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AN ORDENTANCE relating to wastewater services of Seattle Public Utilities; amending Seattle

Municipal Code Section 21.28.040 to adjust wastewater rates; and amending Seattle

Municipal Code Section 21.76.040 to adjust credits to low-income wastewater customers.

WHEREAS, the rates for wastewater services were last increased on January 1, 2002; and

WHEREAS, the installation of additional wastewater facilities has resulted in increased annual
wastewater expenses for debt service and operations; and

WHEREAS, Seattle Public Utilities has completed a rate study that shows existing rates will not

provide sufficient revenues to pay the costs of providing wastewater services; and

WHEREAS, a wastewater rate increase is required to pay the costs of providing wastewater

services; and

WHEREAS, credits for qualified low-income customers need to be revised when the wastewater
rates change; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Paragraph I of Subsection B of Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.28.040 is

amended as follows:

21.28.040 Wastewater volume charge.
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tHH(Iffig ff- 1- 1 1+,I~+-,
) Effective January 1, 2002, the

wastewater volume rate shall be Five Dollars and Nineteen Cents ($5.19) per CCF for all

premises except master-metered premises within an eligible project (as defined by Seattle

Municipal Code Section 21.04.280) that has received funding from Seattle Public Utilities for

sewer improvements. ((Effeetive jaffuaFy 1, 2001, the ~A,astewatefNoktnie+ate-,ha44ie-Sev-en

Effective January 1,

2002, the wastewater volume rate shall be Eight Dollars and Fifty-three Cents ($8,53)(Note 1)

per CCF for premises that are mastered-metered for water and located within an eligible project

(as defined by Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.04.280) that has received funding from Seattle

Public Utilities for public infrastructure (as defined by Seattle Municipal Code Section

21.04.280) for sewer purposes. Effective Januga 1, 2003, master metered premises within an

gligible project (as defined in Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.04.280) that has received

funding from Seattle Public Utilities for sewer im-Drovements under Seattle MUniciDal Code
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Section 21.16.270.B shall pgy wastewater volume rates in accordance with the fbllg~y~in

schedule:

Effective Date ..Rate per CCF

JanuM 1,2003 $8.87

Effective JanuM 1, 2003.,. all other premises shall pgy wastewater volume rates in accordance

with the following schedule:

Effective Date Rate per CCF

JanuM 1, 2003 $5.53

Section 2. Paragraph I of Subsection A of Seattle Municipal Code 21.76.040 is amended

as follows:

21.76.40 Utility low income rate assistance.

A. Drainage, Wastewater, and Water.
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1. Wastewater. Eligible recipients billed directly by Seattle Public Utilities for

wastewater services and residing in single-family dwellings shall receive a credit equal to 0.5

times the current billing. Eligible recipients not billed directly by Seattle Public Utilities for

wastewater services shall receive the following credits based on dwelling type:

UM11 2f~ft')

Single family-and-du 4ex- $13 47 th -7 ---p
- per men $15.5

I r - ~ M~0 1B, dh

7.79 pef

Effective Date Single-family and dgplex Multifamily dwelling

Januarv I
~

2002 $15.57 per month $7.79 per month

JanuLry 1, 2003

_
$16.5S..per month $8.29 per month

Section 3. The provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and severable.

If any one or more of the provisions of this ordinance shall be declared by any court of competent

jurisdiction to be contrary to law, then such provision or provisions shall be null and void and
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severed from the rest of this ordinance, and all other provisions of this ordinance shall remain

valid and enforceable.

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and

after its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10)

days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the W-"' day of
.2,,e

2002, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this day of D,, oey~~, 2002.

President of the City Council

Qrkg6i~-A, Ni e-kels, Mayor

Filed by me this C,,'n "day of u-6,72Q02.
11

Seal)
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Fisgal Note

Department:

Seattle Public Utilities

Contact Person/Phone:

Leanne Galati 684-0455

DOF Analyst/Phone:

Cameron Keyes 684-8048

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to wastewater services of Seattle Public Utilities;

amending Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.28.040 to adjust wastewater rates; and amending
Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.76.040 to adjust credits to low-income wastewater customers.

Summary of the Legislation: This ordinance raises sewer rates in two steps on January 1, 2003

and January 1, 2004.

Background (Include justification for the legislation and funding history, if applicable):

Recent and plarmed investments in sewer infrastructure have increased the annual cost of

providing sewer services. These rate increases are required to pay this additional cost. Seattle's

sewer utility pays King County to treat Seattle's wastewater. King County plans to increase its

wastewater treatment rates next in 2005. If King County increases its rates before 2005, an

additional Seattle sewer rate increase will be necessary.

Public Private Partnership Review Status:

N/A

Is the legislation subject to public hearing requirements?
No.

Fiscal Sustainability Issues (related to grant awards):
N/A



Estimated Expenditure Impacts:

FUND (List 4 and/or Account) 2002 2003 2004

_Drainage atid Waste~vater Fund $0 $0 $0

TOTA-L
I

I I I

One-time $

Estimated Revenue Impacts:

On-going $

FUND (List ff atid/or Account) 2002 2003 2004

Drainaue and Wastewatey Fund- ----------- -------------------

$0 $7'S5~;'000 $15,269,000

TOTAL $0 $7,855,000 $15,269,000

One-time $

Estimated FTE Impacts:

On-going $ $15,269,000

F 11-ND (List # and/or Account) 2002 2003 2004

Draiiia-e awl 'A'astewater Fund 0 0 0

TOTAL

# Full Time # Part Time # TES

Do positions sunset in the future? If yes, identify sunset date?

N/A

Other Issues (including long-term implications of the legislation):



City of Seattle

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Office of the Mayor

September 23, 2002

Honorable Peter Steinbrueck

President

Seattle City Council

Municipal Building, I Ib Floor

Dear Council President Steinbrueek:

The attached ordinance increases the rate for sewer service in two steps effective January 1, 2003

and January 1, 2004. These rate micreases are necessary to pay increased costs associated with sewer

infrastructure projects such as the control of overflows at combined sewer outfalls. We pay King

County for the treatment of our wastewater, and King County maintains that it will not increase our

treatment rates until at least 2005. Because so much of our sewer utility budget pays for wastewater

treatment, it is likely that a rate adjustment will be required if King County raises its treatment rates

before 2005.

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. Should you have questions please contact

Leanne Galati at 684-0455.

Sincerely,

GR NICKELS

Mw6iof ~ttle

600 Fourth Avenue, 12'h Floor, Seattle, WA 98104-1873

Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811 Fax: (206) 684-5360, E:mail: mayors.office@ci.seattle.wa.us

An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upoi
~.
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WHEREAS, the
rateNfor wastewater services were last increased on January 1, 2002; and

WHE.REAS, the installadqn of additional wastewater facilities has resulted in increased annual
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)ATHFRFAS, Seattle Public UtiXties has completed a rate study that shows existing rates will not

provide sufficient reven~ s- to pay the costs of providing wastewater services; and

WHEREAS, a wastewater rate
increl~

e is required to pay the costs of providing wastewater

services; and

me customers need to be revised when the wastewaterWHEREAS, credits for qualified low-iac~lr

rates change; NOW, THEREB-WE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEA~TLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Paragraph I of Subsection B of
S6~ttle Municipal Code Section 21.28.040 is

amended as follows:

21.28.040 Wastewater volume charge.

1. ((Effeetive january 1, 2001 t4e wastewatef veleffie rate A~11 be F-euf Dellafs an

e4ible pfqjea (as Elefined in SeaAle Mtmieipal Code Seetion 21.04.280"1 -1-h-1--h-HS Fe6eiVeA
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wastewater vo e rate shall be Five Dollars and Nineteen Cents ($5.19) per CCF for all

prel 1-1 li Ses except~iaster-metered premises within an eligible proj ect (as defined by S eattle

IVIunicipal Code S ~ction 21.04.280) that has received ftmding from Seattle Public Utilities for

se-~ver improvement ((Effeetiv januar-y 1, 201,11, 1w Wastewate volume fate sha4l be Seven

- 0--+, t
17.Q!'% - - -e mastefed metered for wDollars and EigtAy pef GGF f6f pfemises dial ar

d l e t d id i
-14)"We

t d fi d b S ttl M i i l C d S ti 21 04 2SO)an e a e w i n an W (as e ne y ea e thq e pa o e ee en
. .I-ejee

~- 4-
e Publis rveeiWed fifflndthat h "liti f : bli i fw t t i ve A-a _ e es et pu e n r-as fue ufe mpr-e mef s

definedby Seattle - -or- sewef pufpe Effective January I-V,--e Mien 2 .04.290) f

2002,, the wastewater volume r shall be Eight Dollars and Fifty-three Cents ($8.53)(Note 1)
,

per CCF for premises that are mas4red-meteredfor water and located within an eligible proiect

(as defined by Seattle Municipal Cod Section 21.04.280) that has received funding from Seattl(

Public Utilities for public infrastructure
~as

defined by Seattle Municipal Code Section

21J.4.280) for sewer purposes. Efff'ective ~anuarv 1. 2003. master metered premises within

641~blc .
W)'ect (as defined in Se tle Munici' ~Ll Code Section 21.04.280) that has receive

,frorn Seattle Public Utilitie for sewer~imDrovements under Seattle Municipal Cod

Sect] aa 21.16.270.B shall pay wastewate-r volum~xates in accordance with the follc! "in

schedule:

Effective Date Rate per CCF

Januga 1,2003 ~8.87

Januga 1, 2004 $9.14

Effective Janugl:y 1, 2003, all other premises shall 12ay wastewater volume rates in accordance

with the followin2 schedule.
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Effective liate

y 1, 2 3

laouan,_1 2004.

Rate per CCF

S5.53

$5.80

Section 2. Parakyapb I of Subsection A of Seattle Municipal Code 21.76.040 is amended
11~-

21.76.40 Utility low inco* rate assistance.

A. Drainage, Wastewat6T, and Water.

13
11

1. Wastewater. Eligible reci`~,ients billed directly by Seattle Public Utilities for

14

15

wastewater services and residing in
sftl~gle-family dwellings shall receive a credit equal to 0,5

N

times the current billing. Eligible recilpi6'iits not billed directly by Seattle Public Utilities for

16
11

wastewater services shall receive the follAing credits based on dwelling type:

17
I

\1

'0~rp-etiye

19

20 Sing!@ famib, and duplex 13.4
Pe-F ffi0fit

21 N4u!0fa*-,! ly dwelling pe -7.79 Pef

22

23
:

Effoctive Date

24 Januaj3~ 1, 2002

25 JanuaZ~ 1,-2-003

26

27

28

Single -family aAd duplex Multifamily dwellin
.

S 15.5 7 Der rn~nth S7.7912er month

S 16.5 8
12er month S 8.29 12er month
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Januaa 1,2004 S 17.41 per month $8.71 per month
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Section 3. Tfi-q provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and severable.

If any one or more of the of this ordinance shall be declared by any court of

competent jurisdiction to be "contrary to law, then such provision or provisions shall be null and

void and severed from the rest "Of this ordinance, and all other provisions of this ordinance shall

remain valid and enforceable.

Section 4. This ordinance 9tall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and

after its approval by the Mayor, but if ii t approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10)

days after presentation, it shall take effecCas provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the _ day of 2002, and signed by me in

open session in authentication of its passage this day of 2002,

President of the City Council

Approved by me this_ day of_, 200 1"

Gregory J, Nickels Mayor

Filed by me this_ day of 12002.

28

'Seal)

City Clerk



STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
--sS.

152254 No. ORDINANCE IN FULL

City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now

and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12
1h

day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily

Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.

The annexed notice, a

CT:ORDINANCE 120970

was published on

12/3/2002

12/3/2002

Notary public for the State of Washington,

residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication
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