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1
11

ORDINANCE 16"VA

2

3 AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Design Commission, amending Section 3.58.040

4 and 3.58.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code to revise the term of office and eligibility

5
1

requirements for Commission members, and their advisory duties.

6

7 WHEREAS, the Seattle Design Commission was established October 1, 1968 to act in a

8 consulting capacity, advising the Mayor, City Council, department staff and

9 consultants on environmental and design aspects of City capital improvement

10 projects;

11

12 WHEREAS, the Seattle Design Commission is the only group that reviews capital

13 improvement projects from all City departments, and therefore is in a unique position

14 to advise and comment on major trends and key issues that affect the city;

15

16 WHEREAS, the professional, multidisciplinary expertise offered by the Design

17 Commission helps ensure that the citizens of Seattle receive the highest level of

18 design excellence and livability possible in public facilities and within the civic

19 envirom-nent;

20

21 WHEREAS, the Design Commission serves as an impartial and balanced venue for an open

22 ~1 discussion of the issues that arise in the context of city development;

23

24 WHEREAS, the Design Commission members serve on consultant selection panels,

25 11

offering their professional experience to the selection process;

26

27 WHEREAS, the Design Commission members provide the City with invaluable expertise,

28 knowledge and skills that help to ensure the most efficient use of limitedpublic

29 resources;

30

31 WHEREAS, the Design Commissioners currently operate under both the general conflict of

32 interest provision that all City "officers" must comply with, and a much more

33 restrictive provision included in Section 3.58.040 that applies only to the Design

34 Commission members, as well as to their employers;

35

36 WHEREAS, in recent years the Design Commission has found it increasingly difficult to

37 find members of the design community, and their employers, who are able to meet

38 the eligibility limitations related to conflict of interest and therefore be willing to

39 serve on the Design Commission;

I
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2 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS

3 11 FOLLOWS:
4

5

6

7

Section 1. Section 3.58.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

8
11

Section 3.58.040 Term of office; recusa .

9

10 A. Each member shall serve for a term of two (2) years ((exeep4hat)),with the

term of office ( for- the first membefs sha4-19~e)) staggered so that the terms of one-third (1/3)

12 of the members shall eMire eachyear.

13 1.970, and thfee (3) serve for- one 1) year-, ending May 31, 1969.)) A person appointed to

14 fill a vacancy shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term. Any member of the

15 Commission may be appointed to succeed himself or herself. The membership of the

16 Commission shall not be limited to residents of the City or residents of the state.

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

B. No member of the Commission during his or her term of office and for six (6)

months thereafter, ((and iie per-sell., fifm eF eofper-atien employing sueh member- dtffiag-sw--h

ati), eapiW if"r-ovemeRt pr-qjeet reviewed by the Geffimission dtifing sueh lem+-efoffiee. )

shall be individually eligible for emplgyment by, or to contract with, the C~y in connection

with M cgpital improvement project reviewed by this Commission, and no member shall

be involved in such coital improvement project work during such time. If a member's

eMplgyer, or a firmin which a member is a partner or has an ownership interest, is under

contract or under consideration for a contract with the Cijy during his or her term qf office,,

the member shall divulge this information in a meeting of the Commission, and shall recuse
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3

5

6

7

8

9

10

I I

12

13

14

himself or herself from M and all deliberations regarding such project until project

coMpletion or until the member's employer or firm is no longer under consideration for

contract on such project.

Section 2. Section 3.58.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

Section 3.58.080 Advisory duties.

The advisory and review function of the Commission shall include:

A.

desigH t-e-ams #30t, in its opinion, ShOU14

pr-eeedufes for- ebtaii4ng the er-edetAials and experiefiee of sueh-desigF,

15 pFeeeEkffesf,9r-eva4uatiB- of: said pr-efessionals &amp;r- speeifie

16

17 ((B-.)) Study ofprojects prior to commencement of design and ((.8eeh study-to

18 inelude ) formulation of recommended aesthetic, environmental and design principles and

19 objectives that the Commission believes should be sought in the development of the project.

20 These recommendations should be discussed with the project designers and appropriate City

21 officials prior to commencement of design work((3)).

22 ((C-))B. Review of projects from time to time during the design period and

23 recommendation for approval or changes upon completion of the schematic design phase,

24 the design development phase and the construction document phase. It shall be the function

25 of the Commission to advise and assist the project designer and appropriate City officials in

3
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the development of the project. The Commission may recommend changes in the project

designer's work or may recommend approval. Commission review of the construction

document phase shall mean review relative to compliance with previously deten-nined

environmental and aesthetic objectives.

5 C. Assist Ci:Ly officials in sgl~eqtin ~-qiect designers. At the request of the CjIy

department with responsibility for nianagement of a cqpital iLn2rovement project, individual

Commission members shall serve on the selection ]2anel that recommends design services

for the execution of such projects.

16 Passed by the City Council the J34~ day of 200 1, apd signed by me in

15

I I Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and

12 after its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten

13 (10) days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section

14 1.04.20.

.9

10

17 open session in authentication of its passage this A3ik-

18

19

20

21

President offl~e City Council

22 Approved by me this day,@kAV4V_11 q_______,2001.
23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33
11

(Seal)

Filedbymethis 1441-Ldayof



MEMORANDUM

TO: Counel I President Margaret Pageler
I

Via -%Wrgaret Kilockars, Law Department

,fj~4'
ExecutFveDII-cCtorFROW John 14 Lm

D A IT-,: A-u-1-ISA 1, -2001
Z7

SUBJECT: Proposed Revisions to the Design Coinmiss
I on Code

Transmittal

I am pleased to submit, the attached ordinance, which amends the term, ol'

office and eligibility requirements for Desigii Commission mermbel-s, and

their advisorv duties. The current provisions are very restrictiVe.

preventinoanv member ofthe Con-m-,,ilssion or their ernplover from

havin- a contract with the City for a pr 'ect that ~vould be rcv'Ie\vcd by

the Cornmission, This restrichovi is making it Increasingly inore difficult

to FCCI-1-11tand maintain Cornmjs,~I'on rnernhers.

Background

T'he Seattle Design Commission provides, an Fnvlaluahlc service to the

City and its citizens by providing expert clesign of City cap"Lal

pro..
-

P,ts. Merntiers of the Commission currently operate under -both tile

general conflict, of interest pr(wision that all Ci tv
" OHIM-S- TITILISt C01-11I)l

.

V

and a nnuch more ro-,stric[ive provision, SMC ~1.58.040, that applies

omy to the Design

The -1-nore restrictive provision prevents aiiv ineinher of the con-nmsslon~

or their lover. from havin(~ contract with tile City for a pro ect that
J

-n Commission is thex\,,ould be tevie~ved by the Cominission. The Desi,,

only body in the City that has this restriction op, the employer. For other

bodies, such a~ the Design Re%Jew Boards, the member simply recu.~es

himself or herself from the discussion an(! vote, if his or he, firm is

involved in a pro ect. The Design Commission's provision prevents any

mernbers' firm from even accepting a City contract.



We believe the oriLinal basis for this restriction dates frorn the tinie that the Cornmiss,4ron,

as a group, selected most design consultants for City capital prqjects. As the capital
Z~ -

in-iprovement prograiii grew, the Commission's role changed. and onlv individual

inembers. Of the C011-Irnission are involved in sorne consultant selection panels.

Tile practical effect of the current. code provision 'is that many talented members, of the

design community will not consider a position On the Commission, since their firms are

not -,villlng to forgo City work. As the City-s capital program has grown, fewer firms are

willirl~, to give up potential work. For example, the Commission has never been able to

attract an architect from NBBJ or Callison, the lat-Lest firnis in the city, because the entire

C7
P work, Several landscape architectsfirni,~vould be prohibited from acc-eptin~, CitV C1

have also refused offers to sit oil the Conin-tission or have resigned thetr appointments

earl y, gi ven the recent Pro Parks levy and otheT open space work.

We aiso believe that such a restrictive provision creates the falsee rinpi ~, CTP,-ession that Des',--

Corrin-i-ission menibers cannot "be trusted" to recuse therriselives from pro~lccts In which

their firnis are involved. Lastly, we believe that it has also affected our ability to develop

more ethn-u"c cultural diversity on the Commission, sitice rnanv minoritv-based firn-is

depend oil City ,kork.
I

The proposed revisions would riciude the fol lo',,Vill

Allow Commission ri-iembers' fjM,.S to accept City contracts, but still prevent

irid"vidual niembers of the Corrinlission from befil- involved In those projects,

Individual members Nvhose ornplover holds a City contraCt fol
P., Corrin-lissioll-

revieNved lpr(~'fect ,vould be required to disclosc this Information ji-id recuse hirriselr Or

.

heirself froin discussion and vote on these prqjects,

Re,,,isc dhe lafi-ua~,:e reLardfiiCT the sele-f'on ofconsuitants, mak'ma clear that the
Z7

ILI I

Con-im,lss~(-m does not select desi-i-i consultants ,.is a body, but that itidividual

i-aembers of 'lie Commissioi-i may sit oil consultant selection pariels,

Remove obsolete JariLuage about the lerri-6 of Commission members.

1
1 - iBy maiwaining the restriction oil a. Commissioner's rivolverrient as an iridIVICIL.-al, theSe

rcvl~ions would still he more re~mctivc ifian other current pro0sions rclaLed to other

r'-viev" bodies ;111 the City. We belleve that these chan,,csv0l! allo~N, us to attract, a diver.c;c

of skilled and experienced applicants to fulfil tile 'Inportant roic of the Desic,11

Commission.

There are no costs associated vvith this legislation.

if vou have any questions about tile proposed legislation, please contact me via email at

jahn.rahairr,04 or by phone at (206) 6S4-0434,



STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
--ss.

135101 No. ORDINANCE IN FULL

City of Seattle,Clerles Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now

and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12th day of June, 194 1, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily

Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.

The annexed notice, a

CT:120479 ORD.IN FULL

was published on

08/21/01

Subscribed and sworn to before me on

Notary public for the State fff Washington,

residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication



State of Washington, King County
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