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AN ORDINANCE relating to motor vehicles, amending Sections 11.20.230,11.31.120,11.56.020,

11.56.320, 11.56.350, 11.57.280, 25.08.430 and 25.08.450 and adding a section to Chapter 11.20

of the Seattle Municipal Code.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 11.20 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance 108200) is amended to add

the following section:

11.20.060 Intermediate license restrictions.

A. For the first six (6) months after the issuance of an intermediate license under RCW

46.20.075 or until the holder reaches eighteen (18) years of age, whichever occurs first, the holder of an

intermediate license may not operate a motor vehicle that is carrying any passengers under twenty (20)

years of age who are not members of the holder's immediate family.

B. For the remaining period of the intermediate license, the holder of an intermediate license

may not operate a motor vehicle that is carrying more than three (3) passengers under twenty (20) years

of age who are not members of the holder's immediate family.

C. The holder of an intermediate license may not operate a motor vehicle between the hours of

1:00 am and 5:00 am except when accompanied by a parent, guardian or a licensed driver who is at least

twenty-five (25) years of age.

D. The holder of an intermediate license may drive at any hour without restrictions on the

number of passengers in the vehicle if:

1. necessary for agricultural purposes, or
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2. for the twelve (12) month period after the issuance of the intermediate license, the

holder has not been involved in a motor vehicle accident and has not been convicted or found to have

committed a traffic offense described in RCW Chapter 46.61 or violated this section.

E. "Holder's immediate family" means the spouse, child, stepchild, grandchild, parent,

stepparent, grandparent, brother, half brother, sister, and half sister of the holder or the holder's spouse

and the spouse of any such person.

Section 2. Subsection B of Section 11.20.230 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance 119189

§ 4) is amended as follows:

11.20.230 Ignition interlock or other biological or technical device required.

B. If a person is convicted of a violation of Section 11.56.020 A or B, the court shall order that

after a period of suspension, revocation, or denial of driving privileges, the person may drive only a

motor vehicle equipped with a functioning ignition interlock or other biological or technical device.

This requirement mgy not be suspended.

Section 3. Subsection A of Section 11.31.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance 108200

§ 2 (11.31.120), as last amended by Ordinance I 100 13 § 1) is amended as follows:

11.31.120 Monetary penalties.

A. A person found to have committed a traffic infraction shall be assessed a monetary penalty.

No penalty may exceed Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) for each offense unless a higher penalty is

specifically provided for in this title or by st
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Section 4. Subsection N6 of Section 11.56.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance

108200 § 2 (11.56.020), as last amended by Ordinance 119189 § 6) is amended as follows:

11.56.020 Persons under the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug -- Chemical

analysis -- Tests, evidence and penalties.

4

period of electronic home monitoring shall be suspended or deferred unless the judge finds that the

imposition of this sentence will pose a substantial risk to the defendant's physical or mental well-being.

6. Unless the judge finds the person to be indigent, the mandatory minimumfine shall not be

suspended or deferred. Neither the mandatory minimumjail sentence nor the mandatory minimum

9
The court-ordered restriction under Section 11.20.230 mqy not be suspended. Whenever the mandatory

10 minimum sentence is suspended or deferred, the judge must state, in writing, the reason for granting the

11
suspension or deferral and the facts upon which the suspension or deferral is based. Whenever the court

12
sentences an offender to a period of electronic home monitoring, the court may also require the

13
1 offender's home electronic monitoring device to include an alcohol detection breathalyzer and may

14
11 restrict the amount of alcohol the offender may consume during the period of electronic home

15

1

monitoring. The cost of electronic home monitoring shall be paid for by the offender and determined by

16

17

the City. In exercising its discretion is setting penalties within the limits allowed by this subsection, the

drive was suspended, revoked, denied or in probationary status at the time of the offense, whether the

court shall particularly consider whether the person's driving at the time of the offense was responsible

for injury or damage to another or another's property, whether the person's license, permit or privilege to

2111 person was in compliance with Section 11.20.340 at the time of the offense and whether theperson was

driving or in actual physical control of a vehicle with one (1) or more passengers at the time of the

offense.
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Section 5. Subsection P of Section 11.56.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance 108200

§2 (11.56.020) as last amended by Ordinance 119189 § 6) is amended as follows:

11.56.020 Persons under the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug -- Chemical

analysis -- Tests, evidence and penalties.
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P. Refusal Admissible. The refusal of a person to submit to a test of the alcohol or drug

concentration in ((a4eeheke ea+Aeat @ ) the person's blood or breath under Section 11.56.020 D is

admissible into evidence at a subsequent criminal trial.

Section 6. Subsections C and D of Section 11.56.320 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance

108200 § 2 (11.56.320), as last amended by Ordinance 116872 § 5) is further amended as follows:

11.56.320 Driving while license is suspended or revoked.

C. A person who violates this section while an order of suspension or revocation prohibiting

such operation is in effect and while the person is not eligible to reinstate his or her driver's license or

driving privilege, other than for a suspension for the reasons described in subsection D of this section, is

guilty of driving while license suspended or revoked in the second degree, a gross misdemeanor. This

subsection applies when a person's driver's license or driving privilege has been suspended or revoked

by reason of-

1. A conviction of a felony in the commission of which a motor vehicle was used;

2. A previous conviction under this section;

3. A notice received by the Washington Department of Licensing from a court or diversion unit

as provided by RCW 46.20.265, relating to a minor who has committed, or who has entered a diversion

4
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agreement concerning an offense relating to alcohol, legend drugs, controlled substances, or imitation

controlled substances;

4. A conviction relating to the violation of restrictions of an occupational driver's license;

5. A conviction relating to the operation of a motor vehicle with a suspended or revoked license;

6. A conviction relating to duty in case of injury to or death of a person or damage to an attended

vehicle;

7. A conviction relating to attempting to elude pursuing police vehicles;

8. A conviction relating to reckless driving;

9. A conviction relating to a person under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs;

10. A conviction relating to vehicular homicide;

1111 11. A conviction relating to vehicular assault;
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12. A conviction relating to reckless endangerment of roadway workers-,

13. A conviction relating to racing of vehicles on highways;

14. ((44-)) A conviction relating to leaving children in an unattended vehicle with motor

running;

15. A conviction relating to theft of motor vehicle fuel,

16. ((4-4r)) A conviction relating to attempting, aiding, abetting, coercing, and committing

crimes; or

IT ((4-57)) An administrative action taken by the Washington Department of Licensing under

Chapter 46.20 RCW.

D. A person who violates this section when his or her driver's license or driving privilege is, at

the time of the violation, suspended or revoked solely because (1) the person must furnish proof of

satisfactory progress in a required alcoholism or drug treatment program, (2) the person must furnish

5



proof of financial responsibility for the future as provided by Chapter 46.29 RCW, (3) the person has

failed to comply with the provisions of Chapter 46.29 RCW relating to uninsured accidents, (4) the

person has committed an offense in another state that, if committed in this state, would not be grounds

for the suspension or revocation of the person's driver's license, (5) the person has been suspended or

revoked by reason of one (1) or more of the items listed in subsection C of this section, but was eligible

to reinstate his or her driver's license or driving privilege at the time of the violation, ((e+)) (6) the

6

person has failed to respond to a notice of traffic infraction, failed to appear at a requested hearing,

violated a written promise to appear in court or has failed to comply with the terms of a notice of traffic

9 11
infraction or citation, as provided in RCW 46.20.289 ((A4s4iagt@+i -Ia-ws 4 1993, G4apteP44)),

10

11

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Section 1, (7) the persoLi has received traffic citations or notices of traffic infraction that have resulted in

a suspension under RCW 46.20.267 relating to intermediate drivers' licenses, or any combination of (1)

through (D is guilty of driving while license suspended or revoked in the third degree, a

misdemeanor.

Section 7. Section 11.56.350 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance 119189 § 7) is amended

as follows:

11.56.350 Operation of motor vehicle without required ignition interlock or other

biological or technical device.

No person whose driving record ( &amp;i*o4s includes a notation, pursuant to RCW

46.20.740, that the person may operate only a motor vehicle equipped with an ignition interlock or other

biological or technical device shall operate a motor vehicle that is not so equipped. Violation of this

section is a misdemeanor. (RCW 46.20.740)
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Section 8. Section 11.57.280 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance 108200 § 2 (11.57.280))

is amended as follows:

decibels as measured by the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) test procedure JI 169 (Mgy, 1998

operate a motorcycle not equipped as required by Sections 11. 84.060 and 11. 84.080 or which has been

amplified as prohibited by this section so that the vehicle's exhaust noise exceeds ninety-five (95)

increase the noise emitted by the engine ( @~4krwst systeiR)) of such vehicle above that emitted by the

muffl ((e~4iaust syste*i)) originally installed on the vehicle, and it shall be unlawful for any person to

11.57.280 Exhaust system.

No person shall modify the exhaust system of a motorcycle in a manner which will amplify o

lo (RCW46.37.390(3))

11 Section 9. Section 25.08.430 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance 106360 § 401) is

12
1

amended as follows:

13
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25.08.430 Sounds created by operation of motor vehicles.

It is unlawful for any person to operate upon any public highway any motor vehicle or any

combination of motor vehicles under any conditions of grade, load, acceleration or deceleration in such

I I

manner so that the motor vehicle's exhaust noise exceeds ninejy-five (95) decibels as measured by the

Societv of Automotive Engineers (SAE) te nrocedure JI 169 (Mav 1998) ffas to eiieeed t4e ;911awiagt
11

19

M S G F4 4 b fH a I-iF@S20 (50') ff@ffi the Gel#ef- Of thO la+i@ Of tPRA" AA"*h'44 t4@ SP@@d 1i its P@ i @
, 5' @ S

21
1

@441ished by the gteAe Cew.,:Rissiea an 9q+4p+R@fA-

Vehiele categafy 35 mpk or- Less Over- 9 5 fRP4

(EIB(A)) (4(A))

-44-et-A-F- velflieles ever.

7



RG:rg
2001 traffic

(Ver. 1)

10 000 @Uff&amp;
, P

QVIALR 99444 ) R 6 44
(or- -

M t l s

- -

go

- -

2 4a er-eye e

All other- mataF vehiel@s

-

76

-

Section 10. Section 25.08.450 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance 106360 § 403) is

amended as follows:

111
25.08.450 Modification to motor vehicles.
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y the exhaust system of a motor vehicle in a manner which will gmPlif oNo person shall modif Y

increase the noise emitted by the eLigine of such vehicle above that emitted by the muffler orig

installed on the vehicle, and it shall be unlawful for gLny person to operate a motor vehicle not equipped

as required by Sections 11.84.060 and 11.84.080 or which has been gmplified as prohibited by this

section so that the vehicle's exhaust noise exceeds ninely-five (95) decibels as measured by the Socie

of Automotive Engineers (SAE) test procedure J1 169 (MU~ 1998). (RCW 46.37.39

nai+Rer- 4ia4 pefm4s sawad- *-A- be emi#ed by t4e motor- in oh-eess Afthe

liffiitS PFOSerribed b544is S4G4RPWF-. 14 iS OfllaWfH4 fOf- "'P@FSOR tO f@FAO*e OF FORE10F iHE)P@Fa41V@, OF

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

ea,ase to be r-@+naved air Fei-;-deff-ed-

if
f
; per-atAzo, atah-R-iF 4-hiffin -48w- pwTeses of

Eeplar.ein@PA, aRy A-F spuB4 Elissipat4va deviee eaa

Section 11. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (3 0) days from and after its

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.
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Passed by the City Council the :jr_~~dayof 2001, and signedby me inopen session in

authentication of its passage this __Io"%ay of

Filed by me this -WW day of

(Seal)

32001.

,2001.



SEA TTLE CITY A TTORNE Y
MARK H. SIDRAN

July 5, 2001

Honorable Margaret Pageler

President, Seattle City Council

1106 Municipal Building

Seattle, Washington 98104

Dear Councilmember Pageler:

Enclosed for the City Council's consideration is an ordinance making several changes to

Seattle's traffic ordinances to reflect changes made in corresponding state statutes by
recent sessions of the Legislature. Most of these changes are necessary because our

traffic ordinances must be uniform with state law.

Section 1 creates a traffic infraction for violating the conditions of an interinediate

driver's license, which is issued to a person until he or she is 18 years old. Section 6

provides for criminal liability if a person continues to drive after being suspended by the

Department of Licensing for violating these conditions. As these offenses are in the state

traffic code, the primary effect of adopting a parallel City ordinance is to provide that

fines assessed for these offenses accrue to the City rather than entirely to the State.

Section 2 and 4 prohibit suspending the requirement that a person convicted of a DUI not

.operate a motor vehicle unless it is equipped with an ignition interlock. Section 7

provides that violation of this requirement is a crime. Section 5 provides that refusal of a

person arrested for DUI to submit to an alcohol or drug test is admissible at a subsequent

criminal trial.

The Legislature occasionally adds a special assessment to traffic fines to fund activities

such as emergency medical services. This session added a $10 assessment for the public

safety and education account. Rather than change our ordinances every time the

Legislature takes such action, Section 3 authorizes Seattle Municipal Court to impose

these assessments if authorized by state law.

CIVIL DIVISION

An equal employment opportunity
- affirmative act~on employer

600 FOURTH AVENUE, IOTH FLOOR, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98104-1877

(206) 684-8200 TDD (206) 233-7206 FAX (206) 684-8284



July 5, 2001

Page 2

Sections 7 through 10 conform various ordinances concerning vehicle exhaust noise to

the state standard. Again, because our ordinances must be uniform with state law, these

changes are required.

We would be happy to provide any further information to the Public Safety Committee

and the Council upon request.

Sincerely,

Mark H. Sidran

Seattle City Attorney

cc: Councilm-embers



STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
--ss.

135828 No. ORDINANCE IN FULL
City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that be is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12
th

day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily

Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.

The annexed notice, a

CT: 120481 ORD.IN FULL

was published on

09/10/01

Affidavit of Publication

Notary public for the State of Washington;.

residing in Seattle



State of Washington, King County
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