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31 AN ORDINANCE relating to the Traffic Code; clarifying the definition of "abandoned junk motor

vehicle" and amending Chapter 11. 14 of the Seattle Municipal Code in connection therewith.
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WHEREAS, clarifying the definition of "junk vehicles" will enhance enforcement of the impound

provisions of the Traffic Code; NOW, THEREFORE,
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 11.14 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

SMC ((U-444W)) 11.14.268 ((Abandoned)) ((j))Junk motor vehicle.

L AlbaR49ned)) junk motor vehicle" means any motor vehicle ((s4sta-pAiall ) meeting at least

three of the following requirements:

A. Left on private property without the permission of the person having right to the possession of the

property~((F))

B. Left on ((~*)) a street, alley., ((of)) way open to the public, or on municipal or other public propfrty

for ((fi~ ei&amp; twenty-four (24) hours or longer; ((aff4))

C. Extensively damaged, such damage including but not limited to any of the following: A

broken window or windshield, missing wheels, tires, motor, or transmission; ((a*4))

((C--.)) D. Apparently inoperable; ((an4))

((P-.)) E. Having a fair market value of ((Qae)) Five Hundred Dollars ((($190) ) ($500)

or less. (((RGW 4 6.5~1~))

F. Without a current certificate of registration or a current and proper vehicle license.

2. (-Vehicles in violation of this Section-) Junk Motor Vehicles are subject to im]2oundment as

provided for in Chqpter 11.3 0 SMQ in addition to any other penalty provided for by law.
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Section 2. This -ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the -City Council the
6

_15~~day o"

session in authentication of its passage this .2 5j5-~day of

2000, and signed by me in open

;e...tv IIA-

Presidenf~' of the GW Council
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Approved by me this I
"

day-of QCTCO6&amp;" 2000.

Filed by me this OW day of

(Seal)

H

,2000.
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City of Seattle

Seattle Police Department

Pa-ud Se-hell, "Via-yot;

Gil Kerlikowske, Chief of Police

September 8, 2000

Councilmember Richard McIver

600 Fourth Avenue, I I
th

floor

Seattle, WA 98104-1876

Re: Amendment to Council Bill 113348

Dear Councilmember McIver:

VIA CBO

The Seattle Police Department respectfully requests that Council Bill

113348 be amended to include one more designator of a 'Junk motor

vehicle." Currently, the bill designates a junk motor vehicle as one that

meets three of the following five conditions: (1) on private property without

permission of the owner; (2) on public property more than 24 hours; (3)

extensively damaged; (4) apparently inoperable; and (5) having a fair market

value of $500 or less. The amendment includes a sixth factor subsection F

that states, Without a current certificate of registration or a current and

proper vehicle license." The proposed amendment allows for a definition

that more closely follows RCW 46.79.010 which defines the state version of

'Junk vehicle." Moreover, this amendment gives police and parking

enforcement officers another tool to impound junk motor vehicles. This will

improve quality of life for the citizens of Seattle and reduce urban blight.

Sincerely,

R. Gil Kerlikowske

Chief of Police

Assistant Chief Clark Kimerer

Chief of Staff

Seattle Police Department, 610 Third Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104-1886

An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon reque~f.'

Call k206) 2-33- 1203 Lit leasL LWO WeIMS in advance.
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Seattle Transportation

Daryl R. Grigsby, Director

August 15, 2000

Honorable Margaret Pageler

President, Seattle City Council

1100 Municipal Building

600 Fourth Avenue

Seattle, Washington 98104

Dear Councilmember Pageler:

Subject: Two coMpanion Ordinances amending Ordinance 108200 and SMC 11. 14.26 8 and

11.72.440 (Traffic Code)

REQUEST: We request the amendment of Ordinance 108200, and subsequently, Seattle Municipal Code 11.14.268

and 11.72.440. These two amendments would, respectively, clarify the definition of "junk motor vehicle" and change

the current 24-hour parking law to 72 hours.

BACKGROUND: The City Traffic Code currently prohibits vehicles from being parked on the street longer than 24

consecutive hours. While supporting important City goals, this conflicts with the goal of reducing automobile use.

Basic to Seattle's Transportation Strategic Plan is the concept of promoting alternative transportation use and

encouraging citizens to leave their vehicles at home. The change from 24 hours to 72 hours would not affect (SMC)

11.72.330 (Posted Signs) that allows the City to provide 24-hour notice to clear the streets of vehicles for the purpose

of utility work, special events, and removingjunk motor vehicles. Officially, posted parking restrictions
(i.e.,

time

limit, loading zones, parking meters, etc.) would also continue to be in effect after 24 hours.

At the same time, we are proposing a clarification and updating of the definition of "junk motor vehicle" to enhance

enforcement of the impound provisions of the Traffic Code and also reflecting that these vehicles need to be cited in

writing before they are towed.

IMPORTANCE: Citizens need to know they can use alternative modes of transportation and not be penalized if their

vehicle stays on the street for longer than 24 hours. Changing the language to allow for a longer window of time and

redefining junk motor vehicle without changing the current utility work/special events/posted sign language would help

support the City's goal to encourage citizens to leave their vehicles at home.

If there are any questions, please contact Bill Jack at 684-8329. Thank you.

DaryFIR. Grigsby

Director

DRG:cmn

Attachments

9-

Ccintral Buildhng, 810 ThirdAvenue, Room 754, Seattle, WA 98104-i6l8

Tel: (206) 684-7623, TTY/TDD: (206) 684-4009, Fax: (206') 615-0899

An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request.
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Traffic Code; clarifying the definition of "abandoned junk motor

vehicle" and amending Chapter 11. 14 of the Seattle Municipal Code in connection therewith.

WHEREAS, clariNng the definition of 'Junk vehicles" will enhance enforcement of the impound

provisions oNe Traffic Code; NOW, THEREFORE,

8

10

BE IT ORDAINED BY T CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 11. 1 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

CITY OF SEA '

SMC ((11. 14.010 ) 11.14.268

7))
((j))Junk motor vehicle.

L "((Abaiidatied ) Junk motor vehicl means any motor vehicle ((s"stafitially)) meeting at leastin

three o the following requirements:

12
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14

A. Left on private property without the permis 'on

\of

the person having right to the possession of the

I to

property~ffi))

B. Left on ((ef)) a street, alley, ((e+)) way open to the p lie, or on municipal or other public-piop=

of

15

16

for ((foi4y eight 1,48") twenty-four (24) hours or longer; ((ai+d))

((B-.)) C. Extensively damaged, such damage including but
notlliil~ited to any of the following: A

17 broken window or windshield, missing wheels, tires, motor, or transmissl~qn; ((a+id))

18 ((C-.)) D. Apparently inoperable; ((aftd))

19 ((D-)) E. Having a fair market value of ((Gffe)) Five Hundred Dollars ((") ($500)

20 or less. (((RGW 46.52.145)))

211 2. Vehicles in violation of this section are subiect to imi)oundment as Provided for in MaDter 11.30

22

23

24

SMC in addition to any other penalty provided for by law.

I
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Section 2, This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within, ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Pas City Council the day of 2000, and signed by me in open

session in
=n

of its passage this_ day of 2000.

President of the City Council

10

I I
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15 (Seal)
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Approved by me this
-- I,,,-

day of 2000.

Filed by me this _ day of
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STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
123424
CitY Of Seattle,Clerk's office

_ss.

No.
FULL ORD

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an

authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce, a

daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general

circulation and it is now and has,been for more than six months

prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle,

King County, Washington, and it is now and during all of said time

was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of

publication of this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce

was on the 12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper

by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular

issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was regularly

distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The

annexed notice, a

CT:120098 ORDINANCE

was published on

10/09/00

the sum of whi o4ni"M
-

eeq paio ~ifi
f

ill

The amount of the fee charged for foregoin publication is

Public for the Stare of Washington,
residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication
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