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AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Municipal Court; amending Seattle Municipal Code Section

3.33.040; and abolishing certain departments of the Seattle Municipal Court.

BE IT ORDAINED BY TBE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1, Effective January 13, 2003, Departments I I and 12 of the Seattle Municipal Court are

abolished,

Section 2. Effective January 13, 2003, Section 3,33,040 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended

as follows:

3.33.040 Structure.

A. The Municipal Court shall consist of ((tea41-Q))) eight (8) judicial departments, as follows:

1. Departments I -- 3 established pursuant to RCW 35.20.100;

14 2. Departments 4 -- 6 heretofore established pursuant to RCW 35.20. 100 by Ordinances 101811,

15 108666 and 110900;

16 3. Department 7, ((hefeby)) heretofore established pursuant to RCW 35.20, 100; and
i

17 4. Department 10 (('a nigh.11- ((her-eby)) heretofore established pursuant to RCW 35.20.020 and

18 35,20.100((-;

19 5. Depaftment 11, hefeby p-s-ant-to RGAI 35.20.100; and

+- D (~'XXT 1&lt; I n I nr)~)20 -nepffi-lffi-ent 12, hereby established put:sui-an't

21 B. The departments shall be established in such places as may be provided from time to time by the

22 City's legislative authority and each department shall be presided over by a municipal judge. The judges
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shall select, by majority vote, one (1) of their number to act as presiding judge of the Municipal Court

for a term of one (1) year, and he or she shall be responsible for administration of the Court and

assignment of calendars to all departments. A change of venue from one department of the Municipal

Court to another department shall be allowed in accordance with the provisions of RCW 3.66.090 in all

civil and criminal proceedings. Municipal judges shall be elected as provided by law.

Section 3, This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.
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Passed by the City Council the IL11 day of %p,4 egn't e_x
,

2001, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this rAk~~2 day of mb-p-P- 2001.

Approved by me this

Filed by me this3O day of _. ~_"' I

-C~ jko_, 2001.

(Seal)
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City of Seattle

Pau] Sche"U, Mayor

Office of the Mayor

November 8,2001

The Honorable Margaret Pageler, President

Seattle City Council

M/S 01-11-01

Dear Councilmernber Pageler:

I am transmitting legislation to amend the Seattle Municipal Code Section 3,33.040 to abolish Position Nos.

11 and 12 fromthe Seattle Murnicipal Court bench. These are the two most recent positions added. The

passage of 1-747 and the current economic conditions have created the need for $24 million in 2002 budget

cuts and the prospect of further cuts in the next biennium. To accommodate this new reality, the city is faced

with the need to realize efficiencies in all city functions, including those in the third branch of government. I

believe that the caseload reduction in the Municipal Court justifies the reduction I have proposed.

The elimination of these positions allows the Council to act in advance of the July 2002 filing deadline for

the election and also provides the Court with a year's lead-time to reorganize. At least one of the remaining

eight positions (Position No. 2) will be vacant in 2002, which would allow an incumbent judge the

opportunity to run for that position.

The Municipal Court has experienced a consistent and dramatic decrease in cases over the past ten years -

from nearly 48,874 cases in 1991 to 21,777 last year - while the number of judicial positions has remained

constant. Further, the Seattle Municipal Court currently has fewer cases filed per judge than any other

Municipal Court in King County with over 1,500 case filings per year. Eliminating two judicial positions on

the Seattle Municipal Court bench will bring the workload of an SMC judge closer to Countywide averages,
while still affording the Court the staffing resources to continue its important Community Involved Justice

Initiatives. In summary, the legislation proposes a 20% reduction in judicial positions in response to a 55%
reduction in caseload over ten years.

In fact, the data suggests that further analysis may indicate that an additional judicial position could be

eliminated. While I am not including that proposal as part of my package of 2002 budget revisions, I support

the City Council working with the Court and the next Administration to advance recommendations early next

year.

Although the positions cannot be officially eliminated until the end of their terms in December 2002, the

savings associated with not filling the vacant position in 2002 are $228,845 as detailed in the attached fiscal

note,

I appreciate 'the Council's timely consideration of this important ordinance.

The Honorable Judge Jean Rietschel

Paul Schell

Enclosures

cc: Seattle City Council

600 Fourth Avenue, 12th Floor, Seattle, WA 98104-1873

Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811, Fax: (206) 684-5360, E-mail: mayors.office@ci.seattle.wa.us

An equal employment opportunity,
affirmative action employer. Accommodations; for people with disabilities provided upon

! 801-Dr,



Department:

Office of the Mayor

Contact Person/Phone:

Doug Carey/ 4.8067

CBO Analyst/Phone:

Elise Downer/ 4-8076

Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Municipal Court; amending Seattle Municipal
Code Section 3.33.040; and abolishing certain departments of the Seattle Municipal
Court.

Summary of the Legislation:

This ordinance amends Seattle Municipal Code Section 3.33,040 to eliminate Position

Nos. I I and 12 of the Seattle Municipal Court, effective January 1, 2003. Funding for

these positions will not be impacted in 2002. The funding associated with Position No. 2,

which will be vacated at the end of 2001 will be eliminated in 2002. Position No. 2 is

created in State Law and cannot be abrogated by City Ordinance,

Background (Include justification for the legislation and funding history, if

applicable):

The Municipal Court has seen case filings decrease dramatically over the past ten years --

from nearly 48,874 cases in 1991 to 21,777 last year - while the number of judicial

positions has remained constant. Between 1997 and 2001, the Court has also seen

another measure of judicial workload - the number of jury trials held - decrease from 428

to 186. Given the current economic conditions and the need for $24 million in 2002

budget cuts, the City is faced with the need to maximize efficiencies in all departments,

including those in the third branch of government. The Seattle Municipal Court currently

has fewer cases filed per judge than any other Municipal Court in King County with over

2,500 case filings per year. Eliminating two judicial positions on the Seattle Municipal
Court bench will bring SMC Judge's workload closer to Countywide workload averages,

while still affording the Court the resources to continue its important Community
Involved Justice Initiatives.

The legislation will abolish two departments of the Seattle Municipal Court effective in

2003, but will generate savings in 2002 by eliminating two positions (a Bailiff and a

Clerk), capturing salary savings from the vacant judicial position, and reducing other

funds (Pro-Tem and Bailiff Relief). All funding cuts in 2002 are tied directly to the

vacancy in Position No. 2.

Public Private Partnership Review Status:

Is the project referenced in the legislation subject to P4 review? If yes, identify P4 review

to date.

N/A



Is the legislation subject to public hearing requirements? If yes, what public hearings

have been held to date?

N/A

Fiscal Sustainability Issues (related to grant awards):

N/A

Estimated Expenditure Impacts:

FUND (List and/or Account) 2001 2002 2003

1,42000 (Reduce one Judicial Po~-Jhon) -$117,631 -$235,262

M2000 (Reduce -Pro-Ten-t fimid's,
- I - ------------------ _-- -$ 11,042 -$ 22,084

M2000 IkReducc BailiffPosltion) -$ 51,752 -$103,504

M2 `00 R~::d B~:,-, R~~Iief B,; ~ I
i

fl, Funds) -$ 2,700 -$ 5,400

M)0 00 (Rccitice Court CI erk Position) -$ 45,720 -$ 91,440

L TOTAL -$228,845 .$4571690

One-time $ On-going ____-$228,845/position

Estimated Revenue Impacts:

FUND---(List # and/or Account) 2001 2002 2003

TOTAL

One-time $ On-going $_____~N/A

Estimated FTE Impacts:

FUND 2001 2002 2003

Reduct~ Jludicil', Position -2.0

Reduc,_~ B~,,; tiff 11"osi'ion -1.0 -2.0

Reduce C;~ei-k Position -1.0 -2.0

TOTAL -2.0 .6.0

# Full Time _-3.0 in 2002 and -6.0 in 2003----jt Part Time # TES

Do positions sunset in the future? If yes, identify sunset date?

No new positions will be added, Position eliminations are ongoing.

Other Issues (including long-term implications of the legislation):

The Executive will work with the Court, Law Department and Council to determine other

effects of the judicial position reduction. Specifically, the workload of the Law

Department's CriminalDivision, the contract for indigent defense, and the contract for



jail services could be affected, depending on how the Court organizes its work with nine

judges.

There has been a steady decrease in the number of cases filed in the Seattle Municipal
Court over the last ten years. It now appears that the number of case filings is leveling off

somewhat. If the consistent ten-year trend is reversed in future years due to economic

conditions, population increases, the crime rate, etc., a future Mayor and Council may
choose to re-evaluate the optimal number of judicial positions needed to guarantee the

Court's continued success in meeting its mission.
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINNNCE relating to the Seattle Municipal Court; amending Seattle Municipal Code Section

3.33.04p,; and abolishing certain departments of the Seattle Municipal Court.

BE IT ORDAINED\BY TIHE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Effective January 1, 2003, Departments I I and 12 of the Seattle Municipal Court are
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abolished.

Section 2. Effective Jan" 1, 2003, Section 3.33.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as

follows:

3.33.040 Structure.

A. The Municipal Court shall consist of ei ht 8 judicial departments, as follows:

1. Departments 1 -- 3 established pursuant ~q RCW 35.20. 100;

2. Departments 4 -- 6 heretofore established pu uant to RCW 35.20.100 by Ordinances 101811,IT

108666 and 110900;

3. Department 7, ((her-eb )) heretofore established
purXuant

to RCW 35.20.100; and

17 4. Department 10 (((a night eeu )), ((hmeb~)) heretofore\~stablished pursuant to RCW 35.20.020 and

18 35.20.100((--;

19 5. Pepai4ment 11, her-eby esta-bhshe~

20 6. Pepaf~ment 12, hefeby established pupstiant to RGSAI 25.20.100)).

21 B. The departments shall be established in such places as may be provid me to time by thele

22 City's legislative authority and each department shall be presided over b paljudge. Thejudges

23
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shall
sbj~~t,

by majority vote, one (1) of their number to act as presiding judge of the Municipal Court

for a term one (1) year, and he or she shall be responsible for administration of the Court and

assignment of c endars to all departments. A change of venue from one department of the Municipal

one ' e r'

'rJ I

I c

Court to another\dement shall be allowed in accordance with the provisions of RCW 3.66.090 in all

civil and criminal proce ings. Municipal judges shall be elected as provided by law.

Section 3. This ordinani~ce shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not
atTroved

and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provlqed by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.
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Passed by the City Council the - d4y of -, 2001, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this - k of 2001.

President- bf the City Council

Approved by me this day of 2001.

Mayor

Filed by me this- day of --,2001.

City Clerk

Seal)



STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
--ss.

139186 No. ORDINANCE IN FULL
City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12t' day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily
Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.
The annexed notice, a

CT: 120655 ORD. IN FULL

was published on

12/14/01

12/17101

Notary public for tl9 State of Washington,

residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication



State of Washington, King County

C'Jtyof Seattle
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