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ORDINANCE 10~

AN ORDINANCE relating to the City program of low-income rate assistance for water,

wastewater, drainage and solid waste services; revising the qualifications for such

assistance; amending Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.76.030 in connection

therewith; and requiring a study of ways to increase participation in the program.

WHEREAS, the City provides rate assistance to qualified low-income customers with

respect to water, wastewater, drainage and solid waste service from Seattle Public

Utilities ("SPU") and electric service from Seattle City Light ("SCL"); and

WHEREAS, increases in utility costs create considerable financial burdens for low-income

customers who do not qualify for low-income rate assistance; and

WHEREAS, after extensive review and deliberation, in 2001 the City by Ordinance 120275

elected to expand the income criteria for electric service low-income rate assistance

program to extend the benefits of the program to more customers; and

WHEREAS, prior to the expansion of low-income rate assistance eligibility requirements in

2001 the City had not revised nor reviewed the City's eligibility requirements in

more than 10 years;

WHEREAS, the income criteria for low-income rate assistance should be the same for all

City utility services so as deliver services more efficiently through joint

administration and marketing of utility rate assistance; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Paragraph 2 of Subsection A of Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.76.030 is

34 amended as follows:
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21.76.030 Qualification.

2. Has annual income that when combined with the annual income of all household

members does not exceed ((ene Ipandred twenty five two hundredIZOO ~ percent of

the povertylevel for the number of individuals in the household as computed annually by the

U.S. Government or the City; or

Section 2. In order to take advantage of the existing City efforts to enhance participation

in utility low-income rate assistance programs and thereby recognize the efficiencies gained

by setting a uniforni standard across all city utilities, SPU shall work cooperatively with

Seattle City Light, low-income housing providers, low-income customers, and other

agencies to implement the expanded eligibility requirements.

Furthermore, SPU, in cooperation with the Human Services Department ("HSD"), shall

assess participation rates in the low-income rate assistance program with respect to water,

wastewater, drainage and solid waste services and shall develop options and make

recommendations for increasing participation in the program. SPU and HSD shall report to

the Water and Public Health Committee of the City Council no later than December 13,

2



Chris Potter/KE

G:\WaterRates\LIRAreI_vI.doc

8/01/02

Version #1

3

4

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

2002 on their analysis and recommendations for increasing participation rates in the program

of low-income rate assistance for water, wastewater, drainage and solid waste services.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after

its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10)

days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the _LZ~?day of

in opeil...~essio
I

n in authentication of its passage this J2, day of

President of the City Council

Approved by me this I

- day of 2002.
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STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
--ss.

148738 No.

City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily
Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.
The annexed notice, a

CT: 120876 ORD. IN FULL

was published on

8/20/2002

Affidavit of Publication

8/20/2002

Notary public for the State oYWashington,

residing in Seattle
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