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AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Design Commission, amending Section 3.58.040
and 3.58.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code to revise the term of office and eligibility

requirements for Commission members, and their advisory duties.
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ORDINANCE | 20479

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Design Commission, é.mending Section 3.58.040
and 3.58.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code to revise the term of office and eligibility
requirements for Commission members, and their advisory duties.

WHEREAS, the Seattle Design Commission was established October 1, 1968 to actina
consulting capacity, advising the Mayor, City Council, department staff and
consultants on environmental and design aspects of City capital improvement
projects;

WHEREAS, the Seattle Design Commission is the only group that reviews capital
improvement projects from all City departments, and therefore is in a unique position
to advise and comment on major trends and key issues that affect the city;

WHEREAS, the professional, multidisciplinary expertise offered by the Design
Commission helps ensure that the citizens of Seattle receive the highest level of
design excellence and livability possible in public facilities and within the civic
environment;

WHEREAS, the Design Commission serves as an impartial and balanced venue for an open
‘ discussion of the issues that arise in the context of city development;

WHEREAS, the Design Commission members serve on consultant selection panels,
offering their professional experience to the selection process;

WHEREAS, the Design Commission members provide the City with invaluable expertise,
knowledge and skills that help to ensure the most efficient use of limited public
resources;

WHEREAS, the Design Commissioners currently operate under both the general conflict of
interest provision that all City “officers” must comply with, and a much more
restrictive provision included in Section 3.58.040 that applies only to the Design
Commission members, as well as to their employers;

WHEREAS, in recent years the Design Commission has found it increasingly difficult to
find members of the design community, and their employers, who are able to meet
“the eligibility limitations related to conflict of interest and therefore be willing to
serve on the Design Commission;
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 3.58.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
Section 3.58.040 Term of office; recusal.

A. Each member shall serve for a term of two (2) years ((exeeptthat)), with the

term of office ((for-the-first-members-shall-be)) staggered so that the terms of one-third (1/3)

of the members shall expire each vear. ((fevr{4)servefortwo(2)-years;-ending-May-31;
1970 -and-three {3 ) serve-for one{1-vear-endins-May-33-10600)) A person appointed to

fill a vacancy shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term. Any member of the
Commission may be appointed to succeed himself or herself. The membership of the
Commission shall not be limited to residents of the City or residents of the state.

B. No member of the Commission during his or her term of office and for six (6)

shall be individually eligible for emplovment by, or to contract with, the City in connection

with any capital improvement project reviewed by this Commission, and no member shall

be involved in such capital improvement project work during such time. If a member’s

emplover. or a firm in which a member is a partner or has an ownership interest. is under

contract or under consideration for a contract with the City during his or her term of office,

the member shall divulge this information in a meeting of the Commission, and shall recuse
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himself or herself from any and all deliberations regarding such project until project

completion or until the member’s emplover or firm is no longer under consideration for

contract on such project.

Section 2. Section 3.58.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

Section 3.58.080 Advisory duties.

The advisory and review function of the Commission shall include:

(B-)) Study of projects prior to commencement of design and ¢GSueb-study-te
include)) formulation of recommended aesthetic, environmental and design principles and
objectives that the Commission believes should be sought in the development of the project.
These recommendations should be discussed with the project designers and appropriate City
officials prior to commencement of design work((3)).

((€))B. Review of projects from time to time during the design period and

recommendation for approval or changes upon completion of the schematic design phase,

the design development phase and the construction document phase. It shall be the function

of the Commission to advise and assist the project designer and appropriate City officials in




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

DMS/KD

Design Commission Ordinance

8/1/01

V #1

the development of the project. The Commission may recommend changes in the project
designer’s work or may recommend approval. Commission review of the construction
document phase shall mean review relative to compliance with previously determined

environmental and aesthetic objectives.

C. Assist City officials in selecting project designers. At the reguest of the City

department with responsibility for management of a capital improvement project, individual

Commission members shall serve on the selection panel that recommends design services

for the execution of such projects.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and
after its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten
(10) days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section
1.04.20. '

Passed by the City Council the 3 i 4% day of {Jssg
open session in authenticationof its passage thzs y 52 day 0

Phesses€L wk

President of e City Council =
oot

, 2001, and signed by me in

- gth
Approved by me this } day-e ,2001.

Filed by me this / &&;’day of

CPfYClerk SN g,«i 3 A A
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(Seal)
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STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY

--88.

135101 No. ORDINANCE IN FULL
City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12 day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily
Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.
The annexed notice, a .
CT:120479 ORD.IN FULL

was published on

08/21/01

f/’ (]
‘x,/j Subscribed and sworn to before me on

08/21/01
/

7 = -
Notary public for the State &f Washington, =
residing in Seattle -

Affidavit of Publication



State of Washington, King County




