of the Seattle Municipal Cod a ending Section 12A.06.060 ofe amd ary

the SeattJc.M;,;u1cipal Code which defines negligent control of a animal.

Section 1. Section 9.25.020 of the Seattle Municipal 06( is amended as follows:

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOW

9.25.020 Definitions -- A -- E.

.

As used in this chapter, except where a diffeXent meaning is plainly apparent from the context, the

following definitions apply:

A. "Abandon" means the act of animal:

1. Without food, water, or care fg/twenty-four (24) hours or more; or

2. In a situation where the coyiditions present an immediate, direct, and serious threat to the life, safety,'or

health of the animal.

B. "Alter" means to pe anently render an animal incapable of reproduction.

C. "Animal" means ny living -nonhuman mammal, bird, reptile, or amphibian.

ol OfficD. "Animal Co

Z
er" means any person who is employed with the

( Seatde Dii4sien-e4)) Animal

Control secfion of thc Dlnpartment or appoinied by the Director for the purpose of aiding in the enforcement of

any ordiTiaDee, or rciaving to the licensing contrul, quarantine, seizure or impoundment of animals.

E~ "At 11arie" means a dog or other animal inside The City of Seattle, off the premises of the owner, and

not under conb-ol/)y a leash of eigl-a (8) feet in length or shorter. "At large" does not include an animal on

property other jj~an die anima-l's owner with the permission of a lawful occupant ofthat propegy.

ty" means The City of Seattle.

G I

.

'

~'angerous

animal" means any animal

(1) 1 hat, when gl2provoke
, ((has)) inflicts((ed)) severe injury on or kills a human being or domestic

aniny, ffioul-pfevaeatien))-on public or private property((3))~

I
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ci; -,er 9.25.084G or 12A.06.060 of the Se-Afle Municipal Code.

LI) e fl~an s s ri e--TI-,at, under c`rcumstances oth r . a de c bed in subse tion GQ above ha ~een the subject of

qnc, ormore finchngs fliat it.; owner has coiiimitted a civil violation of 9.25.084G or has b en convicted of a crime

under -12A
~
0 6,0 6 0 o f t h e S cat fli e NI -,i i i j Co de, whether involving the same our aq ddiff ent owner, whose owner

is f6ig-.11d.-to -qq,,,,c c ommi fted
~-~ violation o [e, flier 9.25 .084G or 12A.06.060 of the Se JeMunicii)al Code;

(4) Whose owner has received after October 31, 2002 gny written not' cation that the animal is

Rg~qnf i ol dangerous under -

chapter 9.25 that has been in rgpealed subsequent to---.ended or

no-Lil-i-.,--cmion. or has received a simila.1- `t~cji notification under the la~vs of An-----
-- -y..other cily, coji~n or state

ag~ji y -ovithin or outside of Lbc State n -v~,Iiich animal enpZgeC~'11It- -s in behavior that is in violation of

or 12A.06.060 of the SeattLIe
Municip.,,j] Codewitli respect to t,"qe beliavior of that same animal,

aggfessiveiy bites -- f)) violation o eiLh6r 9.25.084G

~ ~,)) !,,~ivc committed a C4vil y4olation of 9,25.084G or has been-convicted of a crim der
12A.06.060 of 11ie Seattle NI~,-micirql Code anO,,vhose owner is found to bave committed a ((A4iie.

C2~(((-3))) Whose ovmer has been previously found to ((

The breed of a dog shall not be considered in ~I~y..dctep)~tmation whether a dog is a "dangerous animal"
I

under this section.

H. "Director" means the Director of Executive Administration of The City of Seattle or his/her

authorized representative.

1. "Department" means the Department f
I

xecutive Administration of The City of Seattle.
0~`E

J. "Disposed of in a humane manner"'means cuthanized by a lethal dose of sodium pentobarbital or its'

equivalent.

K. "Detain" means to place an a)~imal in custody.

L. "Domestic Animal"
mea79"an

animal that is livestock, a companion animal, or both.

1. "Livestock" means an~species of animal commonly used by inhabitants of Washington State for food,

tiber, or draft purposes.

2. "Companion aniryal" means any species of animal commonly kept by inhabitants of Washington State
as a pet or for companions p, except that snakes exceeding eight (8) feet in length, venomous reptiles (regardless
of whether the venom gla~ s have been removed), and venomous amphibians (regardless of whether the venom
glands have been

remov6d) are not domestic animals, even if such animals are commonly kept by inhabitants of

Wash-iigton State pets,6r for companionship.

IM. "Exotic~nimal" means any species of animal that is both: (1) not a domestic animal, and (2) capable
of killing or seriou~ly injuring a human being. Subject to the preceding sentence, the definition of "exotic animal"
contained in this section includes but is not limited to:

1. All
'

imals of the order Primates (as primates) except humans;

2. Al animals of the family Canidae (as dogs, wolves, I ackals, or foxes) and their hybrid, except for the
domestic dog T
C

a
n
is

familiaris;

[ an
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hybrid, except for the domestic cat Felis catus;

3. All animals of the family Feiidae (as lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, cougars, or cheetahnd their

6. All animals of the order Crocodylia (as alligators, crocodiles, gavials, plcaimans);

4. All animals of the family Ursidae (as bears);

5. All animals of the family Hyaenidae (as hyenas);

pigs, UI siIUp);

8. All animals of the order Perissodactyla (as horses, rhinoces, or tapirs);

All animals of the order Artiodactyla (as camels, cattle,,4er, giraffes, goats, hippopotamuses, llamas,

7. All animals of the family Elephantidae (as elephants);

glands have been removed), and all snakes that are eight) feet or more in length. ({

"Exotic animal" also includes all venomous reptileynd amphibians, (regardless of whether the venom

9.25.023 Definitions -- P T.

Section 2. Section 9.25.023 of the Seattle)1unicipal Code is amended as follows:

As used in this chapter, except v'ere a different meaning is plainly apparent from the context, the

iouowrng cietmrnons apply:

careless, inadvertent or negligent,

A. 'Permit" means
human/onduct

in relation to an owned animal which is intentional, deliberate,

B. "Potbelly pig" mehs that type of swine commonly known as the Vietnamese, Chinese, or Asian

Potbelly Pig (Sus scrofa bittItus),

((

that o -a

e-a#aek-er--ay anjtha] vith a

ef-ethec-we-to-thrj.uen

C((D))/'Secure animal shelter' means an animal shelter that agrees to accept an animal and that agrees
to the

followiy'g
conditions:

otto release the animal from the shelter for the rest of the animal's natural life;

2/
Not to allow the animal to come into contact with the general public for the rest of the animal's natural
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claims, demands, damages, liabilities, causes, suits or action of any kind or nature whatsoever relative to bast or

!((4)). To indemnify and hold the City harmless from any and all future liability including ar an "all

luture care and custody ot the animal and to the animal's future behavior;

40)). To notify the City if the shelter goes out of business or can no longer keep the aniffi~al and to abide

by the City s disposition instructions.

P((L-)), "Service dog" means a dog that is trained for the purposes of assistina oy/accommodatinLy a

aisawea person's sensory, mental, or physical disability.

L((F-)). "Severe injury" means any physical injury that results in broken ones ordisfi2urinu lacerations

Section 3. Section 9.25.024 of the Seattle Municipa

9.25.024 Definitions -- U -- Z.

(((Re&amp;eFve4.))

property of another person without the

A. !~Ulurovoked" means fliat an animal is/fiot 11rovoked." An animal is "provoked" if the animal was

13

14

15

16

17

18

19 H

requiring multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery. It also means transmittal of a:.
~

i

fectious or contagious disease by
an animal.

E((G)). "Trespassing" means any animal which enters upon
authorization of the lawful occupant.

-)nclude that the animal was def'endm- self, its owner or an immediate family member of its owner o

being LA ysically abused or hurt at L11 --_time O't'the/incident. An animal also is "provoked" if a reasonable person

aijutha:-per~on within its immcc-iqt,--,,
icinjtx,

6-omjin actual assault or was defending real vropWy belonging to its

6 years oid.

ow ner or ari. ', i, 1,n ediate familyiTil-, I -~,Pwiuber if~ ovNt~,cr from a crime being committed on the owner's pr2perly at that
time, -A.,-. an io!-ial is not "Provoked- if iii alleged to have provoked the animal and the victim is less tha

Section 4. Section 9.25.03 'of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.030 Authority of e Director.

A. The Director is a t orized to:

Code;

I
-

Make rules fo e interpretation and implementation of this chapter, pursuant to the Administrative

11

2. Accept thX surrender of animals to the City Animal Shelter;

20

21

22

23

3.
PermiOr deny adoption from the City Animal Shelter of animals that have been surrendered to the

City, or which are stray or under detainment and unclaimed after the expiration of a holding period;

4. Dir~ct immediate humane disposal of. (a) any exotic animal when alternatives, such as placing th
animal in a ?~go or outside of the City, have been exhausted, (b) any animal surrendered to the City for humane

a im nvolv h I

disposal, (clany animal

detFin
deb

th

ewa

tle

Munizpal

c
o
r~ aw to be a nuisance, (d)

ny ed ina n a co vroc edingm hich t eo nerp d be guilty of owning a
nuisance dangerous anm I or in which the owner pled guilty or of negligent control of

e t

24
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an animal, (e) any animal unclaimed after the expiration of a holding period, (f) any animal determined e
Director to be dangerous pursuant to SMC Section 9.25.035, (g) animal found in the City of SegId

~,~4
qny _g afte

removal pursuant to SMQ 9.25.035A U3.

5. Detain animals found to be unlicensed, or abandoned, or at large, or in inhumane cowditions, or to be a

nuisance, or to be exotic or dangerous, or otherwise found to be in a circumstance violative ) t is chapter or anyP/h
other provision or law;

6. Collect cats, dogs and other animals found dead on the public areas of theylity, or from private

property on request of the occupant of the property, and to bury, cremate, or arrang~/for the disposal of such

animal;

8. Grant, renew, suspend, revoke, or deny licenses according~6 the terms of this chapter;

- V ~ %, c pa o e,.tne uding past-due ices and pe-naines;

7. Appoint agents for the collection of pig, dog and cat license
fees'p1d

other fees established by Chapter
Q Irl -F+k Q ~++l A4-~ 4 1 C, A 1

9. Administer the City Animal Shelter;

11. Charge and collect fees for the services auth 'zed by this chapter, as established by Seattle'zed

Or il
"~e~Municipal Code Chapter 9,26, known as the "Animall F e Ordinance," as now existing or hereafter amended,

10. Administer the City Spay and Neuter Clinic and rogram;

revised or re-enacted;

12. Reduce fees for the adoption or redeAption of any animal, when, in the discretion of the Director,
such a reduction is in the best interests of the aXimal;

13. Appoint persons experienced
'

the humane trapping of animals to set and bait a trap or use otherI

devices that do -not physically harm an

/a
m

a
l

trapped, when, in the judgment of the Director, such action will.

rotect the libb, f-- 'k-41, -C-4- -A
V F P

irector by rule;

14. Implant a microchip for ldentifica into animals leaving the shelter through adoption,
((oF)) redemption or release to other Jgrisdiction pursuant to 9.25.035; or whose owners have been found to

b,-.vecoir..i-~ijtledaviolatior!of
-c

onv: cted of a crime under 12A.06.060 of the Seattle

Mu~qicjpal Code

P

15. jEhoto a h f ridentiffication mi~, 'IT,

.

released to another jurisdiction pursuant to 9.25.035
o imals.

or whose owners have b en found to liave coniiiil-ed a violation of 9.25.084G or has been convicted of a crime
t i S,

--nicilla'
Code.under 12A.06.060 of t S-cattle M,.

I

16((4-5)),
D~'Cct

disposition of exotic animals, including but not limited to transfer to a zoological. garden,
((of)) herpetarium or other jurisdiction so.long as the requirements of 9.25.035 E are met;

17((476))~ Refund fees for overpayment or services not provided;

-LW44. Detain an animal that is the subject of any violation of law, or whose owner is accused of
violating anyfaw relating to that animal, and collect from the owner all costs of detainment, care, feeding, and
disposition;

5
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D. The Director is authorized to enforce Seattle Municipal Code Sections 18.12.080,,,68.12.100 and

B. The Director shall keep records of the handling and licensure of animals in the City.

C. Nothing prohibits the Police Department from enforcing provisions of this chapter.

epartment of Public ealth may establish by rule.

Code Section 10.72.020, subject to such restriction or qualification as the Director of
,ffie Seattle-King County

in this chapter.

j.9((4-9)). Direct disposition of dangerous animals to a secured animal shelter or otherwise as provided

18.12.110 as authorized by the Superintendent of Parks and Recreation by rule.

E. The Director is authorized to enforce Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.12 agid' Seattle Municipal

16

17

18

I

(I )II-ii.iniarte disposa; of the animal; ((or)) (2) that the animal b sent at the owner's expense to a secure animal

)~ ~-Irem~ -shcIter--( oved from the City.and maintained at all t' es in compliance with RCW Chal3ter 16.08. The

Section 5. Section 9.25.035 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amende as follows:

SMC 9.25.035 Declaration that an animal is dangerous -- Dis osition -- Right to meeting.

A. The Director, upon the petition of any person, or at his or er own discretion, may conduct an

investigation, and if the findings of the investigation so indicate h h ay declare an animal to be dangerous.
1,,

ors em
11'a dor.-Ies~lc animal is found to be dangerous, the Director shall

I~
te

r
an order so stating and shall direct either:

I

iowner is responsible tbr paying all fees owed to IF.e City the care of the animal.

service of the notice, or, if sent by certified inqfl, within twenty (20) days after the date of delivery as shown on
the returned receipt. In addition, the notice sKill inform the owner that he or she will be provided an opportunity

disposibo:-., of the animal, the authority for the pr%/Clsed action, and that the Director will make a final

determination after the expiration of twenty (20)/days following

B. Before declaring an animal to be dangerou or directing the disposition of the animal, the Director
shal 1

notify the owner in writing of the reasons vvhy A e, animal is believed to be dangerous, the DrODOsed

to meet with the Director, at which meetin

as to why the animal should not be deel

sent to a secure animal shelter instead

locatiori of the meeting, which will q
notice. 'I -h- e noace shall be sent by
owner at

fl
n
, c owner's last address

he owner may give, orally or in writing, any reasons or information
/ed to be dangerous, or why the Director should direct that the animal be

T directing humane disposal. The notice shall state the date, time and

cur prior to the expiration of twenty (20) days following delivery of the

gular and certified mail, return receipt requested, or delivered m' person to the

own to the Director.

C. The Director will onsider directing that an animal be sent to a secure animal shelter only upon
request of the owner. The o er shall bear the burden to establish that an animal shelter is available that meets the

O
te

'

ir

criteria for a secure

a
n
im

m
:a

a
~

shelter, that the shelter will accept the animal, and that the owner is willing and able to

pay all expenses for tra porting the animal.

D. In the ev

declaration and dir(

the action, a brief

signature. A cop,

return receipt r)

the Director finds an animal to be dangerous and directs disposition of the animal, the
tive shall be in writing in the form of an order, and shall include a recital of the authority for

d concise statement of the facts that supports the disposition, and contain the Director's

of the order, including notice of the right to appeal, shall be sent by regular and certified mail,
I

quested, or delivered in person to the owner.
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E. Prior to releasing an animal for removal from Seattle joursuant to SMQ 9.25.035A(3) the Director shall

reouire i 1) proof that all conditions required Chapter 16.08 RCW and all other conditions required by statw1or

2 H
loca I

law for nqaj Faaining a (Jangerous animal have beeI-. met; (2) proof that the animal control authoritan the
,

1

juFi~~dlctlon.to Which the ariinia] is beiriq mwcd has bee-.-t informed of the relocation; (3) proof that tbeanimal

3
ColltfOl MfthOlj[~\; il I 01C ~,'Urjsidictioii to whicb thc--inimalis being moved has consented to the relocafion; (4)

agrQ..-iii,.mi by 1he aii I owtierio jnd,-innjfv~i-~d ho"d the Qijyharmless from any, and all futuW liabilitv

aijyaidall claims, depiands. dal-iria-es, IiiI

4
hilki s, causes, suits or action of any kin"r nature

i wl`.-ialtsoever relative to past or faturc carc ajid cListody of the animal and to the animal's futup~belinvior_

11

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Section 6. Section 9.25.083 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as
follo/&amp;S:

9.25.083 Owning dangerous ((v4eiotts)) animals prohibited -- Except!,

A. It is unlawful to own a dangerous animal (other than a licensed g)xard or attack dog) with knowledge

that the animal is dangerous, or with reckless disregard of the fact that theXhimal is dangerous.

Cijyof Seattle p1gsuant to SMC 9.25.035,

B. It is unlawful to possess within the City of Seattle Any am~dql that has been ordered removed from the

An animal whose owner is convicted of or pleads guilty to violating this section shall be

humanely destroyed.

Section 7. Section 9.25.084 of the Seattle Munichal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.084 Offenses relating to control.

It is unlawful for the owner to:

A. Permit any animal, except cats a

is not a violation of this subsection to have

an off-leash area provided that the requir~

B. Permit any cat, dog, potb

while school is in session or during

permit aii animal to enter on to a

properly any feces the anima

taking p lace if the animal is on

pigeons, to be at large or trespass upon the property of another. It

dog off-leash in an area designated pursuant to Section 18.12.080 as

ents of Section 18.12,080 B are met;

Ry pig or other animal to enter any public fountain or any school ground
fter-school activities. It is not a violation of this subsection for an owner to

school ground when school is not in session and no after-school activities are

Keash and the owner has in his or her immediate possession a device to remove

ay deposit on school grounds;

C. Fail to confin~/any female cat or dog that is in estrus ("heat") in a secure enclosure so that the female

cat or dog cannot come -

contact with a male unless the male is admitted by the

owner of the female,

;i
1
ti
ll
-

the consent of the owners of both the male and female animals;

D. Perrmit"ny animal:

1. To ;mage
public property or the private property of another, or

2. bark, whine, howl, or otherwise vocalize in violation of Chapter 25.08 of the Seattle Municipal
0Code (Noiirdinance

106360) or its successor ordinance, or

I

To spread or spill garbage;

24



TC:JJ

4130/2003

Animal 7

(Ver. 16)

E. Have in his/her possession any animal not owned by him/her without the knowledge of the owner,

unless he/she notifies the Director of such possession within twenty-four (24) hours; or to fail to surrender such

animal to the Director upon demand;

F. Tether an animal in such a manner as to permit the animal to enter any sidewalk street, alley or place

open to the public, or to enter any adjacent lot or premises unless authorized by the occupant of the adjacent

premises.

G. Permit qny animal when jm~royoked on public or Drivate property to:

I Bite a human being causing less than severe idjury as defined in 9.25.023E of the Seattle Municipal
Code or bite a domestic qnin-ial;

2. Chase or qppLoach a hiiinaii. on property other than that of the animal's owner, in a.menacing fashion

or Apparent attitude of atiack, which ii,,chides but is not I

,

imited to my one or mo/re of the following behaviors:

snarling, baring teeth, mi-o~%Jjqg_snappin , oigcing, lunging, attacking. or 4ftem tig,_1L _p ing to bite.

The breed of a dog shall not be considered to be evidence of viAation of this section,

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Section 6. Section 9.25.090 of the Seattle Municipal C

SMC 9.25.090 Detainment and disposal.

A. No detained animal shall be released to the o*er until all applicable fees are paid and licenses obtained

except as otherwise provided in this chapter.

B. The Director shall ascertai whether an~ detained
i

I is currently licensed, and, if so, shall notify thein y anima

licensee by letter or by telephone that such ailini,al has been detained and may be

redeemed upon payment of any applicable fees/

C. Anyone claiming a detained,,

owner to claim the animal, to the satisfa

D. Notwithstanding any o

owner cqn:x)~bc located, need no

any time at iihe -d!scretion of the

mal must prove ownership or provide written authorization from the

on of the Director before redeeming the animal.

r provision of this chapter, injured or diseased animals,.in cases where the

e detained for the holding period, but may be disposed of in a humane manner at

irector,f in~,areasonable.atteMpt to locate the owner of the i1ijured animal. If

the cw,'ner is id~~atifiablc fl'..e Wector must coljj~tct -1110 ,,,qer and give the owner the gption of transferring the animal
to a-yetel-, c, arian for iminedia: treatment.

E. Any animal w irec,Jfich
is detained by the D i

tor may be held at the City Animal Shelter or other place

appropriate for the anmigl. The Director shall post a notice of detainment at the City Animal Shelter, and shall attempt
to determin rsh] imal. If, after the expiration of a holding period, no owner has claimed the animal, the

e1

0 er

D ir ec tor sh a ~
I

aruth
ot

a0d option' or di spo s e o f the ar.ii mal in a human e inann er.

F. A ke el fee for every twenty-four (24) hour period or part thereof, commencing at the close of business

I I

on the day the a 71 is detained, shall be charged to the owner or other authorized person claiming the animal for the

care and feedin of the animal.

8

I
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G. The Director of Public Health may direct the detention of animals suspected of having rabies. These

animals shall be held until their release is approved by the Director of Public Health, and all applicable fees are paid.

Section 7, Section 9.25.100 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SNIC 9.25.100 Penalty clause.

(365) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

I ~..
Munic pol Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted ereof may be punished by a fine of

ore0~mffi

'of

not Dio, e t1han Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) or by imprisonment for n ore than three hundred sixty-five

A. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.053, 9.25.054, 9.25.083 A. and 9.25.085
'

of this chapter

constitutes a crin-Le sul~_ject to the provisions of Sections 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.020 of the, Seattle Municipal

Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by a fine of not more

than Five Hundred Dollars ($500) or by imprisonment for no more than one hundred eighty (180) days, or by both

such fine and imprisonment. /
/

B. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.081 %((ai+d)) 9.25.0811 d 9.25.083 B of this chapter

constitutes a gross misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Section 12A.02.0 and 12A.02.020 of the Seattle

C. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25 08 A 9.25. 1 C, 9.25.081 D, 9.25.081 E, 9.25,081 F,
1 (1

i

-
~

I-

:

9.25.081 G, 925.081 H, 9.25.081 J and 9.25.081 K o th s r constitutes a misdemeanor subject to the

provisions of Sections 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.20 of the Seat e Municipal Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended)
and any person convicted thereof maybe punis'.-ed by a fin of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) or

12

13

14

5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

by imprisonment for no more than ninety (90) days, or b oth such fine and imprisonment.

D. Conduct made unlawful by any other seq)fon of this chapter is a violation and any person found to

have committed a violation may be punished by a Xvil fine or forfeiture of not more than Five Hundred Dollars

($~00), but a finding that a violation was cornplitted shall not give rise to any disability or legal disadvantage

based o-n tl'-ic con victian of a criminal offense. 4ailufe to have obtained, prior- to November- 1, 2000, a dog, eat,

pot
.

..... s fequifed by Seet4oiiq 4~25,050, 9,25.051 aiid 9.25.052 shall sRII~eet the evvRer to the

oiNzil ~Fe ot: establishe4 in tbis

ii~,,Tesed of the anifnal, the oA%er- notifies t-hee ofthe

D'sposition of v.,_o.Iatio!-,S/W,_,der this chapter shall be governedby the procedures for disposition of

traf* Fic in "ractions under Seattle M~~.-.n
Z.

Wipal Code Chapter 11.31.

E. In addition, the court
Ylay

order the revocation or denial of any guard Or attack dog license and any cat

or dog license of or to any pers~h
convicted of a crime under this chapter for a period not to exceed one (1) year.

F. Any person who~6 guard or attack dog's license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall surrender all

said guard,6r attack dogs to the Director to be disposed of in a humane manner.

G. Any person/~vhose cat or dog's license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall surrender all ((efhis-ef

hef))said cats and dog~to the Director.

Section 8. ~ection 12A.06.060 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SMC 12A.06.060 Negligent control of an animal.

A. A ~erson is guilty of negligent control of an animal if he or she has possession, custody or control of

because of the person's negligence, inflicts bodilyinjury on or kills another

24
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10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

person or another animal.

B. "Negligence" includes, but is not limited to, failure to comply with or violation of any provisio
Section 9.25.083 or Section 9.25.084.

Section 9. This ordinance shall take effeet and be in force thirty (30) days from and

a~ffttits

approval by

the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after presen tion, it shall take

C. Negligent control of an animal is a gross misdemeanor.

Passed by the City Council the _ day of_, 2003, and signed 9~ me in open session in

effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

authentication of its passage this _ day of_, 2003.

Approved by me this _ day of
_

i

Filed by me this_ day of
..... Z 2003.

City Clerk

(Seal)

10



STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
--ss.

160511 No. ORDINANCE IN FULL
City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12'h day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily

Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.
The annexed notice, a

CTOT: 121178 ORD IN FULL

was published on

7/11/2003

'&amp;Ea-

7/11/2003

Notary public for the State of Washington,

residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication



onerjc~

I

P,Y$te

pf?d'- er. Uellevue
'"C"',Y WA

'

~r('409

peop.
1,f"

9$0,~_q
wotl~

st,IV,
0.-

t o~
21

sectic",

low,
20 lst)d Wa 40 9

IP 26 41.

Final)
s

~bw?, 8053, Ip

Info
'A

Loj

At.
at 000 e

pill,
.8,

4"
-9 Info. 01,v

I

Tax# udi..
a

1 lot.

qq 42-- -

Senor,-,.
"0

ee.
Not,

2,)

t
,

W1,

I 4
a

P,.?p

"p,01 ss
-

b62
I

$~Jze
-3

nt,
C,00

re 1 '4

'960,34- .._,)O~

.

44
6
"arrje, P.

I
p

ale A,

Q,o
I

,

st

Aup.

Cf2~
~tOi

4,2

an.~,b to"
fhA

,

Its.
le"4area CIS

1,0 ~~ U"
G.~

,

solal:

1-08 '(-)02859

#
ttpc~

City of
clal

at, $ '"J"
A;)j

iax#

cl
"ry D r)

Pj, t jrEaI V,
e4a

sank

t,t1pn;
UOAO,~-7,1,, '.close

Off"6T11F
th,

Sale,

-4,29

toph

ep,

Piro

U, "On,
,

VV4A
11#6, p"',

p" Ce

lat
jnr

1 1"13

A
Ot"),

f,~6 k

24t'

;DQ

.Nftl

v

14

sec.nnd

'0alcon

~f
I- 8,eole

bath, 6ui;~


