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I
ORDINANCE 1949,;l ;t 47

AN ORDINANCE relating to Seattle Public Utilities, Seattle City Light and the Human Services

3 Department; authorizing new rate assistance programs for low-income households that are not

directly billed for any City utility services; and amending the Seattle Municipal Code in

4 connection therewith.

WHEREAS, the City of Seattle supports affordable housing efforts and providing assistance to low-

income residents; and

10

WHEREAS, SMC Chapter 20.76 authorizes a program of credits to partially offset billings for water,

wastewater, drainage, and solid waste services for qualified low-income households, and sets

forth the basis for qualification for, and the method of delivering, such credits; and

WHEREAS, SMC 21.49.040 authorizes Seattle City Light to assist low-income households in paying

for the cost of electricity by providing a credit on electric bills, but provides no assistance to

otherwise eligible households that are not directly billed for electricity service; and

WHEREAS, with regard to low-income households that are not directly billed for any utility service, the

I I current City programs under SMC Chapter 21.49 and 21.76 are not designed to, or in practice do

not, adequately provide utility low-income rate assistance; and

12

WHEREAS, Ordinance 119530 established a pilot program to provide low-income rate assistance for

13 electricity services to households that reside in buildings owned and operated by not-for"profit

corporations and are not directly billed for any City utility service, but whose rent payments

14 reflect the costs of such utility service; and

15

11

WHEREAS, the pilot program resulted in rents for low income households that were three percent to

eight percent less than they would have been without the credit; and

16

WHEREAS, the City desires to make the pilot program an on-going method of providing utility rate

1
7
1
1

assistance to low-income households; Now, Therefore,

18
11

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

19

20

21

22

23

24

Section 1. A new section 21.49.045 is added to the Seattle Municipal Code to read as follows:

21.49.045 Electricity service credit program

A. Electricity service credits shall be granted to not-for-profit corporations that own residential

buildings, request such credits and meet the following criteria:

I
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(i) Income Eligible Households, as defined in SMC 21.76.050.C, are among the residents of the

building for which the credit is sought;

(ii) residents are not directly billed for electricity service but pay for electricity in their rent;

(iii) the building for which the credit is sought is located within the Seattle City Light service

territory;

(iv) the building owner agrees to reduce the rent payment due from each Income Eligible

Household residing in such building in an amount equal to the electricity service credit

attributable to such Eligible Household; and

(v) the building owner annually reports the actual rent reductions during the previous year and

certifies that it shall make the rent reductions described in (iv) during the next year.

B. No electricity service credit shall be issued unless the building owner agrees to report the

10 11 information requested when and in the form requested by the Human Services Department (HSD) and

otherv se to meet all reauirements set forth bv HSD for participation in the electricity service credit
I I

program. In the event that a building owner ceases to meet the requirements set forth herein, the

12
11 Director of HSD shall advise City Light to cease to provide electricity service credits to such building

C. The Superintendent of Seattle City Light shall determine a credit for each Income Eligible

Household, which shall be 50% of the estimated average per unit charge based on the actual historical

electric usage for the building in question (excluding common areas) and current electric rates. The

electricity service credit provided to the building owner shall equal the amount so determined multiplied

by the number of Income Eligible Households within the building in question.. The electricity service

credits shall not be redeemable for cash, and shall be honored by the City only when applied to the City

account through which the building owner pays for electricity services provided to Income Eligible

Households.

Section 2. Section 21.76.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended to read as follows:

SMC 21.76.050 Method of receiving credit.

24
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Qualified persons receiving drainage, wastewater, water, or solid waste or- stfeet;afi services

shall receive credits in the amounts prescribed for in Section 21.76.040 or in equivalent amounts should

the billing period be other than monthly; provided, that no qualified person shall receive or accept utility

credits to more than one (1) utility bill for the same billing period. The credits shall be made as follows:

A. For qualified persons who receive a drainage, wastewater, water, or solid waste of stfeet

ff" bill directly, the proper credit amount shall be made on the bill as a reduction to the amount which

would otherwise be payable.

B. For qualified persons who do not receive a drainage, wastewater, water, or solid waste ef

stfeet t4ilit-y bill directly, but who may pay such utility charges indirectly as part of their rental payment,

the proper credit shall be made in the manner determined by the Director of the H+iffieffi Sepviees

Depaftffieint. aftd the Difeeter- ef Seattle Public Utilities, which in includeiffg, but is not limited to:

1. A reduction in the amount otherwise payable on the 4&amp;gIectricity service bills of

those qualified persons who do not receive drainage, wastewater, water, solid waste or- st+eL4 tAiWbills

but who do receive an electricily s dceslight-~ bill;

2. The issuance of credit vouchers in the names of qualified persons, provided that the

credit vouchers shall not be redeemable ed forin cash and shall be honored by the City only when

applied to the account through which utility services received by the qualified person are paid-.~

3. The issuance of combined utility credits in the name of each not-for-profit coMoration

that owns a residential building, requests such credits, and meets the following criteria:

(i) Income Eligible Households, as defined in 5MC 21.76.050.C, are among the residents

of the building for which the voucher is soVht-

y billed for M Cily utility service but Rgy for such service in
(ii) residents are not directI,

their rent;

ii~i) the building for which the credit is sought receives retail service from Seattle Public

Utilities;

(iv) the building owner agrees to reduce the rent pMment due from each Income Eligible

Household residing in such buildiniz in an amount equal to the combined utility credits a

such Eligible Household, an

3
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Uv the building owner annually Morts the actual rent reductions during the previous

year and certifies that it shall make the rent reductions described in (iv) during the next

ygar-

C. Combined utilitv credits shall not be redeemable for cash, and shall be honored by the City

only when gpl2lied to the City utility account through which the building owner pqys for utilijy services

provided to Income Eligible Households. No combined utilL credit shall be issued unless the buildin

owner agrees to rgport the information requested when and in the fonn requested by the Human Services

Dgpartment (HSD) and otherwise to meet all requirements set forth by HSD for the certification of the

combined utiliLy credit program. In the event that a building owner ceases to meet the requirements set

forth herein, the Director of HSD shall advise City Light and/or Seattle Public Utilities to cease to

provide combined utilily gredits to such building owner.

D. An "Income Eligible Household7meMs Qy person or related persons who: a) lease

dwelling gnl~t in a residential building in the, Cjjy of Seattle that is owned by a not-forzprofit coMQration

and b) who meet the income qualifications under SMC 21.76.030.Al - A4. The unit mu have its own

bathroom and/or cooking facilijy or share bghLo-oms and/or cooking facilities with other units. Based

on the requirements contpined in SMC Chgpter 21.76 and those develgped by the Director of HSD,

participating building owners will determine, on an annual basis, the eligibilily of houspholds for rent

reduction.
.

E. For pMoses of this Section 21.76.050, "combined utilijy credit" means the reduction in the

amount otherwise pgyable for water, drainage and wastewater or solid waste services Qn behalf of

Income Eligible Housgholds.

4
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Section 3. All acts taken pursuant to the authority of this ordinance but prior to its effective date

are ratified, approved and confirmed.

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ton (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.
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Passed by the City Council the j)-6 day of C)eLeSn~~000, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this I day of !Qece M)2 _QLU ,
2000.

President of the City Co"ci

-~A-

Approved by me this P~' day of PC C6 2000.

Filed by me this IT' '
day of

il

2000.

City Clerk

Seal)
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Mar,jaret Carter - New Ordinance to be placed on referrals calendar
6 9

1 W --- I -------------- i~--

From: Saroja Reddy

To: Margaret Carter

Date: 11/29/2000 3:25 PM

Subject: New Ordinance to be placed on referrals calendar

CC: Michaelanne Ehrenberg

This is a title for an ordinance is to be placed on Monday's referrals calender.

I

AN ORDINANCE relating to Seattle Public Utilities, Seattle City Light,
and the Human Services Department; authorizing new rate assistance programs for low-

income households that are not directly billed for any City utility services; and amending the Seattle Municipal Code in connection therewith.

This is sponsored by Hiedi Wills for referral to Full Council (for a vote on December 11) I'm working onthe guts as we speaak. Ifyou have any questions,

please call me. Thanks Margaret!

10
, .

;
Will,

OU(

- r,
e.

file://DATEMP\GWJ 0000 1 ETM 11/29/2000



STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
--ss.

125917 No. Ordinance In

City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of

Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now

and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now

and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this

newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12'~ day of June, 1941, approved as a legal

newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily

Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.

The annexed notice, a

CT: 120220/Ord In Ful

was published on

12/28/00

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is the sum of $0.00, which amount

has been paid in full,

Subscribed and sworn to before me on

Affidavit of Publication

Not tublic for the S te of Washington,

residing in Seattle
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