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AN ORDINANCE relating to the City’s process for permitting special events; adding a new definitions
section to Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 15.52; adding a definition of a “special event”; and
amending various sections of SMC Chapter 15.52 pertaining thereto.

WHEREAS, the City’s Special Events Ordinance (SMC Chapter 15.52) has served Seattle well since its
enactment in 1991, providing the framework within which the Special Events Committee has
annually issued approximately 200 special event permits for a wide variety of events that have
immeasurably enriched our community; and

WHEREAS, the Special Events Committee, while issuing permits for approximately 2000 events in the
last ten years, has denied few applications and has facilitated for more than a decade the exercise
of our valued rights of assembly and free expression; and

WHEREAS, the primary purpose of parks is to provide the public the opportunity to enjoy natural
beauty and recreational opportunities and the primary purpose of streets and sidewalks is to
provide a public right of way for a wide variety of transportation uses; and

WHERFEAS, another important use of parks, streets, sidewalks, and other public places is to provide
venues for a wide variety of public events and for the public to exercise their rights of free
speech and assembly; and

'WHEREAS, most events in public places require no special event permit, but some require considerable

advance planning by more than one City department, sometimes in conjuncticn with other
governmental agencies, in order to adequately protect public safety; and

WHEREAS, the City has a compelling need to coordinate its planning for proposed special events in
order to protect public health and safety and reduce adverse impacts such as noise, congestion,
traffic, and parking problems, while guaranteeing the public’s rights to free speech and
assembly; and

WHEREAS, the 2001 Mardi Gras event, which resulted in a tragic loss of life and dozens of arrests, had
neither applied for nor received any special event permit, and this has galvanized public concern
about accountability for events that generate large crowds, cause street closures, and require
large numbers of police to restore order; ang

WHEREAS, the Mayor empanelled representatives of citizen groups to look at these issues, including a
Special Events Task force which focused on potential improvements in the Special Events
Ordinance; and
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WHEREAS, the City has no interest in regulating events that take place on private property, but does
have an interest in regulating and planning for that portion of an event that occurs in public
places such as parks, streets, and sidewalks; and

WHEREAS, the Special Events Task Force recommended changes be made to the Special Events
Ordinance, clarifying that events that may occur at least in part on private property may also
have a substantial impact on public places and require substantial public services such as police
for crowd or traffic control; and

WHEREAS, if a proposed event is reasonably anticipated to take place at least in part in public places
and to require substantial public services to deal with the impacts of the event on those public
places (such as the reallocation of police personnel from their standard assignments in other
geographic areas of the City thereby potentially jeopardizing essential police/public safety
services to those neighborhoods), the City has a legitimate interest in requiring the event
organizer to plan for the event’s impact upon those public places and to apply for and receive a
special event permit; and

WHEREAS, the Special Events Committee, working with organizers of proposed events, develops
reasonable permit conditions in order to protect public health and safety and reduce adverse
impacts such as noise, traffic, and parking problems, while guaranteeing the public’s rights to
free speech and assembly; and

WHEREAS, the City has no interest in basing special event permitting decisions, including decisions
regarding reasonable permit conditions, on the viewpoint or message of the proposed event, but
does have the responsibility to develop reasonable and effective permit conditions based upon
such public safety factors as anticipated crowd size; the nature of the event; anticipated crowd,
pedestrian, and traffic control issues; anticipated noise, congestion, and parking problems; and
the history of problems associated with the event or similar events and the event’s or event
organizer’s compliance with previous permit conditions designed to deal with those issues and
problems; and

WHEREAS, the City wants to provide event organizers with an efficient permitting process, and when
permits are denied, prompt administrative review of permit denials; and

WHEREAS, the City Council encourages the Special Events Committee to complete by January 31,
2002, its currently planned review of its present rules and guidelines for implementing the
Special Events Ordinance; Now therefore:

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
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Section 1. A new section, entitled “SMC 15.52.005 Definitions,” is hereby added to Chapter
15.52 as follows:
Section 15.52.005 Definitions.
The following terms, when used in this chapter, shall have the following meanings:
A. “Special Event” means:
1. An event planned to be held in a park or other public place that meets all three of the
following criteria:
(a) is reasonably expected to cause or result in more than fifty (50) people gathering in a park
or other public place; and
(b) is reasonably expected to have a substantial impact on such park or other public place;
and
{c) is reasonably expected to réquire the provision of substantial public services; or
2. Anevent planned to be held on private property that meets all three of the following criteria:
(a) is reasonably expected to cause or result in more than five hundred (500) people
gathering in a park or other public place; and
(b) is reasonably expected to have a substantial impact on such park or other public place;
and
(c) is reasbnably expected to require the provision of substantial public services; or
3. Any other planned event in a park or other public place if the event organizer requests the
City to provide any public services in addition to those that would normally be provided by

the City in the absence of the event.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

11/19/01 MSL
113801-vS
{Ver. 5)

B. “Park” and “public place” mean as those terms are defined in SMC Chapters 18.12 and 15.02,
respectively.

C. “Substantial impact on a park or other public place” means an event would preclude in whole or in
significant part the public’s normal and customary use of such park or public place.

D. “Substantial public services” means a material increase in the amount, scope, or level of necessary
fire, police, traffic control, crowd control, or other public services above those that would normally be
required without the event. With respect to police resources, “substanﬁal public services” means
resources for crowd managemeﬁt or traffic control required for the event over and above the normal
deployment of police in that geographic area of the city at the time of day during which the event will

occur.

Section 2. SMC 15.52.010, Ordinance No. 115982, is amended to read as follows:
Section 15.52.010 Special Events Committee.

There is hereby established a Special Events Committee to identify in coordination

((ceordinate)) with City departments and other governmental entities the ((previsien)) nature and scope

of governmental services necessary for special events ((eceurring-in-parks-or-public-places-that-may

)) as defined in this chapter; to issue special
event permits for such events; to determine appropriate terms and conditions for such permits; to set the
applicable fees; and to administer this .chapter.

Section 3. SMC 15.52.030, Ordinance No. 115982, is amended to read as follows:

SMC 15.52.030 Powers of Special Events Committee.

The Special Events Committee shall have the power:
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A. To interpret and administer this chapter, to establish criteria for determining whether an event

meets the definition of a special event, to determine whether an event requires a special event permit,

and to require, receive, and process applications for such permits;

B. To represent the City, under the supervision of the Mayor, in discussions and in making

agreements with persons who_propose an ((present-)) event that may require a special event permit

C. To ((ecordinate)) identify, in coordination with City departments and with other governmental

entities, ((governments)) the ((prevision)) nature and scope of governmental services necessary for such

special events;

D. To issue special event permits for special events; determine appropriate terms and conditions as
contemplated by Section 15.52.040; require, review and apprbve security, crowd control ((ex)) and
traffic control plans; identify the appropriate fee or, if applicable, apply an exemption in Section
15.52.080 or an exclusion in Section 15.52.090; accept a bond, escrow account or letter of credit from a

financial institution in lieu of an advance deposit of a fee; determine the appropriate insurance coverage

(with the City as a named insured) that an event must obtain and require proof of compliance; work with

the applicant and the Police Department to ((provide-security-under)) develop an approved security

plan;(()) and as authorized by Section 15.52.070 E ((+5-50:676-E)), grant a refund of a fee paid;

E. To deny an application, issue a permit on contingency or conditions, and/or revoke a permit as
contemplated by Section 15.52.060, and as consistent with Section 15.52.040;

F. To promulgate rules in accordance with the Administrative Code, Chapter 3.02, to implement this
chapter, and to promulgate a schedule of base fees, rounded to the nearest Fifty Dollars ($50.00), to

reflect adjustments in the Consumer Price Index as contemplated by subsection A of Section 15.52.070;
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G. To review the fee schedule and event classification periodically((every-yeas)), project revenues,
and submit recommendations to the Mayor in the City ((annual))budget process;

H. To adopt rules for its own procedures; establish subcommittees for assignments; select a voting
member to preside in the absence of its chair; and delegate ministerial functions to City departments;
and

1. To perform such other functions as may be assigned by ordinance from time to time.

Section 4. SMC 15.52.040, last amended by Ordinance No. 118409, is further amended to
read as follows:
SMC 15.52.040 Special Event Permits Required.
A. A special event permit or authorization from the Special Events Committee is required for any

special event, as defined in this chapter, except that no special event permit shall be required if the event

sponsor, organizer, or other party and the City have entered into a written agreement covering the same

matters as would otherwise be included in a special event permit for such an event. ((in-a-park-erpublie

eentrok)) Such special event permit shall be in addition to any street or park use permit, or other regular
permits as may be required by ordinance.

B. To avoid duplication, when a special event permit covers the subject matter to their satisfaction,
the Director of Transportation and/or as to parks, park drives, and boulevards, the Superintendent of
Parks and Recreation, respectively, may waive issuing a separate street use permit or park use permit.

C. When a special event permit is required, no street use permit shall issue under this title, nor shall a
park use permit issue pursuant to Title 18, for such an event until the Special Events Committee has

issued its special event permit therefor or otherwise authorized the issuance of the departmental permits,
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unless pursuant to subsection B the Director and/or the Superintendent waive issuance of separate
permits.

D. When a special event permit is required, the Special Events Committee shall, after reviewing the

application and if necessary meeting with the organizer, advise the organizer of all other permits that

appear to be required for the event based on information contained in the application; and assist the

organizer in contacting other departments to apply for all other permits in a timely manner.

((®)) E. When such an event will be an exercise of rights protected by the First and
Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution, or Article I, Sections 3, 4, 5, or 11 of the
Washington Constitution, the application shall be processed promptly, without charging a fee for
political or religious activities or imposing terms or conditions that infringe constitutional freedoms, and
in 2 manner that respects the liberties of applicants and the public.

Section 5. SMC 15.52.050, Ordinance No. 115982, is amended to read as follows:
SMC 15.52.050 Conditions Authorized.

The Special Events Committee may include in a special event permit, among other provisions,

reasonable terms or conditions as to the time, place and manner of the event; the implementation of a

plan presented by the applicant and approved by the Committee for crowd control, traffic control, and

security; compliance with health and sanitary regulations as explicated by the Seattle-King County
Health Department for the event; coordination with the Fire Department or medical personnel for
emergency {reatment and evacuation of people who may need immediate care, cardio-pulmonary
resuscitation or ambulance service; emergency communication; fire suppression equipment with
structures; maintenance of unobstructed emergency passageways; and, where traffic congestion may be

anticipated, encouraging the use of transit and car pooling. In determining conditions, the Special

Events Committee shall consider anticipated impacts of the event based on an assessment of the event,
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including size, scope, complexity, and history as well as the event’s or event organizer’s successful

implementation of conditions included in previous permits. Conditions shall be based upon projected

impacts on public safety, public places and public services, but shall not be based upon the programming

content of the event or message that the proposed event may convey.

In order to accommodate other concurrent events, the rights of abutting owners and the needs
of the public to use streets or parks, the conditions may include, but are not limited to, reasonable
adjustments in the date, time, route or location of the proposed event; accommodations of pedestrian or
vehicular traffic using the street; and limitations on the duration of the event.

Section 6. SMC 15.52.060, Ordinance No. 115982, is amended to read as follows:

SMC 15.52.060 Processing, Denial, Revocation of Permit.

A. Processing. To assist the City in planning for and assigning its police, fire, and other department
personnel, the ((produeess)) organizers of events subject to a special event permit are encouraged to
submit their applications at least three (3) months before the scheduled event; and the Special Events
Committee shall process such application within sixty (60) days of the application, if practicable.

B. Denial. The Special Events Committee may deny an application for a special event permit if:

1. The applicant supplies false or misleading information; the applicant fails to complete the
application or to supply other required information or documents; or the applicant declares or shows an
unwillingness or inability to comply with reasonable terms or conditions contained in the proposed
permit;

2. The proposed event ((would-confliet-with-anether)) is proximate to another previously

permitted or previously scheduled exempt event((;)) so that the combined impacts and reguired public

services exceed what the City, after reasonable efforts have been made to accommodate both events, can
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reasonably provide; or the proposed event would interfere with construction or maintenance work in the

immediate vicinity, or unreasonably infringe upon the rights of abﬁtting properties; or

3. The proposed event would unreasonably disrupt the orderly or safe circulation of traffic as
would present an unreasonable risk of injury or damage to the public.

In the event subsection 2 or 3, above, applies, the Special Events Committee shail offer the
applicant the opportunity to submit an alternative date or place for the proposed event before denying

the application.

If the Special Events Committee denies an application, the Committee shall state in writing the

reasons for its denial.

C. Revocation. The Special Events Committee may cancel or revoke a permit already issued(())
upon written notice to the applicant stating the grounds for revocation if:

1. The applicant, in the information supplied, has made misstatement of a material fact; the
applicant has failed to fulfill a term or condition of the permit in a timely manner; or the check
submitted by an applicant in payment of the fee for a permit has been dishonored;

2. The applicant requests the cancellation of the permit or cancels the event; or

3. An emergency or supervening occurrence requires the cancellation or termination of the
event in order to protect the public health or safety.

The City shall refund the permit fee in the event of a revocation caused by an emergency or
supervening occurrence; the City shall refund the balance of the fee less its costs incurred if the
cancellation occurs at the request of an applicant who is in compliance with this chapter.

D. Administrative Review. An applicant may request an administrative review of a Special Events

Committee denial of a special events permit application, or conditions placed upon a permit that the

applicant alleges are unconstitutional or will prevent the applicant from holding the proposed event.
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Such a review shall be conducted by an Administrative Review Committee, comprised of the

Superintendent of Parks and Recreation, the Director of Transportation, and the Fire Chief, or their

deputies, provided that if the deputy is a member of the Special Events Committee, then the department

head shall serve on the Administrative Review Committee. A request for an administrative review shall

be made to the Special Events Committee in writing within three (3) business days after the denial or

issuance of the permit with conditions. The Administrative Review Committee shall issue its decision

within five (5) business days of its receipt of the request for review,

Section 7. The Special Events Committee shall complete its currently planned review of its
present rules and guidelines for implementing the special events ordinance and shall submit a report
thereon to the City Council by January 31, 2002, and place the rules and guidelines on the internet and
widely distribute them in printed form. The Public Safety Committee will review the rules and
guidelines and accept public testimony at its next meeting.

Section 8. The Executive shall prepare a proposal for implementing an integrated “one-stop
shopping” approach for applications for special events and shall present that proposal to the City Council
within six (6) months of the effective date of this ordinance.

Section 9. The Executive shall report to the City Council after six (6) months’ experience under
these amendments to the Special Events Ordinance. A written report shall be submitted to the President of
the Council, with copies to all Councilmembers, within sixty (60) days after the six-month anniversary of
the effective date of this ordinance, and the Council may schedule a briefing in the appropriate committee.
The report should include at least the following:

a. The number of events that required special event permit applications under SMC Section

15.52.005.A.2 (which includes in the definition of “special event” certain events planned to be

10
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held on private property), and a description of each such event and the reason it required a
special event permit application.
b. A description of any special event permit applications that were denied or revoked during the
six-month period.
¢. A discussion of any issues that arose in interpreting the language of this ordinance during the
six-month period.
d. Suggestions for additional amendments to the Special Events Ordinance or to the Special
Events Handbook.
Section 10. Any act taken consistent with the authority and prior to the effective date of this
ordinance is hereby ratified and confirmed.
Section 11. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its
approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the Eﬁgﬁ day of i@ sesined.., 2001, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this s day of _{lonemines 2001

‘ l!{/ N -«—{j Q%gm,

-..-.,.,h

President of the Clty Council

- a
Approved by me this 28 day W \;% , 2001.

N ayor
Filed by me this pe1/5:) D gy of me . 200 .
% i ~
| > *’3’ Ldith 7 f"\i( A e
‘ {‘/ ,j E City Clerk
(Seal) - L
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Office of the Mayor

August 10, 2001 %

Margaret Pageler, City Council President L B
Jim Compton, Chair, Public Safety and Technology Committee

City of Seattle

600 Fourth Avenue, 11" Floor

Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Council President Pageler and Councilmember Compton:

Please find attached for the Council’s consideration a proposed ordinance that amends
SMC 15.52, the City’s existing “Special Events” ordinance. The changes proposed will
help establish clear lines of accountability for the success of large special events, as well as
closer collaboration between event planners and the City. My primary goal in this
legislation is not to hinder the creative development of the thousands of small, community-
based special events each year; but, rather, to better ensure safe large events. The intent of
these proposed changes is to create a mutually beneficial collaborative framework between
the City and event sponsors that enables all events to succeed through thoughtful planning.

Shortly after the alcohol-fueled violence that took place in Pioneer Square in February, I
formed three citizen task forces to look into the event and give me recommendations on
how this tragedy could be avoided in the future. The proposed legislation that I am
forwarding to you for your consideration was one of the key recommendations from the
Special Events Task Force. After reviewing the recommendations from all three task
forces, I am convinced that this legislation is critical to giving the City legal authority to
better ensure public safety during large events that spill onto our sidewalks.

As you know, Seattle has a rich history of successful special events in our city, drawing
thousands of people together from varied backgrounds. These events are extremely
important to the health and well being of our community. They build a sense of belonging
and community pride. It is critical for the City to nurture and support events that build our
community connections, while, at the same time, ensuring that the events are as safe as
possible and that there is public accountability.

The Special Events Task Force thoroughly reviewed the City’s current process for
permitting special events. It identified best practices as well as gaps in the current process.
The amendments that I am proposing reflect a number of the recommendations made by
the task force. The essence of these changes is: -

1. A new definition of “Special Event” to include events that occur wholly, or in part,
within parks or other public places as well as events that are likely to have a substantial
impact (spill over) on a park or other public place.

600 Fourth Avenue, 12th Floor, Seattle, WA 98104-1873

Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811, Fax: (206) 684-5360, E-mail: mayors.office @ci.seattle. wa.us
An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request.




Council President Pageler and Councilmember Compton
August 10, 2001
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2. Clearer language on the need for public services for special events, such as fire, police,
traffic control, etc.

3. The creation of a new administrative review process for applicants whose applications
for special event permits have been denied.

4. Authorization for the Special Events Committee to look at the event/event organizer’s
compliance with previous permits when considering applications for new permits.

The changes to this ordinance are just one of a number of steps that we need to take to
~ ensure that large events in Seattle are as safe as possible for the participants, the general
public, and our police officers. I also intend to pursue other recommendations of the
Special Events Task Force, including increasing resources to the Special Events
Committee to better coordinate, track, screen, review, and permit special events, as well as
improved customer service measures to make the process easier to navigate for event
organizers.

Please contact Glenn Whitham (684-8036), who helped me coordinate the three Mardi
Gras Task Forces, Virginia Anderson (684-7330), the Chair of the Special Events Task
Force, or Virginia Swanson (684-8017), the Chair of the Special Events Committee, if you
have any questions or concerns. Thank you for your consideration of this important
legislation.

Very truly yours, ‘

cc: City Council Members
Maud Daudon, Deputy Mayor
Tom Byers, Deputy Mayor
Chuck Clarke, Deputy Mayor
Virginia Anderson, Director, Seattle Center
Glenn Whitham, Strategic Planning Office
Virginia Swanson, Department of Parks & Recreation
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the City’s process for permitting special events; adding a new definitions
section to Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 15.52; adding a definition of a “spemal event”; and amending
various sections of SMC Chapter 15.52 pertaining thereto. ;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. A new section, entitled “SMC 15.52.050 Deﬁnitigﬁs,” is hereby added to Chapter
15.52 as follows: P

Section 15.52.005 Definitions.

7
5

/
The following terms, when used in this chapter, ’fs}}all have the following meanings unless the

context clearly provides otherwise:

A. “Special Event” means an event that:

1. occurs in whole or in part in a park or giier public place or is reasonably expected to have a
substantial impact on a park or other public piaée, and,

2. is reasonably expected to require the provision of substantial puﬁlic services.
“Park” and “public place” mean as those terms are defined in SMC Chapters 18.12 and 15.02,
respectively. :-’

B. “Substantial impact on a park oréther public place” means an event would cause a significant
interference with the ability of the gféi‘leral public to use a park or other public place or would create a
significant adverse impact on the p’ilysical characteristics of a park or other public place.

C. “Substantial public service;si’ means a material increase in the amount, scope, or level of necessary
Fire, Police, traffic control, crq}‘izd control, or other public services above those that would normally be

required without the event.

Section 2. SMC 15.52.010, Ordinance No. 115982, is amended to read as follows:
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Section 15.52.010 Special Events Committee..

There is hereby established a Special Events Commiittee to identify, in coordipaﬁon with City

departments and other governmental entities, the ((provision-))nature and scope of .gof'vernmenta}

services necessary for special events ((

efficers-to-provide-erowd-ortraffic-control)) as defined in this chapter; to isShe special event permits for

such events; to determine appropriate terms and conditions for such perrfiits; to set the applicable fees;

and to administer‘ this chapter. (
Section 3. SMC 15.52.030, Ordinance No. 115982, isﬁéinended ‘id read as follows:
SMC 15.52.030 Powers of Special Events Compi&tee.
The Special Events Committee shall have the g.d;;ver:

A. To interpret and administer this chapter, to estalt;ﬂsh criteria for determining whether an event

meets the definition of a special event, to determing whether an event requires a special event permit,

and to require, receive, and process anpiications’jfor’ such permits;
B. To represent the City, under the super\(j’éion of the Mayor, in discussions and in making

agreements with persons who present a p’régosed event that may require a special events permit ((pelice

C. To identify, in coordination with City departments and other governmental entities,

((governments)) the ((ﬁfeﬁsien—))ﬁature and scope of governmental services necessary for such special

events;

D. To issue special event ﬁermits for special events; determine appropriate terms and conditions as
contemplated by Section 15.52.040; require, review and approve security, crowd control ((er)) and

traffic control plans; identify the appropriate fee or, if applicable, apply an exemption in Section .
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15.52.080 or an exclusion in Section 15.52.090; accept a bond, escrow account or letter of credit from a
financial institution in lieu of an advance deposit of a fee; determine the appropriate insurance coverage

(with the City as a named_insured) that an event must obtain, and require proof of compliance; work

with the applicant and the Police Department to develop ((preﬁée—see’cuziﬁhm&éefé))an approved security

plan, and as authorized by Section 15.50.070 E, grant a refund of a fee paid;ﬂ

E. To deny an application, issue a permit on contingency or conditiogfs; and/or revoke a permit as
contemplated by Section 15.52.60, and as consistent with Section 1_5:52.40;

F. To promulgate rules in accordance with the Administrative ’C;de, Chapter 3.02, to implement this
chapter, and to promulgate a schedule of base fees, rounded tg"ﬁ’le nearest Fifty Dollars ($50.00), to
reflect adjustments in the Consumer Price Index as conterppiéted by subsection A of Section 15.52.070;

G. To review the fee schedule and event classiﬁcatiqnﬁevery year, project revenues, and submit
recommendations to the Mayor in the City annual b};dget process;

H. To adopt rules for its own procedures; esta’q}iéh subcommittees for assignments; select a voting
member to preside in the ébsence of its chair; far"l‘rd delegate ministerial functions to City departments;
- .

I. To perform such other functions as may be assigned by ordinance from time to time.

Section 4. SMC 15.52.040, last amended by Ordinance No. 118409, is further amended to
read as follows: If
SMC 15.52.040 Special Event Permits Required.

A. A special event permit or authorization from the Special Events Committee is required for any

special event, as defined in this chapter. ((i

-)) Such special event permit shall

be in addition to any street or park use, or other regular permits as may be required by ordinance.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

07/26/01
crowdco2.doc
(Ver. )

B. Tb avoid duplication, when a special event permit covers the subject matter to their satisfdétion,
the Director of Transportation and/or as to parks, park drives, and boulevards, the Superinteﬁdent of
Parks and Recreation, respectively, may waive issuing a separate use permit or park use i)ermit.

C. When a special event permit is required, no street use permit shall issue undfzr’ this title, nor shall a
park use permit issue pursuant to Title 18 for such an event until the Special Eyéﬁts Committee has
issued its special event permit therefor or otherwise authorized the issuancﬂ,e i;f the departmental permits,
unless pursuant to subsection B the Director and/or the Superintendentwk;c‘live issuance of separate
permits.

D. When such an event will be an exercise of rights protectedn_b'; the First and Fourteenth
Amendments to the United States Constitution, or Article I, S.éétions 3,4, 5, or 11 of the Washington
Constitution, the application shall be processed promptly, w1thout charging a fee for political or
religious activities or imposing terms or conditions that mfnnge constitutional freedoms, and in a
manner that respects the liberties of applicants and the public.

Section 5. SMC 15.52. 050 Ordmance No 115982, is amended to read as follows:
SMC 15.52.050 Conditions Authorlzed
The Special Events Committee may include in a special event permit, among other provisions,
reasonable terms or conditions as to the._ti;ne, place- and manner of the event; the implementatibn ofa

plan presented by the applicant and apiﬁroved by the Committee for crowd control, traffic control, and

security; compliance with health aqd sanitary regulations as explicated by the Seattle-King County
Health Department for the event; g:’;)ordination with the Fire Department or medical personnel for
emergency treatment and evacuq’éion of people who may need immediate care, cardio-pulmonary
resuscitation or ambulance service; emergency communication; fire suppression equipment with

structures; maintenance of unobstructed emergency passageways; and, where traffic congestion may be

AR

{/’%@@




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

07/26/01
crowdco2.doc
{Ver. }

anticipated, encouraging the use of transit and car pooling. Conditions shall be based on the Special

Events Committee’s assessment of the planned event, including the size, nature, and history of the event,

and the event or event organizer’s compliance with conditions included in previous permits.

In order to accommodate other concurrent events, the rights of abutting owners and the needs
of the public to use streets or parks, the conditions may include, but are not limited to, reasonable
adjustments in the date, time, route or location of the proposed event; accommodations of pedestrian or
vehicular traffic using the street; and limitations on the duration of the event.

Section 6. SMC 15.52.060, Ordinance No. 115982, is amended to read as follows:

SMC 15.52.060 Processing, Denial, Revocation of Permit.

A. Processing. To assist the City in planning for and assi gning'ifs police, fire, and other department
personnel, the producers of events subject to a special event p_e’ﬁnit are encouraged to submit their
applications at least three (3) months before the scheduledn_-e’;e_nt; and the Special Events Committee
shall process such application within sixty (60) days of the application, if practicable.

B. Denial. The Special Events Committee may den}; an application for a special event permit if:

1. The applicant supplies false or misleaﬁding information; the applicant fails to complete the
application or to supply other required informatigﬁ or documents; or the applicant declares or shows an
unwillingness or inability to comply with reasqf;able terms or conditions contained in the proposed
permit; |

2. The proposed event would cqfiﬂict with another proximate event, interfere with
construction or maintenance work in the vi;nmediate vicinity, or unreasonably infringe upon the rights of
abutting properties; or

3. The proposed event would unreasonably disrupt the orderly or safe circulation of traffic as

would present an unreasonable risk of injury or damage to the public.
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In the event subsection 2 or 3, above, applies, the Special Events Committee shall offer the
applicant the opportunity to submit an alternative date or place for the proposed event before denying
the application.

C. Revocation. The Special Events Committee may cancel or revoke a permit already issued, upon
written notice to the applicant stating the grounds for revocation if:

1. The applicant, in the information supplied, has made misstatement of a material fact; the
applicant has failed to fulfill a term or condition of the permit in a timéiy manner; or the check
subrrﬁtted by an applicant in payment of the fee for a permit has beéﬁ dishonored;

2. The applicant requests the cancellation of the perrmt or cancels the event; or

3. An emergency or supervening occurrence requires the cancellation or termination of the
event in order to protect the public health or safety.

The City shall refund the permit fee in the e:\?ént of a revocation caused by an emergency or
supervening occurrence; the City shall refund the .bz;lance of the fee less its costs incurred if the

cancellation occurs at the request of an applicant who is in compliance with this chapter.

D. Administrative Review. An applicant rﬁav request an administrative review of a Special Events

Committee denial of a special events pen‘n‘it application. Such a review shall be conducted by an

Administrative Review Committee combrised of the Superintendent 6f Parks and Recreation, the

Director of Transportation, and the Eire Chief, or their respective designees. A request for an

administrative review shall be madé to the Special Events Committee in writing within three (3)

business days after the denial. The Review Committee shall issue its decision within five {(5) business

days of its receipt of the requcét for review.
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Section 7. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its
approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after
presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020. |

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2001, and s_igned by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this day of , 2001
President of the City Counpﬂ
Approved by me this day of , 200;1"‘."\
,—/JJ
Mayor
Filed by me this day of /2001
City Clerk

(Seal)




An Ordinance relating to the City’s process for permitting special events; adding a new
definitions section to Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 15.52; adding a definition of a
“special event”; and amending various sections of SMC Chapter 15.52 pertaining thereto.

.




' Margaret Carter - Special Evemts Ordir~"e Amendments Page 1

From: Lyn Tangen

To: Allen, George; Carter, Margaret

Date: 8/7/01 11:10AM .
Subject: Special Evemts Ordinance Amendments

Attached is the title for the ordinance amending SMC 15.52. The complete text of the amendment will
follow. Please call me if you have any questions or problems. Thanks for your help.

Lyn Tangen

Legal Counsel, Mayor's Office

206.615.1473

This communication is privileged and confidential. If you are not the named recipient, please notify me you
have received this message in error and destroy this communication and any attachments.

CcC: Clarke, Chuck; Keesé, Gary; Whitham, Glenn




s, Page 1 of 1

Margaret Carter - Fwd: Special Evemts Ordinance Amendments

From:  George Allen

To: Margaret Carter

Date: 08/07/2001 12:07 PM

Subject: Fwd: Special Evemts Ordinance Amendments

Margaret, Is this good enough for the referral calender for this Monday?
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the City’s process for permitting special events; adding a new definitions
section to Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 15.52; adding a definition of a “spec1a1 event”; and amending
various sections of SMC Chapter 15.52 pertaining thereto. e

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLL(})WS:
Section 1. A new section, entitled “SMC 15.52.050 Deﬁni};iéns,” is hereby added to Chapter
15.52 as follows:

Section 15.52.005 Definitions.

7
e

The following terms, when used in this chaptg;;’%hall have the following meanings unless the
context clearly provides otherwise:
A. “Special Event” means an event that:
1. occurs in whole or in part in a park o’_g,f"c;;ther public place or is reasonably éxpected to have a
substantial impact on a park or other public place, and,
2. is reasonably expected to requirsf’;he provision of substantial public services.
“Park” and “public place” mean as thosg;‘{erms- are defined in SMC Chapters 18.12 and 15.02,
respectively.

B. “Substantial impact on a park ?-ijtother public place” means an event would cause a significant
interference with the ability of the :éenerai public to use a park or other public place or would create a
significant adverse impact on tht;‘;)hysical characteristics of a park or other public place.

C. “Substantial public servic}é‘s” means a material increase in the amount, scope, or level of necessary
Fire, Police, traffic control, crt;vvd control, or other public services above those that would normally be
required without the event. |

Section 2. SMC 15.52.010, Ordinance No. 115982, is amended to read as follows:
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Section 15.52.010 Special Events Committee.’

services necessary for special events ((
officers-to-provide-crowd-or-traffic-contrel)) as defined in this chapter; to issue spegi‘gl event permits for
such events; to determine appropriate terms and conditions for such permits; to set the applicable fees;
and to administer this chapter. ( *

Section 3. SMC 15.52.030, Ordinance No. 115982, is amended };6jread as follows:

SMC 15.52.030 Powers of Special Events Committee.

The Special Events Committee shall have the power: |

A. To interpret and administer this chapter, to establish criteria for determining whether an event

meets the definition of a special event, to determine whether an gi}ent requires a special event permit,

and to require, receive. and process applications for such permits;

B. To represent the City, under the supervision of the Maybr, in discussions and in making

agreements with persons who present a proposed event thai may require a special events permit ((pekee

C. To identify, in coordination with City departmenfé and other governmental entities,

((governments)) the ((provisien-))nature and scope of governmental services necessary for such special

events;

D. To issue special event permits for special qunts; determine appropriate terms and conditions as
contemplated by Section 15.52.040; require, review and approve security, crowd control ((e¥)) and

traffic control plans; identify the appropriate fee or, if applicable, apply an exemption in Section
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F,
i

15.52.080 or an exclusion in Section 15.52.090; accept a bond, escrow account or letter of creditﬁbm a

financial institution in lieu of an advance deposit of a fee; determine the appropriate insurance/coverage

with the City as a named insured) that an event must obtain, and require proof of com l@a‘ﬁce' work

with the applicant and the Police Department to develop ((pfe*éée—see&ﬂ%yuﬁéer-))anaf)proved security

plan, and as authorized by Section 15.50.070 E, grant a refund of a fee paid;

E. To deny an application, issue a permit on contingency or conditions, andﬁ/o’fﬁrevoke a permit as
contethplated by Section 15.52.60, and as consistent with Section IS.SZ.{Q’;J

F. To promulgate rules in accordance with the Administrative Code,v_;@i;apter 3.02, to implement this
chapter, and to promulgate a schedule of base fees, rounded to the q@é;est Fifty Dollars ($50.00), to
reflect adjustments in the Consumer Price Index as contemplateg»fﬁ; subsection A of Section 15.52.070;

G. To review the fee schedule and event classification evelzy';;fear, project revenues, and submit
recommendations to the Mayor in the City annual budget pf;cess;

H. To adopt rules for its own procedures; establish S};fg;:ommittees for assignments; select a voting
member to preside in the absence of its chair; and dglééate ministerial functions to City departments;
and

1. To perform such other functions as may bg"‘;.ssigned by ordinance from time to time.

Section 4. SMC 15.52.040, last agiénded by Ordinance No. 118409, is further amended to
read as follows:
SMC 15.52.040 Special Event Permits Required.

A. A special event permit or authorization from the Special Events Committee is required for any

special event, as defined in this chapter. ((;

-)) Such special event permit shall

be in addition to any street or park use, or other regular permits as may be required by ordinance.
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B. To avoid duplication, when a special event permit covers the subject matter to their satisfd;tion,
the Director of Transportation and/or as to parks, park drives, and boulevards, the Supeﬁr}teﬁdent of
Parks and Recreation, respectively, may waive issuing a separate use permit or park u§e';)ermit.

C. When a special event permit is required, no street use permit shall issue undgr'fiais title, nor shall a
park use permit issue pursuant to Title 18 for such an event until the Special Eyéﬁts Commiittee has
issued its special event permit therefor or otherwise authorized the issuancgé} the departmental permits,
unless pursuant to subsection B the Director and/or the Superintendent W‘éive issuance of separate
permits. |

D. When such an event will be an exercise of rights protected bythe First and Fourteenth
Amendments to the United States Constitution, or Article I, Sﬁeéi;ions 3,4, 5, or 11 of the Washington
Constitution, the application shall be processed promptly, yfi%hout charging a fee for political or
religious activities or imposing terms or conditions thag;iﬁﬁinge constitutional freedoms, and in a
manner that respects the liberties of applicants and t}h"é;public.

Section 5. SMC 15.52.050, Ordinance N,(__,)‘;i;l 15982, is amended to read as follows:
SMC 15.52.050 Conditions Authori@éil.
The Special Events Committee may include in a special event permit, among other provisions,

reasonable terms or conditions as to the tiihe, place and manner of the event; the implementation of a

plan presented by the applicant and apgié)ved by the Committee for crowd control, traffic control, and
security; compliance with health and js‘émitary regulations as explicated by the Seattle-King County
Health Department for the event; coordination with the Fire Department or medical personnel for
emergency treatment and evacuation of people who may need immediate care, cardio-pulmonary
resuscitation or ambulance service; emergency communication; fire suppression equipment with

structures; maintenance of unobstructed emergency passageways; and, where traffic congestion may be




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

07/26/01 ‘ , Vs
crowdco2.doc
{Ver. )

/
7
i
g

anticipated, encouraging the use of transit and car pooling. Conditions shall be based o(nfﬁze Special

&

Events Committee’s assessment of the planned event, including the size, nature, a;;d:/ehistoxy of the event,

S

and the event or event organizer’s compliance with conditions included in previous permits.

In order to accommodate other concurrent events, the rights of al’;Ji{ting owners and the needs
of the public to use streets or parks, the conditions may include, but arefﬁgt limited to, reasonable
adjustments in the date, time, route or location of the proposed eveqjui"'.;ccommodations of pedestrian or
vehicular traffic using the street; and limitations on the durationﬂo’f/the event.

Section 6. SMC 15.52.060, Ordinance No. 115982{:;{; amended to read as follows:

SMC 15.52.060 Processing, Denial, Revocaticpii;\ of Permit.

A. Processing. To assist the City in planning for angl?issigning its police, fire, and other department
personnel, the prodﬁcers of events subject to a, spec[i)éi( event pernut are encouraged to submit their
applications at least three (3) months before the §éi1eduled event; and the Special Events Committee
shall process such application within sixty (6(}5"F;1ays of the application, if practicable.

4

B. Denial. The Special Events Committg’é may deny an application for a special event permit if:

1. The applicant supplies falsgfg’rl misleading information; the applicant fails to complete the
application or to supply other required;gfiilformation or documents; or the applicant declares or shows an
unwillingness or inability to comply:;é/ith reasonable terms or conditions contained in the proposed
permit; :

2. The proposed event;ﬁévould conflict with another proximate event, interfere with
construction or maintenance wo_fi< in the immediate vicinity, or unreasonably infringe upon the rights of
abutting properties; or |

3. The proposed event would unreasonably disrupt the orderly or safe circulation of traffic as

would present an unreasonable risk of injury or damage to the public.
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In the event subsection 2 or 3, above, applies, the Special Events Committee shaﬁ offer the
applicant the opportunity to submit an alternative date or place for the proposed eve@t"gefore denying
the application.

C. Revocation. The Special Events Committee may cancel or revoke a permlt already issued, upon
written notice to the applicant stating the grounds for revocation if: |

1. The applicant, in the information supplied, has made missfgai{;ement of a material fact; the
applicant has failed to fulfill a term or condition of the permitin a ti;ﬂlély mamner; or the check
submitted by an applicant in payment of the fee for a permit has béen dishonored;

2. The applicant requests the cancellation of the pegx’ét or cancels the event; or

3. An emergency or supervening occurrence recLlii;es the cancellation or termination of the
event in order to protect the public health or safety. ,f

The City shall refund the permit fee in the e’vent of a revocation caused by an emergency or
supervening occurrence; the City shall refund the yglahce of the fee less its costs incurred if the

rd

canceliation occurs at the request of an applicar}fwho is in compliance with this chapter.

D. Administrative Review. An applicant may request an administrative review of a Special Events

Committee denial of a special events p_ermif application. Such a review shall be conducted by an

Administrative Review Committee comgfised of the Superintendent of Parks and Recreation, the

Director of Transportation. and the Fireg/Chief, or their respective designees. A request for an

administrative review shall be made t@ the Special Events Committee in writing within three (3

business dayvs after the denial. The Keview Committee shall issue its decision within five (5) business

davs of its receipt of the request forreview.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

07/26/01
crowdco2.doc

(Ver. )

rat

N /:,v .
Section 7. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and;ﬁaﬁer its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (19)’"’/63)73 after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

/
£

4

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2001, and 51gned by me in open.
session in authentication of its passage this day of , 2001
President of the City Coun(r:_,ii'.

Approved by me this day of , 2001’5,-‘-:";

,/}y

Mayor
Filed by me this day of /2001,
City Clerk

(Seal)
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ORDINANCE

. AN ORDINANCE relating to the City’s process for permitting special events adding a new
definitions section to Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 15.52; adding a deﬁmtlon of a “special event”;
and amending various sections of SMC Chapter 15.52 pertaining thereto.

WHEREAS, the City’s Special Events Ordinance (SMC Chapter 15. 52), has served Seattle well since its
enactment in 1991, providing the framework within which the Spec1al Events Committee has
annually issued approximately 200 special event permits for a ‘wide variety of events that have
immeasurably enriched our community; and, /

Y,

WHEREAS, the Special Events Committee, while issuing pemnts for approx1mately 2000 events in the

last ten years, has denied few applications and has faczhtated for more than a decade the exercise

of our valued rights of assembly and free expresm%

WHEREAS, the primary purpose of parks is to prov1de/the public the opportunity to enjoy natural
beauty and recreational opportunities and the primary purpose of streets and sidewalks is to
provide a public right of way for a wide Varlﬁty of transportation uses; and,

WHEREAS, another important use of parks, s n{ets sidewalks, and other public places is to provide
venues for a wide variety of public events and for the public to exercise their rights of free
speech and assembly; and,

WHEREAS, most events in public places /réquire no special events permit, but some requlre
considerable advance planning by more than one City department, sometimes in conjunction
with other governmentail agencms in order to adequately protect public safety.

WHEREAS, the city has a compelh}?{g need to coordinate its planning for proposed special events in
order to protect public health and safety and reduce adverse impacts such as noise, congestion,
traffic, and parking probl s, while guaranteeing the public’s rights to free speech and
assembly; and, /

WHEREAS, the 2001 Mardi/ ’Gras event, which resulted in a tragic loss of life and dozens of arrests, had
neither applied for nésr received any special events permit, and this has gatvanized public concern
about accountablhty for events that generate large crowds, cause street closures, and require
large numbers of pohce to restore order. and,

WHEREAS, the Mayor' empanelled representative citizen groups to look at these issues, including a
Special Event Task force which focused on potential improvements in the Special Events
Ordinance. and
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WHEREAS, the City has no interest in regulating events that take place on private property, but does
have an interest in regulating and planning for that portion of an event that occurs in public
places such as parks, streets, and sidewalks; and,

WHEREAS, the Special Events Task Force recommended changes be made to the special events
ordinance, clarifying that events that may occur at least in part on private property may also have
a substantial impact on public places and require substantial public services such as police for
crowd or traffic control; and,

WHEREAS, if a proposed event is reasonably anticipated to take place at least in part in public places
and to require substantial public services to deal with the impacts of the event on those public
places (such as the reallocation of police personnel from their standard assignments in other
geographic areas of the City thereby potentially jeopardizing essential police/public safety
services to those neighborhoods), the City has a legitimate interest in requiring the event
organizer to plan for the event’s impact upon those pubhc places and to apply for and receive a

special event permit; and, y

/
I

WHEREAS, the Special Events Committee, working with/ orgamzers of proposed events, develops
reasonable permit conditions in order to protect public health and safety and reduce adverse
impacts such as noise, traffic, and parking problems, while guaranteeing the public’s rights to
free speech and assembly; and, //

WHEREAS, the City has no interest in basing spec1al event permitting decisions, including decisions
regarding reasonable permit conditions, on the viewpoint or message of the proposed event, but
does have the responsibility to develogxfeasonable and effective permit conditions based upon
such public safety factors as anticipatéd crowd size, the nature of the event, anticipated crowd,
pedestrian, and traffic control issues; anticipated noise, congestion, and parking problems, and
the history of problems associated with the event or similar events and the event or event
organizer’s compliance with prevaous permit conditions designed to deal with those issues and
problems; and, /

WHEREAS the City wants to prowde event organizers with an efficient permitting process, and when
permits are denied, prompt administrative review of permit denials; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council e)}xcourages the Special Events Committee to complete by January 31,
2002, its currently planned review of its present rules and guidelines for implementing the
special events ordmar}ce

6"‘
/

Now therefore:  /

BEIT ORDAIN'E’/D BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

/
/

J
/
{




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

9/27/01: : e
113801.doc ’
(Ver.2) /

Section 1. A new section, entitled “SMC 15.52.005 Definitions,” is hereby added to Chapter

15.52 as follows:
Section 15.52.005 Definitions.
The following terms, when used in this chapter, shall have the following meanings:
A. “Special Event” means:
1. A planned event that:
(a) 1s reasonably expected to cause or result in more thqn 50 people gathering in whole or in
part in a park or other public place; and,
(b) will have a substantial impact on such park 'of other public place; and,
(c) is reasonably expected to require the proviéion of substantial public services; or
2. Any other planned event in a park or othcr}mblic place if the event organizer requests the
City to provide any public services ina&dition to those that would normally be provided by

the City in the absence of the event.
B. “Park™ and “public place” mean as thosé/terms are defined in SMC Chapters 18.12 and 15.02,
respectively. |

C. “Substantial impact on a park or o‘gfler public place” means an event would preclude in whole or in

part the public’s normal and customaziiy use of such park or public place.
/’

D. “Substantial public services” means an increase in the amount, scope, or level of necessary fire,
//

) / . .
police, traffic control, crowd control, or other public services above those that would normally be

required without the event. With respect to police resources, “substantial public services” means
resources for crowd managemerit or traffic control required for the event over and above the normal
i
I
i
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deployment of police in that geographic area of the city at the time of day during which the e)/gnt will
/

occur.

Section 2. SMC 15.52.010, Ordinance No. 115982, is amended to read ag follows:

Section 15.52.010 Special Events Committee. /

There is hereby established a Special Events Committee to identif{ in coordination ecerdinate
/

7

with City departments and other governmental entities the ((pfe%i-si-en-}};ﬁature and scope of

governmental services necessary for special events ((

)) as defined in thls chapter; to issue special event
permits for such events; to determine appropriate terms and cqn'élitions for such permits; to set the
applicable fees; and to administer this chapter.

Section 3. SMC 15.52.030, Ordinance No. 115—9k82, is amended to read as follows:

SMC 15.52.030 Powers of Special Events (C"ommittee.

The Special Events Committee shall have the power:

A. To mterpret and administer this chapter, to establish criteria for determining whether an event

meets the definition of a special event, to detepﬁline whether an event requires a special event permit,

and to require, receive, and process applications for such permits:

B. To represent the City, under the supérvision of the Mayor, in discussions and in making

agreements with persons who present proposed event that may require a special events permit ((pelice
pefse&&el—te—p&wiée-efewéef—&a:ﬁﬁé-eea&e;));

C. To ((ecerdinate)) identifvziih coordination with City departments and with other governmental

entities ((goverments)) the ((pi‘@%@ﬂ}) nature and scope of governmental services necessary for such

special events;
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/
/

D. To issue special event permits for special events; determine appropriate terms and condi’;:'(bns as

contemplated by Section 15.52.040; require, review and approve security, crowd control ((é/f)) and
//’
traffic control plans; identify the appropriate fee or, if applicable, apply an exemption in‘Section

15.52.080 or an exclusion in Section 15.52.090; accept a bond, escrow account or Ie‘;tér of credit from a
/

financial institution in lieu of an advance deposit of a fee; determine the appropriate insurance coverage

(with the City as a named insured) that an event must obtain and require proof,éf compliance:; work with

the applicant and the Police Department to {(previde-security-under)) deve‘k’)pvg an approved security plan,

and as authorized by Section 15.50.070 E, grant a refund of a fee paid; . :

E. To deny an application, issue a permit on contingency or condijci’éﬁs, and/or revoke a permit as
contemplated by Section 15.52.60, and as consistent with Sectiog*’ 15.52.40;

F. To promulgate rules in accordance with the Administratiyé ‘»Code, Chapter 3.02, to implement this
chapter, and to promulgate a schedule of base fees, rounded/xt{(") the nearest Fifty Dollars ($50.00), to

reflect adjustments in the Consumer Price Index as contqniplated by subsection A of Section 15.52.070;

G. To review the fee schedule and event classification every year, project revenues, and submit

recommendations to the Mayor in the City annual bﬁdget process;
/
H. To adopt rules for its own procedures; establish subcommittees for assignments; select a voting

member to preside in the absence of its chair; and delegate ministerial functions to City departments;

and /!

Ve

I. To perform such other functions as thay be assigned by ordinance from time to time.
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Section 4. SMC 15.52.040, last amended by Ordinance No. 118409, is ﬂm;lér amended to

read as follows: /

7/

SMC 15.52.040 Special Event Permits Required. /

i

/

A. A special event permit or authorization from the Special Events Comﬂlittee is required for any

special event, as defined in this chapter, except that no special event perr’hit shall be required if the event

sponsor. organizer, or other party and the City have entered into a written agreement covering the same

matters as would otherwise be included in a special event permit 'fbr such an event.

eéewé—er—traﬁﬁe—eeﬁgek}) Such special event permit shall ‘ge’i.n addition to any street or park use, or
other regular permits as may be required by ordinance. |

B. To avoid duplication, when a special event perrni‘j;"éovers the subject matter to their satisfaction,
the Director of Transportation and/or as to parks, pa};ﬁ’ drives, and boulevards, the Superintendent of
Parks and Recreation, respectively, may waive 1ss/umg a separate use permit or park use permit.

C. When a special event permit is required, {16//street use permit shall issue under this title, nor shall a
park use permit issue pursuant to Title 18 fqr"éuch an event until the Special Events Committee has
issued its special event permit therefor or",d/"c‘herwise authorized the issuance of the departmental permits,
unless pursuant to subsection B the Diré;tor and/or the Superintendent waive issuance of separate

permits.

D. When a special event permit is required, the Special Events committee shall. after reviewing the

application and if necessary meeting with the organizer, advise the organizer of all other permits that

appear to be required for the event based on information contained in the application; and assist the

organizer in contacting other departments to apply for all other permits in a timely manner.
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// /
((B)) E. When such an event will be an exercise of rights protected by the First ;iﬁd

/

Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution, or Article I, Sections 3,4, 5.;’fbr 11 of the
/
Washington Constitution, the application shall be processed promptly, without chagg/ing a fee for
/

political or religious activities or imposing terms or conditions that infringe con,,s{itutiona} freedoms, and

/
A

in a manner that respects the liberties of applicants and the public. /

/
i

Section 5. SMC 15.52.050, Ordinance No. 115982, is amended ;6[!1*ead as follows:

/
/

SMC 15.52.050 Conditions Authorized. /

4

The Special Events Committee may include in a specia@/évent permit, among other provisions,
/
reasonable terms or conditions as to the time, place and manngr of the event; the implementation of a
/‘h
plan presented by the applicant and approved by the Committee for crowd control, traffic control, and

s

security; compliance with health and sanitary regulatiq{n’g as explicated by the Seattle-King County
Health Department for the event; coordination witlyfﬁe Fire Department or medical personnel for

emergency treatment and evacuation of people Who may need immediate care, cardio~-pulmonary

'/"« ] " 3 3 .
resuscitation or ambulance service; emergency communication; fire suppression equipment with

Vi

structures; maintenance of unobstructed/éinergency passageways; and, where traffic congestion may be

7

anticipated, encouraging the use of t:a’hsit and car pooling. In determining conditions, the Special

Events Committee shall consider anticipated impacts of the event based on an assessment of the event.

mncluding size. scope, comnlex‘i;fv, and history as well as the event or event organizer’s successful

implementation of conditions included in previous permits. Conditions shall be based upon projected

impacts on public safetv,ﬁublic places and public services, but shall not be based upon the programming

content of the event ogeifhessage that the proposed event may convey,
In order tg""accommodate other concurrent events, the rights of abutting owners and the needs

of the public to use streets or parks, the conditions may include, but are not limited to, reasonable
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adjustments in the date, time, route or location of the proposed event; accommodations of pedestrian or
P4

p

vehicular traffic using the street; and limitations on the duration of the event. /

/
Section 6. SMC 15.52.060, Ordinance No. 115982, is amended to read/as follows:
,//

SMC 15.52.060 Processing, Denial, Revocation of Permit. /,/

A. Processing. To assist the City in planning for and assigning its pohée, fire, and other department
personnel, the ((preducess)) organizers of events subject to a special /ei/.;;nt permit are encouraged to
submit their applications at least three (3) months before the schqdﬁied event; and the Special Evénts
Committee shall process such application within sixty (60) days of the application, if practicable.

B. Denial. The Special Events Committee may deny agxéinplication for a special event permit if;

}. The applicant supplies false or misleadigg-*"'i/;lfermation; the applicant fails to complete the

application or to supply other required informationp‘]r documents; or the applicant declares or shows an

unwillingness or inability to comply with reasonable terms or conditions contained in the proposed

/
/
permat; /

/s

2. The proposed event %Hld—eéﬁﬁ-}et%h-aﬁether is proximate to another previously

permitted or previously scheduled engﬁnt event((s)) so that the combined impacts and required public

services exceed what the City, aftqf reasonable efforts have been made to accommodate both events, can

reasonably provide: or the proposed event would interfere with construction or maintenance work in the
immediate vicinity, or unrea}sbnably infringe upon the rights of abutting properties; or

3. The propose__d event would unreasonably disrupt the orderly or safe circulation of traffic as

/

would present an unreg}éonabie risk of injury or damage to the public.

In the eve{xi: subsection 2 or 3, above, applies,‘ the Special Events Committee shall offer the

/

applicant the oppoﬁunity to submit an alternative date or place for the proposed event before denying

the application. /

;
i
;

o,

- 3
P
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If the Special Events Committee denies an application, the Committee shall state in/writing the

reasons for its denial.

C. Revocation. The Special Events Committee may cancel or revoke a permit alrc;aay issued, upon
written notice to the applicant stating the grounds for revocation if: /
1. The applicant, in the information supplied, has made misstatement of a material fact; the

applicant has failed to fulfill a term or condition of the permit in a timelég ﬁ;anner; or the check
submitted by an applicant in payment of the fee for a permit has beeg/dishonored;

2. The applicant requests the cancellation of the pemni/p"'f;; cancels the event; or

3. An emergency or supervening occurrence requiv;e’gﬁthe cancellation or termination of the

£

event in order to protect the public health or safety.
The City shall refund the permit fee in the @Vént of a revocation caused by an emergency or

supervening occurrence; the City shall refund the bélance of the fee less its costs incurred if the

cancellation occurs at the request of an applicant who is in compliance with this chapter.

D. Administrative Review. An applicantmay request an administrative review of a Special Events

Committee denial of a special evenis pen’hit application, or conditions placed upon such application that

the applicant alleges are unconstitutiqfial or will prevent the applicant from holding the proposed event.

Such a review shall be conducted by an Administrative Review Committee, comprised of the

Superintendent of Parks and Rc':éreation the Director of Transportation, and the Fire Chief, or their

respective designees. A rqul’é:st for an administrative review shall be made to the Special Events

Committee in writing With/in three (3) business days after the denial. The Review Committee shall issue

its decision within five/(5) business days of its réceipt of the request for review.

s
7

Section 7. Tlg"é Special Events Committee shall complete its currently planned review of its

present rules and/g}uidelines for implementing the special events ordinance and shall submit a report
/

¢
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thereon to the City Council by January 31, 2002, and place the rules and euidelines on the internet and

widely distribute them in printed form.

/
Vs
/
/

Section 8. The Executive shall prepare a proposal for implementing an int@g“ifated “one-stop

shopping” approach for applications for special events and shall present that propos’al/';[o the City Council

within six (6) months of

effective date of this ordinance.

Section 9. This ord}xance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if\gt approved and returned by the Maybr within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as pro\d\ded by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.
\ ,

\\
Passed by the City Council the \ day of
\

session in authentication of its passage this  \

day of

, 2001, and signed by me in open

, 2001.

(Seal)

\\
\
N\ ,
\___of the City Council
N

N

President

Approved by me this day of SN, 2001,
| A\
| \
Mayor \‘\
. . \
Filed by me this day of ,2001. N

A

\ City Clerk

10
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Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily
Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.
The annexed notice, a
CT:120631 ORD. IN FULL

was published on

12/10/01

\:)

%&Mw’\

bscrlbed and sworn to before me on,

)
“\ o)

Affidavit of Publication
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