AN ORDINANCE relating to Animal Control; adding definitions of
dangerous and potentially dangerous animals; adding and expanding
definitions of different classifications of animals; clarifying the
Director’s authority to detain and dispose of certain animals;
amending the appeals process and the authority of the Hearing
Examinér on appeal; separating the licensing requirement from the
vaccination requirement; increasing the insurance requirement for
guard dogs, granting an exemption to the requirement to display a

ccurrent license and amending - Chapter 9.25 and Chapter 9.26-0f the
Seattle Municipal Code in accordance therewith:
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orpinance | 14994

AN ORDINANCE relating to Animal Control; adding definitions of dangerous and potentially
dangerous animals; adding and expanding definitions of different classifications of animals;
clarifying the Director’s authority to detain and dispose of certain animals; amending the appeals
process and the authority of the Hearing Examiner on appeal; separating the licensing
requirement from the vaccination requirement; increasing the insurance requirement for guard
dogs, granting an exemption to the requirement to display a current license and amending
Chapter 9.25 and Chapter 9.26 of the Seattle Municipal Code in accordance therewith.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 9.25.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25.020 Definitions-A - E.
As used in this chapter, except where a different meaning is plainly apparent from the context,
the following definitions apply:
A. "Abandon" means the act of leaving an animal:
1. Without food, water, or care for twenty-four (24) hours or more; or
2. In a situation where the conditions present an immediate, direct, and serious threat to
the life, safety, or health of the animal.
B. "Alter" means to permanently render an animal incapable of reproduction.
C. “Animal” means any living non-human mammal, bird. reptile, or amphibian.
((€))D. "Animal Control Officer" means any person who is employed with the Seattle Division

of Animal Control or appointed by the Director for the purpose of aiding in the enforcement of any

ordinance, or relating to the licensing control, quarantine, seizure or impoundment of animals.

E. “At large” means a dog or other animal inside The City of Seattle, off the premises of the

owner, and not under control by a leash of eight (8) feet in length or shorter.

((B))E. "City" means The City of Seattle.
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((E))G. "Dangerous animal” means any animal {;-ether-than-the-conmmon-househeld-cat-er-dog;

nfuring-a-humen-being)) that according to the records of the appropriate authority, (a) has inflicted
severe injury on a human being without provocation on public or private property, (b) has killed a

domestic animal without provocation while off the owner’s property. or (¢) has been previously found to

be potentially dangerous., whose owner has received notice of such, which animal again aggressively

bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or domestic animals.

((B))H. "Director” means the Executive Services Director of Thé City of Seattle or his/her
authorized representative.

((6)1. "Department" means the Executive Services Department of The City of Seattle.

((E))]. "Disposed of in a humane manner” means euthanized by a lethal dose of sodium
pentobarbital or its equivalent.

(K. "Detain" means to place an animal in custody.

L. “Domestic Animal” means an animal that is livestock, a companion animal, or both.
1. “Livestock” means any species of animal commonly used by inhabitants of
Washington State for food. fiber, or draft purposes.

2. “Companion animal” means any species of animal commonly kept by inhabitants of

Washington State as a pet or for companionship, except that snakes exceeding eight (8) feet in length

venomous reptiles (regardless of whether the venom glands have been removed). and venomous

amphibians (regardless of whether the venom glands have been removed) are not domestic animals, even

if such animals are commonly kept by inhabitants of Washington State pets or for companionship.
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M. “Exotic animal” means any species of animal that is both: 1) not a domestic animal, and 2)

of “exotic animal” contained in this section includes but is not limited to:

1. All animals of the order Primates (as primates) except humans:

2. All animals of the family Canidae (as dogs, wolves, jackals. or foxes) and their hybrid

except for the domestic dog Canis familiaris;

3. _All animals of the family Felidae (as lions. tigers, jaguars, leopards, cougars, or cheetahs)

and their hybrid, except for the domestic cat Felis catus;
4. _All animals of the family Ursidae (as bears):
5. Al animals of the family Hyaenidae (as hyenas);

6. All animals of the order Crocodylia (as alligators, crocodiles, gavials, or caimans),

7. _All animals of the family Elephantidae (as elephants):
8. _All animals of the order Perissodactyla (as horses, rhinoceroses. or tapirs);

9. All animals of the order Artiodactyla (as camels, cattle, deer, giraffes, goats.

hippopotamuses, liamas, pigs, or sheep};

“Exotic_animal also includes all venomous reptiles and amphibians, (regardless of whether the
venom glands have been removed), and all snakes that are eight (8) feet or more in length. An animal that
is normally domesticated, but that is determined to be wild or feral, shall be considered an exotic animal.

Section 2. Section 9.25.021 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.021 Definitions-F - J.

As used in this chapter, except where a different meaning is plainly apparent from the context,

the following definitions apply:
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A. "Guard dog" or "attack dog" means an((¥)) animal in the taxonomic classification Canis
Familiaris (also referred to as the common household dog) ((mmember-ofthe-dogfamily-(Canidae})), not
owned by a government agency, which has been trained and is used for the purpose of protecting
persons or property by exhibiting hostile and aggressive propensities, or which will attack on signal or
command.

B. "Harboring" means allowing any animal to remain, be lodged, fed, or sheltered on the
property one owns, occupies or conirols, for more than twenty-four (24) hours.

C. "Holding period" means seventy-two (72) hours commencing at the close of regular business
on the day of detainment of any unlicensed or unidentified cat or dog, and one hundred forty-four (144)
hours for any licensed or identified animal, excluding days the City Animal Shelter is not open to the
public.

Section 3. Section 9.25.023 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.023 Definitions-P - T.

As used in this chapter, except where a different meaning is plainly apparent from the context,
the following definitions apply:

A. "Permit" means human conduct in relation to an owned animal which is intentional,
deliberate, careless, inadvertent or negligent.

B. "Potbelly pig" means that type of swine commonly known as the Vietnamese, Chinese, or

Asian Potbelly Pig (Sus scrofa vittatus).

C. “Potentially dangerous animal” means any animal that when unprovoked: (a) Inflicts bites on

a human or a domestic animal either on public or private property. or (b) chases or approaches a person

on public property or on private property (other than that of the animal’s owner) in a menacing fashion
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or apparent attitude of attack, or any animal with a known propensity, tendency, or disposition o attack

unprovoked, to cause inj or otherwise to threate a of humans or domestic animals.
D. “Secure animal shelter” means an animal shelter that agrees to accept an animal and that

agrees to the following conditions:

1. Not to release the animal from the shelter for the rest of the animal’s natural life:

2. Not to allow the animal to come into contact with the general public for the rest of the

animal’s natural life:

- 3. Not to allow the former owner to have contact with the animal;

4. To indemnify and hold the City harmless from any and all future liability including

any and all claims, demands. damages, liabilities, causes, suits or action of any kind or nature

whatsoever relative to past or future care and custody of the animal and to the animal’s future behavior.

5. To notify the City if the shelter goes out of business or can no longer keep the antmal

and to abide by the City’s disposition instructions.

E. “Service dog” means a dog that is trained for the purposes of assisting or accommoedating a

disabled person’s sensory. mental, or physical disability.

F. “Severe Injury”’ means any physical injury that results in broken bones or disfiguring

lacerations requiring multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery. It also means transmittal of an infectious or

contagious disease by an animal.

((€))G. "Trespassing" means any animal which enters upon the property of another person
without the authorization of the lawful occupant.

Section 4. Section 9.25.024 of the Seattle Municipal Code is repealed.

Section 5. Section 9.25.030 of the Seattle Municipal Codé is amended as follows:

9.25.030 Authority of the Director.
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A. The Director is authorized to:

1. Make rules for the interpretation and implementation of this chapter, pursuant to the
Administrative Code;

2. Accept the surrender of animals to the City Animal Shelter;

3. Permit or deny adoption from the City Animal Shelter of animals that have been
surrendered to the City, or which are stray or under detainment and unclaimed after the expiration of a
holding period;

4. Direct immediate humane dispbsal of:

(a) any exotic animal;

(b) any animal surrendered to the City for humane disposaly((;e={b}))

(c) any animal determined by the Seattle Municipal Court or any other court of
law to be a nuisance;((;)) ((vieious;-or-dangereus;or{e}))

(d) any animal involved in a court proceeding in which the owner pled guilty or
was found to be guilty of owning a nuisance ((svieieus)) or dangerous animal

or in which the owner pled guilty or was found to be guilty of negligent
control of an animal:((4&}))

(e) any animal unclaimed after the expiration of a holding period;((exte}))

(f) any animal determined by the Director to be ((vteieus-or)) dangerous pursuant
to SMC Section 9.25.035;

5. Detain animals found to be unlicensed, or abandoned, or at large, or in inhumane
conditions, or to be a nuisance, or to be {(xietous)) _e_)g_g_)ﬁ_g or dangerous, or otherwise found tobeina
circumstance violative of this chapter or any other provision of law;

6. Collect cats, dogs and other animals found dead on the public areas of the City, or
from private property on request of the occupant of the property, and to bury, cremate, or arrange for the

disposal of such animal;
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7. Appoint agents for the collection of pig, dog and cat license fees and other fees
established by Chapter 9.26 of the Seattle Municipal Code. including past due fees and penalties;

8. Grant, renew, suspend, revoke, or deny licenses according to the terms of this chapter;

9. Administer the City Animal Shelter;

10. Administer the City Spay and Neuter Clinic and Program;

11. Charge and collect fees for the services authorized by this chapter, as established by
Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.26 , known as the "Animal Fee Ordinance,” as now existing or
hereafter amended, revised or re-enacted;

12. Reduce fees for the adoption or redemption of any animal, when, in the discretion of
the Director, such a reduction is in the best interests of the animal;

13. Appoint persons experienced in the humane trapping of animals to set and bait a trap
or use other devices that do not physically harm an animal trapped, when, in the judgment of the
Director, such action will protect the public peace, health, safety and welfare and issue live animal
trapping permits as authorized by the Director of Finance by rule;

14. Implant into animals leaving the shelter through adoption or redemption a microchip

for identification purposes.

15. Direct disposition of exotic animals, including but not limited to transfer to a
zoological garden or herpetarium.

16. Refund fees for overpayment or services not provided.

17. Detain an animal that is the subiect of any violation of law. or whose owner is

accused of violating any law relating to that animal. and collect from the owner all costs of detainment,

care, feeding. and disposition.
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18. Direct disposition of dangerous animals to a secured animal shelter as provided for in

this Chapter.

B. The Director shall keep records of the handling and licensure of animals in the City.

C. Nothing prohibits the Police Department from enforcing provisions of this chapter.

D. The Director is authorized to enforce Seattie Municipal Code Sections 18.12.080, 18.12.100
and 18.12.110 as authorized by the Superintendent of Parks and Recreation by rule.

E. The Director is authorized to enforce Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.12 and Seattle
Municipal Code Section 10.72.020 , subject to such restriction or qualification as the Director of the
Seattle-King County Department of Public Health may establish by rule.

Section 6. Section 9.25.035 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.035 Declaration that an animal is ((vieious-or)) dangerous-((Orderofhumane
disposal)) Disposition; Right to meeting.

A. The Director, upon the petition of any person, or at his or her own discretion, may conduct an
investigation, and if the findings of the investigation so indicate, he or she may declare an animal to be
((vietons-or)) dangerous ((and)). If a domestic animal is found to be dangerous, the Director shall enter-

an order so stating and shall direct either: ((may erder)) 1) humane disposal of the animal; or 2) that the

animal be sent at the owner’s expense to a secure animal shelter. The owner is responsible for paving all

fees owed to the City for the care of the animal.
B. Before declaring an animal to be ((vieters-or)) dangerous or directing the disposition of the

animal, the Director shall notify the owner in writing of the reasons why the animal is believed to be

((vicious-er)) dangerous((and-subject-to-rumane-dispesal)), the proposed disposition of the animal, the

authority for the proposed action, and that the Director will make a final determination after the

expiration of twenty (20) days following service of the notice, or, if sent by certified mail, within twenty

(20) days after the date of delivery as shown on the returned receipt. In addition, the notice shall inform

e
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f{ i,
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the owner that he or she will be provided an opportunity to meet with the Director ((-ex-the-Manager-of

the-Animal-Control-Division-as-the Director's-designee)), at which meeting the owner may give, orally
((endf)) or in writing, any reasons or information as to. why the animal should not be ((destroyed))

declared to be dangerous, or why the Director should direct that the animal be sent to a secure animal

shelter instead of directing humane disposal. The notice shall state the date, time and location of the
meeting, which will occur prior to the expiration of twenty (20) days following delivery of the notice.
The notice shall be sent by regular and certified mail, return receipt requested, or delivered in person to
the owner at the owner's last address known to the Director.

C. The Director will consider directing that an animal be sent to a secure animal shelter only

upon request of the owner. The owner shall bear the burden to establish that an animal shelter is

available that meets the criteria for a secure animal shelter, that the shelter will accept the animal, and

that the owner is willing and able to pay all expenses for transporting the animal.

((€)) D. In the event the Director finds an animal to be ((vieieus-or)) dangerous ((and-erders
hwmene-dispesal)) and directs disposition of the animal, the declaration and ((erder)) directive shall be
in writing in the form of an order, and shall include a recital of the authority for the action, a brief and

concise statement of the facts ((whi

supports the disposition, and contain the Director's signature. A copy of the order, including notice of
g Py g

the right to appeal, shall be sent by regular and certified mail, return receipt requested, or delivered in

person to the owner.
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Section 7. Section 9.25.036 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25.036 Appeal of Director's ((erder)) determination.

Appeal.

A. Availability of Appeal. An owner may appeal a determination of the Director declaring an

- animal to be dangerous or ((erdering)) directing the ((humane-dispesat)) disposition of an ((vieieus-or

dangerous-)) animal ((to-the-office-of the-Hearing Examiner)) by filing a notice of appeal and written

request for a hearing, with the Hearing Examiner by five o’clock (5:00 p.m.) on the tenth (10) calendar

day ((withinten-(10)-days-) after the date of delivery of the Director's order.((;)) A notice that an animal

is to be humanely disposed of that is based either on a conviction of the animal’s owner of possessing a

dangerous animal or on a conviction of the animal’s owner of negligent control of an animal may not be

appealed under this Section. The date of delivery of the Director’s order shall be the date evidenced by a

((as-neted-by-the)) signed returned receipt, an affidavit of service, or three days after the date of mailing

asshownina declaration of mailing. When the last day of the appeal period falls on a Saturday,

Sunday, or City holiday. the period shall run until five o’clock p.m. (5:00 p.m.) on the next business day.

aptmats-humane-dispesak))Process.

1. An appeal shall conform to the requirements of Hearing Examiner Rule 3.01(d) in

that it must be in writing, and contain the following:

10
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(a)_A brief statement as to how the owner is significantly affected by or interested in the

decision of the Director;

(b) A brief statement of the owner’s issues on appeal. noting owner’s specific exceptions

and objections to the Director’s Determination and Order;

(c) The relief requested, such as reversal of the Director’s Order;

(d) Signature, address, and phone number of the owner, and name and address

of owner’s designated representative. if any.

2. The Hearing Examiner shall summarily dismiss an appeal without hearing which
the Hearing Examiner determines to be without merit on its face, frivolous. or brought merely to secure
a delay.

3. Anv person beneficiallv interested or the Director shall only obtain judicial review

of the Hearing Examiner’s decision by applying for a Writ of Review in the Superior Court of

Washington in and for King County in accordance with the procedure set forth in Chapter 7.16 RCW

and other applicable law and local court rules within ten (10) days of the date of the decision.

C._Standard of Review. Appeals shall be considered de novo. The owner shall have the burden

of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that the Director’s decision was incorrect. In the case of

an order ordering the humane disposal of exotic animals or livestock under SMC 9.25.030(A)(4). the

owner shall have the burden of proving that a reasonable alternative disposition is available. In the case

of a directive of humane disposal for dangerous animals. the owner shall have the burden of proving that

the Director’s decision not to allow the animal to be sent to a secure animal shelter was arbitrary and

capricious.
Section 8. Section 9.25.037 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.037 Authority of Hearing Examiner.

11
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A. The Hearing Examiner shall conduct the review of an appeal ((fronr-an-erderfor-the-humane
dispesition-ofan-animal)) in an expedited manner and shall make a decision thereon. The procedures of
Sections 3.02.090 and 3.02.100 shall apply, except that the intervals for action shall be compressed so
that, unless both the owner and the Director consent, the time elapsed between the date of the notice of

appeal and the Hearing Examiner's determination shall not exceed thifty (30) days.

Ceurt:)) ‘

B. Hearing Examiner’s Authority.

1. The Hearing Examiner may affirm or reverse the Director’s decision in whole or

in part, or remand the decision to the Director for further consideration.

2. The decision of the Hearing Examiner shall be final subject to judicial review in

the Superior Court.

Section 9. Section 9.25.045 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.045 Municipal Spay and Neuter Clinic.

A. There shall be a Municipal Spay and Neuter Clinic, as provided by Ordinance 107631, at
which members of the public may have cats and dogs spayed or neutered in a humane manner upon

payment of fees as provided by the Animal Fee Ordinance (Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.26 ).

12 %f?
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B. Such fees shall include immunization of dogs and cats as deemed necessary by the
spay/neuter veterinarian at the time of surgery.

C. The clinic shall operate at a level according to public demand and shall be financed by
surgery fees, pet license fees for unaltered animals and other means necessary ((--proevided-lieense-fees

for-altered-animals-shall-not-be-inereased)).

D. Every dog and cat sterilized at the clinic shall be properly licensed with a current City of

Seattle pet license if the animal resides in the City of Seaitle.

Section 10. Section 9.25.046 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.046 Waiver of City liability.

A. Persons submitting dogs and cats for any service identified in Section 9.25.045 of this
chapter shall sign a consent form certifying thereon under penalty of perjury that they are the owner of
said animal(s) or are otherwise authorized to present the animal for the above operation, and such
persons may be required to furnish proof of such ownership or authority.

B. Such consent shall contain a waiver, to the extent permitted by law, of any and all liability of

the City, its agents, and any City employee for the injury or death to an animal arising out of the
aforementioned operation or any service provided incidental thereto.

Section 11. Section 9.25.047 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.047 Return date establishment.

The Director shall establish a return date by which persons submitting animals for any of the
services identified in Section 9.25.045 of this chapter shall pick up said animals or be subject to a
reasonable board and care fee to commence on the day after such a return date. Failure to pick up an

animal within five (5) days of said return date shall be deemed abandonment of such animal. The

13
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Director shall serve notice upon the owner or mail notice by regular and certified mail, return receipt
requested, and if fees are not paid, the Director may dispose of it by adoption or euthanasia.

Section 12. Section 9.25.048 of the Seattle Municipal Code is recodified in Section 9.25.045 and
Section 9.25.048 is repealed:

Section 13. There is added to the Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.25 a new Section 9.25.049
as follows:

9.25.049 Rabies vaccination required.

All dogs and cats four (4) months of age or older shall be vaccinated against rabies.

Section 14. Section 9.25.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.050 Animal licenses and permits generally.

A. The following animal licenses shall be required: potbelly pig, cat, and dog licenses, guard and

attack dog licenses, and ((dangerens)) gxotic animal ((Heenses)) permits.

((B))B. Licenses and permits are not transferable.

((B)C. Applications for licenses and permits shall be made on forms approved by the Director
and shall be accompanied by the fee set by the Animal Fee Ordinance (Seattle Municipal Code Chapter
9.26) and, in the case of cat or dog licenses, proof of alteration if the animal is altered. Licenses shall be

issued in the name of the owner, and shall be numbered. Licenses shall be issued for a twelve (12)
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Seetton-9-26-026-C- ))and may include a twelve (12) month renewal. A provisional cat or dog license
shall be for a six-month period. Guard or Attack Dog licenses shall be issued for a twelve (12) month

period only upon the applicant’s compliance with Section 9.25.054. Fach permit or subsequent license

renewal for the same animal shall commence from the expiration date of the last valid license or permit.
D. A City of Seattle animal license does not relieve the owner of the obligation to obtain any
other permit or license otherwise required by local, state or federal law.
Section 15. Section 9.25.051 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25.051 Cat and dog licenses.
Any owner of a ((weaned)) cat or dog over the age of eight (8) weeks must obtain a valid license

for each such animal. Within thirty (30) days of entry of any cat or dog into The City of Seattle, the

owner of the cat or dog must obtain a valid license for each such animal.

Section 16. Section 9.25.052 of the Seattle Mumicipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.052 ((Mimiaturep)) Potbelly pig licenses.

No potbelly pig may be kept as a domestic pet in the city if it is greater than twenty-two inches

22”) in height at the shoulder or more than one hundred fifty (150) pounds in weight. Within thirty (30)
days of entry of any ((sminiature)) potbelly pig into The City of Seattle, the owner of the pig must obtain
a valid license for each such animal. Along with the fee for such license or renewal, the owner must
present the following: proof that the pig is spayed or neutered; certification by a licensed veterinarian
that the pig has current vaccinations; certification within the prior thirty (30) days by a licensed
veterinarian of the weight of the pig; certification within the prior thirty (30) days by a licensed
veterinarian that no tusk appears outside of the mouth of the pig when the mouth is closed; and the
address of the property and description of the physical location(s) on the property where the pig will be

kept.

15
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Section 17. Section 9.25.053 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.053 ((Dangerons)) Exotic animals.
A. It is unlawful for any person to procure or keep an exotic ((dangerens)) animal; provided, this

prohibition shall not apply to any ((f

awy)) city, county, state or federal agency, school, college, university
or similar educational facility, or to a properly licensed veterinary hospital where an exotic ((dangereus))

animal may be confined temporarily for treatment, or to the procurement of an exotic ((dangeress))

animal by a properly licensed commercial animal dealer where the animal is confined temporarily for
sale to a zoo or other facility identified in Section 9.25.085 of this chapter. The Director may authorize

by special ((keense)) permit, not to exceed thirty (30) days, the keeping of exotic ((dangerens)) animals

for circuses or special exhibits.

B. If a permit for an exotic animal is granted pursuant to Subsection A, the owner of such exotic
animal must at all times keep the animal under control.
Section 18. Section 9.25.054 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.054 Guard or attack dog license-Proof of insurance-
Peosting notice and license.

A. No person shall use or harbor a guard or attack dog without first obtaining a guard or attack
dog license therefor.
B. The applicant for a guard or attack dog license shall provide the following information:
1. The name and address of the owner of the guard or attack dog, a description of the
dog, and the address and business name (if any) of the premises the dog will guard;
2. The name and address of the trainer of the guard or attack dog, and the name and
address of the purveyor of the dog;
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3. Proof of a policy of public liability insurance, such as homeowner's insurance, issued
by an insurer authorized to do business in the State of Washington in an amount of at least One Hundred
Thousand Doflars ($100.000.00) ((Fifey-Theusand-DeHars($56,000-00))), insuring the owner on account
of any liabiiity for claims for death or personal injury inflicted by the guard or attack dog to any person;

and

4. Proof of microchip identification, microchip number and identification of the date and
location of microchip implant.

((4))S. Such other information as the Director may reasonably require.

C. The applicant shall certify that:

1. The premises the dog will guard are adequately secured for the safety of the public;

2. Signs are displayed on the premises at all entrances and at thirty (30) foot intervals
clearly warning that a guard or attack dog is on duty; and

3. The ((user ) owner of the guard or attack dog is aware of and understands the

aggressive nature of the dog, certifies under penalty of perjury that the dog has been trained as a guard or

attack dog, and can demonstrate total voice control of the dog.
D. A copy of the guard or attack dog license must be posted and presented upon demand of a
police officer or the Director.

E. The premises where a guard or attack dog is to be located shall be subject to inspection by the

Director prior to approval of the license. Upon inspection by an Animal Control Officer, the applicant

may be requested to provide proof of comnliance with the requirements of this Section.

E. It shall be the responsibility of the owner of a guard or attack dog to make application with

the Seattle Animal Control for a guard or attack dog license annually before the date of expiration of the

previous license.
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Section 19. Section 9.25.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.080 Offenses relating to licensing.

1t is unlawful for the owner of any animal to:

A. Fail to obtain the licenses required by the Animal Control Fee Ordinance (Seattle Municipal
Code Chapter 9.26);

B. Fail to display conspicuously the current and valid license identification on the licensed

animal provided that cats need not display a license identification tag if the cat is licensed and has been

implanted with microchip identification and the microchip number is registered with Seattle Animal

Control;

C. Fail to show the license upon request of any Animal Control Officer or any Police Officer;

D. Use or permit another person to use a license or license identification not issued to such
person;

E. Remove a license identification from any pig, cat or dog without the owner's consent;

F. Alter a license in any manner;

G. Make a false or misleading statement or representation regarding the ownership or right to
custody or control of an animal, or regarding the ownersﬁip of an animal redeemed from, surrendered to,
detained by the Director;

H. Remove any detained animal from the City Animal Shelter or a Department vehicle without
the written consent of the Director;

I. Remove a microchip implanted in an animal by the City for identification purposes.

Section 20. Section 9.25.081 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.081 Offenses relating to cruelty.

It is unlawful for any person to:
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A. Injure, kill, or physically mistreat any animal under circumstances not amounting to first
degree animal cruelty as defined in ((Seetion-8;-Chapter261Laws-o£1994)) RCW 16.52.205, except as
is expressly permitted by law;

B. Lay out to expose or leave exposed any kind of poison or poisoned food or drink where it is
accessible to an animal, or place such poisoned materials in a stream or other body of water, endangering
fish or shellfish; provided, that nothing shall prevent the reasonable use of rodent poison, insecticides,
fungicides or slug bait for their intended purposes; and provided, further, that nothing in this subsection
shall prohibit any governmental agency acting in the course of its governmental duties;

C. Set or bait any trap, except for rats or mice, unless ((eppeinted-by-theDireeter )) a permit to

do so has been issued as provided for in subsection 9.25.030.A. 13;

D. Confine, without adequate ventilation, any animal in any box, container or vehicle;

E. Tease, tantalize or provoke any animal with the intent to cause destructive behavior, fear or
hostility;

F. Tether or confine any animal in such a manner or in such a place as to cause injury or pain not
amounting to first degree animal cruelty defined in ((Seetien-8;-Chapter 264+ Laws-of1994,)) RCW
16.52.2035, or to endanger an animal; or to keef) an animal in quarters that are injurious to the animal due
to inadequate protection from heat or cold, or that are of insufficient size to permit the animal to move
about freely;

G. Keep an animal in an unsanitary condition or fail to provide sufficient food, water, shelter, or
ventilation necessary for the good health of that animal;

H. Fail to provide his/her animal the medical care that is necessary for its health or to alleviate

its pain;
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I. Permit any animal to fight or injure any other animal, or permit any animal to be fought or
injured by any other animal; or to train or keep for the purpose of training any animal for the exhibition
of such animal in combat with any other animal, whether for amusement of him/herself or others, or for
financial gain; or permit such conduct on premises under his/her control, or to be present as a spectator
at such exhibition;

J. Possess cock spurs, slashers, gaffs, or other tools, equipment, devices or training facilities for
the purpose of training and/or engaging an animal in combat with another animal;

K. Abandon any aﬁimal.

Section 21. Section 9.25.082 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.082 Offenses relating to safety and sanitation.

It is unlawful for an owner to:

A. Allow the accumulation of ((pigs-eat-er-desg)) animal feces in any open area, run, cage or yard
wherein ((pigs-andlor-dogs-and/oreats)) animals are kept and to fail to remove or dispose of feces at
least once every twenty-four (24) hours;

B. Fail to remove the fecal matter deposited by his/her animal on public property or private
property of another before the owner leaves the immediate area where the fecal matter was deposited;

C. Fail to have in his/her possession the equipment necessary to femove his/her animal's fecal
matter when accompanied by said animal on public property or public easement;

D. Have possession or control of any animal sick or afflicted with any infectious or contagious
disease and fail to provide treatment for such infection or disease, or suffer or permit such diseased or
infected animal to run at large, or come in contact with other animals, or drink at any public or common

watering trough or stream accessible to other animals.
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Owners of ((dulylicensed-guide)) service dogs shall be exempted from subsections B and C of

this section.

Section 22. Section 9.25.083 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.083 Owning ((vieious)) dangerous animals prohibited -Exception.

A. Itis unlawful to own a dangerous ((weious)) animal (other than a licensed guard or attack
dog) with knowledge that the animal is dangerous ((veteus)), or with reckless disregard of the fact that
the animal is dangerous ((wietous)).

B. An animal whose owner is convicted of or pieads guilty to violating this section shall be
humanely destroyed.

Section 23. Section 9.25.084 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.084 Offenses relating to control.

It is unlawful for the owner to:

A. Permit any ((petbely-pig-demestie)) animal, except cats and pigeons, to be at large or

trespass upon the property of another; ((p

It is not a violation of this subsection to have a dog off-leash in an area designated pursuant to Section

18.12.080 as an off-lease area provided that the requirements of Section 18.12.080 B are met.
B. Permit any cat, dog, potbelly pig or other animal to enter any public fountain, or any school
ground while school is in session or during after-school activities It is not a violation of this subsection

for an owner to 'p_ermit an animal to enter on to any school ground when school is not in session and no

after-school activities are taking place if the animal is on leash and the owner has in his or her immediate

possession a device to remove properly any feces the animal may deposit on school grounds;
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C. Fail to confine any female cat or dog that is in estrus ("heat") in a secure enclosure so that the
female cat or dog cannot come in contact with ((the)) a male unless the male is admitted by the owner of
the female;

D. Permit any animal:

1. To damage public property or the private property of another, or

2. To bark, whine, howl, or otherwise vocalize in violation of Chapter 25.08 of the
Seattle Municipal Code (Noise Ordinance 106360) or its successor ordinance, or

3. To spread or spill garbage;

E. Have in his/her possession any animal not owned by him/her without the knowledge of the
owner, unless he/she notifies the Director of such possession within twenty-four (24) hours; or to fail to
surrender such animal to the Director upon demand;

F. Tether an animal in such a manner as to permit the animai to enter any sidewalk, street, alley
or place open to the public, or to enter any adjacent lot or premises unless authorized by the occupant of
the adjacent premises.

Section 24. Section 9.25.085 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.085 Offenses relating to sale of animals.

For the purpose of consumer protection it is unlawful to:

A. Sell any animal known to be sick or injured unless the buyer is given, at the time of sale,
written notice of the condition of the animal;

B. Sell any animal known to be ((etous)) dangerous;

C. Sell any ((dangerous)) exotic animal except to zoos or other facilities possessing or

maintaining dangerous animals which are owned by any city, county, state, or federal agency or school,

college, university or similar educational facility.

22




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

SLG: g!l :.5‘:‘::?"‘"‘* .-;-:-'i:;.-,::‘
June 21, 2000
ancontr.doc

(Ver. 18)

Section 25. Section 9.25.090 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25.090 Detainment and disposal.
A. No detained animal shall be released to the owner until all applicable fees are paid and

licenses obtained except as otherwise provided in this Chapter.

B. The Director shall ascertain whether any detained animal is currently licensed, and, if so,
shall notify the licensee by letter or by telephone that such animal has been detained and may be
redeemed upon payment of any applicable fees.

C. Anyone claiming a detaiﬁed animal must prove ownership or provide written authorization
from the owner to claim the animal, to the satisfaction of the Director before redeeming the animal.

D. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter, injured or diseased animals need not be
detained for the holding period, but may be disposed of in a humane manner at any time at the discretion
of the Director.

E. Any animal which is detained by the Director may be held at the City Animal Shelter or other
place appropriate for the animal. The Director shall post a notice of detainment at the City Animal
Shelter, and shall attempt to determine ownership of an animal. If, after the expiration of a hélding
period, no owner has claimed the animal, the Director shall authorize adoption or dispose of the animal
in a humane manner.

F. A kennel fee for every twenty-four (24) hour period or part thereof, commencing at the close
of business on the day the animal is detained, shall be charged to the owner or other authorized person
claiming the animal for the care aﬁd feeding of the animal.

G. The Director of lPublic Health may direct the detention of animals suspected of having rabies.
These animals shall be held until their release is approved by the Director of Public Health, and all

applicable fees are paid.

23




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

SLG:gh - £,
June 21, 2000
ancontr.doc

{(Ver. 18)

Section 26. Section 9.25.092 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25.092 Nuisance animals.

A. Any animal which, by its actions or condition, presents a clear and present threat to the public
peace, health, or safety is a nuisance and may be summarily detained pending correction of the
condition, or pending the owner's trial, hearing, appeal or other judicial proceedings for violation of this
chapter or any other provision of law.

B. If an animal is a threat to public peace, health or safety, but the public is not in imminent
danger, in lieu of summarily detaining the animal, the Director may post a notice to abate a nuisance
upon any property wherein an animal is kept in violation of the provisions of this chapter. If no response
is made to the notice within twenty-four (24) hours, the animal shall be detained at the City Animal
Shelter.

C. In addition, nothing shall prevent prosecution of owners of noisy animals under Chapter
25.08 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Noise Ordinance 106360) or its successor ordinance.

Section 27. Section 9.25.100 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.100 Penalty clause.

A. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.053, 9.25.083 , and 9.25.085 of this chapter
constitutes a crime subject to the provisions of Sections 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.020 of the Seattle
Municipal Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by
a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment for no more than one
hundred eighty (180) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

B. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.081 B and 9.25.081 I of this chapter constitutes a
gross misdemeaﬁor subject to the provisions of Section 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.020 of the Seattle

Municipal Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by
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a fine of not more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) or by imprisonment for no more than three
hundred sixty-five (365) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

C. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.081 A, 9.25.081 C, 9.25.081 D, 9.25.081 E,
9.25.081 F, 9.25.081 G, 9.25.081 H, 9.25.081 J and 9.25.081 K of this chapter constitutes a
misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Sections 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.20 of the Seattle Municipal
Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by a fine of
not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment for no more than ninety (90) days,
or by both such fine and imprisonment.

D. Conduct made unlawful by any other section of this chapter is a violation and any person
found to have committed a violation may be punished by a civil fine or forfeiture of not more than Five

Hundred Dollars ($500.00), but a finding that a violation was committed shall not give rise to any

disability or legal disadvantage based on the conviction of a criminal offense. ((Failure-to-have

of violations under this chapter shall be governed by the procedures for disposition of traffic infractions
under Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 11.31 .

E. In addition, the court may order the revocation or denial of any guard or attack dog license
and any cat or dog license of or to any person convicted of a crime under this chapter for a period not to
exceed one (1) year.

F. Any person whose guard or attack dog license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall

surrender all of his or her guard or attack dogs to the Director to be disposed of in a humane manner.
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G. Any person whose cat or dog license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall surrender all of

his or her cats and dogs to the Director ((to-be-dispesed-of-in-a-htmane manner)).

Section 28. Section 9.25.110 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.110 Denial, suspension, or revocation of license-
Order.

The Director ((may)) shall deny, suspend, or revoke a license for an animal found to be a

"((vietous)) dangerous animal," in any jurisdiction, and may deny. suspend. or revoke ((and)) a license

for a guard or attack animal under Section 9.25.054 upon determining that the applicant or licensee has
violated or failed to comply with any provision of this chapter. The denial, suspension, or revocation of
a license shall be in writing in the form of an order, and shall include a recital of the authority for the
action, a brief and concise statement of facts which constitute the grounds for the denial, and the
Director' s signature. A copy of the order, including notice of the right to a hearing, shall be mailed to
the applicant.

Section 29. Section 9.26.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.26.020 Cat or dog license fee-Renewal.

A. The fee for each cat or dog license and for each annual period of renewal shall be:

1. Cats
ATEETEA o eeeeeeeeee oo eeeeeesereeseeeneneaseesiaaearemtnseseeessasaamensesessesesesaassssaeranreasensssnsssrasnen $10.00
AIETEA ettt et er e et e e e e et s e s e e s reesaesaesesreasessesssisassssenessseserererrererrnrnarans 20.00
2. Dogs
BB, oo eeeee ettt ee e eeeaeeesens e e s aaessesae et unnsas aseasetasrransnseseebnrannnsassrenarnnnsaaranne 15.00
TTHAMETEA ... oo ereeveeieieesererseaenesseseasseessrinesonsinsesssrnessnassssosnesmnsnnraseseessssnnassenerrannnns 33.00

B. The fee for each cat or dog license for an annual license with a twelve (12) month ((a-twe~
year-perted-of)) renewal shall be:

1. Cats
ABBETEA. oo ee e e eeeeeseesersanansssaaassaeesesantnssossassaseassasnnsraesessssassaesernssnnnssseeesrnnnne 17.00
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UBAHETEA ...ttt sttt e st ee et e et e et e e e e ee s s s eesesaeeonenssenseseeson 35.00
2. Dogs

AETEA ..ttt ettt e et ea e ee et et et e et e erseereeteneseen et s s 25.00

UNBHETEA. ..ttt e e e e e e s e st e et eees s eesesseeanssaneseseesneeseesesennas 55.00

C. A provisional license may be issued for dogs or cats up to age six (6) months to allow time
for such animals to be spayed or neutered((and-vaceinated-forrabies)). A provisional license may also
be issued for cats and dogs of any age that were not previously licensed within The City of Seattle if
proof of spay or neuter status is not available at the time the license is requested. The fee for each

provisional cat or dog license for a six-month period shall be:

Each cat or dog shall be limited to a single provisional license which shall be valid for six

‘months.

D. Late fee for renewal of a cat or dog license more than thirty (30) days after its expiration. . . .

............................................................................................................ $10.00

F. Dog or cat owned by a member of the diplomatic or consular corps of a country having a

treaty with the United States granting immunity from local law, upon submission of proof of such status

G. Dog or cat owned by a person possessing a valid "senior citizen's identification card" or
"handicapped person's identification card” issued by The City of Seattle Human ((Reseureesy} Services
Department. ... e e eser e Fifty

(50) percent of license fee otherwise payable
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H. Lost cat, ((e¥)) dog or potbelly pig license tag, ((apen-submission-of-affidavit-attestingte
loss))

......................................................................................................................................... 2.00

Section 30. Section 9.26.025 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.26.025 ((Miniature))((-p))Potbelly pig license fee.

A. The fee for the initial annual potbelly pig license shall be One Hundred Fifteen Dollars
(3115.00).

B. The fee for each annual period of license renewal for ((mintature)) potbelly pigs shall be
Twenty-five Dollars (825.00).

C. Late fee for renewal of a potbelly pig license more than thirty (30) days after its expiration

Section 31. Section 9.26.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.26.040 Guard or attack dog license.
The annual fee for each guard dog or attack dog license shall be Fifty-five Dollars ($55).
Section 32. Section 9.26.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.26.050 Other animal control fees and charges.

Other animal control fees shall be:

A. Administrative fee for each detained animal:

First detaifMent ........coueivieieeeciieeecieeeste e r e e saesseenaeseresraesmaesanesan e sansnseseeannesuneas $ 40.00

Second detainmMENnt ......ccooiveiiiiriiee et e e e e 80.00

Third and subsequent detaINMIETLS .. ..cvovererririerirererrenrerirreneensrressiresseresseneseseesascenasens 120.00
B. For each twenty-four (24) hour period or part thereof for kenneling
........................................................................................................................... 10.00
C. For each animal adopted .........ccccevmviiiiniiiiiiiiic e 5.00
D. For each ((dangereus)) exotic animal permit........cocceneeresinrinnnnniinnennnn 30.00
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E. For collecting and disposing of an owner's animal, whether the animal is dead or alive

F. For euthanizing an owner's amimal .........ccococvoeeveiivevineeneeeeeeee e 15.00

G. For the handling of animals, other than dogs and cats, charges may be assessed to recover the
cost of special equipment.

Section 33. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from énd after its
approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after
presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the _&{L’any of T img. , 2000, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this 3 4 E"lgt‘{ay of T oump. , 2000.

e

' e

! /? g e 3 mm(\, g
President ~ S of the City-Council

Approved by me this 2 3 2 dayof Jory

Mayor

Filed by me this S day of afina

| City Clerk

(Seal)
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W) City of Seattle

Paul Schell, Mayor

Executive Services Department -
Dwight D. Dively, Director

MEMORANDUM

Date: January 24, 2000

To: Honorable Margaret Pageler
President, Seattle City Council

>
From: Dwight Dively, Director ﬁ‘
Executive Services Department

Subject: Amending Seattle Municipal Code 9.25 & 9.26
The attached ordinance amends Chapter 9.25 (Animal Control Code) and Chapter 9.26 (Animal
Fee Ordinance) of the Seattle Municipal Code. A summary of the proposed major changes with

a brief history follows.

Sections 1 - 4:

Adopts the definitions of “dangerous” and “potentially daneerous” animals and “severe injury”
from the State statute, in lieu of the current language referring to “vicious” animals.

The City’s ordinance governing “vicious” animals was challenged recently in the Washington
State Supreme Court. The Court ruled that the City’s ordinance governing “vicious” animals is
not preempted by State law governing “dangerous dogs.” (The State uses the term “dangerous”
rather than “vicious”). Establishing consistency with the State’s definitions may help prevent
future confusion and does not compromise the City’s policy regarding humane disposition of
dangerous animals. The new definitions clarify and create objectivity in what constitutes
“dangerous” and “potentially dangerous” animals. The new definitions also provide for clear
written notice that an animal is considered “potentially dangerous,” while still aliowing the City
to deal effectively with an animal that severely injures a person.

Adds and expands the definitions of domestic animals. exotic animals livestock and service
animals,

These definitions clarify exactly what kind of animals are allowed in Seattle. The defined term
“exotic animals” is similar to that of King County.

600 Fourth Averue, Room 103, Seattle, WA 981041891 : .
Tel: (206) 634-0484, TDD: (206) 233-7810, Fax: (206) 684-8286, http:/www.ci.seattle. wa.us ‘&%’%ﬁﬁ,
An equal employment opportunity, affirmative actior: employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided ypon request.




Honorable Margaret Pag
Animal Ordinance Amendments
January 24, 2000

Page 2 of 4

Sections 6, 7, 23:

Clarifies the Director’s authority to detain and dispose of animals, and mandates humane
disposal of animals that are declared to be dangerous or whose owners have been convicted of

owning a dangerous animal.

The Washington State Supreme Court recently determined that when an animal’s owner is
convicted of owning a vicious (now defined as “dangerous™) animal and the court does not erder
humane disposal of the animal, the owner is still entitled to a hearing on the disposition of the
animal. The current code does not give the Director authority to allow an alternative disposition.
In the past, when the Director declared an animal to be vicious (dangerous), the Director could
only release the animal back to the owner or order humane destruction of the animal. However,
the Supreme Court interpreted the powers of the Hearing Examiner in such a manner that would
allow the Hearing Examiner to order an alternate disposition. This proposed change codifies the
Department’s long standing policy that if an animal is found to be dangerous, or if the owner of
the animal is convicted of owning a dangerous animal, the animal is to be humanely destroyed
without any further administrative process.

While there is nothing legally prohibiting the City from knowingly releasing a dangerous animal
to live in another jurisdiction outside the City of Seattle, such action does not protect the safety
of the public nor would it prevent the animal from returning to the City. Additionally, the City
may expose itself to potential legal action should the animal injure another person outside the
City. This amendment mandates humane disposal of animals that are declared dangerous by the
Director or whose owners have been convicted of owning a dangerous animal in Seattle
Municipal Court. The Department believes that there is no other viable alternative disposition
available for dangerous animals that adequately protects public safety.

Section 8, 9:

Clarifies the authority of the Hearing Examiner and the process for appeals; specifies the
standard of review on appeal. placing the burden of proof on the owner.

The code as currently written gives greater discretion to the Hearing Examiner than is given to
the Director, specifically in the area of alternative dispositions of vicious (dangerous) animals.
The proposed changes limit the Hearing Examiner’s discretion concerning the disposition of
dangerous animals to be the same as the Director. It also sets forth the burden of proof for an
appeal of the Director’s decision that is consistent with the burden of proof on appeal! from other
administrative determinations within the City.

Section 15:

eparates the rabies vaccination requirement for dogs and cats fr ¢ licensing requirement

- and makes the vaccination requirement a separate offense.




Honorable Margaret Pageicr
Animal Ordinance Amendments
January 31, 2000

Page 3 of 4

When the rabies vaccination requirement was implemented in 1994, a seemingly simple
ordinance created a burdensome workload by requiring Animal Control staff to handle licenses
numerous times, and to send out reminder letters to persons who fail to submit proper paperwork

- with their license application. In addition, this requirement has made the pet licensing process
difficult for pet owners and, in some cases, has deterred people from getting a pet license. This
proposed amendment does not compromise the rabies requirement or public safety, but allows
for an easier licensing process which will help increase the number of licensed pets in our
community. A letter of support from the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health is
attached.

Section 19:

Increases the insurance requirement for licensed guard dogs from $50.000 to $100.000.

In reviewing the risk associated with owning a licensed guard dog, the City’s Risk Manager
recommended raising the insurance amount to the specified minimum. '

Section 20:

Fxempts cats from the requirement to displav a pet license if the cat is microchipped and the

microchip number is registered with Animal Control.

This amendment was proposed by Animal Control Commissioner, Dr. Gordon Leighton, and has
been recommended by cat owners for several years. Since the City has historically chosen to
exempt cats from the leash law, they are at an increased risk of injury by getting their collars
hung up on a tree or fence, not to mention the fact that many cats refuse to wear collars. Lost
cats that come to the Seattle Animal Shelter are scanned for a microchip. The microchip number
is traced and the owner is notified.

Section 23:

Allows animals on school grounds under certain conditions.

ESD contacted the Seattle Public School District to ascertain whether they wanted to amend
9.25.084 (B) to allow animals to enter school grounds. Presently, under the SMC, all animals are
prohibited from school grounds at any time. The signage presently contained on various school
grounds is confusing since some of the signage states that dogs must be on leash. (This suggests
that dogs are presently allowed on school grounds if on leash-—which is not the case). When
questioned, the Seattle Public School’s Director of Logistics stated that he favored having dogs
on school property since people with their pets on school grounds reduces vandalism and drug
activity. A letter from Seattle Public School’s General Counsel is attached stating that they
prefer animals on school grounds at certain times with the provision that any feces be removed
by the pet owner. The ordinance is amended to reflect the Seattle School District’s desires.
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Section 30:

Eliminates the free City issued “Guide or Service Dog License.”

The Seattle Office of Civil Rights recommended this change. In their recommendations, OCR
noted that license tags with this specification could give places of public accommodation the
mistaken impression that the City screens and licenses all service animals. The City does not
screen applicants or their animals, making the licensing program easily subject to fraud by those
who are not entitled to protection under the Americans With Disabilities Act. The issuance of
local service animal licenses is of little benefit because owners of “service animals” are afforded
protection under ADA, regardless of whether the animal has an actual “service animal” license.
Owners of service animals still must obtain a regular license, but may receive a 50% discount on
the license fee by showing the City of Seattle’s identification card. A copy of the memorandum
received from the Seattle Office for Civil Rights is attached.

The attached legislation is a companion to an ordinance relating to exotic animas, which will be
considered by the Parks and Culture Committee on February 9, 1999. Both pieces of legislation
amend the same chapter of the Municipal Code. We have ensured that definitions common to
both ordinances remain consistent.

If you bave any questions or would like an individual briefing on this matter, please contact Mel
McDonald, Director of the Revenue and Consumer Affairs Division at 233-0071, or Don Jordan,
Manager of Animal Control at 386-4286.




RECEIVED
City of Seaztl King Count
Pa:ﬂ);:}:ell,eﬂ?:::: Ro: Sim:l;:ez:uive A U G 6 19 99
Seattle-King County Department of Public “ea‘tkNQM AL CONTROL

Alonzo L. Plough, Ph.D., MPH, Director

August 4, 1999

Mr. Donald E. Jordan
Seattle Animal Control
2061 15™ Avenue West
Seattle, WA 98119

i

Dear Mr. Jordan: ‘

1 have reviewed the proposed code changes and as presented do not see the separation of
the rabies vaccination requirement from that of licensing to be detrimental to the
protection of health or the ability to provide an effective rabies control program.

As we discussed, proof of the vaccine is the paperwork provided by the veterinarian
which specifically identifies the animal and the vaccine given. Many veterinarians do not
provide tags, those that are lost cannot be re-issued without another vaccination and tags
can be moved from one animal to another. Requiring the tag to be worn is not adequate
proof of vaccination.

Dr. John Grendon, a veterinary epidemiologist from the Washington State Department of
Health and Dr. Kathleen Connell, the Assistant State Veterinarian, have also reviewed the
changes.

Sincerely;

&

Marilyn Christensen, DVM
Public\Health Veterinarian
Public Health-Seattle & King County

MC:dm

"Environmental Health Division 999 Third Avenue, Suite 700 Seattle, Washington 98104-4099  (206) 206-4722

"Printed on Recycled Paper”




The Seattle Public Schools
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL#815 Fourth Avenue North M/S AA-151=Seattle, Washington 98109 (206) 298-7110

FAX:298-7111
Deputy General Counsel

General Counsel

Mark S. Green Brenda J. Little

December 15, 1999 Assistant General Counsel

Esther L.Ervin
Mel McDonald : ’ Ronaid J. English

. John M. Cergui
City of Seattle

Revenue & Consumer Affairs

Executive Services Department

600 — 4™ Avenue #103

Seattle, Washington 98104-1891

Re: Pet Ordinance

Dear Mr. McDonald:

We understand the City of Seattle is considering revising its ordinance regarding
offenses relating to the control of pets on school grounds. Ordinance No. 9.25.084B.
The Seattle School District is strongly opposed to any change that would permit pets on
school grounds during school hours. As Dan Graczyk, the Director of Logistics, has
previously indicated, the District is not opposed to the responsible use of our properties
by pet owners when school is not in session. We would suggest the following
amendment to the ordinance:

It is unlawful for the owner to:

B. Permit any cat, dog, potbelly pig or other animal to enter any public
fountain, or on to any school ground while school is in session or during
after-school activities. However, it lawful for the owner to permit an
animal to enter on to any schoo! ground while school is not in session or
after-school activities are not in progress, vrovided that the animal is
leashed or constrained mechanically by its attendant, and the attendant is
prepared to remove properly any feces the animal may deposit and do so
in all cases. (new text underlined)

Very truly yours,

frns &

Mark S. Green
General Counsel

MSG:js
cC: Dan Graczyk
Larry Farrar

Education Directors



MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 20, 1999

TO: Don Jordan, Manager
Seattle Animal Control

FROM: Samuel Hendricks, Civil Rights Policy Analyst
Seattle Office for Civil Rights (SOCR)

CC: Dwight Dively, ESD

) Germaine W. Covington, SOCR_
SUBJECT: Service Animal Licenses

Thank you for taking the time on July 19 to speak with me about Seattle’s Animal
Fee Ordinance (SMC 9.26). Until | received a copy of your draft amendmenits to
this ordinance, | was unaware that the City issues tags which officially designate
some dogs as service animals. As the Citywide ADA Access Coordinator, | have
several concerns about this practice. Although the ordinance changes you
propose do clarify the definition of a “service animal,” they do not address the
fundamental problems with the service animal license classification.

Based on my recent conversations with federal ADA authorities and local
disability interest groups, | strongly recommend that this category of license be
eliminated completely. | make this recommendation for the following reasons:

1. Tags issued with this specific classification could give places of public
accommodation the mistaken impression that the City screens and licenses -
all service animals. This may result in instances of business owners denying
access to people with disabilities simply because their service animals lack
this tag. The U.S. Department of Justice has issued clear guidelines
prohibiting public accommodations from using local service animal licensing
as a prerequisite for admission. Although the federal government does not
ban local licensing programs, they are clearly seen as impediment to access
by ADA enforcement authorities.’

2. The City does not adequately screen applicants or their animals. making the
licensing program easily subject to fraud by those who are not entitled to
protection under the ADA. Currently, service animal tags are given out upon
request, without any call for documentation of disability or of completed

. service animal training. When one considers the full range of physical,

' Americans with Disabilities Act Title 1l Technical Assistance Manual, U.S. Department of

Justice, Section 11-4.2300.




sensory, and mental disabilities which are now associated with the use of
service animals, making an informed decision regarding ADA eligibility is a
complicated matter. As we discussed, Seattle Animal Control (SAC) is not
likely to have the staff resources to create and implement an effective
screening program now or in the future.

3. By continuing to issue service animal licenses, SAC could be working at
cross purposes with SOCR. if an SCCR public accommodations
investigation were to conclude that a charging party has no legal basis for
use of a service animal, the possibility of the person possessing a valid
Service Animal License issued by another City department could
unnecessarily complicate the investigation, leaving our findings open to
undue criticism. Given the recent press attention devoted to service animals,
and the resulting public interest in the issue, it is doubly important that SOCR
and SAC be on the same page.

As we discussed, the discontinuation of these licenses is unlikely to have a major
impact on the community, considering the relatively low number of tags currently
issued. Although some licensees may find it useful to have official tags to show
‘when challenged, | believe the negative impact of the current policy outweighs
the benefit. | spoke recently with two ADA legal experts and disability advocates
regarding the idea of discontinuing this license category. Lonnie Davis, Legal
Advisor for the Washington Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities, and Toby
Olsen, Executive Director of the Governor's Caommittee on Disability Issues and

Employment, both agreed that the issuance of local of service animal licensesis
of little benefit.

| hope this information is helpful to you. | would be happy to participate in further
discussion on this subject. Please feel free to call me with quest:ons or
comments at 684-0207.
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to Animal Control; adding definitions of d:z%rous and potentially
dangerous animals; adding and expanding definitions of differgfit classifications of animals;
clarifying the Director’s authority to detain and dispose of ceftain animals; amending the appeals
process and the authority of the Hearing Examiner on appgal; separating the licensing
requirement from the vaccination requirement; increasipg the insurance requirement for guard
dogs, granting an exemption to the requirement t6 display a current license and amending
Chapter 9.25 and Chapter 9.26 of the Seattle Munigipal Code in accordance therewith.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS ¥OLLOWS:
Section 1. Section 9.25.020 of the Seattle icipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.020 Definitions-A - E.

As used in this chapter, except where differeﬁt meaning is plainly apparent from the context,

the following definitions apply:
A. "Abandon" means the act ofleaving an animal:

1. Without food, watgr, or care for twenty-four (24) hours or more; or

2. In a situation where the conditions present an immediate, direct, and serious threat to

the life, safety, or health of the/animal.

B. "Alter" means to permanently render an animal incapable of reproduction.

C._“Animal” meaps any living non-human mammal, bird, reptile, or amphibian,
{((€))D. "Animgl Control Officer" means any person who is employed with the Seattle Division
of Animal Control oy/appointed by the Director for the purpose of aiding in the enforcement of any

ordinance, or relating to the licensing control, quarantine, seizure or impoundment of animals.

E. “Atlarge” means a dog or other animal inside The City of Seattle, off the premises of the

owner, and not under control by a leash of eight (8) feet in length or shorter.

((B)E. "City" means The City of Seattle.
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injuring-a-buman-being)) that according to the records of the appropriate authority, (a) has inflicted ¥4

severe injury on a human being without provocation on public or private property, (b) has kil}eé

domestic animal without pravocation while off the owner’s property, or {c) has been previously found to

be potentially dangerous, the owner having received notice of such and the animal again aggressively

bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or domestic animals.

/

((E)H. "Director" means the Executive Services Director of th€ City of Seattle or his/her

authorized representative.

((G)I. "Department" means the Executive Services Départment of the City of Seattle.
((H))J. "Disposed of in a2 humane manner” tuthanized by a lethal dose of sodium

pentobarbital or its equivalent.

((H)X. "Detain" means fo place an anim a n custody.

L. “Domestic Animal” means an animdal that is livestock, a companion animal, or both.

1. “Livestock” means an i im inhabitants of

Washington State for food, fiber, or drfft purposes.

2. “Companion aninf{é/é * means any species of animal commonly kept by inhabitanis of

Washington State as a pet or forﬁf)/mpanionship, except that snakes exceeding eight (8) feet in length,

- venomous reptiles (regardles{{f whether the venom glands have been removed), and venomous

amphibians (regardless oDélether the venom glands have been removed) are not domestic animals, even

if such animals are cogimonly kept by inhabitants of Washington State as pets or for companionship.
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M. “Exotic animal” means any species of animal that is both non-domestic and capable of

killing or seriously injuring a human being. The definition of “exotic animal’’ contained in this section

| includes but is not limited to:

1. Al animals of the order Primates (as primates) except humans;

2. _All animals of the family Canidae (as wolves, jackals, or foxes) and their hybrid. except for

the domestic dog Canis familiaris; /

3. All animals of the family Felidae (as lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, cougars, br cheetahs)

and their hybrid, except for the domestic cat Felis catus:

4. Al animals of the family Ursidae (as bears):

/

5. All animals of the family Hyaenidae (as hvenas):

6. AI_l animais of the order Crocodvylia (as alligaj; 1s, crocodiles, gavials, or caimans);

7.__All animals of the family Elephantidae (ag’elephants):

8. All animals of the order Perissodactvﬁé/(/;s rhinoceroses or tapirs);

9. All animals of the order Artiodacké (as camels, giraffes, or hippobotamuses);

10. All venomous reptiles and argphibians, regardless of whether the venom glands have been

removed: and

11. All snakes that are eight (8) feet or more in length.

Section 2. Section 9.25.0Z1 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.021 Definitions
As used in this chgpter, except where a different meaning is plainly apparent from the context,
the following definitigs apply:

A. "Guard dog” or "attack dog" means an((¥)) animal in the taxonomic classification Canis

Familiaris (also referred to as the common household dog) ((member-ofthe-dogfamily-(Canidae})), not

62

% Voibed
RN 4
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owned by a government agency, which has been trained and is used for the purpose of protecting persons
or property by exhibiting héstile and aggressive propensities, or which will attack on signal or command.
B. "Harboring" means allowing any animal to remain, be lodged, fed, or sheltered on the property
one owns, occupies or controls, for more than twenty-four (24) hours.
C. "Holding period" means seventy-two (72) hours commencing at the close of regular business
on the day of detainment of any unlicensed or unidentified cat or dog, and one hundred forty-four (144)

hours for any licensed or identified animal, excluding days the City Animal Shelter is not open to the

public.

Section 3. Section 9.25.023 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as §

9.25.023 Definitions-P - T.
As used in this chapter, except where a different meaning is plairly apparent from the context,

the following definitions apply:

A. "Permit" means human conduct in relation to an owred animal which is intentional,

deliberate, careless, inadvertent or negligent. /

B. "Potbelly pig" means that type of swine comtmonly known as the Vietnamese, Chinese, or

Asian Potbelly Pig (Sus scrofa vittatus).

s any animal that when unpfovoked: (a) Inflicts bites on

C. “Potentially dangerous animal” me.

a human or a domestic animal either on pdﬁ{: or private property, or ( b) chases or approaches a person

on public property or on private prone;{( other than that of the animal’s owner) in a menacing fashion

or apparent attitude of attack, or aﬂ{f/;nimal with a known propensity, tendency, or disposition to attack

unprovoked, to cause injury, oy'to otherwise threaten the safety of humans or domestic animals.

D. “Service dog” means a dog that is trained for the purposes of assisting or accommodating a

| disabled person’s sensof‘(r/ mental, or physmai disability.
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E. “Severe Injury” means any physical injury that results in broken bones or disfiguring

lacerations requiring multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery. It also means transmittal of an infectious or

contagious disease by an animal.

((€))E. "Trespassing” means any animal which enters upon the property of another person
without the authorization of the lawful occupant.

Section 4. Section 9.25.024 of the Seattle Municipal Code is repealed.

Section 5. vSection—9.25.030 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.030 Authority of the Dire;ctor.

A. The Director is authorized to:
1. Make rules for the interpretation and implementation of this chapter, pursuant to the

Administrative Code; Ve

y
2. Accept the surrender of animals to the City Animal aSﬁelter;
/

3. Permit or deny adoption from the City Animal &h/élter of animals that have been

surrendered to the City, or which are stray or under detainmem/ and unclaimed after the expiration of a

holding period;

4. Direct immediate humane disposal, l
(a) any exotic animal;

(b) any animal surrend, ¢red to the City for humane disposal;((-er-{b}))

(c) any animal def érmined by the Seattle Municipal Court or any other court of
law to be a géisance;((;)) ((vicious;or-dangerous-or-(e)))

(d) any anim4l involved in a court proceeding in which the owner pled guilty or
was found to be guilty of owning a nuisance ((;vieteus)) or dangerous animal
or in which the owner pled guilty or was found to be guilty of negligent
cc/m{trol of an animal:(G&Y))

S
/ : :
(e) any animal unclaimed after the expiration of a holding period;((-ox{e)))
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(f) any animal determined by the Director to be ((vieious-ox)) dangerous pursuant
to SMC Section 9.25.035;

5. Detain animals found to be unlicensed, or abandoned, or at large, or in inhumane
conditions, or to be a nuisance, or to be ((vieieus)) exotic or dangerous, or otherwise found to be in a

circumstance violative of this chapter or any other provision of law;

6. Collect cats, dogs and other animals found dead on the public areas of the City, or
from private property on request of the occupant of the property, and to bury, cremate, or arrange for the

disposal of such animal;

7. Appoint agents for the collection of pig, dog and cat license fees and other fees

established by Chapter 9.26 of the Seattle Municipal Code, including past due fjee’/s/ and penalties;

A

8. Grant, renew, suspend, revoke, or deny licenses accordir}gé the terms of this chapter;

9. Administer the City Animal Shelter; /_,f’
7

10. Administer the City Spay and Neuter Clinic ar}gi”’igrogram; '
11. Charge and collect fees for the services aurized by this chapter, as established by

Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.26 , known as the "Anigfial Fee Ordinance," as now existing or

hereafter amended, revised or re-enacted;
12. Reduce fees for the adoption emption of any animal, when, in the discretion of
the Director, such a reduction is in the best int ts of the animal;
13. Appoint persons expeﬁed in the humane trapping of animals to set and bait a trap

or use other devices that do not physical}  harm an animal trapped, when, in the judgment of the

Director, such action will protect the public peace, health, safety and welfare and issue live animal

trapping permits as authorized by the Director of Finance by rule;
/

rd
P

7
/
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14. Implant into animals leaving the shelter through adoption or redemption a microchip

for identification purposes.

15. Direct disposition of exotic animals, including but not limited to transfer to a

zoological garden or herpetarium.

16. Refund fees for overpayment or services not provided.

17. Detain an animal that is the ‘subiect of any violation of law. or whose owner is

accused of violating any law relating to that animal, and collect from the owner all costs of detainment,

care, feeding, and disposition.

B. The Director shall keep records of the handling and licensure of animals inv'the City.
C. Nothing prohibits the Police Department from enforcing provisions of'this chapter.

D. The Director is authorized to enforce Seattle Municipal Code Sgpffbns 18.12.080, 18.12.100
and 18.12.110 as authorized by the Superintendent of Parks and Recre;gﬁ'én by rule.
S

E. The Director is authorized to enforce Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.12 and Seattle
Municipal Code Section 10.72.020 , subject to such restriction’or qualification as the Director of the

_ 7
Seattle-King County Department of Public Health may establish by rule.

/
Section 6. Section 9.25.035 of the Seattle Mupiicipal Code is amended as follows:
i

/
9.25.035 Declaration that an animal is ((vieious-or)) dangerous-Order of humane disposal;
Right to meeting.

A. The Director, upon the petition of any person, or at his or her own discretion, may conduct an
investigation, and if the findings of the igvestigation so indicate, he or she may declare an animal to be

((vicious-or)) dangerous ((-and)). I; é/iiofnestic animal is found to be dangerous, the Director shall

((may)) order humane disposal of the animal.
P

e
rs
/
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B. Before declaring an animal to be ((vieieus-ex)) dangerous, the Director shall notify the owner
in writing of the reasons why the animal is believed to be ((vicious-or)) dangerous and subject to humane
disposal, the authority for the proposed action, and that the Director will make a final determination after
the expiration of twenty (20) days following service of the notice, or, if sent by certified mail, within
twenty (20) days after the date of delivery as shown on the returned receipt. In addition, the noticq shall
inform the owner that he or she will be provided an opportunity to meet with the Director ((/;aéa;e

, at which meeting,f(ﬁe OWner may

r/(

- give, orally ((and/)) or in writing, any reasons or information as to why the anima],xéﬁould not be
S

((destreyed)) declared to be dangerous. The notice shall state the date, time aﬁfi location of the meeting,

the owner's last address known to the Director.

C. In the event the Director finds an animal to be ({vietous-ex)) dangerous ((and-ordershumane
dispesabh the declaration and order shall be in writing/in the form of an order, and shall include a recital
of the authority for the action, a brief and concise/ afement of the facts which constitute the grounds for
ordering humane disposal, and contain the Dirgttor's signature. A cdpy of the order, including notice of
the right to appeal, shall be sent by regular/nd certified mail, return receipt requested, or delivered in
i)erson to the owner.

Section 7. Section 9.25.036 of the Séattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.036 Appeal of Diyector's ((erder))determination.

Appeal.

A. Avallablhtv Q’f Appeal. An owner may appeal a determination of the Director declaring an

animal to be dangeroﬁs or ordering the humane disposal of an ((ﬂe}eas—er—d&ﬁgere&s—))ammal ({(to-the




10 |

11

12

13

14|

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23 |

24

SLG: gh ;:::;.:;;.;‘,:7 ‘_’;._;A.‘,._‘?::‘
January 31, 2000
AC Ordinance amendment final 99.doc

(Ver. 16)

otfice-of the- Hearing Examiner-)) by filing a notice of appeal and written request for a hearinngith the

Hearing Examiner by five o’clock (5:00 p.m.) on the tenth (10) calendar day ((withinten--0)-days-)

after the date of delivery of the Director's order.((;)) An order that an animal be humanely disposed of

that is based either on a conviction of the animal’s owner of possessing a dangerous animal orona

conviction of the animal’s owner of neghgent control of an animal mav not be appealed under this

Section. The date of delivery of the Director’s order shall be the date evidenced bv a: ((as—ne%ed—bythe))

signed returned receipt, an affidavit of service, or three days after the date of mag;hng as shownin a

declaration of mailing. When the last day of the appeal period falls on a Satﬂ?day, Sunday, or City

v
i

£
- holiday, the period shall run until five o’clock p.m. (5:00 p.m.) on the next business day. ((and-mailinga

=Y s 3
< waae v

she-couldreasonably-do-seo-))
B.  ((An-orderforhumane disposalih ot-appealed-shall be-final-and-autherize-the
| animal's humane-disposak))Process,
- 1. An appeal shall con o' to the requirements of Hearing Examiner Rule 3.01(d) in

that it must be in writing, and contain tk)é/iio}lowing:

{a) A brief stateménc/é/s/ to how the owner is significantly affected by or interested in the

decision of the Director;

(b)_A brief statement of the owner’s issues on appeal, noting owner’s specific exceptions

| and objections to the Director’s Determination and Order:

(,c) The relief requested, such as reversal of the Director’s QOrder:
i
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(d) Signature, address, and phone number of the owner, and name and address

of owner’s designated representative, if any.

P

_ pd
2. The Hearing Fxaminer shall summarily dismiss an appeal without bearing which

the Hearing Examiner determines to be without merit on its face, frivolous, or brouzﬁ{ merely to secure a

delay. |
| | /

3. Any person beneficially interested or the DirectorAﬁail only obtain judicial review

of the Hearing Examiner’s decision by applying for a Writ of Rev}e&; in the Superior Court of

, /
Washington in and for King County in accordance with the proCedure set forth in Chapter 7.16 RCW

and other applicable law and local court rules within ten (¥0) days of the date of the decision.

C. Standard of Review. Appeals shall be coméi/;lered de novo. The owner shall have the burden

of proving by a preponderance of the evidence t/hg‘{{l;e Director’s decision was incorrect. In the case of

an order ordering the humane disposal of exoﬁé animals or livestock under SMC 9.25.030(AX(4), the

owner shall have the burden of proving‘thé/; reasonable alternative disposition is available.

'
the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

Section 8. Section 9.25.037
9.25.037 Authority of Hgaring Examiner.
A. The Hearing Examyner shall conduct fhe review of an appeal from an order for the humane

disposition of an animal i¥an expedited manner and shall make a decision thereoﬁ, The procedures of

Sections 3.02.090 an¢/3.02.100 shall apply, except that the intervals for action shall be compressed so

that, unless both the/owner and the Director consent, the time elapsed between the date of the notice of

appeal and the Hearing Examiner's determination shall not exceed thirty (30) days.

10
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'B. Hearing Examiner’s Authority.

1. irector’s decision in whole or

The Hearing Examiner may affirm or reverse the

in part, or remand the decision to the Director for further consideragfon.

2. The decision of the Hearing Examiner sﬂé; be final subject to judicial review in

the Superior Court.

Section 9. Section 9.25.045 of the Seattle M

icipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.045 Municipal Spay and Neuter Chinic.

A. There shall be 2 Municipal Spay agd Neuter Clinic, as provided by Ordinance 107631, at
which members of the public may have cafs and dogs spayed or neutered in a humane manner upon
payment of fees as provided by the Apfmal Fee Ordinance (Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.26 ).

B. Such feeé shall include fmmunization of dogs and cats as deemed necessary by the
spay/neuter veterinarian at th;a)(r/;ne of surgery.

- C. The clinic shall gperate at a level according to public demand and shall be financed by

surgery fees, pet licensg/fees for unaltered animals and other means necessary ((-provided-license-fees

few{eﬁmmm)). .

11
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D. Every d_og and cat sterilized at the clinic shall be properly licensed with a current City of

Seattle pet license if the animal resides in the City of Seattle.

Section 10. Section 9.25.046 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.046 Waiver of City liability. /

A. Persons submitting dogs and cats for any service identified in Section 9.25.045

this

chapter shall sign a consent form certifying thereon under penalty of perjury that they.dre the owner of

| said animal(s) or are otherwise authorized to present the animal for the above opération, and such

B. Such consent shall contain a waiver, to the extent permitte

persons may be required to furnish proof of such ownership or authority.
d/(v/;w, of any and all liability of

the City, its agents, and any City employee for the injury or death $6 an animal arising out of the
aforementioned operation or any service provided incidental théreto.

Section 11. Section 9.25.047 of the Seattle Municjpal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.047 Return date establishment.

The Director shall establish a return date by/ hich persons submitting animals for any of the
services identified in Section 9.25.045 of this shall pick up said animals or be subject to a
reasonable board and care fee to commence 6n the day after such a return date. Failure to pick up an
animal within five (5) days of said retu ate shall be deemed abandonment of such animal. The
Director shall serve notice upon the O er or mail notice by regular and certified mail, return receipt

requested, and if fees are not paidy the Director may dispose of it by adoption or euthanasia.

Section 12. Section 9.25.048 of the Seattle Municipal Code is recodified in Section 9.25.045 and

Section 9.25.048 is repealed”

Section 13. T heféﬁis added to the Seattie Municipal Code Chapter 9.25 a new Section 9.25.049

N
12 %, S‘%ﬁ.
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9.25.049 Rabies vaccination required.

All dogs and cats four (4) monfhs of age or older shall be vaccinated against rabies.

Section 14. Section 9.25.050 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.050 Animai licenses and permits generally.

A. The following animal licenses shall be required: potbelly pig, cat, and dog Iic e/s,/ guard and

attack dog licenses, and ((dangerous)) exotic animal ((lieenses)) permits.

(( P ercons-owmninear-harbhoring dee-o1 st monthsa ce-oraldet
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((B))B. Licenses'and permits are not transfer
((B))C. Applications for licenses and pe : ' shall be made on forms apﬁroved by the Director
and shall be accompanied by the fee set by the Ammal Fee Ordinance (Seattle Municipal Code Chapter
9.26) and, in the case of cat or dog hcense proof of alteration if the animal is altered. Licenses shall be
issued in the name of the owner, and s all be numbered. Licenses shall be issued for a twelve (12)
month period ((or-a-twe-yearpe . provisional-license-may-be-issued-for-dogs-or-cats-as-provided-in

Seetion-9:26-020-C: ))and may # clude a twelve (12) month renewal. A provisional cat or dog license

shall be for a ij-month period. Guard or Attack Dog licenses shall be issued for a twelve ( 12‘)‘month

period only upon the am)iéant’s compliance with Section 9.25.054. Each permit or subsequent license

renewal for the same/Animal shall commence from the expiration date of the last valid license or permit.

D. A Citv/fé Seattle animal license does not relieve the owner Qf the obligation to obtain any

other permit 9y/{i/cense otherwise required by local, state or federal law.

13
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Section 15. Section 9.25.051 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.051 Cat and dog licenses.

Any owner of a ((weaned)) cat or dog over the age of eight (8) weeks must obtain a valid license

for each such animal. Within thirty (30) days of entry of any cat or dog into The City of Seattle. the

owner of the cat or dog must obtain a valid license for each such animal. _

Section 16. Section 9.25.052 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.052 ((Miniaturep)) Potbelly pig licenses.

No potbelly pig may be kept as a domestic pet in the city if it is greater’ than twentv-two inches

(22”) in height at the shoulder or more than one hundred fifty (150) non weight. Within thirty (30)
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ahimal may be confined temporarily for treatment, or to the procurement of an exotic ((dangerous))
animal by a properly licensed commercial animal dealer where the animal is confined temporarily for
sale to a zoo or other facility identified in Secﬁoﬁ 9.25.085 of this chapter. The Director may authorize
by special ((lieense)) permit, not to exceed thirty (30) days, the keeping of exotic ((dangerous)) animals
for circuses or special exhibits.

B. If a permit for an exotic animal is granted pursuant to Subsection A, the owner of such exotic

animal must at all times keep the animal under control.

Section 18. Section 9.25.054 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amende follows:
9.25.054 Guard or attack dog license-Proof of insurance-

Posting notice and license.

- A. No person shall use or harbor a guard or attack dog v hout first 6btaining a guard or attack
dog license therefor.
‘B. The applicant for a guard or attack dog lice:}gse shall provide the following information:

1. The name and address of the owger of the guard or attack dog, a description of the

dog, and the address and business name (if any) " the premises the dog will guard;

2. The name and address of e trainer of the guard or attack dog, and the name and
address of the purveyor of the dog; |
,. public liability insurance, such as homeowner's insurance, issued

3. Proof of a policy

by an insurer authorized to do bpsiness in the State of Washington in an amount of at least One Hundred

Thousand Dollars ($100,000/00) ((Eiftyr-Theusand-Dellars<($50;000:003)), insuring the owner on account

of any liability for claimg/for death or personal injury inflicted by the guard or attack dog to any person;

and

15
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4. Proof of microchip identification, microchip number and identification of the date and

location of microchip implant.

((4))5. Such other information as the Director may reasonably req;;re.
C. The applicant shall certify that: /
1. The premises the dog will guard are adequately securg d for the safety of the public;

2. Signs are displayed on the premises at all entrangbs and at thirty (30} foot intervals

clearly warning that a guard or attack dog is on duty; and
3. The ((user ) owner of the guard or attag “dog is aware of and understands the

aggressive nature of the dog, certifies under penalty of perjury that the dog has been trained as a guard or

attack dog, and can demonstrate total voice contrgl of the dog.

D. A copy of the guard or attack dog Mcense must be posted and presented upon demand of a

police officer or the Director.

E. The premises where a guardé attack dog is to be located shall be subject to inspection by the

, Director prior to approval of the licél/se; Upon inspection by an Antmal Control Officer, the applicant

- may be requested to provide pre/cé of compliance with the requirements of this Section.

F. It shall be the reédéll/lsibilitv of the owner of a guard or attack dog to make application with

the Seattle Animal Contrgl for a guard or attack dog license annually before the date of expiration of the = |

previous license.

Section 19. /Section 9.25.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25.080/ Offenses relating to licensing.
It 1s uynlawful for the owner of any animatl to:

A/ Fail to obtain the licenses required by the Animal Control F ee Ordinance {Seattle Municipal

Code Chapter 9.26 ),

16
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B. Fail to display conspicnously the current and valid license identification on the licensed

animal provided that cats need not display a license identification tag if the cat is licensed and has been

i implanted with microchip identification and the microchip number is registered with Seatﬂe Animal

/,/

Control; /

C. Fail to show the license upon request of any Animal Control Ofﬁ{é/r or any Police Officer;

D. Use or permit another person to use a license or license idegtification not issued to such
person;

E. Remove a license identification from any pig, cat or dog Withoﬁt the owner's consent;

~F. Alter a license in any manner;

G. Make a false or misleading statement or representation regarding the ownership or right to .

custody or control of an animal, or regarding the ofmership of an animal redeemed from, surrendered to

>

detained by the Director;

H. Remove any detained animal frgm the City Animal Shelter or a Department vehicle without

the written consent of the Director;

[. Remove a microchip impjénted in an animal by the City for identification purpoSes.
Section 20. Section 9.254081 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.081 Offenses relating to cruelty.

It 1s unlawful for

A. Injure, kill, gr physically mistreat any animal under circumstances not amounting to first

degree animal cruelty as defined in ((Seetion-8;-Chapter261;Laws-0£1994)) RCW 16.52.205, except as

is expressly permitted by law;

B. Lay/out to expose or leave exposed any kind of poison or poisoned food or drink where it is

accessible to an animal, or place such poisoned materials in a stream or other body of water, endangering

17
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fish or shellfish; provided, that nothing shall prevent the reasonable use of rodent poison, insecticides,
fungicides or slug bait for their intended purposes; and provided, further, that nothing in this subsection

shall prohibit any governmental agency acting in the course of its governmental duties; P

C. Set or bait any trap, except for rats or mice, unless ((appeinted-by-theBireetor )) a permit to

s

do so has been issued as provided for in subsection 9.25.030.A. 13; / ‘

e

D. Confine, without adequate ventilation, any animal in any box, container or vehicle;
S

E. Tease, tantalize or provoke any animal with the inter;,t/fo cause destructive behavior, fear or

7
,‘

e

7
o

s : .
F. Tether or confine any animal in such a manngr or in such a place as to cause injury or pain not

amounting to first degree animal cruelty defined in/(*’(tSeeﬁeﬁ%;Ghap%ef—%};Laws—ef—l—Q%,)) RCW
Y

, ‘ /
16.52.205, or to endanger an animal; or to keep/An animal in quarters that are injurious to the animal due

4
to madequate protection from heat or cold,/dr that are of insufficient size to permit the animal to move

s
about freely; '

G. Keep an animal in an un/sé.nitary condition or fail to provide sufficient food, water, shelter, or
ventilation necessary for the goq(df;walth of that animal;

H. Fail to provide his/'ﬁer animal the medical care that is necessary for its health or to alleviate
its pain;

/
1. Permit any apimal to fight or injure any other animal, or permit any animal to be fought or

imal; or to train or keep for the purpose of training any animal for the exhibition
of such animal in/combat with any other animal, whether for amusement of him/herself or others, or for

financial gain;/or permit such conduct on premises under his/her control, or to be present as a spectator

at such exhibition;

18
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J. Possess cock spurs, slashers, gaffs, or other tools, equipment, devices or training facilities for
the purpose of training and/or engaging an animal in combat with another animél;

K. Abandon-any animal.

Sectit;n 21. Section 9.25.082 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.082 Offensesrelating to safety and sanitation. s

It is unlawful for an owner to:

A. Allow the accumulation of ((pre-eaterdog)) animal feges in any open area, run, cage or yard

wherein ((pigs-and/or-dogs-and/oreats)) animals are kept and 40 fail to remove or dispose of feces at

| least once every twenty-four (24) hours;

B. Fail to remove the fecal matter deposited, 6 his/her gnimal on public property or private
property of another béfore the owner leaves th it mediate area where the fecal matter was deposited;

C. Fail to have in his/her possessio a equipment necessary to remove his/her animal's fecal
matter when accompanied by said anima n public property or public easement;

D. Have possession or conts 81 of any animal sick or afflicted with any infectious or contagious

~ disease and fail to provide treatrfent for such infection or disease, or suffer or permit such diseased or

| infected animal to run at largé, or come in contact with other animals, or drink at any public or common

watering trough or streanyaccessible to other animals.

suide)) service dogs shall be exempted from subsections B and C of

this section. _

Section ;?.2 Section 9.25.083 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.({§3 Owning ((vieioeus)) dangerous animals prohibited -Exception.

- 19
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A. Tt is unlawful to own a dangerous ((vieious)) animal (other than a licensed guard or attack

dog) with knowledge that the animal is dangerous ((vieious)), or with reckless disregard of the fact that

the animal is dangerous ((vieious)).

B. An animal whose owner is convicted of violating this section shall be h(ﬁfanelv destroved.

Section 23. Section 9.25.084 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amepded as follows:
9.25.084 Offenses relating to control.

It is unlawful for the owner to:

It is not a violation of this subsection to have a ¢bg off-leash in an area designated pursuant to Section

18.12.080 as an off-lease area provided that the requirements of Section 18.12.080 B are met.

B. Permit any cat, dog, potbelly g or other animal to enter any public fountain, or any school

| ground while school is in session or guring after-school activities It is not a violation of this subsection

for an owner to permit an animal zé/enter on to any school ground when school is not in session and no

ﬁ after-school activities are takivé/ place if the animal is on leash and the owner has in his or her immediate

possession a device to remée properly any feces the animal mayv deposit on school grounds;

C. Fail to confifie any female cat or dog that is in estrus ("heat") in a secure enclosure so that the

female cat or dog cgfinot come in contact with ((the)) a male unless the male is admitted by the owner of
the female;

D. Pegmit any animal:

1. To damage public property or the private property of another, or

20
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2. To bark, whine, howl, or otherwise vocalize in violation of Chapter 25.08 of the
Seattle Municipal Code (Noise Ordinance 106360) or its successor ordinance, or
3. To spread or spill garbagej |
E. Have in his/her possession any animal not owned by him/her without the knowledge of the
owner, unless he/she notifies the Director of such posseésion within twenty-four (24 | ours; or to fail to

surrender such animal to the Director upon demand,; /

F. Tether an animal in such a manner as to permit the animay(ter any sidewalk, street, alley

or place open to the public, or to enter any adjacent lot or premises uhless authorized by the occupant of

the adjacent premises.
Section 24. Section 9.25.085 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25.085 Offenses relating to sale of anima .
- For the purpose of consumer protection itAs imlawful to:

A. Sell any animal known to be sick gr injured unless the buyer is given, at the time of sale,

written notice of the condition of the anifal;

B. Sell any animal known to Be ((vieious)) dangerous;

C. Sell any ((dangereus))exotic animal except to zoos or other facilities possessing or
maintaining dangerous animals which are owned by any city, county, state, or federal agency or school,
college, university or simifar educational facility.

Section 25. Segtion 9.25.090 of the Seattle Municipal Code ié amg:nded as follows:
9.25.090 D¢tainment and disposal.

A. No dgtained animal shall be released to the owner until all applicable fees are paid and

licenses obtairfed except as otherwise provided in this Chapter.

21
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B. The Director shall ascertain whether any detained animal is currently licensed, and, if so,
shall notify the licensee by letter or by telephone that such animal has been detained and may be

redeemed upon payment of any applicable fees.

C. Anyone claiming a detained animal must prove ownership or provide written aiﬁh/wization
from the owner to claim the animal, to the satisfaction of the Director before redeemi the animal.
D. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter, injured or disegsed animals need not be

detained for the holding period, but may be disposed of in a humane mang;e’f at any time at the discretion

/

of the Director. /

E. Any animal which is detained by the Director may ?/e’l{eid at the City Animal Shelter or other

place appropriate for the animal. The Director shall post a:/ n/o/tice of detainment at the City Animal

Shelter, and shall attempt to determine ownership of Jgn/;nimal. If, after the expiration of a holding
/

period, no owner has claimed the animal, the Dirgc%or shall authorize adoption or dispose of the animal

7
rd

7
in a humane manner. /

F. A kennel fee for every twenty/,#f{c/);r (24) bour period or part thereof, commencing at the close
e
of business on the day the animal is ;iéained, shall be charged to the owner or other authorized person
claiming the animal for the care ;ﬁ;d feeding of the animal.
G. The Director of P;{{lic Health may direct the detention of animals suspected of having rabies.
These animals shall be k:?é/ until their release is approved by the Director of Public Health, and all

applicable fees are paid.
Section 26/ Section 9.25.092 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25,0?/2/Nuisance z;nimals.
A. A;(y animal which, by its actions or condition, presents a clear and present threat to the public

peace, health, or safety is a nuisance and may be summarily detained pending correction of the

22
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condition, or pending the owner's trial, hearing, appeal or other judicial proceedings for violation of this

chapter or any other provision of law.

B. If an animal is a threat to public peace, health or safety, but the public is not in imminent
danger, in lieu of summarily detaining the animal, the Director may post a notice to abate a nuisance

upon any property wherein an animal is kept in violation of the provisions of this chapt/er.fﬁno response

, Py
is made to the notice within twenty-four (24) hours, the animal shall be detained at'the City Animal

S
Py

Shelter. e

/
e
C. In addition, nothing shall prevent prosecution of owners (}f"’ﬁoisy animals under Chapter
v"/l
25.08 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Noise Ordinance 10636(})/’61‘ its successor ordinance.

/
Section 27. Section 9.25.100 of the Seattle Municjpal Code is amended as follows:
: e

9.25.100 Penalty clause. 7

s

4
A. Conduct made unlawful by Sections j%/25.053, 9.25.083 , and 9.25.085 of this chapter

constitutes a crime subject to the provision%éff Sections 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.020 of the Seattle
7 '

| Municipal Code (Ordinance 102843 as afmended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by

/
a fine of not more than Five Hundr /zd Dollars ($500.00) or by imprisonment for no more than one

hundred eighty (180) days, or}yfboth such fine and imprisonment.

B. Conduct madyﬁlfl/awﬁﬂ by Sections 9.25.081 B and 9.25.081 I of this chapter constitutes a
gross misdemeanor suj fect to the provisions of Section 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.020 of the Seattle
Municipat Code (%’;ance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by
a fine of not more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) or by imprisonment for no more than three
hundred six%fwe (365) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

| C. Conduct made ynlawful by Sections 9.25.081 A, 9.25.081 C, 9.25.081 D, 9.25.081 E,

9.25.081 F, 9.25.081 G, 9.25.081 H, 9.25.081 J and 9.25.081 K of this chapter constitutes a

23
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misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Sections 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.20 of the Seattle Municipal
Codé (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by a fine of
not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment for no more than ninety (90) days,
or by both such fine and imprisonment. //
D. Conduct made unlawful by any other section of this chapte);’{;ﬁ a violation and any person _
found to have committed a violation may be punished by a civil i}m or forfeiture of not more than Fi.ve

/
Hundred Dollars ($500.00), but a finding that a violation was/éommitted shall not give rise to any

disability or legal disadvantage based on the conviction of a criminal offense. ((Failure-to-have-obtained;

sriorto-Decembe 097 a-dog or-nothellvniclicense canired byv-Section-9.-25.0480 25 04
E} E) '- l' AW 7 w, : W W R & - e e 7 J 7 . - , ) Y, )
o5 -0 A o o o o 2T ) o o P¥a o ) A
a8 ot-stb s 0 or-fo s d b SIERE MY
e 1y ! o 5 Q0 LERQ O o ab e o a | RIPe osxner h
; b d-fo e 5 As
disposed-ofthe 1_the-owsnerne the Director-of-the-dispesition:)) Disposition of violations

under this chapter shall be governed procedures for disposition of traffic infractions under Seattle
Municipal Code Chapter 11.31 . |

E. In addition, the court }Aay order the revocation or denial of any guard or attack dog license
and any cat or dog license of of to any person convicted of a crime under this chapter for a period not to
exceed one (1) year.

F. Any person whose guard or attack (io g license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall
surrender all of his orj er ggard or attack dogs to the Director to be disposed of in a humane manner.

G. Any pegs'én whose cat or dog license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall surrender all of
his or her cats a;yf{dogs to the Director ((%e—be—éi»speseé—eyf—iﬂﬁﬁumaﬁe—maﬁﬁer)).

Section 28. Section 9.25.110 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.110 Denial, suspension, or revocation of license-

24
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Order.

The Director ((may)) shall deny, suspend, or revoke a license for an animal found to be a

"((veious)) dangerous animal,” in any jurisdiction, and may deny, suspend, or revoke ((and)) a license

for a guard or attack animal under Section 9.25.054 upon determining thatthe applicant or licensee has

1al, suspension, or revocation of
a license shall be in writing in the form of an order, and shall inglide a recital of the authority for the -

action, a brief and concise statement of facts which constitute the grounds for the denial, and the

Director’ s signature. A copy of the order, including noffce of the right to a hearing, shall be mailed to the

| applicant.

Section 29. Section 9.26.020 of the Se/a'ftle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.26.020 Cat or dog license fee—l}él/ewal.

A. The fee for each cat or dogl/'énse and for each annual period of renewal shall be:

1. Cats /
ARECIEA ..o e ettt e e e e e e e e e r s $10.00
UNABHETEA . c.veeee e e et s e e v e e e e e e e e n s e e e e e ee e 20.00

2. Dogs

AETEA e e e e s e e er et e e e e e e e e e taeseee et ——trrrararaaraaeraanas
Unaltered

1. Cats
ATEETEA. oo it s e eme e e e et v e ee e e maeaeeaesaaesare s s aeranateaneeeeeaeanaennans
Unaltered

2. Ipogs
AEETEA oo e e a e t—e e a et et aee e e e et e raa et e r—————————aaaann 25.00
NBHETEA .. oo er e e e e e e s e re e e e e e e e e e e s e e e nereeseeer e e e e st anaaeseroaaeas 55.00

25
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C. A provisional license may be issued for dogs or cats up to age six (6) months to allow time
for such animals to be spayed or neutered((and-vaceinated-forrabies)). A provisional 1iceﬁse may also
be issued for cats and dogs of any age that were not previously licensed within The City of Seattle if
proof of spay or neuter status is not available at the time the license is requested. The /f/e/e)f,or each

provisional cat or dog license for a six-month period shall be:

loss)) /

4

: /
, é ..................................................................................................... 2.00

Section 30. Section 9.26.025 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

26
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0.26.025 ((Miniature))((-p))Potbelly pig license fee.

A. The fee for the initial annual potbelly pig license shall be One Hundred Fifteen Dollars
($115.00).

B. The fee for each annual period of license renewal for ((mintature)) potbelly piw be
Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00). /

C. Late fee for renewal of a potbelly pig license more than thirty (30) dz‘v/s’ after its expiration

shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00).

Section 31. Section 9.26.040 of the Seattle Municipal Codg/is amended as follows:
9.26.040 Guard or attack dog license.
The annual fee for each guard dog or attaék dog ligense shall be Fifty-five Do]lafs ($55).
Section 32. Section 9.26.050 of the Seattle Manicipal Code is amended as follows:
9.26.050 Other animal control fees and/.charges.

Other animal control fees shall be:
A. Administrative fee for each deg ned animal:

First detainment ........ooovovivvecreeeeneen.n AT $ 40.00

“Second detainment........coocooevieieinnnnns Y AT et ee oo e e re e e o e s snnaeees 80.00

Third and subseguent detainments

27
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o "
s

o

P
G. For the handling of animals, other than dogs and cats, charges may bf:/as/éessed to recover the
cost of special equipment.
Section 33. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirfy (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by ?fayor within ten (10) days after

| presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Cgide Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the day of; , 2000, and signed by me in open
session in authentication of its passage this v of , 2000.
/
Presi;}ént of the City Council
Approved by me this day’of , 2000,
Mayor

Filedbymethis / dayof , 2000.

/

/

City Clerk

(Seal)

28
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to Animal Control; adding definitions of dangerous and potentially
dangerous animals; adding and expanding definitions of different classifications of animals;
clarifying the Director’s authority to detain and dispose of certain animals; amending the appeals
process and the authority of the Hearing Examiner on appeal; separating the licensing
requirement from the vaccination requirement; increasing the insurance requirement for guard
dogs, granting an exemption to the requirement to display a current license and amending
Chapter 9.25 and Chapter 9.26 of the Seattle Municipal Code in accordance therewith.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS: 5

K
£

Section 1. Section 9.25.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code is azqgﬂded as follows:

/

4

9.25.020 Definitions-A ~ E.
As used in this chapter, except where a different rneanmgis plainly apparent from the context,
the following definitions apply:
A. "Abandon" means the act of leaving an ammal
1. Without food, water, or care for twg;r‘i;y-four (24) hours or more; or
2. In a situation where the conditig;f; present an immediate, direct, and sérious threat to

y
Vi

the life, safety, or health of the animal. /

i

/
B. "Alter" means to permanently render an animal incapable of reproduction.

C. “Animal” means any living nq,r{-human mammal, bird, reptile, or amphibian.
((€)D. "Animal Control Ofﬁc%ér" means any persoh who is employed with the Seattle Division
of Animal Control or appointed by '@ﬁe Director for the purpose of aiding in the enforcement of any

ordinance, or relating to the licensing control, quarantine, seizure or impoundment of animals.

E. “Atlarge” means a d’ég or other animal inside The City of Seattle, off the premises of the

owner, and not under controL‘By a leash of eight (8) feet in length or shorter.
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((B)E. "City" means The City of Seattle.

((E))G. "Dangerous animal" means any animal ¢

injuring-a-human-being)) that according to the records of the appropriate authority, (2) h“ﬁs inflicted

severe injurv on a human being without provocation on public or private property, (b) has killed a

domestic animal without provocation while off the owner’s property. or (c} has béén previously found to

be potentially dangerous, ((- the-- )) whose owner ((- having—)) has received ‘;af)tice of such, which ((-

and-the--)) animal again aggressively bites, attacks. or endangers the safet\{gfif humans or domestic

animals.

((F))ﬂ. "Director" means the Executive Services Director of The City of Seattle or his/her

authorized representative.

((6)L. "Department" means the Executive Services Depértment of The City of Seattle.

£
((H)]. "Disposed of in a humane manner" means eujgﬁanized by a lethal dose of sodium

4

pentobarbital or its equivalent. / '

((B)K. "Detain" means to place an animal in cu#ody.

L. “Domestic Animal” means an animal that IS livestock, a companion animal, or both.

1. “Livestock” means any species of animal commonly used by inhabitants of

;
£

Washington State for food. fiber, or draft g_;u_l;posqé.

2. “Companion animal” means anv species of animal commonly kept by inhabitants of

Washington State as a pet or for comnanionsh;{u except that snakes exceeding eight (8) feet in length,

venomous reptiles (regardiess of whether th&_%": venom glands have been removed), and venomous
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amvphibians (regardless of whether the venom glands have been removed) are not domestic animals, even

if such animals are commonly kept by inhabitants of Washington State pets or for companionship.

M. “Exotic animal” means anv species of animal that is both: (1) not a domestic animal; (( -

nen-demestis - )).and (2) capable of killing or seriously injuring a human being. ({- The -)) Subject to

the preceding sentence, the definition of “exotic animal” contained in this section includes but is not

limited to species within the following categories:

1. Al animals of the order Primates (as primates) except humans;

2. All animals of the family Canidae (as dogs, wolves, jackals, or foxes) and their hybrid,

except for the domestic dog Canis familiaris:

3. All animals of the family Felidae (as lions, tigers. jaguars, leopards, cougars, or cheetahs)

and their hyvbrid. except for the domestic cat Felis catus;

4. Al animals of the family Ursidae (as bears);

5. All animals of the family Hvaeniqlae {as hyenas);

6. _All animals of the order Crocodylia (as alligators, crocodiles. gavials, or caimans):

7. _All animals of the family Elepf hantidae {as elephants);

‘8. Al animals of the order Eérissodactyla (as horses, rhinoceroses, or tapirs):

9, All animals of the : order Artiodactyla (as__camels, cattle: deer, giraffes, goats, .

hippopotamuses, liamas, pigs, or sheep);

“Exotic animal” also inchiiies (( - At - )) all venomous reptiles and amphibians, (regardiess of

whether the venom glands hav;f‘;Been removed); and (( - Adt - )) all snakes that are eight (8) feet or more in

length. An animal that is a member of a species that is normally domesticated, but that is determined to be

wild or feral, shall be considéred an exotic animal.

b i e e S i e e e R e e e e e et
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Section 2. Section 9.25.021 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.021 Definitions-F - J.

As used in this chapter, except where a different meaning is plainly apparent from the context,

the following definitions apply:

A. "Guard dog" or "attack dog" means an((¥)) animal in the taxonomic classification Canis

Familiaris (also referred to as the common household dog) ((mesber-of-the-dog-family-(Canideey)), not

owned by a government agency, which has been trained and is used for the purpose of protecting

persons or property by exhibiting hostile and aggressive propensities, or which will attack on signal or

| command.

B. "Harboring" means allowing any animal to remain, be lodged, fed, or sheltered on the
property one owns, occupies or controls, for more than twenty-four (24) hours.

C. "Holding period" means seventy-two \(7 2) hours c‘émmencing at the close of regular business
on the day of detainment éf any unlicensed or unidentiﬁgd cat or dog, and one hundred forty-four (144)
hours for any licensed or identified animai, éxcluding days the City Animal Shelter is not open to the
public. |

Section 3. Section 9.25.023 of the Seattl?;:idunicipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.023 Definitions-P - T. |

As used in this chapter, except Wher?*; different meaning is plainly apparent from the context,
the following definitions apply: d

A. "Permit" means human condgét in relation to an owned animal which is intentional,

deliberate, careless, inadvertent or neg_ﬁgent.
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B. "Potbelly pig" means that type of swine commonly known as the Vietnamese, Chinese, or

Asian Potbelly Pig (Sus scrofa vittatus).

C. “Potentially dangerous animal” means any animal that when unprovoked: (a) Inflicts bites on

2 human or a domestic animal either on public or private property, or (b) chases or approaches a person

on public property or on private property (other than that of the animal’s owner) ina menacing fashion

or apparent attitude of attack, or any animal with a known propensity, tendency. or disposition to attack

unprovoked, to cause injury. ((- exto-eause-injury -)) or otherwise to threaten the safety of humans or

domestic animals.

D. “Secure animal shelter” means an animal shelter that agrees to accept an animal and that

agrees to the following conditions:

A 1. Not to release the animal from the shelter for the rest of the animal’s natural life;

2. Not to allow the animal to come into contact with the general public for the rest of the

animal’s natural life;

3. Not to allow the former owner to have contact with the animal;

any and all claims, demands damages, liabilities, causes, suits or action of any kind or nature whatsoever

relative to past or future care and custody of the a’himal and to the animal’s future behavior.

5. To notify the City if the shelter goes out of business or can no Jonger keep the animal

and to abide by the City’s disposition instructions.

((- B-)) E. “Service dog” means a dog that is trained for the purposes of assisting or

accommodating a disabled person’s sensbrv, mental, or physical disability.
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((-E-)) E. “Severe Injury” means any physical injury that results in broken bones or disfiguring

lacerations requiring multiple sutures or cosmetic surgery. It also means transmittal of an infectious or

contagious disease by an animal.

((€)) (- E-)) G. "Trespassing" means any animal which enters upon thqyi();operty of another
person without the authorization of the lawful occupant.

Section 4. 9.25.024 of the Seattle Municipal Code is repealed.

Section 5. 9.25.030 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amendedz;é; follows:

9.25.030 Authority of the Director.

4"3
J

A. The Director is authorized to: 5

1. Make rules for the interpretation and impigihentation of this chapter, pursuant to the

Administrative Code;
2. Accept the surrender of animals to the City Animal Shelter;

3. Permit or deny adoption from theféity Animal Shelter of animals that have been

7

surrendered to the City, or which are stray or unc}ér detainment and unclaimed after the expiration of 2
7
;

holding period;

&

4. Direct immediate humangiiisposal of:
(a) any exotic ani:q_i’gi_:_
(b) any animal s{;ﬁ;’{endered to the City for humane disposal:((Ges(3-))

{c) any anima:fdetermined by the Seattle Municipal Court or any other court of
law to be_fé nuisancey((5)) ((Heious,-or-dangereus;-6r-{e)))

(d) any anilgi')lal involved in a court proceeding in which the owner pled guilty or
was fo}ind to be guilty of owning a nuisance ((-#eieus)) or dangerous animal
or in which the owner pled guilty or was found to be guilty of negligent
control of an animal:((¢&))
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() any animal unclaimed after the expiration of a holding period;((:-ex<(e}))

(f) any animal determined by the Director to be ((vieieus-er)) dangerous pursuant
to SMC Section 9.25.035;

5. Detain animals found to be unlicensed, or abandoned, or at large, or in inhumane
conditions, or to be a nuisance, or to be ((vieious)) exotic or dangerous, or otherwise found to be ina

circumstance violative of this chapter or any other provision of law;

6. Ct)llec{ cats, dogs and other animals found dead on the public areas of the City, or
from private property on request of the occupant of the property, and to bury, cremate, or arrange for the
disposal of such animal;

7. Appoint agents for the collection of pig, dog ,aﬁd cat license fees and other fees

established by Chapter 9.26 of the Seattle Municipal Code, including past due fees and penalties;

8. Grant, renew, suspend, revoke, or dengfﬁcenses according to the‘terms of this chapter;

9. Administer the City Animal Shelter/_/;f’;

10. Administer the City Spay and Neuter Clinic and Program;

11. Charge and collect fees for t}%;"iservices authorized by this chapter, as established by
Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.26 , knowg’;gs the "Animal Fee Ordinance," as now existing or
hereafter amended, revised or re-enacted;

12. Reduce fees for the ;}C{;ption or redemption of any animal, when, in the discretion of
the Director, such a reduction is in t@é;best interests of the animal;

13. Appoint persogé experienced in the humane trapping of animals to set and bait a trap

or use other devices that do no‘g.,ei;hysicaﬂy harm an animal trapped, when, in the judgment of the

Director, such action will prg,fect the public peace, health, safety and welfare and issue live animal

| trapping permits as authori‘zfed by the Director of Finance by rule;
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14. Implant into animals leaving the shelter through adoption or redemption a microchip

for identification purposes.

15, Direct disposition of exotic animals, including but not limited to transfer to a

zoological garden or herpetarium.

16. Refund fees for overpayment or services not provided.

17. Detain an animal that is the subject of any violation of law, or whose owner is

accused of violating any law relating to that animal, and collect from the owner all costs of detainment,
care, feeding, and disposition.

18. Direct disposition of dangerous animalsto a secured animal shelter as provided for in

this Chapter.

B. The Director shall keep records of the handling and licensure of animals in the City.

C. Nothing prohibits the Police Department fron};ég;forcing provisions of this chapter.

D. The Director is authorized to enforce Seatt}{éﬁhll-unicipai Code Sections 18.12.080, 18.12.100
and 18.12.110 as authorized by the Superintendent @f Parks and Recreation by rule.

E. The Director is authorized to enforce Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 9.12 and Seattle
Municipal Code Section 10.72.020, subject t@ ;uch restriction or qualification as the Director of the
Seattle-King County Department of Public ’?;If‘{eaith may establish by rule.

Section 6. Section 9.25.035 of ttheattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.035 Declaration that an. ammal is ((vicious-or)) dangerous-(( - Order—ef—hamane

dispesal—)) Dis osmon, Right to meeting.

A. The Director, upon the‘j‘:f)etiﬁon of any person, or at his or her own discretion, may conduct an

investigation, and if the ﬁndinggfof the investigation so indicate, he or she may declare an animal to be
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((vicious-ox)) dangerous ((-and)). If a domestic animal is found to be dangerous. the Director {(- shall -

)) ((saa¥)) shall enter an order so stating. and shall direct either: 1) ((- order -)) humane disposal of the

animal; or 2) that the animal be sent at the owner’s expense 1o a secure animal shelter. The owner is

| responsible for paying all fees owed to the City for the care of the animal.

B. Before declaring an animal to be ((sdeious-of)) dangerous or directing the disposition of the

animal, the Director shall notify the owner in writing of the reasons why the animal is believed to be

((vicious-or)) dangerous and ((- subject-to-humane-dispesat -)) the proposed disposition of the animal,

the authority for the proposed action, and that the Director will make a final determination after the
expiration of twenty (20) days following service of the notice, or, if sent by certified mail, within twenty
(20) days after the date of delivery as shown on the returned receipt. In addition, the notice shall inform

the owner that he or she will be provided an opportunity to meet with the Director ((~oethe-Managerof

anee)), at which meeting the owner may give, orally
((and4)) or in writing, any reasons or informatiqﬁ as to why the animal should not be ((destroyed))

declared to be dangerous, or why the Director should direct that the animal be sent to a secure animal

shelter instead of directing humane disposzﬁ. The notice shall state the date, time and location of the

meeting, which will occur prior to the q}ziairation of twenty (20) days following delivery of the notice.
The notice shall be sent by regular and certified mail, return receipt requested, or delivered in person to

the owner at the owner's last add;regé known to the Director.

C. The Director will consider directing that an animal be sent to a secure animal shelter only

upon request of the owner. Thé: owner shail bear the burden to establish that a animal shelter is available

that meets the criteria for a secure animal shelter, that the shelter will accept the animal, and that the

owner is willing and able tof‘gay all expenses fgr transporting the animal.
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((-€-)) D. In the event the Director finds an animal to be ((vieieus-e)) dangerous ((and-orders

humane-dispesaly) and directs disposition of the animal, the declaration and ((- exder -)) directive shall
be in writing in the form of an order, and shall include a recital of the authority for the action, a brief and

concise statement of the facts ((- »h

ot -)) that

supports the disposition, and contain the Director's signature. A copy of the order, including notice of

the right to appeal, shall be sent by regular and certified mail, return receipt requested, or delivered in
person to the owner.

Section 7. Section 9.25.036 of the Seattle Municipal Code is aﬁended as follows:

9.25.036 Appeal of Director's ((erder)) determination.

Appeal.

A. Availability of Appeal. An owner may appeal a determination of the Director declaring an

animal to be dangerous or ((- exdesing -)) directing the ((- hma&aae—drspes&l -)) disposition of an ((vieieus

er-dangereus-)) animal ((te—ﬂae—eﬁﬁee—ef—the—He&ﬁﬂg—E&W)) by filing a notice of appeal and written

request for a hearing, with the Hearing Examiner by ﬁve o’clock (5:00 p.m.) on the tenth (10) calendar

day ((wathinten{10)-days) after the date of deiive;gfi; of the Director's order.((;)) ((An-ozrder)) A notice

that an animal is to be humanely disposed of thz}fsis based either on a conviction of the animal’s owner of

possessing a dangerous animal or on a conviction of the animal’s owner of negligent control of an

animal in the first degree may not be anne@iéd under this Section. _The date of delivery of the Director’s

order shall be the date evidenced by a ((as—neted—b{s#%he)) signed returned receipt, an affidavit of service,

or three days after the date of mailin as shown in a declaration of mailing. When the last day of the

appeal period falls on a Saturday, Sqﬁdav, or City holiday. the period shall run until five o’clock p.m.

(5:00 p.m.) on the next business da‘,-y;’. (e

10
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animal's-humane-dispesal:))Process.

1. An appeal shall conform to the requirements of Hearing Examiner Rule 3.01{d) in

that it must be in writing. and contain the following:

(a) A brief statement as to how the owner is signiﬁcanﬂyféffected by or interested in the

decision of the Director:

(b) A brief statement of the owner’s issues on & peal. noting owner’s specific exceptions
1 appe

and obijections to the Director’s Determination and Order;

() The relief requested, such as re;{’;ersal‘of the Director’s Order:;

{d Signature, address, and nhogié number of the owner, and name and address

of owner’s designated representative, if any.

2. The Hearing Examiner shall sx;fhmarilv dismiss an appeal without hearing which

the Hearing Examiner determines to be without merxt on its face. frivolous, or brought merely to secure

a delay.

3. Any person beneficial h_r_finterested or the Director shall only obtain judicial review

of the Hearine Examiner’s decision by anplying for a Writ of Review in the Superior Court of

Washington in and for King County in acgi;rdance with the procedure set forth in Chapter 7.16 RCW

and other applicable law and local court::iiuies within ten (10) days of the date of the decision.

11
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C. Standard of Review. Appeals shall be considered de nove. The owner shall have the burden

of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that the Director’s decision was incorrect. In the case of

‘an order ordering the humane disposal of exotic animals or livestock under SMC 9.25.030(A)(4). the

owner shall have the burden of proving that a reasonable alternative disposition is available. In the case

of a directive of humane disposal for dangerous animals, the owner shall have the burden of proving that

the Director’s decision not to allow the animal to be sent to a secure animal shelter was arbitrary and

| capricious.

Section 8. Section 9.25.037 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.037 Authority of Hearing Examiner. |

A. The Hearing Examiner shall conduct the review of an appeal from ((- an-erderfor-the-humane
disposition-ofan-antmal —)) in an expedited manner and shall make a decision thereon. The procedures
of Sections 3.02.090 and 3.02.100 shall apply, except that the intervals for action shall be compressed
so that, unless both the owner and the Dlrector consent, the f;xme elapsed between the date of the notice

of appeal and the Hearing Examiner's determination shall_‘ﬁot.exceed thirty (30) days.

Coust))

B. Hearing Examiner’s Authority.

12
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1. The Hearing Examiner may affirm or reverse the Director’s decision in whole or

in part. or remand the decision to the Director for further consideration.

2. The decision of the Hearing Examiner shall be final subjéct to i udiciél review in

the Superior Court.

Section 9. Section 9.25.045 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25.045 Municipal Spay and Neuter Clinic.

A. There shall be a Municipal Spay and Neuter Clinic, as provided byfbrdinance 107631, at

| which members of the public may have cats and dogs spayed or neutered ma humane manner upon

payment of fees as provided by the Animal Fee Ordinance (Seattle Mun1c1pa1 Code Chapter 9.26 ).
B. Such fees shall include immunization of dogs and cats gs-ﬁ'ééemed necessary by the
spay/neuter veterinarian at the time of surgery. |
C. The clinic shall operate at a level according to pubhc demand and shall be financed by

surgery fees, pet license fees for unaltered animals and ot};é; means necessary ((sprovided-license-fees

D. Every dog and cat sterilized at the clinic shall be properly licensed with a current City of

Seattle pet license if the animal resides in the Cit'gféf Seattle.
‘Section 10. Section 9.25.046 of the Sea’fﬂe Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25.046 Waiver of City liability.
A. Persons submitting dogs and cats fér any service identified in Section 9.25.045 of this
chapter shall sign a consentv form certi?g@f;ng thereon under penalty of perjury that they are the owner of
said animal(s) or are otherwise authg%zed to present the animal for the above operation, and such

persons may be required to ﬁlmis?gfﬁproof of such ownership or authority.
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B. Such consent shall contain a waiver, to the extent permitted by law, of any and all liability of

the City, its agents, and any City employee for the injury or death to an animal arising out of the
aforementioned operation or any service provided incidental thereto.

Section 11. Section 9.25.047 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.047 Return date establishment.

The Director shall establish a return date by which persons submitting animals for any of the
services identified in Section 9.25.045 of this chapter shall pick up said animals or be subject to a
reasonable board and care fee to commence on the day after such a return date. Failure to pick up an
animal within five (5) days of said return date shall be deemed abandonmént of such animal. The
Director shall serve notice upon the owner or mail notice by regular an‘d certified mail, return receipt
reques{ed, and if fees are not paid, the Director may dispose of it by adoption or euthanasia.

Section 12. Section 9.25.048 of the Seattle Municipal Code is recodified in Section 9.25.045 and
Section 9.25.048 is repealed: |

Séction 13. There is added to the Seattle Municip;I Code Chapter 9.25 a new Section 9.25.049
as follows:

9.25.049 Rabies vaccination required.

All dogs and cats four (4) months of ag‘é :vor older shall be vaccinated against rabies.

Section 14. Section 9.25.050 of thgééatﬂe Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.050 Animal licenses and Q“_.é‘;‘mits generaily. |

Ank The following animal licer}éés shall be required: potbelly pig, cat, and dog licenses, guard and

attack dog licenses, and ((éaﬂgeseasj) exotic animal ((Heenses)) permits.
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((®))B. Licenses and permits are not transferable.

((B))C. Applications for licenses and permits shall be made on forms approved by the Director
and shall be accompanied by the fee set by the Animal Fee Ordinance (Scattle Municipal Code Chapter
9.26) and, in the case of cat or dog licenses, proof of alteration if the ammal is altered. Licenses shall be

issued in the name of the owner, and shall be numbered. Licenses shall be issued for a twelve (12)

Seetion-9:26-020-C- ))and may include a twelve (12) month renewal. A provisional cat or dog license

shall be for a six-month period. Guard or Attack Dog licenses shall be issued for a twelve (12) month

period only upon the applicant’s compliance with Sectibn 9.25.054. Each permit or subsequent license

renewal for the same animal shall commence from the expiration date of the last valid license or permit.

D. A City of Seattle animal license does not relieve the owner of the obligation to obtain any

other permit or license otherwise required by f‘iocal, state or federal law.
Section 15. Section 9.25.051 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.051 Cat and dog licenses. k'

Any owner of a ((weaned)) cat or dog over the age of eight (8) weeks must obtain a valid license

for each such animal. Within thirty (30) days of entry of any cat or dog into The City of Seétﬁe, the

owner of the cat or dog must obtain a valid license for each such animal.
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Section 16. Section 9.25.052 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.052 ((Miniature-p)) Potbelly pig licenses.

No potbelly pig may be kept as a domestic pet in the city if it is greater than twenty-two inches

(227) in height at the shoulder or more than one hundred fifty (150) pounds in weight. Within thirty (30)

days of entry of any ((siniatare)) potbelly pig into The City of Seattle, the owner of the pig must obtain
a valid license for each such animal. Along with the fee for such license or renewal, the owner must

present the following: proof that the pig is spayed or neutered; certification by a licensed veterinarian

| that the pig has current vaccinations; certification within the prior thirty (30) days by a licensed

veterinarian of the weight of the pig; certification within the prior thirty (30) days by a licensed
veterinarian that no tusk appears outside of the mouth of the pig when the mouth is closed; and the
address of the property aﬂd description of the physical location(s) on the property where the pig will be
kept.

Section 17. Section 9.25.053 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.053 ((Dangerous)) Exotic animals.

A. It is unlawful for any person to procure or keep an exotic ((dangereus)) animal; provided, this

) city, county, state or federal agency, school, college, university

or similar educational facility, or to a properly licensed veterinary hospital where an exotic ((dangereus))

animal may be confined temporarily for treatment, or to the procurement of an exotic ((dangereus))
animal by a properly licensed commercial animal dealer where the animal is confined temporarily for

sale to a zoo or other facility identified in Section 9.25.085 of this chapter. The Director may authorize

16




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

SLG: gh -4:3:-;-:-:«_.: S ‘
May 2, 2060
anconir_amend.doc

(Ver. 16)

by special ((license)) permit, not to exceed thirty (30) days, the keeping of exotic ((dangereus)) animals

for circuses or special exhibits.

B. If a permit for an exotic animal is granted pursuant to Subsection A, the owner of such exotic

animal must at all times keep the animal under control.

Section 18. Section 9.25.054 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25.054 Guard or attack dog license-Proof of insurance-
Posting notice and license.
A. No person shall use or harbor a guard or attack dog without first obtaining a guard Or.attack |
dog license therefor.
B. The applicant for a guard or attack dog license shall provide the following information:
1. The name and address of the owner of _,_the guard or attack dog, a description of the
dog, and the address and business name (if any) of 'thq premises the dog will guard; |
2. The name and address of the_traiﬁér of the guard or attack dog, and the name and
address of the purveyor of the dog;
3. Proof of a policy of public“‘:.l;ability insurance, such as homeowner's insurance, issued

by an insurer authorized to do business inﬂlﬂ State of Washington in an amount of at least One Hundred

Thousand Dollars ($100.000.00) ((WH&SW@%)), insuring the owner on account
of any liability for claims for death or personal injury inflicted by the guard or attack dog to any person;

and

4, Proof of micgéchin identification. microchip number and identification of the date and

location of microchip implant.

(@)s. Sug,ﬁ other information as the Director may reasonably require.
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C. The applicant shall certify that:
1. The premises the dog will guard are adequately secured for the safgtﬁ?;of the public;
2. Signs are displayed on the premises at all entrances and at thn'ty(30) foot intervals
clearly warning that a guard or attack dog is on duty; and j‘

3. The ((usex ) owner of the guard or attack dog is aware ofand understands the

aggressive nature of the dog, certifies under penalty of perjury that the _:d"og has been trained as a guard or
attack dog, and can demonstrate total voice control of the dog.
D. A copy of the guard or attack dog license must be p{ogted and presented upon demand of a

&

police officer or the Director.

E. The premises where a guard or attack dog is _t5 be located shall be subject to inspection by the

Director prior to approval of the license. Upon ins @étionb an Animal Control Officer. the applicant

may be requested to provide proof of compliancq.;r\'%/ith the requirements of this Section.

F

. It shall be the responsibility of the Q%er of a suard or attack dog to make application Mth

the Seattle Animal Control for a guard or al_fgf;ck dog license annually before the date of expiration of the

. previous license.

Section 19. Section 9250800f the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.080 Offenses relatin_:fgiio licensing.

1t is unlawful for the owner of any animal to:

A. Fail to obtain the %iéenses required by the Animal Control Fee Ordinance (Seattle Municipal
Code Chapter 9.26 );

B. Failto displaf;:onspicuously the current and valid license identification on the licensed

animal provided that qz'its need not display a license identification tag if the cat is licensed and has been
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implanted with microchip identification and the microchip number is registered with Seattle Animal
Control; |
| C. Fail to show the license upon request of any Animal Control Officer or any Police Officer;

D. Use or permit another person to use a license or license identification not issued to such
person;

E. Remove a license identification from any pig, cat or dog without the owner's consent;

F. Alter a license in any manner;

G. Make a false or misleading statement or representation regarding the ownership or right to
custody or control of an animal, or regarding the ownership of a:n animal redeemed from, surrendered to,
detained by the Director;

H. Remove any detained animal from the City Animal Shelter or a Department vehicle without
the written consent of the Director;

I. Remove a microchip implanted in an agifﬁal by the City for identification purposes.

Section 20. Section 9.25.081 of the Seaéie Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.081 Offenses relating to cruglf;.

It is uniawful for any person to:

A. Injure, kill, or physically r;jistreat any animal under circumstances not amounting to first

degree animal cruelty as defined 1n((See§e;a—8,—Ghapter—%6-l,—Law5—9£-l-994)) RCW 16.52.205, except és
is expressly permitted by law;

B. Lay out to expose or leave exposed any kind of poison or poisoned food or drink where it is
accessible to an animal, or piace such poisoned materials in a stream or other body of water, endangering

fish or shellfish; provided;that nothing shall prevent the reasonable use of rodent poison, insecticides,
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fungicides or slug bait for their intended purposes; and provided, further, that nothing in this subsection
shall prohibit any governmental agency acting in the course of its governmental duties;

C. Set or bait any trap, except for rats or mice, unless ((appeinted-by-the-Direetor )) a permit to

do so has been issued as provided for in subsection 9.25.030.A. 13;

D. Confine, without adequate ventilation, any animal in any box, container or vehicle;
E. Tease, tantalize or provoke any animal with the intent to cause destructive behavior, fear or
hostility;

F. Tether or confine any animal in such a manner or in such a place as to cause injury or pain not

| amounting to first degree animal cruelty defined in ((Seetion-8-Chapter 261 aws-o£1994.)) RCW

16.52.205, or to endanger an animal; or to keep an animal in quarters that are injurious to the animal due
to inadequate protection from heat or cold, or that are of insufficient size to permit the animal to move
about freely;

G. Keep an animai in an unsanitary conditioﬁ or fail to provide sufficient food, water, shelter, or
ventilation necessary for the good health of that‘animal;

H. Fail to provide his/her animal thg;ffnedicai care that is necessary for its health or to alleviate
its pain; | |

I. Permit any animal to fight Qrz'injure any other animal, or permit any animal to be fought or
injured by any other animal; or to tréin or keep for the purpose of training any animal for the exhibition
of such animal in combat with any other animal, whether for amusement of him/herself or others, or for

financial gain; or permit such conduct on premises under his/her control, or to be present as a spectator

at such exhibition;
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J. Possess cock spurs, slashers, gaffs, or other tools, equipment, devices or training facilities for
the purpose of training and/or engaging an animal in combat with another animal;

K. Abandon any animal.

Section 21. Section 9.25.082 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.082 Offenses relating to safety and sanitation.

It is unlawful for an owner to:

A. Allow the accumulation of ((pigseat-or-deg)) animal feces in any open area, run, cage or yard
wherein ((pigs-and/or-degs-and/or-eats)) animals are kept and to fail to remove or dispose of feces at
least once every twenty-four (24) hours;

B. Fail to remove the fecal matter deposited by his/her animal on public property or private
property of another before the owner leaves the immediate area where the fecal matter was deposited;

C. Fail to have in his/her possession the equipment necessary to remove his/her animal's fecal
matter when accompanied by said animal on public property or public easement;

D. Have possession or control of any animal’ éick or afflicted with any infectious or contagious
disease and fail to provide treatment for such inff:étion or disease, or suffer or permit such diseased or
infected animal to run at large, or come in contact with other animals, or drink ét any public or common
watering trough or stream accessible to othef animals.

Owners of ((duly—l—iee&sed—g-&iée)ﬁ);_é_g_r_y_igg dogs shall be exempted from subsect’ioné B and C of
this section.

Section 22. Section 9‘25.0&?;‘ of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.083 Owning ((viei@ﬁs)) dangerous animals prohibited -Exception.

21




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
| 20
21
22
23

24

SLG:gh
May 2, 2000 :
ancontr_amend.doc

{Ver. 16)

A. Itis unlawful to own a dangerous ((vieieus)) animal (other than a licensed guard or attack
dog) with knowledge that the animal is dangerous ((vieious)), or with reckless disrégard of the fact that
the animal is dangerous ((vieious)).

B. An animal whose owner is convicted of or pleads guilty to violating this section shall be

humanely destroved.

Section 23. Section 9.25.084 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.25.084 Offenses relating to control.

1t is unlawful for the owner to:

A. Permit any ((potbeliy-pig;-demestie)) animal, except cats and pigeons, to be at large or

persens)) It is not a violation of this subsection to have a dog off-leash in an area designated pursuant to
Section 18.12.080 as an off-lease area provided that the réquirements of Section 18.12.080 B are met.

B. Permit any cat, dog, potbelly pig or other animal to enter any public fountain, or any school

ground while school is in session or during after-school activities. It is not a violation of this subsection

for an owner 1o permit an animal to enter on o any school ground when school is not in session and no

after-school activities are taking place if the animal is on leash and the owner has in his or her immediate
possession a device to remove properly any ‘,feces the animal may deposit on school grounds;
C. Fail to confine any female cat or dog that is in estrus ("heat") in a secure enclosure so that the

female cat or dog cannot come in contag:{ with ((¢the)) a male unless the male is admitted by the owner of

the female;

D. Permit any animal:
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1. To damage public property or the private property of another, or

2. To bark, whine, howl, or otherwise vocalize in violation of Chapter 25.08 of the
Seattle Municipal Code (Noise Ordinance 106360) or its successor ordinance, or

3. To spread or spill garbage;

E. Have in his/her possession any animal not owned by. him/her without the knowledge of the
owner, unless he/she notifies the Director of such possession within twenty-four (24) hours; or to fail to
surrender such animal to the Director upon demand; |

F. Tether an animal in such a manner as to permit the animal to enter any sidewalk, street, alley

or place open to the public, or to enter any adjacent lot or premises unless authorized by the occupant of

the adjacent premises.

Section 24. Section 9.25.085 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.085 Offenses relating to sale of animals. |

For the purpose of consumer protection it is unlawﬁll to:

A. Sell any animal known to be sick or injz_;:red unless the buyer is given, at the time of sale,
written notice of the condition of the animal;

B. Sell any animal known to be ((vieié;}s)) dange;rous;

C. Sell any ((dangerous)) exotic ammal except to zoos or other facilities possessing or
mﬁintaining dangerous animals which airév owned by any city, county, state, or federal agency or school,
college, university or similar educatigi;al facility.

Section 25. Section 925090 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.090 Detainment aqﬁ disposal.
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A. No detained animal shall be released to the owner until all applicable fees are paid and
licenses obtained gxcept as otherwise provided in this Chapter.

B. The Director shall ascertain whether any detained énimal is currenﬂyv licensed, and, if so,
shall notify the licensee by letter or by telephone that such animal has beeq detained and may be
redeemed upon payment of any applicable fees.

C. Anyone claiming a detained animal must prove ownership br provide written authorization
from the owner to claim the animal, to the satisfaction of the Director before redeeming the animal.

D. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter; injured or diseased animals need not be
detained for the holding period, but may be disposed of in a humane manner at any time at the discretion
of the Director.

E. Any animal Which is detained by the Director may be held at the City Animal Shelter or other
place appropﬁate for the animal. The Director sh_aﬁ post a notice of detainment at the City Animal
Shelter, and shall attempt to determine ownergh{p of an animal. If, after the expiration of a holding
period, no owner has claimed the animal, thé;:i)irector shall authorize adoﬁtion or dispose of the animal
in a humane manner. |

F. A kennel fee for every tweggf—fou;r (24) hour period or part thereof, commencing at the close
of business on the day the animal ig;éetained, shall be charged to the owner or other authorized person
claiming the animal for the care and feeding of the animal.

'G. The Director of Pubhc Health may direct the detention of animals suspected of having rabies.
These animals shall be heldﬁiintil their release is approved by the Director of Public Health, and all.
applicable fees are paid.

Section 26. Seqtion 9.25.092 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
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9.25.092 Nuisance animals.
A. Any animal which, by its actions or condition, presents a clear and present threat to the public
peace, health, or safety is a nuisance and may be summarily detained pending correction of the

condition, or pending the owner's trial, hearing, appeal or other j udicial proceedings for violation of this

chapter or any other provision of law.

B. If an animal is a threat to public peace, health or safety, but the public is not in imminent
danger, in lieu of summarily detaining the animal, the Director may post a notice to abate a nuisance
upon any property wherein an animal is kept in violation of the provisions of this chapter. Ivf no response
is made to the notice within twenty-four (24) hours, the animal shall be detained at the City Animal
Shelter.

C. In addition, nothing shall prevent prosecution of owners of noisy animals under Chapter
25,08 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Noise Ordinance 106‘3 60) or its successor ordinance.

Section 27. Section 9.25.100 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.100 Penalty clause. |

A. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.053, 9.25.083 , and 9.25 .085 of this chapter
constitutes a crime subject to the provisions of Sections 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.020 of the Seattle
Municipal Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by

a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($5’00.00) or by imprisonment for no more than one

. hundred eighty (180) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

B. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.081 B and 9.25.081 I of this chapter constifutes a
gross misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Section 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.020 of the Seattle

Municipal Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by
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a fine of not more than Fi‘i}e Thousand Dotlars (85,000.00) or by imprisonment for no more than three
hundred sixty-five (365) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

| C. Conduct made unlawful by Sections 9.25.081 A, 9.25.081 C, 9.25.081 D, 9.25.081 E,
9.25.081 F, 9.25.081 G, 9.25.081 H, 9.25.081 J and 9.25.081 K of this chapter constitutes a
misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Sections 12A.02.010 and 12A.02.20 of the Seattle Municipal
Code (Ordinance 102843 as amended) and any person convicted thereof may be punished by a fine of
not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment for no more than ninety (90) days,
or by both such fine and imprisonment. |

D. Conduct made unlawful by any other section of this chapter is a violation and any person

found to have committed a violation may be punished by a civil fine or forfeiture of not more than Five
Hundred Dollars ($500.00), but a finding that a violation was committed shall not give ﬁse {0 any

disability or legal disadvantage based on the conviction of a criminal offense. ((Eaidurete-have

of violations under this chapter shall be governed by the procedures for disposition of traffic infractions

under Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 11.31 .
E. In addition, the court may order the revocation or denial of any guard or attack dog license

and any cat or dog license of or to any person convicted of a crime under this chapter for a period not to

exceed one (1) year.
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F. Any person whose guard or attack dog license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall
surrender all of his or her guard or attack dogs to the Director to be disposed of in a humane manner.
G. Any person whose cat or dog license is revoked, suspended, or denied shall surrender all of

his or her cats and dogs to the Director ((

Section 28. Section 9.25.110 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.25.110 Denial, suspension, or revocation of license-
Order.

The Director ((#say)) shall deny, suspend, or revoke a license for an animal found to be a

"((vieious)) dangerous animal," in any jurisdiction, and may deny. susp‘__:eﬁd, or revoke ((amd)) a license
for a guard or attack animal under Section 9.25.054 wpon determininé that the applicant or licensee has
violated or failed to comply with any provision of this chapter. The denial, suspension, or revocation of
a license shall be in writing in the form of an order, and shall include a recital of the authority for the
action, a brief and concise statement of facts which constitute the grounds for the denial, and the
Director' s signature. A copy of the order, including no‘ticé of the right to a hearing, shall be mailed to
the applicant.

Section 29. Section 9.26.020 of the Seattlé’ Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.26.020 Cat or dog license fee-Renew}zi. |

A. The fee for each cat or dog licensé. and for each annual period of renewal shall be:

1. Cats
AREred ..oovevreeeeeeieeeeeeee e O OO TR SRR $10.00
Unaltered......coeun.... e e 20.00
2. Dogs
ABETCGono oo et e e 15.00

Unaltered.....cooveeeevrirecvieennnn reeneees LS O SO U RSP TOPP PO P TS 33.00
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B. The fee for each cat or dog license for an annual license with a twelve (12) month ({a-twe-

year-period-of)) renewal shall be:

1. Cats
N e ooy RO SRS SP PPN 17.00
TURAHETE oo e ieeeeeeeeseeeeessseseassessaseaessaanssaeaeussesssssaba s s s sneenaane s s s e e e s n s s sousnsenabosnanass 35.00
2. Dogs
ATEETEA oo et eeeeeeseaaamaneresasaasantaatsensaasanneaesonoas iR e as sraaas s ran e st ass tasaa et aes 25.00
TURAIETEG oo eeeeeeseeeaseeneesasaeesbesssseeaanssneeas asaeaesnonsesesnaessansbneasasbatasessannessnasiaranrnane 55.00

C. A provisional license may be issued for dogs or cats up to age six (6) months to allow time
for such animals to be spayed or neutered((ané—vaeei-na%ed—-fer—_fabiesx)). A provisional license may also
be issued for cats and dogs of any age that were not previously licensed within The City of Seattle if
proof of spay or neuter status is not available at the time the license is requested. The fee for each

provisional cat or dog license for a six-month period shall be:

Each cat or dog shall be limited to a single provisional license which shall be valid for six

months.

D. Late fee for renewal of a cat or dog license more than thirty (30) days after its expiration. . . .

............................................. $10.00

F. Dog or cat owned by a member of the diplomatic or consular corps of a country having a

treaty with the United Statqé granting immunity from local law, upon submission of proof of such status
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G. Dog or cat owned by a person possessing a valid "senior citizen's identification card" or

"handicapped person's identification card" issued by The City of Seattle Human ((Reseurees)} Services

DIEPATLINEHL. 1.vurvoveeeesererscueesisinserrnsrssasessesers st SRS Fifty

(50) percent of license fee otherwise payable

H. Lost cat, ((ex)) dog or potbelly pig license tag, ((upen-submission-of affidavit-atiestingto

Section 30. Section 9.26.025 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

9.26.025 ((Miniature))((-p))Potbelly pig license fee.

A. The fee for the initial annual potbelly pig license shall be One Hundred Fifteen Dollars

($115.00).

B. The fee for each annual period of license renewal for ((miniature)) potbelly pigs shall be

Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00).

C. Late fee for renewal of a potbelly pig license more than thirty (30) days after its expiration

Section 31. Section 9.26.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.26.040 Guard or ati:ack dog license.
The ;;aﬁn_g;a_l_ fee for each guag"d dog or attack dog license shall be Fifty-five Doﬁars ($55).
Section 32. Section 9.26}.0{50 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:
9.26.050 Other animai control fees and charges.

Other animal control fees shail be:

A. Administrative;fee for each detained animal:
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LSt AELAININENE . .eveveverecvereaesieesaeeseseseeessesenceousineceram e rsbea s sas b sansse s st st s nera s anebsbsass $ 40.00

SECONA AELAIMIMENT «..eeveeeiireereerereereeereessereenrcarscetesnosorsemsnesarnasmesassesnorasostssssasssrsnssnneass 80.00

Third and subsequent detainments .......c.ccoererienerenancieenns eveeerseeantreraes s neetbeneanaeoens 120.00
B. For each twenty-four (24) hour period or part thereof for kenneling
........................................................................................................................... 10.00
C. For each animal adopted .....coomviniiimni e 5.00
D. For each ((dangereus)) exotic animal permil.......coovemminninnnenne 30.00

E. For collecting and disposing of an owner's animal, whether the animal is dead or alive

F. For euthanizing an owWner's amimal ........ocoeeivmncnnrinimninnenes 15.00

G. For the handling of animals, other than dogs and cats, charges may be assessed to recover the
cost of special equipment.

Section 33 This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

| presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2000, and signed by me in open
session in authentication of its passage this : day of , 2000.

President of the City Council

Approved by me this day of , 2000.

Mayor

Filed by me this day of | ,,2000.
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STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
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120499
City of Seattle,City Clerk

No.

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal-of Commerce, a
daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general
circulation and it is now and has been for more than six months
prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle,
King County, Washington, and it is now and during all of said time
was “printed -in an office maintdined at the aforesaid place of
publication of this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce
was on the 12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper
by the Superior Court of King County. :

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular
issues:of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was regularly
distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The
annexed notice, a

CT1199%8B/70RD IN Fll.

was published on

DITSAFAO0

-

The amount of the fee charged | V’ﬂe forepoing publication is

as been paid bnfuﬂ.
N LHTDIOR
Sulfsefibed and sweorn to before me on
DESLT IO f :‘/’/

A
| WU A VU

Notary Public for the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle

the sum of $ , whig

Affidavit of Publication






