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AN ORDINANCE relating to motor vehicles; providing for the immediate impound of junk motor

vehicles; amending a reference pertaining to abandoned vehicles; setting penalties for leaving

j
unk motor vehicles on City property, and amending Chapters 11. 3 0 and 11. 72 in connection

therewith.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 11.30.040 A of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended by adding a new

subsection thereto as follows:

SMC 11.30.040 When a vehicle may be impounded without prior notice.

A. A vehicle may be impounded with or without citation and without giving prior notice to

it
's owner as

required in Section 11.30.060 hereof only under the following circumstances:

8. When the vehicle is a "junk motor vehicle" as defined in SMQ 11.14.268, and is parked on a street,

alley, or Iyay open to the public, or on municipal or other public Propegy .

Section 2. Section 11.30.060 B of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SMC 11.30.060 When a vehicle may be impounded after notice.

B. When such vehicle is abandoned, as that term is defined in ((R-CIAI Ghaptef 4 6.5~)) SMQ 11. 14.015, as

now or hereafter amended; or

Section 3. Chapter 11.72 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended by adding a new section as

follows:

11.72.500 Junk Vehicles.

A. No person shall park a junk motor vehicle on a street, alley, or way open to the public, or on

municipal or other public property.
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B. Violation of subsection A is a Class I civil infraction as contemplated by Chapter 7.80 RCW for

which there shall be a penalty of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00), which penalty shall not be

suspended or deferred.

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the a, day of

session in authentication of its passage this Q~~day of

:DeZu tfa 411-

2

2000, and signed by me in open

~

2000.

President ",..) of the CiW Council

.A

Approved by me this I
A

day of OC'f Ok3

Seal)



City of Seattle
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Seattle Police Department
Gil Kerlikowske, Chief of Police

September 8, 2000

Council President Pro Tem Jan Drago

600 Fourtli Avenue, I I
'h

floor

Seattle, WA 98104-1876

Re: Request for Amendments to SMC 11.30 and 11.72

Dear Council President Pro Tem Drago:

VIA CBO

The Seattle Police Department respectfully requests amendments to the following

sections of Title 11 of the Seattle Municipal Code, as indicated within the attached

proposed ordinance. This requested legislation is a companion piece to Council Bills

113347 and 113348 that are now before the Transportation Committee. The accumulation

of junk motor vehicles on public property
contrib~tes to urban blight and the reduction in

quality of life for the citizens of Seattle.

This is the summary of the proposed changes: Section I allows for the immediate

impound of junk motor vehicles from public property. Section 2 corrects a reference to

the definition of abandoned vehicle within 11.30.060 "When a vehicle may be

impounded with prior notice." Section 3 makes parking a Junk motor vehicle on public

property an infraction.

Section 1. This allows impound without prior notice of a junk motor vehicle left

on public property. To meet the definition of a junk motor vehicle, the vehicle left on

public property must meet three of the six descriptors in the proposed section 11. 14.268

defining "Junk motor vehicle," contained in Council Bill 113348. In brief, they are: left

on private property without permission, left on public property for at least twenty-four

hours, extensively damaged, apparently inoperable, valued at $500 or less, or without a

current vehicle registration.

A junk motor vehicle left on public property has obviously been discarded as

rubbish, and the owner has no intent of retrieving it, even after given notice. This has

been continually observed by Seattle Police Department officers and parking enforcement

officers who have posted notice on these junk motor vehicles in the past, and the vehicles

are not removed. There is no reason to lengthen the stay of junk motor vehicles, which

are the subject of a large number of complaints to the Police Department.

Seattle Police Department, 61OThirdAvenue, Seattle, WA98104-1886

An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon requp
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Section 2. This corrects a reference in error within Subsection 11.30.060(B) regarding the

definition of abandoned vehicle. The current definition RCW 46.55 refers to a vehicle which has

already been impounded and unclaimed after 120 hours. This change will refer back to the

definition in Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 11. 14, which is an accurate reference.

This subsection applies to certain impounds from private property, independent of the

other two changes requested herein, and also independent of proposed changes within Council

Bill 113348.

Section 3. This change will create an infraction for parking a Junk motor vehicle on

public property. It is necessary because these vehicles are currently removed under Section

11.72.440 "Twenty-four (24) hours." The proposed changes to this section within Council Bill

113348 exclude junk motor vehicles from the new section 11.72.440 "Seventy-two(72)hours."

The exclusion is a benefit, since the citizens do not want to wait three days for the Seattle Police

Department to cite and remove these vehicles from public property.

However, there remains no infraction for leaving the junk motor vehicle on public

property. This type of parking infraction, where rubbish has essentially been left for the City to

clean up, is more serious than other parking infractions. The largest parking complaint we
receive is for abandoned vehicles, and many of these are junk motor vehicles. The Police

Department has a hotline to log these complaints due t
to high call volume. Our Parking

Enforcement Unit has established a patrollmig task force to address abandoned vehicle

complaints. Even our Community Police Team officers are spending a significant amount of time

addressing these complaints. For example, officers have found that vehicles are dumped on the

street after the desired parts have been removed, or when a vehicle purchased at auction can not

be made to run. These are only a couple of the many reasons junk motor vehicles are dumped on

public property.

We have found that there are many repeat offenders as well. This is because the penalty

is small, and the City continues to remove the offender's vehicles for them, as they desired. The

proposed penalty is a class I civil infraction, with a fine of $250. This is equivalent to the penalty

for parking unlawfully in a disabled parking space, which is equally as important. This penalty

provides a strong disincentive for dumping a junk motor vehicle on public property.

Thank you for considering these proposed changes. They will benefit all citizens of the

City by reducing the number of junk motor vehicles dumped on pubic property, and speeding

their removal when they are dumped.

Sincerely,

R. Gil Kerlikowske

Chief of Police

_x

Assistant Chief Clark Kimerer

Chief of Staff
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Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an

authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce, a

daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general

circulation and it is now and has been for more than six months

prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle,

King County, Washington, and it is now and during all of said time

was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of

publication of this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce

was on the 12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper

by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular

issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was regularly

distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The

annexed notice, a

CT:120102 ORDINANCE

was published on

10/09/00

The amount of the fee

chargeAd~thc

fo egoing publication is

the sum of has be4AiS4id in full.

ubk for the St2tkdt Washington,
residing in Se;itt e

Affidavit of Publication
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