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ORDINANCE /30538

AN ORDINANCE relating to the City's low-income energy conservation programs;
adopting a low-income multifamily energy conservation program; clarifying
program requirements; eliminating programs that no longer are used or useful; and
amending Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 21.52 in connection therewith.

WHEREAS, the dramatic rise in wholesale energy costs has meant substantially higher costs
for the City Light Department and significant rate increases for its customers,
including low-income customers and housing providers serving those customers; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to encourage conservation of electric energy in multifamily
buildings occupied predominantly by low-income residents, reduce energy costs, and
address the energy conservation needs of low-income tenants and housing providers;
and

WHEREAS, income eligibility standards should be set at a level that encourages
participation in a low-income multifamily energy conservation program by owners
of existing buildings that provide housing for low-income residents; and

WHEREAS, a low-income multifamily energy conservation program should require
participating building owners to agree to limit rents to ensure that low-income
energy conservation funds are invested in buildings that will continue to serve low-
income residents for a substantial period of time; and

WHEREAS, the requirements of other City low-income energy conservation programs
should be clarified; and

WHEREAS, certain existing City energy conservation programs no longer are used or
useful; NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. SCM Chapter 21.52, as last amended by Ordinance 120335, is hereby

amended to read as follows.
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 SMC 21.52.210 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

A. “Dwelling unit” means a room or rooms located within a building designed, arranged,
occupied, or intended to be occupied by not more than one (1) ((family)) household with or
without roomers and boarders as living accommodations independent from any other
{(family)) household. The existence of a food-preparation area within the room or rooms
shall be evidence of the existence of a dwelling unit.

B. “Electric heat” means permanently installed electric heat, which is the sole source of
space heating of the dwelling unit, or which is a partial source of space heating of the
dwelling unity, if at least thirty-five (35) percent of the reduction in energy consumption
would be electricity, as determined by The City of Seattle (“the City”).

C. “Energy conservation” means reduction in energy consumption as a result of increases in

the efficiency of energy use. It includes weatherization and other measures such as

installation of more efficient lighting.

D. “Household: means ((any-individual-living-alone,-or-persons-livingte

o E ¢ - o> o

unit)) one or more persons occupying a dwelling unit on a non-transient basis.
E. “Low-income” means:

1. For owner-occupied dwelling units: owner households at or below eighty (80) percent of
the Seattle-Bellevue-Everett Metropolitan Statistical Area median income adjusted for
household size as defined by the United States Departmént of Housing and Urban
Development; '

2. For renter-occupied buildings ((ef-ene-threugh-four-dwelling-units)): renter households at
or below sixty (60) percent of the Seattle-Bellevue-Everett Metropolitan Statistical Area
median income adjusted for household size as defined by the United States Department of

Housing and Urban Development.
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G)) E. “Superintendent” means the Superintendent of the City Light Department.

((H) G. “Weatherization” means the installation of energy conservation measures, resniting

in a reduction of heat loss ((-as-deseribedin-Seetion21-52.220)).
SMC 21.52.220 Goals and policies.

The low-income residential ((weatherization)) energy conservation goals and policies for the
City are:

B)) A. To conserve energy from all sources;

((6)) B. To ((provide-econemic-assistance)) reduce the direct and indirect costs of energy to

((the)) low-income persons;
(B)) C. To implement residential ((weatherization)) energy conservation assistance
programs, in the form of grants or loans ((~in-the-following—prios . '

heat-seurce:)) for
((3—AH)) low-income households, with primary‘ emphasis on electrically heated dwelling

units and secondary emphasis on dwelling units heated by natural gas or oil (5

(B)) D. To address the ((weatherization)) energy conservation needs of renters and

landlords by secking ((the—legal—autherity—and)) financial resources to encourage

((weatherization-of)) energy conservation in rental properties;
(E) E. To distribute equitably the ((weatherization)) energy conservation benefits among
Seattle’s residents and customers of the City Light Department; and

(&) E. To develop and implement strategies assuring that the City’s housing rehabilitation
and ((weathesization)) energy conservation programs are complementary and effectively
coordinated ((3)).
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SMC 21.52.230 Program components.
The ((Comprehensive)) Low-Income Residential ((Weatherization)) Energy Conservation
Program (“LIRECP”), which applies only to residential structures, ((shall-consist-of:

A Enersud) o Thae Euarou (o of tha (Citole Tvacitiue Da

B—ow-income—Weatherzation-Rrogram-LHWR S —The-L1WR-ineludes)) consists of the
programs administered by the Office of Housing which provide financial assistance for
((weatherization—of)) energy conservation for low-income households. The Office will
establish and adminis%er procedures to screen ((lew-ineeme)) residents of the City and
Customers of the City Light Department to determine ((their)) eligibility for the ((LFWR))
LIRECP. The (EFWR)) LIRECP ((has)) consists of the following three (3) programs:

((+) A. Low-income Electric Program (“LIEP”). LIEP shall provide grants to ((tke)) low-
income customers of the City Light Department and to owners of rental properties within the

City Light service territory whose tenants are primarily low-income customers (whose

primary source of heat is electricity) for the supply and installation of certain energy
conservation measures. The Light Fund shall provide the source of funds for LIEP. ((The))
LIEP ((pregram)) shall ((enly)) be available ((te)) only for residential structures of one (1)
((te)) through four (4) dwelling units, in which fifty percent or more of the dwelling units

are occupied by low-income households.
(@) B. Low-income Weatherization Assistance (“LIWA”) Program. The LIWA program

shall provide grants for the supply and installation of energy conservation measures to

and-t0)) low-income, ((fragile)) frail, or elderly Seattle residents whose income is equal to or

less than ((the-defined—federal—elipibility—standards)) limits defined by the State of
Washington and whose primary heat source is natural gas or oil. The LIWA program shall

be funded from non-City sources.
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C. Low-Income Multifamily Electric Program (“LIMEP”). LIMEP shail provide grants to

the owners of buildings within the City Light service territory for the supply and installation

of energy conservation measures. Energy conservation measures shall be limited to

buildings whose primary source of heat is electricity. The Light Fund shall provide the
source of funds for LIMEP. LIMEP shall be available only for residential structures of five

5) ot more dwelling units in which more than fifty (50) percent of the dwelling units are
occupied by households that qualify as low-income.
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S ean Praorann. (CITDL D




o @ o ~\N O U A W N -

W ON NDONDNDNRNNNN = e e e omdk sl omd w3 omk owd
%gommwmmkwméommﬂmmbwm—n

Glenn Atwood/ga

H:\aaPrograms\Low Income\crdinance 9.10.01.doc
09/10/01

V#1

SMC 21.52.250 Low-income Electric Program (LIEP).
A. The Superintendent and the Director of Housing are authorized to enter into an agreement
to implement the LIEP, on terms and conditions deemed appropriate by the Superintendent

and the Director.
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B. The Director of Housing is authorized to provide ((weatherization)) energy conservation
assistance grants to owners of buildings in which fifty percent or more of the dwelling units

are occupied by low-income households with electric heat, for the supply and installation of

energy conservation measures by qualified contractors, consistent with this chapter. An
energy audit shall be conducted by City personnel to determine what energy conservation
measures are needed in the dwelling unit. Following installation of the energy conservation

measures by a qualified contractor, the work shall be inspected by City personnel for

compliance with federal standards and additional City Light standards. As a condition of
participation in LIEP, the Office of Housing shall require each building owner to sign a
covenant to limit the rent charged to tenants, in language determined by the Superintendent
and Director of Housing with the length of the covenant to be determined based on the

amount and terms of energy conservation assistance provided.

C. The Director of Housing is authorized to enter into contracts with qualified contractors
for the supply and installation of energy conservation measures to terms and conditions
deemed appropriate by the Director ((and-the-Directer-of Einance)).

SMC 21.52.260 Low-Income Multifamily Flectric Program,

A. The Superintendent and the Director of Housing are authorized to enter into an agreement

to__implement the LIMEP, on terms and conditions deemed appropriate bv the
Superintendent and the Director,

B. The Director of Housing is authorized to provide energy conservation grants to owners of
residential buildings in which fifty percent or more of the dwelling units are occupied by

low-income households with electric heat, for the supply and installation of energy

conservation measures by gqualified contractors. consistent with this chapter. An energy

audit shall be conducted by City personnel to determine what energy conservation measures

are needed in the building. Following installation of the energy conservation measures by a

qualified contractor, the work shall be inspected by City personnel for compliance with

federal standards and additional City Light standards. As a condition of participation in

LIMEP, the Office of Housing shall require each building owner to sign a covenant to limit
the rent charged to tenants, in language determined by the Superintendent and Director of
Housing with the length of the covenant to be determined based on the amount and terms of

assistance provided.
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C. The Director of Housing is authorized to enter into contracts with qualified contractors

for the supply and installation of energy conservation measures on terms and conditions

deemed appropriate by the Director.
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SMC 21.52.270 Liability limitations.
No provision of nor term used in this ((subehapter)) chapter is intended to impose any duty

whatsoever upon the City or any of its officers or employees, for whom the implementation
of this ({(subebapter)) chapter shall be discretionary and not mandatory. Nothing contained
in this ((subehapter)) chapter or any agreement or act authorized hereunder is intended to be
nor shall be construed to create or form the basis for any liability on the part of the City, or
its officers, employees or agents, for any injury or damage resulting from the
implementation of the ((subehapter)) chapter, or by reason of any action or inaction on the

part of the City, or its officers, employees, or agents, related in any manner to the
implementation of this ((subehapter)) chapter.

Section 2. Any act pursuant to the authority and prior to the effective date of this

ordinance is hereby ratified and confirmed.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and
after its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten
(10) days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section
1.04.020.
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President of the City Council
L i g
Approved by me this Zqiv da of~ @‘{ B , 20 &1
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»‘c@% KQ;W

City: Slerk
(SEAL)

14




City of Seattle

Paul Schell, Mavor

Seattle City Light

Gary Zarker, Superintendent

September 7, 2001

The Honorable Margaret Pageler, President
Seattle City Council

600 Fourth Avenue

11" Floor, Municipal Building

Seattle, WA 98104-1873

Dear Councilmember Pageler:

Re: An ordinance relating to the City’s low-income energy conservation programs; adopting
a low-income multifamily energy conservation program; clarifying program requirements:
eliminating programs that no longer are used or useful: and amending Seattle Municipal
Code Chapter 21.52 in connection therewith.

Seattle City Light proposes to increase income limits for SCL-funded energy conservation
programs, administered by the Office of Housing (OH), for multifamily buildings. Setting
household income limits for the multifamily program at 60% of the area median is consistent
with existing income limits for buildings with one to four family dwelling units. Under the
proposal, the annual income limits for a single person household would increase from
$10,738 to $30,324. The proposed increase will allow the Office of Housing to serve non-
profit housing providers that were not previously eligible for energy conservation measures
and will allow SCL to more rapidly and more efficiently use the $894,119 that is in the FY
2001 budget for this purpose.

In addition, this ordinance will eliminate programs that are no longer used and will amend
Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 21.52 in connection therewith.
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700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3300, Seattle, WA 98104-5031
Tel: (206) 684-3000, TDD: (206) 684-3225, Fax: (206} 625-3709
An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon reg




STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY

--S8.

136907 No. ORDINANCE IN FULL
City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12 day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily
Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.
The annexed notice, a
CT:120538 ORD. IN FULL

was published on

10/12/01

ﬂ Subscribed and sworn to before me on

10/12/01

Notary public for th€ State of ‘Washington,
residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication
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