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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to certain dances and dance venues; adding a new chapter to the Seattle

Municipal Code to regulate such dances and dance venues; providing penalties for violations;

establishing a music and youth commission; and repealing Chapter 6.294 ofthe Seattle

Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, Young persons under the age of 18 should have access to the arts, including dances, and

should be able to participate in the cultural life of the City; and

WHEREAS, The problems associated with unregulated dances and dance venues that permit attendance

by young persons under the age of 18, including but not, limited to drug and alcohol use and

abuse of children, are a matter of City concern; and

WHEREAS, Dances and dance venues that permit attendance by young persons under the age of 18

should provide a safe and secure environment for these young patrons; and
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WHEREAS, It is appropriate that dances that permit attendance by young persons under the age of 18,

and the persons who operate such dances, meet certain requirements and qualifications to ensure

a safe and secure environment for these young patrons;,and

WHEREAS, To provide a safe and secure environment for young dance patrons and to prevent their

victimization, it is important that persons who operate dances be free from recent convictions for

crimes that specifically relate to their qualifications to operate such dances, including serious

crimes against persons, certain sexual offenses, certain drug offenses, and certain crimes in

which a minor was the victim;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby repealed.

18

19 Section 2. A new Chapter is added to the Seattle Municipal Code to read as follows:

20 Chapter 6.295

21 ALL-AGES DANCES AND DANCE VENUES

22 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

23 6.295.010 Purpose.

24
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This Chapter is an exercise of police power for the protection of the health, safety and welfare of

those who attend All-Ages Dances, and is not intended to create, establish or designate any particular class

or group of persons who will be especially protected or benefited by its terms.

but not limited to building, land-use, planning, health and fire codes.

6.295.020 Construction of Chapter. The provisions of this Chapter shall be construed liberally to

accomplish its purposes. Nothing in this Chapter modifies, repeals or supersedes any provision of another

ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to All-Ages Dances or All-Ages Dance Venues, including

6.295.030 Chapter Subject to New License Code - Conflict. This Chapter is subject to the general

provisions of the New License Code, Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.202, as those provisions now exist

or may hereafter be modified. However, if there is a conflict between this Chapter and Chapter 6.202, this

Chapter shall govern.

14

15 6.295.040 Definitions. For purposes of this Chapter, the following definitions shall apply:

16 A. "All-Ages Dance" means any public dance at (1) which persons under age eighteen (18)

17 years are allowed or permitted to attend or (2) at which each patron is not required to show valid picture

18 identification, showing that patron's date of birth, as a condition of entry.

19 B. "All-Ages Dance Venue" means any place or premises where an All-Ages Dance is

20 conducted or operated, including but not limited to all hallways, bathrooms and other adjoining areas on the

21 premises accessible to the public during the dance.

22 C. A "concerf' is any event at which live music is played or sung, and at which the primary

23 purpose of the person conducting or operating the event is for patrons to view a musical performance.

24
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A "dance" is any event at which the primary purpose of the person conducting or operating

the event is for patrons to dance as that term is commonly defined. However, a "dance" shall not be defined

to include an event that is a "concert" as that term is defined by this Chapter.

E. "Department" means the Department of Executive Administration of the City of Seattle.

F. "Director" means the Director of the Department of Executive Administration of the City of

Seattle, or his or her designated representative.

G. "Knowingly" shall have the definition set forth in Seattle Municipal Code Section

12A.04.030 B.

H. "On-site manager" is the person present at an All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue

10 who is responsible for the direct operation and oversight of the dance or venue and supervision of other

11 employees or workers.

12 1. "Person" includes any natural person and, in addition, a company, corporation, partnership,

13 governmental entity, non-profit group or unincorporated association.

14 J. "Public dance" means any dance that is readily accessible to the public.

15

16 6.295.050 All-Ages Dance License Required.

17 A. No person shall conduct or operate an All-Ages Dance unless the person who is conducting

18 or operating such dance has obtained a license in accordance with this Chapter. If a fair, festival or other

19 such event includes one or more separate All-Ages Dances, then only one license shall be required pursuant

20 to this Chapter; provided, however, that each such All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue must

21 otherwise separately comply with the requirements of this Chapter.

22 B
.

The requirements of this Chapter shall not apply if the All-Ages Dance admits fewer than

23 two hundred fifty (250) patrons.

24
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C. The requirements of this Chapter shall not apply if the All-Ages Dance is sponsored by an
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accredited educational institution.

6.295.060 License - Duration. Each license issued by the Director under this Chapter shall expire on the

September 30 next following its issuance. A licensee who desires to renew a license previously issued

under this Chapter shall submit a license renewal application on a form to be supplied by the Director.

The license renewal application shall include all information required under SMC 6.295.090.

Information from the licensee's initial licensing application may be incorporated by reference into the

license renewal form to the extent such information is unchanged. If this is done, a copy of the initial

licensing application shall be attached to the licensing renewal form. The renewal form shall contain a

declaration under penalty ofperjury as required by SMC 6.295.090F.

6.295.070 Fees. The fee for a license issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be one hundred twenty dollars

($120). The fee for an initial license obtained after March 30 shall be sixty dollars ($60). Persons who

hold a license issued under former Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code are exempt from paying a

new license application fee under this section.

6.295.080 Authority of Director. The Director is authorized to:

A. Make rules for the interpretation and implementation of this Chapter pursuant to the

Administrative Code; and

B. Grant, deny, suspend or revoke licenses according to the terms of this Chapter; and

C. Collect fees according to the ten-ns of this Chapter.
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11. LICENSING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESS

6.295.090 License Application. The person desiring to conduct or operate an All-Ages Dance shall be

responsible for obtaining a license. The applicant shall complete a license application, which shall include

the following:

A. The name (including any aliases or former names), address, day and evening telephone

numbers and date ofbirth of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, then this information shall

be provided for both the applicant (excepting date of birth) and for the natural person making the

application on behalf of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, the applicant also shall

provide the names (including any aliases or former names), addresses, day and evening telephone numbers

10

11

and dates of birth of the limited partners, partners, owners, and principals of the applicant.

B. A.statement of indemnification consistent with Municipal Code Section 6.295.150.

12 C. A statement from the applicant that any premises on which the applicant will conduct or

13 operate any All-Ages Dance will comply with all laws and other legal requirements, including but not

14 limited to building, land-use, health, planning and fire codes; and a statement that the applicant and any

15 employee or agent thereof will, in the conduct of any All-Ages Dance, comply with all laws and other legal

16

17

requirements, including but not limited to the building, land-use, health, planning and fire codes.

D. A statement that neither the applicant, nor the natural person making the application on

18 behalf of an applicant that is not a natural person, nor any limited partner, partner, owner or principal of an

19 applicant that is not a natural person: (1) is currently the subject of a license suspension or revocation

20 pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160; or (2) has at any time been determined to be a

21 sexually-violent predator pursuant to RCW Ch. 71.09 or equivalent statute; or (3) has been convicted within

22 the ten (10) years preceding the filing of the license application of any crime listed in Subsection C of

23 Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295. 100; or (4) has been convicted within the five (5) years preceding the

24
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I filing of the license application of any crime listed in Subsection D of Seattle Municipal Code Section

2 6.295.100.

3 E. Such other information as the Director requires by rule adopted pursuant to the

4 Administrative Code for the health, safety and welfare of the patrons of All-Ages Dances and All-Ages

5
1

Dance Venues.

A certification or declaration under penalty of pe~ury under the laws of the State of
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Washington that the information and statements in the application are true and correct.

6.295.100 Approval or Denial of License Application - Grounds. A criminal background check

will be required. The Director shall grant a license unless the license applicant, or the natural person

making the application on behalf of an applicant that is not a natural person, or any limited partner, partner,

owner or principal of an applicant that is not a natural person:

A. Is currently the subject of a license suspension or revocation pursuant to Seattle Municipal

Code Section 6.295.160; or

B. Has, at any time, been determined to be a sexually-violent predator pursuant to RCW Ch.

71.09 or equivalent statute; or

C. Has been convicted within the ten (10) years preceding the filing of such application of.

1
. Any sexual crime involving a minor or child as a victim, including but not limited

to: such crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual exploitation of children), or RCW Ch. 9A.44 (sex

offenses), or felony crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution), or such

crimes included within RCW 9.94A.030(37) (sex offenses), or such crimes included within RCW

43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or a crime for which a finding of sexual motivation

has been made pursuant to RCW 9.94A.127, or extortion for sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.1 10; or

24
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2. An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection C, or of

aiding and abetting such crime; or

Has, under circumstances not requiring license denial pursuant to the preceding Subsections

10

I I
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B and C, been convicted within the five (5) years preceding the filing of such application of

I
. Any felony crime involving the unlawful manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing,

distribution, or the possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a drug, legend

drug, or controlled substance, including but not limited to those crimes charged under RCW Ch. 69.41

(legend drugs), RCW Ch. 69.43 (precursor drugs) and RCW Ch. 69.50 (Uniform Controlled Substances

Act; or

2. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010(11), a most serious

offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(27), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(44), or a

felony with a deadly weapon finding or verdict under RCW 9.94A. 125; or

3. Any sexual offense, including but not limited to: a sex offense as defined by RCW

14 9.94A.030(37) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a crime for which a finding of sexual motivation has been made under

15 RCW 9.94A.127, extortion to obtain sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.110, or sexual offenses

16 included within RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or felony crimes charged

17 under RCW Ch. 9A.8 8 (indecent exposure and prostitution); or

18 4. An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection D, or

19, of aiding and abetting such crime.

20

21

22

23

6.295.110 Approval or Denial of License Application - Time Frame. The Director normally shall

approve or deny a license within ten (10) business days of the filing of a complete application under

Municipal Code Sections 6.202.130 and 6.295.090; provided, however, that the Director may take
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reasonable additional time for approval or denial when necessary to conduct a criminal-history

investigation.

6.295.120 License - Limited to Licensee. Any license issued under this Chapter shall apply to a single

licensee, and shall not be transferable to other persons or licensees. The licensee may use such license at

any All-Ages Dance Venue or Venues; provided, however, that such use shall not excuse the licensee or

venue from compliance with any ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to such licensee or venue,

including but not limited to building, land-use, planning, health and fire codes; and provided further that

such use shall not result in an extension of the duration of such license.

6.295.130 Security Personnel. It shall be the obligation of every licensee under this Chapter to insure:

A. That security personnel are employed and in attendance at an All-Ages Dance Venue during and

following each All-Ages Dance, in order to maintain order and ensure compliance with the law.

Specifically, every licensee must provide two (2) persons who have received formal training in crowd

control and event management, plus one (1) additional person so trained for every one hundred (100)

patrons admitted to the All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue in addition to the first two hundred fifty

(250) patrons so admitted.

B. The licensee of any All Ages Dance which is scheduled to continue after 2:00 A.M. shall hire a

minimum of two (2) off-duty Seattle police officers to be in attendance no later than 2:00 A.M. If the

licensee does not make other arrangements to hire off-duty police officers, the licensee shall make a written

request for such off-duty police officers to be employed through Seattle Security not less than five (5)

business days prior to the All Ages Dance. If Seattle Security does not provide written confirmation (by

hard copy, electronic mail or facsimile) within forty-eight (48) hours of receiving the request that the

I
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requested off-duty officers will be available for the dance, the licensee is exempted from the requirement to

provide any additional security from off-duty Seattle police officers after 2:00 A.M.

6.295.135 Access-Peace Officers-Director

All peace officers of the City of Seattle and/or the Director shall have free access to All-Ages Dance

Venues when an All-Ages Dance is being conducted or operated for the purpose of inspection and to

enforce compliance with the provisions of this Chapter.

6.295.140 On-Site Manager.

It -shall be the obligation of every person licensed under this Chapter to insure that at least one on-site

manager is employed and in attendance at an All-Ages Dance Venue during and following each All-Ages

Dance, to be responsible for the direct operation and oversight of the dance and venue and supervision of

other employees or workers.

14

15 6.295.150 Indemnification.

16 The licensee shall indemnify and hold the Cityharmless from any and all losses, claims, actions or damages

17 suffered by any person or persons by reason of or resulting from any negligence of the licensee or its

18 agents, employees, or patrons or on account of any act or omission of the licensee in its exercise of its

19 license or use or occupancy of any premises in connection with such license. In the event any suit or action

20 is brought against the City, the licensee shall, upon notice of the commencement thereof, defend the same,

21 at no cost and expense to the City, and promptly satisfy any final judgment adverse to the City or to the City

22 and the licensee jointly; provided, that in the event the City determines that one (1) or more principles of

23 governmental or public law are involved, the City retains the right to participate in such action. The above

24
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liability shall not be diminished by the fact, if it be a fact, that any such death, injury, damage, loss, cost or

expense may have been, or may be alleged to have been, contributed to by the negligence of the City or its

officers, employees or agents; provided, however, that nothing contained in this section shall be construed

as requiring the licensee to indemnify the City against liability for damages arising out of bodily injury to

persons or damage to property caused by or resulting from the sole negligence of the City, or its officers,

employees or agents.

111. ENFORCEMENT

6.295.160. Suspension or Revocation - Grounds, Duration and Administrative Appeal.

A. A license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be suspended or revoked pursuant to the terms

of this Chapter upon a finding that any one (1) or more of the following violations exist or have occurred:

I
.

The license was procured by fraud or false representation or omission of material

fact in the license application; or

2. The applicant or licensee, or natural person who made the license application on

behalf of the applicant or licensee, or any limited partner, partner, owner or principal of the applicant or

licensee has:

a. Knowingly made any false statement or given any false information in

connection with an application for a license; or

b. Violated any of the provisions of this Chapter or has committed any act

which is a ground for denial of a license issued pursuant to this Chapter; or

3. The licensee, or any employee or agent thereof, has knowingly allowed or

permitted to occur at any All-Ages Dance Venue:

I
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a. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010(l I), a most

serious offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(27), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(44), or

a felony involving the use or display of a deadly weapon ;
or

b. Any felony sexual offense, including but not limited to a sex offense as

defined by RCW 9.94A.030(37) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a felony as defined by RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual

exploitation of minors) or RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution), a felony sexual offense

included under RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or extortion to obtain sexual

favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.1 10; or

C. Any felony sexual offense involving a minor as the victim, or any crime

involving prostitution or promoting prostitution, or indecent exposure; or

d. Any act of solicitation for prostitution; or

e. The unlawful possession of any weapon or firearm; or

4. On three or more occasions during any one-year period, the licensee or any

employee or agent thereof has knowingly allowed or permitted to occur at any All-Ages Dance Venue or

combination of Venues:

a. The unlawful possession, consumption, opening, sale, purchase or supplying

of liquor as defined in RCW 66.04.010(20); or

b. The unlawful possession, manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing,

19 distribution, or the possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a drug, legend

20 drug or controlled substance.

21

1

For purposes of this Subsection A4, the actions or knowledge of an employee or agent of the licensee shall

22 be imputed to the licensee; or

23

24
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5. On three or more occasions during any one-year period, any building, structure or

premises at which the licensee operated or conducted any All-Ages Dance, or any combination of such

buildings, structures or premises, failed to comply with the building, land-use, planning, health or fire

codes.

B. The duration of any suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall be

1
.

A 30-day suspension upon the first violation during any one-year period;

2. A 90-day suspension upon the second such violation;

3. A one-year revocation upon the third such violation;

10 Provided, however, that if a license is suspended or revoked because any person listed in

11 Subsection A 2 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160 has been determined to be a sexually-

12 violent predator, or has been convicted of a crime set forth in Subsections C or D of Seattle Municipal Code

13 Section 6.295.100, then the person against whom such finding or conviction has been entered shall be

14 disqualified from licensing pursuant to this Chapter, or from being an applicant, a limited partner, partner,

15 owner or principal of an applicant, or fi7om making an application on behalf of an applicant under this

16 Chapter, during the relevant periods of disqualification set forth in Subsections B, C or D of Seattle

17
1~

Municipal Code Section 6.295.100; and

18 Provided firrther, that the fourth and subsequent occasions during any one-year period on

19 which the licensee or any employee or agent thereof has knowingly allowed or permitted to occur those

20 activities set forth in Subsection A 4 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, or on which any

21 building, structure or premises of a licensee has failed to comply with the building, land-use, planning

22 health or fire codes as set forth in Subsection A 5 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, each

12
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shall be counted as a separate violation for which a license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be

suspended or revoked.

C. Notice and Administrative Review

I
.

For each occasion on which it is alleged the licensee, or any employee or agent

thereof, has knowingly allowed or permitted those activities set forth in Subsection A 4 of this

Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, or on which any building, structure or premises has

failed to comply with the building, land-use, planning health or fire codes as set forth in Subsection

A 5 herein, and which occasion does not constitute a violation for which a license issued

pursuant to this Chapter may be suspended or revoked, the Director shall give written notice to

the affected licensee. Such notice shall be mailed or delivered to the licensee within ten (10)

days of such time that the Director was made aware of such occasion.

2. Any such notice shall state that the licensee is entitled to a hearing to respond to

the notice and introduce any evidence to refute the allegations contained in the notice. Upon written

request filed within ten (10) days after the date of the notice, the Director shall set a hearing date, which

shall be not more than fourteen (14) days from the date of the receipt of the request. Failure to file a

16 timely written request shall constitute waiver of any right to review the notice.

17 3 The hearing shall be held by the Director.
.

18 4. The hearing shall be informal, but shall be recorded by electronic means provided

19 by the Director or his or her designee. Within twenty (20) days of the hearing, the Director or his or her

20 designee shall issue a written ruling including factual findings and conclusions, with supporting reasons,

21 affirming, modifying, or reversing the notice. The decision shall be mailed by first class mail to the

22 licensee.

23

24
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5. The decision of the Director or his or her designee is subject to review by the

Hearing Examiner only during a license suspension or revocation hearing as provided for SMC

6.295.180.

6.295.170 Operating without a License.

A. Any person who conducts or operates an All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue without

a valid license issued pursuant to this Chapter commits an infraction, the penalty for which cannot exceed

$500 (five hundred dollars); provided that if such person previously has been determined to have committed

such infraction or has been found guilty under this subsection then such person is guilty of a misdemeanor,

and may be punished by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment for a term

not to exceed ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Absolute liability is imposed by this

Subsection pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 12A.04. 100.

B. Any person who has been found to have committed an infraction or who is convicted of a

crime pursuant to the above Subsection A is ineligible to apply for an All-Ages Dance license for (30) days

following such finding or conviction.

6.295.180 Appeals of License Denials, Suspensions or Revocations.

Appeals from denials, suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall

I

be heard and decided by the Hearing Examiner. Except as otherwise provided herein, these appeals shall be

heard in the manner prescribed by Seattle Municipal Code Chapters 3.02 and 6.202.

B Within thirty (30) days after the conclusion of the hearing, the Hearing Examiner shall

prepare a written decision and order. An applicant or licensee aggrieved by the decision may seek judicial

review of that decision, and may do so only by applying for a writ of review in the King County Superior

14
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Court under the provisions of Chapter 7.16 of the Revised Code of Washington. An application for a writ

of review must be filed with the Court and served on all parties within fourteen (14) days of the date the

decision was issued.

IV. MISCELLANEOUS

6.295.190 Music and Youth Commission - Composition and Authority.

There is established a twelve (12)-memberMusic and Youth Commission. The Music and

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Youth Commission shall be housed and administratively supported within the Office of Economic

Development or such other department or office as the Mayor shall designate. Six (6) Commission

members shall be appointed by majority vote of the City Council, and six (6) Commission members shall

be appointed by the Mayor, as follows:

I
.

Five (5) of the six (6) Commission members appointed by the City Council shall be

Seattle residents with a demonstrated interest in matters relating to music, dance and all-ages musical and

dance events, neighborhood or youth-related issues, public safety or law-enforcement. To the extent

possible, these Commission members should represent persons of diverse ages and interests, and should

represent a variety of the City's neighborhoods. The City Council also shall endeavor to appoint

Commission members that include parents, youth, musicians, persons involved in conducting or operating

all-ages musical and dance events or venues, and members of neighborhood groups. Commission members

appointed under this subsection may not be employees of the City of Seattle, and will serve without

compensation.

I

2. The sixth Commission member appointed by the City Council shall be a City

Council member or Council staffperson, and may serve on the Commission in this capacity only as long as

I

15



na

August 12, 2002

Dance Ordinance (former CB 113373-eso)

(Ver. 5)

he or she remains on the City Council or Council staff, subject to the terms of Subsection B of this Section

6

Subsection B ofthis Section 6.295.190.

B. Each Commission member shall serve a two (2)-year term; provided, however, that three (3)

3. The six (6) Commission members appointed by the Mayor shall be City employees

with a demonstrated expertise in or professional responsibility for law enforcement, public safety, musical

events, or youth or neighborhood issues and related matters. Mayoral appointees shall include, among

others, representatives from the police department and fire department. Mayoral appointees may serve on

the Commission in this capacity only as long as they remain City employees, subject to the terms of

10 of the initial City Council appointees and three (3) of the initial Mayoral appointees shall serve initial terms

11 of one (1) year, to provide for staggered terms. Following the initial appointments, the terms of one-half

12 (1/2) of the Mayoral appointees and one-half (1/2) of the Council appointees shall begin on January 1 of

13 even-numbered years, with all other terms beginning on January I of odd-numbered years. No Commission

14 member may serve more than two (2) consecutive terms. Vacancies shall be filled for the duration of an

15 unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment. If a person is appointed to fill the duration

16 of an unexpired term, then that term shall qualify as one (1) of the two (2) consecutive terms only if the

17 portion of the unexpired term actually served is one (1) year or more. If the appointing authority fails to

18 appoint or re-appoint a person to fill a Commission position before the incumbent Commission member's

19 term has expired, then the incumbent mayremain in his or her position for a period not to exceed sixty (60)

20 days until such appointment or re-appointment is made. The authority that appointed a Commission

21 member may remove that Commission member at will. The Commission may, by majority vote, remove

22 from office a Commission member who is absent without excuse from three (3) Commission meetings

23

24

16
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during any one (I)-year period. The Commission shall select a chair, and may adopt, promulgate, amend

and rescind administrative rules and regulations for its own conduct.

C. The purposes and duties of the Commission are as follows

I
.

To promote and facilitate communication and understanding between and among

all-ages and youth music and dance promoters and licensees, musicians, youth, parents, and governmental

officials; and:

2. To promote an understanding of laws, policies and resources relating to all-ages and

youth music and dance events and venues in the City, and to make recommendations concerning these laws,

policies and resources; and

3. To provide, through its own broad-based membership, an informed opinion

concerning all-ages and youth music and dance venues in the City, to complement the work of the City's

elected officials and departments in these areas, and to make recommendations to those elected officials;

and

4. When pertinent, to solicit public comment on issues relating to all-ages and youth

music and dance events and venues in the City.

In January, 2003, and annually thereafter, the Music and Youth Commission shall report

o the City Council on the implementation of this Ordinance. This report shall include a review of

18 11 licenses issued, license violations and enforcement actions taken, and an assessment of the effectiveness

of this ordinance in carrying out its purposes.

6.295.195 Annual Report. The Department shall submit an annual report to the City Council

regarding the operation of this ordinance for each of the three years following the effective date of this

ordinance.

17
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6.295.200 Validity of Licenses Issued under Former Chapter 6.294.

All licenses issued under former Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.294 prior to the effective date of

this ordinance, and which otherwise would remain valid, shall remain valid for thirty (30) days following

the effective date of this ordinance.

Section 3. All violations occurring, all proceedings begun, and all notices given under Chapter

6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code as it existed prior to its repeal by this ordinance shall continue

unaffected by this ordinance.

10 Section 4. Severability. The several provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and

11 severable and the invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or portion of this

12 ordinance, or the invalidity of the application thereof to any person or circumstance, shall not affect the

13 validity of the remainder of this ordinance or the validity of its application to other persons or

14 circumstances.

17 approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

16 Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

15

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

~LC&amp;1121

Passed by the City Council the 12 day of r i ua, ima and signed by me in open session in

20
11

authentication of its passage this _12:7day'61

Approved by me this V) day of

18
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Filed by me this ~Z- day of

(Seal)

19



Seattle City Council

Neighborhoods, Arts &amp; Civil Rights Committee

Tuesday, June 25, 2002

Divided Report for Council Bill 114170

All-Ages Dance Ordinance/Repeal of Teen Dance Ordinance

Backtiround:

Section 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal code, generally known as the "Teen Dance Ordinance,"

was passed by the Seattle City Council in 1985 to regulate dances and dancehalls admitting those

under 18. From 1977 to 1985, there was no regulation of such dances. The ordinance was

amended in 1988.

Council Bill 114170 was introduced to the Council by Mayor Greg Nickels. It is nearly identical

to Council Bill 113302, passed by the Seattle City Council in August 2000 by a 7-1 vote, and

vetoed by then Mayor Paul Schell. An attempt to override the veto failed, 5-3.

Council Bill 114170, as introduced, would remove the restrictions in SMC 6.294 for: age

restrictions, a liability insurance requirement, re-entry fee, and time limits. C.B. 114170 would

change the security requirement for off-duty law officers to a requirement for trained security

persons; have an exemption threshold of 250 rather than 150; apply to all public dances, rather

than public dances that charge admission; and allow for transfer of license to other locations.

Further, C.B. 114170 would introduce a criminal background check for the applicant, an appeals

process, and a Music and Youth Commission to monitor all-ages events.

C.B. 114170 was voted out of committee as amended in concept by a 3 -1 vote, with

Councilmembers Licata, Conlin and Compton voting "yes," and Councilmember Pageler voting

i'no".

Amendments to C.B. 114170:

A number of amendments were discussed in the Neighborhoods, Arts &amp; Civil Rights Committee

meeting of June 25, 2002. Present were Councilmembers Nick Licata, Richard Conlin, Jim

Compton, and Margaret Pageler.

The Councilmembers unanimously agreed on amendments to: 1) change the appeal process to

the Hearing Examiner only; 2) introduce a re-admission fee to the building of at least 50% for

those under 21; 3) require any dance after 2 a.m. to request two off-duty police officers; 4) set a

minimumage limit of 14, or photo W. from a high school; 5) designate the Office of Economic

Development as the administrative home of the Music and Youth Commission; 6) require a

department report on the operation of this legislation to the Council for two years.

Divided amendments:



Threshold for license: Pageler and Compton supported reducing the threshold ftom 250 to 150;

Licata and Conlin did not (fail, 2-2),

Security Personnel: Amendment to require two off-duty law officers, as in SMC 6.294:

Compton, Pageler "yes"; Licata, Conlin "no": (fail, 2-2).

Hours of Operation: Setting a time limit for those under 18 from 2 a.m. to 8 a.m. Pageler

proposed, no second, fails 1-3 (Licata, Conlin, Compton).

Grounds for Suspension of License: Would delete "knowingly" from sections 6.295.160 A3

and A4; "Yes" Pageler, Compton; "No", Licata Conlin (fail 2-2).

Grounds for Suspension of License: Would remove "on three or more occasions during any

one-year period" from sections 6.295.160 A4 and A5; "Yes" Pageler, Compton; "No", Licata

Conlin (fail 2-2).

Also discussed, without resolution were amendments to require insurance, and a background

check for the on-site manager.

The ordinance passed 3-1 from committee.

Mgjority: (Licata, Conlin, Compton):

The ordinance as amended is satisfactory.

Minority: (Pageler

The ordinance needs farther amendments to be satisfactory.



City of Seattle

Gfc,,---iry J~ Ni,-kels, JIN/Layor

Office of the Mayor

March 26, 2002

Honorable Peter Steinbrueck

President

Seattle City Council

Municipal Building, I I
th

Floor

Dear Council President Steinbrueck:

I am transmitting the a

consideration.

tached ordinance regarding All Age Dances for Council

This proposed ordinance adds a new chapter to the Seattle Municipal Code and repeals

Chapter 6.294, the Teen Dance Ordinance. The aim of this proposed legislation is to

promote music in Seattle by allowing youths to attend "all age" dances.

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. Should you have questions please

contact Regina LaBelle, Counsel to the Mayor at 206-684-8882.

Sincerely,

GREGW,KELS
f "Mayd- ~tle

600 Fourth Avenue, 12th Floor., Seattle, WA 98104-1873

Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811, Fax: (206) 684-5360, Email: inayors.office@d.seattle.wa.us

An equal employment opportunity, attirmative acuon employer, Accommodations for people wuh disabinues proviued upon request.



Security Personnel

beertsee. umder this Chapter to 111SLIre:

.

7 1That oualified sccunm persomiol arc emplowd and 'ji attendance atan All-Ages

-der to ~ a Tt amDance Venue du-Jiic, and follk tio each All--A,-,cs-Dajicc. lia oi mi

c)j-dc,,,- m-.d ensurc complianicc with the Im,. Qualified-security, personnel means

a person who is cither (a) licensed-and insured pursuant-to R.CNN' Oiaptet

18.170 and NVAC Chapter 308-18 and have received fognal trainill.10, ill Crowd

control and event mquagement oi- (b) a sworn law-enforcemeint person.
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11-c-ensee st,~C-Iqj),--~- must provide two qualified sectu-it-y- persons wh-e4vav-e
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L)atrons aduilited to Dance o.rAll-Ages Dance Venues ill addition to

I
-

the first tvvo hundred fifty('250) patrotls so achil-luccl,

PAGELER A-INIENDMENT #1
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PAGELER AMENDIViLENT #4

HI. ENFORCEMENT

6.295.160

fDelete Sections and Making Section Numbering on Pages 12-141

4.

f a. The unlawful possession, consumption, opening, sale, purchase or

supplying of liquor as defined in RCW 66,04,010(20); or

g b. 1-he -anlawful possession, manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing,

or the possession with intem to -r~artl facture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a drug,

legend drug or controlled substance.

Forpurposes of tfii.~ Suibs=tion A4, the actions or knowledge of an employee or agent of the licensee

shall be imputed to the licensee; or

4 -5.
, Any building

structure or preinises at which the licensee operated or conducted any All-Ages Dance, or any

combination of sucl) bu,'Id'n-as., st.-ucl,~ires or premises, failed to comply with the building, land-use,

planriing, health or fire codcs.

The CJUMtioll Of any suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter

shall be as folrows:

I A 30-day suspension upon the first violation during any one-year period;

2. A 90-day suspension upon the second such violation;

3. A one-year revocation upon the third such violation;

Provided, however, that if a license is suspended or revoked because any person

listed lin Subsection A 2 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160 has been determined to be

a sexually-violent predator, or has been convicted of a crime set forth in Subsections C or D of

Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295. 100, then the person against whom such finding or conviction



PAGELER AMENDIV-Lt~NT #4

has been entered shall be disqualified froin licensing pursuant to this Chapter, or from being an

applicant, a limited partner, partner, o-wner or principal of an applicant, or from maldng an

application on behalf oil' an applicant under this Chapter, during the relevant periods of

'on set forth
'

Subsectioiin ~ D of Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295. 100.

eoffilAY

building,
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3 The hear---g sliall be held by the DiFeetor,
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pr-ov4ded foir SAIC 6.295.180.
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to certain dances and dance venues; adding a new cha
w1unicipal Code to regulate such dances and dance venues; providing pe+~1'1; U~

3 119 a music ana YOutn commission; and repealing Chapter 6.29

/
e~

twthe Seattle

Jties~Tbr violations;

of'the Seattle

WHEREAS, Young persons under the age of 18 should have access to,4e
arts, including dances, andebn

a use of children, are a matter of City concern; an,

WHEREAS, The problems associated with unregulated dances..;t d dance venues that permit attendance
by young persons under the age of 18, including but I limited to drug and alcohol use and

WHEREAS, Dances and dance venues that i)ermit att 'dance by yo- A L-

,j. tries nwhich a minor was the ctim; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY T CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby repealed.

arv 01. 10
should provide a safe and secure environme' or these young patrons; and

WHEREAS, It is appropriate that dances that"p it attendance by young persons under the age of 18,and the persons who operate such daan s, meet certain requirements and qualifications to ensure
a safe and secure environment for

tl-Oe young patrons; and

WHEREAS, To provide a safe and.sec..ure environment for young dance patrons and to prevent their
victimization, it is important tkk persons who operate dances be free from recent convictions for
crimes that specifically relat~~'to their qualifications to operate such dances, including serious
crimes against person

r

s~c ain sexual offenses, certain drupr offenses nlidcerfoi

I

Sectio..Trl. A new Chapter is added to the Seattle Municipal Code to read as follows:

GES DANCES AND DANCE VENUES

ENERAL PROVISIONS

Chapter, 6.2-95

I
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6.295.010 Purpose. This Chapter is an exercise of police power for the protection of the health, safety

and welfare of those who attend All-Ages Dances, and is not intended to create, establish or design4~e
any

particular class or group of persons who will be especially protected or benefited by its terms./'~,'~'

6.295.020 Construction of Chapter. The provisions of this Chapter shall be con, ed liberally to

accomplish its purposes. Nothing in this Chapter modifies, repeals or supersedes any provision of another

ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to All-Ages Dances or All-A,0s Dance Venues, including

but not limited to building, land-use, planning, health and fire codes.

6.295.030 Chapter Subject to New License Code - Conflict. s Chapter is subject to the general

provisions of the New License Code, Seattle Municipal Code Ch'~pter 6.202, as those provisions now exist

or may hereafter be modified. However, if there is a conflict between this Chapter and Chapter 6.202, this

Chapter shall
govern

6.295.040 Definitions. For purposes of this Chapter, the following definitions shall apply:

A. "All-Ages Dance" means any p
,,,,,,Ublic

dance: (1) which persons under age eighteen (18) years

are allowed or permitted to attend or (Z)." at which each patron is not required to show valid picture

identification, showing that patron's date of birth, as a condition of entry.

B
. "All-Ages Dance 'Venue" means any place or premises where an All-Ages Dance is

conducted or operated, including" but not limited to all hallways, bathrooms and other adjoining areas on the

premises accessible to the public during the dance.

C. A
"concertl' is any event at which live music is played or sung, and at which the primary

purpose of the person or operating the event is for patrons to view a musical performance.

21 D. A "dance" is any event at which the primary purpose of the person conducting or operating

22 the event is for patrons to dance as that term is commonly defined. However, a "dance" shall not be defined

23 to include an event that is a "concert" as that term is defined by this Chapter.

24
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I "Department" means the Department of Finance of the City of Seattle.

"Director" means the Director of Finance of the City of Seattle, or his or her desigpdt'ed

G. "Knowingly" shall have the definition set forth in Seattle Municipal/,itode Section

representative.
i

12A.04.030 B.

11"On-sitc manager" is the person present at an All-Ages Dance op"All-Ages Dance Venue

who is responsible for the direct operation and oversight of the dance or venue and supervision of other

employees or workers.

1. "Person" includes any natural person and, in addition, company, corporation, partnership,

governmental entity, non-profit group or unincorporated association.

J. "Public dance" means any dance that is readi accessible to the public.

6.295.050 All-Ages Dance License Required.

No person shall conduct or operate an "All-Ages Dance unless the person who is conducting

or operating such dance has obtained a license,in accordance with this Chapter. If a fair, festival or other

such event includes one or more separate All-Ages Dances, then only one license shall be required pursuant

to this Chapter; provided, however, that each such All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue must

otherwise separately comply with
the~xequirements of this Chapter.

B. The requirements of this Chapter shall not apply if the All-Ages Dance admits fewer than

two hundred fifty (250) patrons".

C. The requirements of this Chapter shall not apply if the All-Ages Dance is sponsored by an

accredited educational illstitution.

6.295.060 License -7,buration. Each license issued by the Director under this Chapter shall be valid for

one (1) year.
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6.295-070 Fees. The fee for a license issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be one hundred twenty dollars

($120). This fee is, as to those persons for whom a licensing fee was required pursuant to form9r/ apter
"I

6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code, a continuation of the fee required under such former chdp"'t'er and not a

6.295.080 Authority of Director. The Director is authorized to:

A. Make rules for the interpretation and
implementation,/~f this Chapter pursuant to the

Administrative Code; and

Grant, deny, suspend or revoke licenses according to the terms of this Chapter; and

Collect fees according to the tenns of this Chapter.

10

I I
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II. LICENSING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESS

6.295.090 License Application. The person". desiring to conduct or operate an All-Ages Dance shall be

responsible for obtaining a license. The, applicant shall complete a license application, which shall include

the following:

A. The name (including any aliases or former names), address, day and evening telephone

numbers and date of birth of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, then this information shall

be provided for both'the applicant (excepting date of birth) and for the natural person making the

application on behalf of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, the applicant also shall

provide the names (including any aliases or former names), addresses, day and evening telephone numbers

and dates of birth of the limited partners, partners, owners, and principals of the applicant.

A statement of indemnification consistent with Municipal Code Section 6.295.150.

A statement from the applicant that any premises on which the applicant will conduct or

operate any All-Ages Dance will comply with all laws and other legal requirements, including but not

-

limited to building, land-use, health, planning and fire codes; and a statement that the applicant and any
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employee or agent thereof will, in the conduct of any All-Ages Dance, comply with all laws and other i9g*

requirements, including but not limited to the building, land-use, health, planning and fire codes"

A statement that neither the applicant, nor the natural person makirie&amp; application on
11

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

behalf of an applicant that is not a natural person, nor any limited partner, partrie-4 owner or principal of an

applicant that is not a natural person: (1) is currently the subject of icense suspension or revocation

pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160; or (2) has at time been determined to be a

41,

sexually-violent predator pursuant to RCW Ch. 71.09 or e valent statute; or (3) has been convicted within

the ten (10) years preceding the filing of the
licen§e-application of any crime listed in Subsection C of

Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.29 5. 100; or (4) has been convicted within the five (5) years preceding the

filing of the license application of any crime listed in Subsection D of Seattle Municipal Code Section

6.295.100,

Such other infQrination as the Director requires by rule adopted pursuant to the

Administrative Code for the~ health, safety and welfare of the patrons of All-Ages Dances and All-Ages

Dance Venues.

F. A certification or declaration under penalty of perjury under the Jaws of the State of

Washington tha~the information and statements in the application are true and correct.

6.295.100 ,.,,A,pproval or Denial of License Application - Grounds. The Director shall giant a license

unless the license applicant, or the natural person making the application on behalf of an applicant that is

not a.,'natural person, or any limited partner, partner, owner or principal of an applicant that is not a natural

person:

A. Is currently the subject of a license suspension or revocation pursuant to Seattle Municipal

Code Section 6.295.160; or

5



Labelle/peyer
"X`

arch 28, 2002

Dance Ordinance (former CB 1133 73-esd)

(Ver. 3

M

B. Has, at any time, been determined to be a sexually-violent predator pursuant to RCW Ch.

7

10

12

13
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16

17

8

19

20

21

22,;~'

13

24

1~C. Has been convicted wiffiin the ten (10) years preceding the filing of,such application of.

I
. Any sexual crime involving a minor or child as a victim, including but not limited

71.09 or equivalent statute; or

to: such crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual exploitation ofAildren), or RCW Ch. 9A.44 (sex

offenses), or felony crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9A.88
Ondeden't exposure and prostitution), or such

crimes included within RCW 9.94A.030(37) (sex offenses), or such crimes included within RCW

43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other
persons)~-'-or a crime for which a finding of sexual motivation

has been made pursuant to RCW 9.94A.127, or extortion for sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.1 10; or

2. An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection C, or of

aiding and abetting such crime; or

Has, under circumstances not requiring license denial pursuant to the preceding Subsections

B and C, been convicted within the five (5) years preceding the filing of such application of.-

I
. felony crime involving the unlawful manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing,

distribution, or the possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a drug, legend

drug, or
controlled substance, including but not limited to those crimes charged under RCW Ch. 69.41

(legend drugs), RCW Ch. 69.43 (precursor drugs) and RCW Ch. 69.50 (Uniform Controlled Substances

Act; or

2. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010(l I), a most serious

offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(27), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(44), or a

-,felony with a deadly weapon finding or verdict under RCW 9.94A. 125; or

3. Any sexual offense, including but not limited to: a sex offense as defined by RCW

9.94A.030(37) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a crime for which a finding of sexual motivation has been made under

6
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,111RCW 9.94A.127, extortion to obtain sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.110, or
sexuallo&amp;nses

included within RCW 43,43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or felony crimes charged

I

4. An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth"in this Subsection D, or

under RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution); or

reasonable additional time for approval or denial when necessary to conduct a criminal-history

investigation.

Municipal Code Sections 6.202.130 and 6,295.090; pro~dded, however, that the Director may take

approve or deny a license within ten (10) business days of the filing of a complete application under

6.295.110 Approval or Denial of License Application - Time fliame. The Director normally shall

of aiding and abetting such crime.

6.295.120 License - Limited to Licenseei"Any license issued under this Chapter shall apply to a single

20

21

22

23

24

licensee, and shall not be transferableto' other persons or licensees. The licensee may use such license at

any All-Ages Dance Venue or Vepifes; provided, however, that such use shall not excuse the licensee or

venue from compliance with any ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to such licensee or venue,

including but not limited to "building, land-use, planning, health and fire codes; and provided fiu-ther that

such use shall not result i-a an extension of the duration of such license.

6.295.130 Security Personnel.

It shall be the obligation of every person licensed under this Chapter to insure that security personnel are

employed and in attendance at an All-Ages Dance Venue during and following each All-Ages Dance, in

order to maintain order and ensure compliance with the law. Specifically, such person must provide two (2)J

person, 4 who have received formal training in crowd control and event management, plus one (1) additional

per~6n so trained for every one hundred (100) patrons admitted to the All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance

Venue in addition to the first two hundred fifty (250) patrons so admitted.
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6.295.135 Access-Peace Officers-Director

All peace officers of the City of Seattle and/or the Director shall have free access to All-,Ages Dance

7
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Venues when an All-Ages Dance is being conducted or operated for the purpose of'J"spection and to

enforce compliance with the provisions of this Chapter.

It shall be the obligation of every person licensed under this Chapter to insure that at least one on-site

6.295.140 On-Site Manager.

manager is employed and in attendance at an All-Ages DanceNenue during and following each All-Ages

Dance, to be responsible for the direct operation andoVersight of the dance and venue and supervision of

other employees or workers.

6.295.150 Indemnification.

I lie licensee shall indemnify and hold the City harmless from any and all losses, claims, actions or damages

suffered by any person or persons by reason of or resulting from any negligence of the licensee or its

agents, employees, or patr~ns or on account of any act or omission of the licensee in its exercise of its

license or use or occupancy of any premises in connection with such license. In the event any suit or action

is brought against the City, the licensee shall, upon notice of the commencement thereof, defend the same,

at no cost and expense to the City, and promptly satisfy any final judgment adverse to the City or to the City

and the ricensee jointly; provided, that in the event the City detennines that one (1) or more principles of

gov"erl-irnental or public law are involved, the City retains the right to participate in such action. The above

li~,bility shall not be diminished by the fact, if it be a fact, that any such death, injury, damage, loss, cost or

expense may have been, or may be alleged to have been, contributed to by the negligence of the City or its

officers, employees or agents; provided, however, that nothing contained in this section shall be construed

as requiring the licensee to indemnify the City against liability for damages arising out of bodily injury to

8
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persons or damage to property caused by or resulting from the sole negligence of the City, or its offipers,

employees or agents.

111. ENFORCEMENT

6.295.160. Suspension or Revocation - Grounds, Duration and Administrative Appeal.

A. A license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be suspended or revoked pursuant to the terms

of this Chapter upon a finding that any one (1) or more of the follmNing violations exist or have occurred:

I The license was procured by fraud or false representation or omission of material

fact in the license application; or

2. The applicant or licensee.,, or natural person who made the license application on

behalf of the applicant or licensee, or any I Imited partner, partner, owner or principal
,

of the applicant or

licensee has:

a. Knowingly made any false statement or given any false information in

connection with an application for a license; or

Has violated any of the provisions of this Chapter or has committed any act

which is a ground
-

for denial of a license issued pursuant to this Chapter; or

The licensee, or any employee or agent thereof, has or have knowingly allowed or

permitted to occur at any All-Ages Dance Venue:

a. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010(ll), a most

seriou's offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(27), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(44), orA~

a felony involving the use or display of a deadly weapon; or

b. Any felony sexual offense, including but not limited to a sex offense as

defined by RCW 9.94A.030(37) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a felony as defined by RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual

exploitation of minors) or RCW Ch. 9A,88 (indecent exposure and prostitution), a felony sexual offense

9
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included under RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or extortion to obtain sex
IF,

favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.1 10; or

C. Any felony sexual offense involving a minor as the A ~'br any crime

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

7

8

19

20

21

22

23
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e. The unlawful possession of any
weapon', or,

.

firearm; or

involving prostitution or promoting prostitution, or indecent exposure; or

d. Any act of solicitation for prostitution; or

4. On three or more occasions during any/I one-year period, the licensee or any

employee or agent thereof has or have knowingly alloweq,d~ permitted to occur at any All-Ages Dance

Venue or combination of Venues:

a. The unlawful possession, consumption, opening, sale, purchase or supplying

of liquor as defined in RCW 66.04.010(20); or

b. The unlav,~Tul
possession, manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing,

distribution, or the possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a drug, legend

drug or controlled substance,

For purposes of this Subsection A4, the actions or knowledge of an employee or agent of the licensee shall

be imputed to the licensee; or

5. On three or more occasions during any one-year period, any building structure or

premises at which the licensee operated or conducted any All-Ages Dance, or any combination of such
I

buildings, str-,ictures or premises, failed to comply with the building, land-use, planning, health or fire

codes.

The duration of any suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall be

as follows:

1. A 30-day suspension upon the first violation during any one-year period;

10
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2. A 90-day suspension upon the second such violation;

3. A one-year revocation upon the third such violation;

Provided, however, that if a license is suspended or revoked becau§,e''any person listed in

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

Chapter, during the relevant periods of disqualificatio.9 set forth in Subsections B, C or D of Seattle

Subsection A 2 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160 has been
de-t6rmined to be a sexually-

violent predator, or has been convicted of a crime set forth in Subsections 6r D of Seattle Municipal Code

Section 6.295.100, then the
person against whom such finding or Conviction has been entered shall be

disqualified from licensing pursuant to this Chapter, or from beipk an applicant, a limited partner, partner,

owner or principal of an applicant, or from making an application on behalf of an applicant under this

Municipal Code Section 6.295. 100; and
fl

Provided
fiirther, that the fourth and subsequent occasions during any one-year period on

which the licensee or any employee or agent ',,thereof has knowingly allowed or permitted to occur those

activities set forth in Subsection A 4 of thi

I

Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, or on which any
I

building, structure or premises has failed to comply with the building, land-use, planning health or fire

codes as set forth in Subsection A of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, each shall be

counted as a separate violation far'which a license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be suspended or

revoked.

Notice and Ad;,~hinistrative Appeal.

1. For each occasion on which it is alleged the licensee, or any employee or agent

thereof, has knowingly allowed or ermitted those activities set forth in Subsection A 4 of this Seattle
P

Municipal Code SectioT
"

):z 6.295.160, or on which any building, structure or premises has failed to comply

with the building, land~use, planning health or fire codes as set forth in Subsection A 5 herein, and which

occasion does not con'stitute a violation for which a license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be

I I
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suspended or revoked, the Director shall give written notice to the affected licensee. Such notice shall

be mailed or delivered to the licensee within ten (10) days of such time that the Director wag'made

aware of such occasion.

2. Any such notice shall state that the licensee is entitled to a hearing to respond to

the notice and introduce any evidence to refute the allegations contained in the notice. Upon written

request filed within ten (10) days after the date of the notice, the Directlof'shall set a hearing date, which

shall be not more than fourteen (14) days from the date of the receipt of the request. Failure to file a

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

timely written request shall constitute waiver of any right to appeal the notice.

3 The hearing shall be held by the Difector of Revenue and Consumer Affairs.

4. The hearing shall be informal, but shall be recorded by electronic means provided

by the Director of Revenue and Consumer Affairs. Within twenty (20) days of the hearing, the Director

of Revenue and Consumer Affairs shall iss ue a written ruling including factual findings and conclusions,

with supporting reasons, affirming, m6difying, or reversing the notice. The decision shall be mailed by

first class mail to the licensee,

5. The decision of the Director of Revenue and Consumer Affairs is subject to

review by the Hearing E,xaminer and panel of Commissioners only during a license suspension or

revocation hearing as provided for SMC 6,295.180.

6.295.170
Operatin%

I

ge without a License.

Any person who conducts or operates an All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue without

a valid license issued pursuant to this Chapter commits an infraction, the penalty for which cannot exceed

$500; provided that if such person previously has been determined to have committed such infraction or has

~e

been found guilty under this subsection, then such person is guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be punished

by a fine,not to exceed one thousand dollars ($ 1,000) or by imprisom-nent for a term not to exceed ninety

12
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(90) days, or by bothsuch fine and imprisonment. Absolute liability is imposed by this Subsection pursuant

3

10

I I

12

13

14

5

16

to Seattle Municipal Code Section 12A. 04. 100.

B. Any person who has been found to have committed an infraction or who is convicted of a

6.295.180 Appeals of License Denials, Suspensions or Revocations - Role of Music and Youth
Commission.

following such finding or conviction.

crime pursuant to the above Subsection A is ineligible to apply for an All-AgegoDance license for (30) days

11

A. Appeals from denials, suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall

be heard and decided jointly by the Hearing Examiner and two (2) Youth and Music Commission members

as provided herein. Except as otherwise p,rovided herein, these appeals shall be heard in the manner

prescribed by Seattle Municipal Code Chapters 3.02 and 6.202.

B. Whenever the Hearing Examiner receives a timely notice of appeal, pursuant to Seattle

Municipal Code Section 6.202.'"270, of a decision to deny, suspend or revoke a license issued pursuant to

this Chapter, the Chair of Ithe Commission shall within fifteen (15) working days of having received such

notice select two (2) of iis members to hear and decide that appeal jointly with the Hearing Examiner. Only

posolve the issue in conformance with the law on the subject.

pr~vious involvement, interest or bias of a designated Commission member, the Hearing Examiner shall

shal I be the chairperson of the panel and shall make all evidentiary rulings. Should a question arise as to the

Commission members appointed by the City Council pursuant to Subsection A I of Seattle Municipal Code

Section 6.295.
1,,9'0

shall be eligible to be selected to hear and decide such appeals. No Commission member

who has had~-a pecuniary, private or personal interest or bias in the matter, or who has otherwise been

involved Jn the matter, shall be selected to hear and decide such appeal. The designated Commission

representatives each shall have an equal vote with the Hearing Examiner, except the Hearing Examiner

13
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Within thirty (30) days after the conclusion of the hearing, the Hearing Examiner shall

,1Z

prepare a written decision and order which shall be signed by all members of the panel con~'urring in the

decision. An applicant or licensee aggrieved by the decision may seek judicial reviewd that decision, and

may do so only by applying for a writ of review in the King County Superior C94rt under the provisions of

,1
2

1

Chapter 7.16 of the Revised Code of Washington. An application for a wri "of review must be filed with the

Court and served on all parties within fourteen (14) days of the date thc~decision was issued.

IV. MISCELLANEOUS

6.295-190 Music and Youth Commission - Composition and Authority.

A. There is established a twelve (12)-memboi Music and Youth Commission. The Music and

5Youth Commission shall be housed and administratively supported within the Seattle Arts Commission.

Six (6) Commission members shall be appointe
I

d by majority vote of the City Council, and six (6)i

Commission members shall be appointed by the Mayor, as follows:

I Five (5) of the six (6),tommission members appointed by the City Council shall be

Seattle residents with a demonstrated inter est in matters relating to music, dance and all-ages musical and

dance events, neighborhood or youth-.r'elated issues, public safety or law-enforcement. To the extent

possible, these Commission members. should represent persons of diverse
ages and interests, and should

represent a variety of the City's -,."neighborhoods. The City Council also shall endeavor to appoint

Commission members that includy' parent
I

S, youth. musicians, persons involved in conducting or operating

all-ages musical and dance events or venues, and members of neighborhood groups. Commission members

appointed under this subsection may not be employees of the City of Seattle, and will serve without

compensation.

2. The sixth Commission member appointed by the City Council shall be a City

Council member or Council staff person, and may serve on the Commission in this capacity only as long as

14
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he or she remains on the City Council or Council staff, subject to the terms of Subsection B of this Section

6.295.190.

3. The six (6) Commission members appointed by the Mayor shall be Q4 employees

with a demonstrated expertise in or professional responsibility for law enforcement, pu 1
'e

,

safety, musical

events, or youth or neighborhood issues and related matters. Mayoral appointe shall include, among

others, representatives from the police department and fire department. Ma~,Pfal appointees may serve on

the Commission in this capacity only as long as they remain City e,p,*Ioyees, subject to the terms of

Subsection B of this Section 6.295.190.

Each Commission member shall serve a two (2),,year term; provided, however, that three (3)

of the initial City Council appointees and three (3) of the in ~ tial Mayoral appointees shall serve initial terms

of one (1) year, to provide for staggered terms. Foll ng the initial appointments,9`W1 the terms of one-half

(1/2) of the Mayoral appointees and one-half (1/;,)'

,

of the Council appointees shall begin on January I of

even-numbered years, with all other terms beg4ining on January 1 of odd-numbered years. No Commission

member may serve more than two (2) consecutive terms. Vacancies shall be filled for the duration of an

unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment. If a person is appointed to fill the duration

19

20

21

22

23

24

of an unexpired term, then that term~'shall qualify as one (1) of the two (2) consecutive terms only if the

portion of the unexpired term ac~"ly served is one (1) year or more. If the appointing authority fails to

appoint or re-appoint a persont6 fill a Commissionposition before the incumbent Commission member's

term has expired, then the incumbent may remain in his or her position for a period not to exceed 60 days

until such appointment orl,"i'e-appointment is made. The authority that appointed a Commission member

may remove that Commission member at will. The Commission may, by majority vote, remove from

office a Commission member who is absent without excuse from three (3) Commission meetings during

15
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3

4

10

I I

12

13

officials; and:

any one (I)-year period. The Commission shall select a chair, and may adopt, promulgate, amend and

rescind administrative rules and regulations for its own conduct.

C. The purposes and duties of the Commission are as follows

I
.

To promote and facilitate communication and
understanding',b6tween and among

all-ages and youth music and dance promoters and licensees, musicians, youth, parents, and governmental

2. To promote an understanding of laws, policies.:and resources relating to all-ages and

youth music and dance events and venues in the City, and to make recommendations concerning these laws,

policies and resources; and

3. To provide, through its own broad-based membership, an informed opinion

concerning all-ages and youth music and dance venues in the City, to complement the work of the City's

elected officials and departments in these areas, and to make recommendations to those elected officials;

and

4. When pertinelit, to solicit public comment on issues relating to all-ages and youth

15
11

music and dance events and venues in the City.

16 D. In January 2001 and -,111, ,11 1-1, 4 +L
J ClUd 4,1, Music and x oul Commission shall report

17 to the City Council on the implementation of this Ordinance. This report shall include a complete

18 review of licenses issued, license violations and enforcement actions taken, and an assessment of the

19 effectiveness of this,'Ordinance in carrying out its purposes.

20

21

22

23

24

6.295.200 Validjiy of Licenses Issued under Former Chapter 6.294.

All licenses issued under former Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.294 prior to the effective date of

this ordinance', and which are otherwise valid, shall remain valid for thirty (30) days following the effective

date of this ordinance.

16
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Section 3. All violations occurring, all proceedings begun, and all notices given under Chapter

6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code as it existed prior to its repeal by this ordinance shall,cbntinue

unaffected by this ordinance.

Section 4. Severability. The several provisions of this ordinance are declared,-to' be separate and

severable and the invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, semon, or portion of this

ordinance, or the invalidity of the application thereof to any person or circtirristance, shall not affect the

validity of the remainder of this ordinance or the validity of its application to other persons or

circumstances.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in
I

force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the da
~

,, o f 2002, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this_ day of 2002.

President of the City Council

Approved by me this day of 2002.

Mayor

Filed by me this,',~" day of 2002.

City Clerk

Seal)
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to certain dances and dance venues; adding a new chapte o the Seattleh

_na e
Municipal Code to regulate such dances and dance venues; providing -pena es. for violations;

pte/

establishing a music and youth commission; and repealing Chapter 6.294 f the Seattle

0

s f

Alf__ -1
cip k_oue.

use of children, are a matter of City concern; and

WHEREAS, The problems associated with unregulated

dances~Kdtdance
venues that permit attendance

c
by young persons under the age of 18, including but not mited to drug and alcohol use and-I-

F %- F U, 11 UIC CUILUrdl Me ol the City; an

WHEREAS, Young persons under the age of 18 should have access to e arts, including dances, and
should be able to mti

WHEREAS, Dances and dance venues that permit atte Ince by young persons under the age of 18

nt fO;~
should provide a safe and secure environme these young patrons; and

n S,

0
,

WHEREAS, It is appropriate that dances that perm' /attendance by young persons under the age of 18,
p

and the persons who operate such dances, eet certain requirements and qualifications to ensure

erm'

a safe and secure environment for these ung patrons; and

' c

,

e'

WHEREAS, To provide a safe and secure e

V
v
ir
o
n
m

e
n
t

for young dance patrons and to prevent their
victimization, it is important that p s ns who operate dances be free from recent convictions for
C-rim

U

es that specifically relate

to;~teir

qualifications to operate, such dances, including serious
CrUlies against persons, certain

,

xual offenses, certain drug offenses, and certain crimes in
VN j L'

~.' a n., nor Was Lhe victim,"

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE C Y OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.

Chapter7

94 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby repealed.

Section 2. A
new~hapter is added to the Seattle Municipal Code to read as follows:

Chapter 6.295

ALL-AGES DANCE AND DANCE VENUES

1. GENERAL PR , ISIONS

6.295.010 Purpose.

I
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This Chapter is an exercise of police power for the protection of the health, safety and wT
,&amp;/aie

of

those who attend All-Ages Dances, and is not intended to create, establish or designate any pa,Xi/cular class

10

I I

12
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or group of persons who will be especially protected or benefited by its terms.

6.295.020 Construction of Chapter. The provisions of this Chapter shall e construed lib rally toha e e

~e

/s
e

a
n

accomplish its purposes. Nothing in this Chapter modifies, repeals or superse es any provision of another

'r s I'

ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to All-Ages Dances or All Ages Dance Venues, including

r es

but not limited to building, land-use, planning, health and fire codes.

6.295.030 Chapter Subject to New License Code - Confli
. This Chapter is subject to the general

provisions of the New License Code, Seattle Municipal

C
;o

d
e 'hapter 6.202, as those provisions now exist

or may hereafter be modified. However, if there is acon
i

et between this Chapter and Chapter 6.202, this

Chapter shall govern.

6.295.040 Definitions. For purposes of this
Chaiter, the following definitions shall apply:

A. "All-Ages Dance" means any p blic dance at which persons under age eighteen (18) years

are allowed or permitted to attend.

ue""All-Ages Dance Ven I means any place or premises where an All-Ages Dance is

conducted or operated, including but
no, limited to all hallways, bathrooms and other adjoining areas on the

premises accessible to the public duri
I

the dance.

C. A "concert" Is any ent at which live music is played or sung, and at which the primary

purpose of the person conducting Troperating the event is for patrons to view a musical performance.
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A "dance" is any event at which the primary purpose of the person conducting or /ating0 er

7

the event is for patrons to dance as that term is commonly defined. However, a "dance" shall nof~e defined

E. "Department" means the Department of Executive

Administratio:n

of th City of Seattle.f

Z
th

,

/

F. "Director" means the Director of the Department of Executive A is axecutive A istration of the City of

to include an event that is a "concert" as that term is defined by this Chapter.

Seattle, or his or her designated representative.

G. "Knowingly" shall have the definition set forth in SeAle Municipal Code Section

12A.04.030 B.

"On-site manager" is the person present at an All- ges Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue)19

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
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23

who is responsible for the direct operation and oversight of
th/dance or venue and supervision of other

employees or workers.

a7in
1. "Person" includes any natural person

i I

addition, a company, corporation, partnership,

governmental entity, non-profit group or unincorporatg/d association.

J. "Public dance" means any dance th is readily accessible to the public.

6.295.045 Age Restrictions and Identificati
,

on requirement-Violation

A. No person conducting or operAting an All Ages Dance or an All Ages Dance Venue shall

permit, either by act or omission, any p~rson known to be under the age of fourteen (14) years of age to

enter or remain on the premises witho, t a parent or guardian of that underage person present.

B. The person conducting or operating an All Ages Dance or an All Ages Dance Venue shall

require identification showing the
/
Age of each person seeking to be admitted.

C. Any person who kno#ingly or recklessly permits a person to entef or remain in any All Ages

Dance in violation of this
chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

24
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to remain in any All Ages Dance in violation of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemean

D. Any person who by affirmative misrepresentation of age obtains admission to or ission

E. For purposes of this Section, a person is known to be fourteen (14) or older

/4
)
lder they present an

t 141 ",

identification card or driver's license issued by the State of Washington or coo parable jurisdiction,

tb

I or

Oro erf'

passport, school identification card, or their equivalent, bearing both aa pphotogg ph aandd the birth date of

c

the individual. Alternatively, a person may be presumed to be fourtee (14) or older if the person

presents identification bearing a photograph showing that the person
7 tudent at a public or private

as

high school.

6.295.050 All-Ages Dance License Required.

g

I

an A

1

A. No person shall conduct or operate an All- ges Dance unless the person who is conducting
ra

'

e

cca
or operating such dance has obtained a license in ace r ance with this Chapter. If a fair, festival or other

of is

ic se dan

r

'A A

/ea
e

i

s I

such event includes one or more separate All-Ages ances, then only one license shall be required pursuant

ter s 11 110

Cl

ope

to this Chapter; provided, however, that eac such AAII-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue must

r

Ij s

uc 1_~

otherwise separately comply with the require ents of this Chapter.

s I c s"

B. The requirements of this apter shall not apply if the All-Ages Dance admits fewer than

two hundred fifty (250) patrons.

C. The requirements of

ty
ls Chapter shall not apply if the All-Ages Dance is sponsored by an

accredited educational institution.

6.295.060 License - Durationz Each license issued by the Director under this Chapter shall expire on the

September 30 next following its issuance. A licensee who desires to renew a license previously issued

under this Chapter shall sub~nit a license renewal application on a form to be supplied by the Director.
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The license renewal application shall include all information required under SMC 6
' 2.95.090.

Information from the licensee's initial licensing application may be incorporated by
refereMdinto

the

license renewal form to the extent such information is unchanged, If this is done, a co of the initial

licensing application shall be attached to the licensing renewal form. The renewal rm shall contain a

Co 0

declaration under penalty of perjury as required by SM C 6.295.090F.

6.295.070 Fees. The fee for a license issued pursuant to this Chapter s I be one hundred twenty dollars

($120). The fee for an initial license obtained after March 30

X
s
h
a
lc

sixty dollars ($60). Persons who

pter s

hold a license issued under former Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle unicipal (Code are exempt from paying a

-
si~~

new license application fee under this section.

6.295.080 Authority of Director. The Director is/tuthorized to:

Make rules for the interpretati
Wl~and

implementation of this Chapter pursuant to the

Administrative Code; and

B. Grant, deny, suspend or
71ke

licenses according to the terms of this Chapter; and

C. Collect fees according t/the terms of this Chapter.

11. LICENSING REQUIREMUNTS AND PROCESS

6.295.090 License Applicati n. The person desiring to conduct or operate an All-Ages Dance shall be

enresponsible for obtaining a 1* ense. The applicant shall complete a license application, which shall include
I

the following:

The n (including any aliases or former names), address, day and evening telephone.

numbers and date of b* h of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, then this information shall

5
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be provided for both the applicant (excepting date of birth) and for the natural person ing the

application on behalf of the applicant, If the applicant is not a natural person, the appli also shall

provide the names (including any aliases or former names), addresses, day and evening t ephone numbers

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

and dates of birth of the limited partners, partners, owners, and principals of the appli

B. A statement of indemnification consistent with Municipal Code S tion 6.295.150.

C. A statement from the applicant that any premises on which e applicant will conduct or

operate any All-Ages Dance will comply with all laws and other leg requirements, including but not

limited to building, land-use, health, planning and fire codes; and statement that the applicant and any

employee or agent thereof will, in the conduct of any All-Ages D ce, comply with all laws and other legal

requirements, including but not limited to the building, land-u
,
health, planning and fire codes.

D. A statement that neither the applicant, n the natural person making the application on

behalf of an applicant that is not a natural person, nor y limited partner, partner, owner or principal of an

applicant that is not a natural person: (1) is curre/tly the subject of a license suspension or revocation

pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 6. 5.160; or (2) has at any time been determined to be a

sexually-violent predator pursuant to RCW C,

.

7 1. 09 or equivalent statute; or (3) has been convicted within

the ten (10) years preceding the filing of ~~e license application of any crime listed in Subsection C of

Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.10 ;or (4) has been convicted within the five (5) years preceding the

nfiling of the license application of a / crime listed in Subsection D of Seattle Municipal Code Section

6.295.100.

he7

E. Such other info ation as the Director requires by rule adopted pursuant to the

Administrative Code for the th, safety and welfare of the patrons of All-Ages Dances and All-Ages

Dance Venues.

24
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F. A certification or declaration under penalty of perjury under the laws of the $ta'~e of

Washington that the information and statements in the application are true and corTect,

owner or principal of an applicant that is not
a,

natural person:

Is currently the subject of a license suspension or revoexion pursuant to Seattle Municipal

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

6.295.100 Approval or Denial of License Application - Grounds. A criminaall ackground check

or

y Inni

will be required. The Director shall grant a license unless the licensee applicc or the natural person

'rim'

/a
n
n

making the application on behalf of an applicant that is not a natural person, or y limited partner, partner,

f

tec

Code Section 6.295.160; or

B. Has, at any time, been determined to be a sexugly-violent predator pursuant to RCW Ch.

71,09 or equivalent statute; or

C. Has been convicted within the ten (10) yeXs preceding the filing of such application of-

I
. Any sexual crime involving

/a
in

o
r

or child as a victim, including but not limited

to: such crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9.68A (s. xual exploitation of children), or RCW Ch. 9A.44 (sex

offenses), or felony crimes charged under RCIA/ Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution), or such'

7

crimes included within RCW
9.94A.030('7~)

(sex offenses), or such crimes included within RCW
I

43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or
oper

persons), or a crime for which a finding of sexual motivation

I

has been made pursuant to RCW
9.94A~

/

27, or extortion for sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.1 10; or

2. An attempt or yOnspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection C, or of

aiding and abetting such crime; or

D. Has, under
eircumshances not requiring license denial pursuant to the preceding Subsections

B and C, been convicted
within~he five (5) years preceding the filing of such application of:
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1. Any felony crime involving the unlawful manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing,

distribution, or the possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a dryg, legend

Act; or

drug, or controlled substance, including but not limited to those crimes charged under

RR~
Ch. 69.41

(legend drugs), RCW Ch. 69.43 (precursor drugs) and RCW Ch. 69.50 (Unifonnnn Con olled Substances

e

2. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.4 10(11), a most serious~Yo

offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(27), a violent offense as defined WRCW 9.94A.030(44), or a

felony with a deadly weapon finding or verdict under RCW 9.94A. 125;

3. Any sexual offense, including but not limit4/to: a sex offense as defined by RCW

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

9.94A.030(37) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a crime for which a findingAf sexual motivation has been made under

RCW 9.94A.127, extortion to obtain sexual favors purs to RCW 9A.56.110, or sexual offenses

included within RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against chil ren or other persons), or felony crimes charged

under RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prosti ion); or

4. An attempt or conspiracy t comirdt any crime as set forth in this Subsection D, or

of aiding and abetting such crime.

6.295.110 Approval or Denial of Lic0se Application - Time Frame. The Director normally shall

approve or deny a license within ten,,(10) business days of the filing of a complete application under

Municipal Code Sections 6.202.1

7
/

and 6.295.090; provided, however, that the Director may take

reasonable additional time for Oproval or denial when necessary to conduct a criminal-history

investigation.

8
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10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

6.295.120 License - Limited to Licensee. Any license issued under this Chapter shall apply a singletp/a

licensee, and shall not be transferable to other persons or licensees. The licensee may use h license at;/ecb

~W

~/s
any All-Ages Dance Venue or Venues; provided, however, that such use shall not exc se the licensee or

venue from compliance with any ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to ch licensee or venue,

including but not limited to building, land-use, planning, health and fire code§~and provided ftuther that

such use shall not result in an extension of the duration of such license.

6.295.125 Readmission fee. No person conducting or operating All Ages Dance or All Ages Dance

Venue shall permit any person under 21 years of age, other th an employee, to leave the dance or venue

and return unless that person pays a readmission fee equ to, or greater than, one half (1/2) the original

price of admission.

6.295.130 Security Personnel. It shall be
th~/bbligation of every licensee under this Chapter to insure:

A. That security personnel are emp~ywd and in attendance at an All-Ages Dance Venue during and

following each All-Ages Dance, in rder to maintain order and ensure compliance with the law.

Specifically, every licensee must p

/v
id

e

two (2) persons who have received formal training in crowd

control and event management, us one (1) additional person so trained for every one hundred (100)C~_ /I

20

21

22

23

24

(250) patrons so admitted.

patrons admitted to the All-Aos Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue in addition to the first two hundred fifty

B. The licensee oy any All Ages Dance which is scheduled to continue after 2:00 A.M. shall hire a

minimum of two (2) o -duty Seattle police officers to be in attendance no later than 2:00 A.M. If the

licensee does not makLher
arrangements to hire off-duty police officers, the licensee shall make a written

I

'

request for such ofr_~uty police officers to be employed through Seattle Security not less than five (5)

9
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business days prior to the All Ages Dance. If Seattle Security does not provide written confirmation
(by

hard copy, electronic mail or facsimile) within forty-eight (48) hours of receiving the req st that the

requested off-duty officers will be available for the dance, the licensee is exempted from requirement to

1

provide any additional security from off-duty Seattle police officers after 2:00 A.M.

All peace officers of the City of Seattle and/or the Director sha

Vha
e free access to All-Ages Dance

fVenues when an All-Ages Dance is being conducted or operate or the purpose of inspection and to

6.295.135 Access-Peace Officers-Director

enforce compliance with the provisions of this Chapter.

6.295.140 On-Site Manager.

It shall be the obligation of every person licensed mder this Chapter to insure that at least one on-site

manager is employed and in attendance at an A -Ages Dance Venue during and following each All-AgesL /
Dance, to be responsible for the direct opera on and oversight of the dance and venue and supervision of

other employees or workers.

6.295.150 Indemnification.

The licensee shall indemnify and old the City harmless from any and all losses, claims, actions or damages

suffered by any person or pe sons by reason of or resulting from any negligence of the licensee or its

agents, employees, or patro s or on account of any act or omission of the licensee in its exercise of its

license or use or occupanF
of any premises in connection with such license. In the event any suit or action

is brought against the
C~'ty, the licensee shall, upon notice of the commencement thereof, defend the same,

at no cost and expense to the City, and promptly satisfy any final judgment adverse to the City or to the City

10
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and the licensee jointly; provided, that in the event the City determines that one (1) or more principles of

governmental or public law are involved, the City retains the right to participate in such action. The above

liability shall not be diminished by the fact, if it be a fact, that any such death, injury, damage, I
s, cost ord a

/eexpense may have been, or may be alleged to have been, contributed to by the negligence of he City or its

_tJ

u I

officers, employees or agents; provided, however, that nothing contained in this section all be construed

in g S' c

as requiring the licensee to indemnify the City against liability for damages arising t of bodily injury to

persons or damage to property caused by or resulting from the sole negligence./f the City, or its officers,

employees or agents.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

i

221

23

24

111. ENFORCEMENT

6.295.160. Suspension or Revocation - Grounds, Duration nd Administrative Appeal.

yA. A license issued pursuant to this Chapter may ee suspended or revoked pursuant to the terms

f

tion

of this Chapter upon a finding that any one (1) or more o

./
'wing violations exist or have occurred:e follo

1 The license was procured by Ya"ud or false representation or omission of material

fact in the license application; or

2. The applicant or licens
,

or natural person who made the license application on

behalf of the applicant or licensee, or any mited partner, partner, owner or principal of the. applicant or

licensee has:

a. Knowi ly made any false statement or given any false information in

connection with an application for ~Iicense; or

b. VdIated
any of the provisions of this Chapter or has committed any act

which is a ground for denial

o
~

/a license issued pursuant to this Chapter; or

I I
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10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

knowingly allowed or

a. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010( ), a most

serious offense as defined. by RCW 9.94A. 03 0(27), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9. 9~A. 03 0(44), or

3. The licensee, or any employee or agent thereof, has

permitted to occur at any All-Ages Dance Venue:

b Any felony sexual offense, including but not limit to a sex offense as

ro t I

defined by RCW 9.94A.030(37) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a felony as

d
e
/f

in
e
e

d
b

b

RRCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual

t no li it d

exploitation of minors) or RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prosti ion), a felony sexual offense

C

included under RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other pe ons), or extortion to obtain sexual

a felony involving the use or display of a deadly weapon; or

favor s pursuant to RCW 9A. 56.110; or

C. Any felony sexual offense invol ing a minor as the victim, or any crime

involving prostitution or promoting prostitution, or indecent posure; or

d. Any act of solicitation for ostitution; or

e. The unlawful possessio of any weapon or firearm; or

4. On three or more occasio s during any one-year period, the licensee or any

employee or agent thereof has knowingly allo,~/ed or.permitted to occur at any All-Ages Dance Venue or

combination of Venues:

a. The unlawA4 possession, consumption, opening, sale, purchase or supplying

of liquor as defined in RCW 66.04. 010(10); or

b. The awful possession, manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing,

distribution, or the possession with
~'

tent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a drug, legend

drug or controlled substance.

12
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For purposes of this Subsection A4, the actions or knowledge of an employee or agent of the licensee shall

be imputed to the licensee; or

5. On three or more occasions during any one-year period, any buildingAtructure or

premises at which the licensee operated or conducted any All-Ages Dance, or any com nation of such

buildings, structures or premises, failed to comply with the building, land-use, pI ing, health or fire

codes.

B. The duration of any suspensions or revocations of licenses issuQ(d under this Chapter shall be

as follows:

10 2.

A 30-day suspension upon the first violation dAing any one-year period;.

A 90-day suspension upon the second sucl)/violation;

I I 3. A one-year revocation upon the third s h violation;

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Provided, however, that if a license is sus nded or revoked because any person listed in

Subsection A 2 of this Seattle Municipal Code Sectio .295.160 has been determined to be a sexually-

violent predator, or has been convicted of a crime set orth in Subsections C or D of Seattle Municipal Code

Section 6.295.100, then the person against wh such finding or conviction has been entered shall be

disqualified from licensing pursuant to this apter, or from being an applicant, a limited partner, partner,

owner or principal of an applicant, or in making an application on behalf of an applicant under this

Chapter, during the relevant periods of disqualification set forth in Subsections B, C or D of Seattleev

Municipal Code Section 6.295.100 andn 6

fu

5u

dProvided furthe
,

that the fourth and subsequent occasions during any one-year period on

which the licensee or any e ployee or agent thereof has knowingly allowed or, permitted to occur thosean

activities set forth in S ection A 4 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, or on which any

building, structure or remises of a licensee has failed to comply with the building, land-use, planning

13
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10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

health or fire codes as set forth in Subsection A 5 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 9 *' 60, each

shall be counted as a separate violation for which a license issued pursuant to this ~ apter may be

1. For each occasion on which it is alleged the licen,5ec, or any employee or agent

suspended or revoked.

C. Notice and Administrative Review

thereof, has knowingly allowed or permitted those activities t forth in Subsection A 4 of this

Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, or on which building, structure or premises has

failed to comply with the building, land-use, planning alth or fire codes as set forth in Subsection

A 5 herein, and which occasion does not con itute a violation for which a license issued

pursuant to this Chapter may be suspended revoked, the Director shall give written notice to

the affected licensee. Such notice shall e mailed or delivered to the licensee within ten (10)

days of such time that the Director w made aware of such occasion.

2. Any such notice s 11 state that the licensee is entitled to a hearing to respond to

the notice and introduce any evide to refute the allegations contained in the notice. Upon written

request filed within ten (10) days er the date of the notice, the Director shall set a hearing date, which

shall be not more than fourtee (14) days from the date of the receipt of the request. Failure to file a

timely written request shall c nstitute waiver of any right to review the notice.

3 The caring shall be held by the Director.

4. e hearing shall be informal, but shall be recorded by electronic means provided

by the Director or his or her designee. Within twenty (20) days of the hearing, the Director or his or her

designee shall is u a written ruling including factual findings and conclusions, with supporting reasons,

affirming,
modiying,

or reversing the notice. The decision shall be mailed by first class mail to the

licensee.

14
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5. The decision of the Director or his or her designee is subject to review by the

Hearing Examiner only during a license suspension or revocation hearing as provided for//~MC

3 6.295.180.

4

10

11

12

13
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6.295.170 Operating without a License.

A. Any person who conducts or operates an All-Ages Dance or All-Ag Dance Venue without

a valid license issued pursuant to this Chapter commits an infraction, the pena for which cannot exceed

$500 (five hundred dollars); provided that if such person previously has bee determined to have committed

such infraction or has been found guilty under this subsection then suc person is guilty of a misdemeanor,

and may be punished by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars 1,000) or by imprisonment for a term

not to exceed ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and impriso ent. Absolute liability is imposed by this

Subsection pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 12A. .100.

B. Any person who has been found to have mmitted an infraction or who is convicted of a

crime pursuant to the above Subsection A is ineligible o apply for an All-Ages Dance license for (30) days

following such finding or conviction.

6.295.180 Appeals of License Denials, Su ensions or Revocations.

tt u

j I

-

A. Appeals from denials, sus nsions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall

e Denia'sSu

be heard and decided by the Hearring

/E
in

e
r.

Except as otherwise provided herein, these appeals shall be

11 p 1(

heard in the manner prescribed 'by,
See le Municipal Code Chapters 3.02 and 6.202.

Within thirty (30) ays after the conclusion of the hearing, the Hearing Examiner shall

prepare a written decision and der. An applicant or licensee aggrieved by the decision may seek judicial

review of that decision, and 4ay do so only by applying for a writ of review in the King County Superior

15
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Court under the provisions of Chapter 7.16 of the Revised Code of Washington. An applicati for a writ

of review must be filed with the Court and served on all parties within fourteen (14) day/of the date the

decision was issued.

IV. MISCELLANEOUS

6.295.190 Music and Youth Commission - Composition and Author

There is established a twelve (12)-memberMusic and outh Commission. The Music and

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Youth Commission shall be housed and administratively sup rtedd within the Office of Economic

cDevelopment or such other department or office as the MM or shall designate. Six (6) Commission

members shall be appointed by majority vote of the City y
u
n
c
il
,

andsix (6) Commission members shall

sup rt

be appointed by the Mayor, as follows:

1. Five (5) of the six (6) Co ssion members appointed by the City Council shall be0

.

7
in

a
tt

issue,

Seattle residents with a demonstrated interest in atters relating to music, dance and all-ages musical and

7

dance events, neighborhood or youth-relat
'

issues, public safety or law-enforcement. To the extente

/sh

possible, these Commission members sh d represent persons of diverse ages and interests, and should

'i hboi

0

represent a variety of the City's nei hborhoods. The City Council also shall endeavor to appoint

Commission members that include
P~ents, youth, musicians, persons involved in conducting or operating

all-ages musical and dance events venues, and members of neighborhood groups. Commission members

appointed under this subsectio may not be employees of the City of Seattle, and will serve without

compensation.

c f

2. Th xth Commission member appointed by the City Council shall be a City

Council member or Coun I sta f person, and may serve on the Commission in this capacity only as long as

16
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5

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2

22

23

24

he or she remains on the City Council or Council staff, subject to the terms of Subsection B of this Sedion
X

6.295.190.

3. The six (6) Commission members appointed by the Mayor shall be eity employees

with a demonstrated expertise in or professional responsibility for law enforcement, p lic safety, musical

events, or youth or neighborhood issues and related matters. Mayoral appointe shall include, among

MP 0 es
,

s

others, representatives from the police department and fire department.

M
/a

y
o

l

appointees may serve on

the Commission in this capacity only as long as they remain City e yees, subject to the terms of

o

C

Subsection B of this Section 6.295.190.

B. Each Commission member shall serve a two (2)-ye rm; provided, however, that three (3)

of the initial City Council appointees and three (3) of the initial ayoral appointees shall serve initial terms

of one (1) year, to provide for staggered terms. Following e initial appointments, the terms of one-half

(1/2) of the Mayoral appointees and one-half (1/2) of t Council appointees shall begin on January I of

even-numbered years, with all other terms beginning n January I of odd-numbered years. No Commission

member may serve more than two (2) consecuti terms. Vacancies shall be filled for the duration of an

unexpired term in the same manner as the ori
*

al appointment. If a person is appointed to fill the duration

of an unexpired term, then that term shall ualify as one (1) of the two (2) consecutive terms only if the

portion of the unexpired term actually s ed is one (1) year or more. If the appointing authority fails to

appoint or re-appoint a person to fill Commission position before the incumbent Comniission member's

,/
,m

b
e

term has expired, then the incumbe may remain in his or her position for a period not to exceed sixty (60)

days until such appointment or e-appointment is made. The authority that appointed a Commission

member may remove that Co ission member at will. The Commission may, by majority vote, remove

from office a Commission in mber who is absent without excuse from three (3) Commission meetings

17
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during any one (I)-year period. The Cominission shall select a chair, and may adopt, promulg;dte, amend

1. To promote and facilitate communication and understandi between and among

_u:~:
all-ages and youth music and dance promoters and licensees, musicians, yo , parents, and governmental

and rescind administrative rules and regulations for its own conduct.

C. The purposes and duties of the Commission are as follows

officials; and:

2. To promote an understanding of laws, policiesAd resources relating to all-ages and

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

youth music and dance events and venues in the City, and to make,11-commendations concerning these laws,~A

policies and resources; and

3. To provide, through its own
~6ad-based membership, an informed opinion

u sconcerning all-ages and youth music and dance
ven/in the City, to complement the work of the City's

elected officials and departments in these areas, d to make recommendations to those elected officials;

n4. When pertinent, to licit public comment on issues relating to all-ages and youth

, I r

music and dance events and venues in th City.n
rt

ni

CIt

D. In January, 2003,

/a
n
d
n
n
u
a
ll
y

thereafter, the Music and Youth Commission shall report

th

to

to the City Council on the impl entation of this Ordinance. This report shall include a review of

s

t

licenses issued, license violatio s and enforcement actions taken, and an assessment of the effectiveness

of this ordinance in carrying t its purposes.

6.295.195 Annual R"ort. The Department shall submit an annual report to the City Council

regarding the operatio7of this ordinance for each of the three years following the effective date of this

ordinance.

18



na.

July 30, 2002

Dance Ordinance (former CB 113373-es-,

(Ver. 4
)

6.295.200 Validity of Licenses Issued under Former Chapter 6.294.'

All licenses issued under former Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.294 prior to th ffective date of

this ordinance, and which otherwise would remain valid, shall remain valid for thirt-/(30) days following

the effective date of this ordinance.

Section 3. All violations occurring, all proceedings begun "'
all notices given under Chapter

6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code as it existed prior to its

r
e

;a
l

by this ordinance shall continue

unaffected by this ordinance.

10

I I

12

Section 4. Severability. The several provisions of is ordinance are declared to be separate and

pseverable and the invalidity of any clause,

sentenc/e,agraph,

subdivision, section, or portion of this

ordinance, or the invalidity of the application there to any person or circumstance, shall not affect the
I

13
1

validity of the remainder of this ordinance --,,( the validity of its application to other persons or
17

14 circumstances.

15

16
1!

Section 5. This ordinance
shaYtake

effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

17 approval by the Mayor, but if
not~pproved

and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

18 presentation, it shall take effect as P/Ovided by Municipal Code Section 1. 04.020.

191 Passed by the City Coun~l the day of And signed by me in open session in

20

21

22

23

24

authentication of its passage thys_ day of

President of the City Council

Approved by me/this day of
I

.

19



na

July 30, 2002

Dance Ordinance (former CB 113373-es,

(Ver. 4 )

Mayor

Filed by me this _ day of 8/9/2002.
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STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
--SS.

149047 No. ORDINANCE IN FULL

City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12'h day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily

Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.

The annexed notice, a

CT:ORDINANCE 120889

was published on

9/6/2002

9/6/2002

Notary public for the State"of Washington,

residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication
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