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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Public Utilities and side sewer operation and maintenance,

amending Seattle Municipal Code sections 21.16.290, 21.16.3 00, 21.16.3 10, and 21.16.3 80, to

regulate the discharge of fat, oil or grease into sewers in the City, and altering penalty and proof

provisions.
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Seattle Municipal Code Section 21,16.290 (Ord. 97016 § 28) is hereby amended to

read as follows:

SMC 21.16.290 Liability to City for expense, loss or damage.

((VAieevff)) A person who violates or fails to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter

shall, in addition to or instead of any penalties provided for such violation., be liable for any expense, loss

or damage occasioned thereby to the City. Liabilijy pursuant to this section shall be joint and several.

Section 2. Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.16.300 (Ord. 97016 § 29, as last amended by Ord.

118396 § 108) is hereby further amended to read as follows:

SMC 21.16.300 Prohibited discharge of certain substances.

+
A. Unless approved in writing by the Director of Seattle Public Utilities it ( is U-14"a-y-y4ffi. e) shall be a

violation of this chnter for any person to discharge or to cause to be discharged or allow to be

discharged any of the following substances in the public sewer system or any drain, ditch or natural

outlet:

((A))I. Liquid or vapor having temperature higher than one hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit (150o

I
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((R))g. Wastewater which contains more than one hundred (100) parts per million by weight of fat, oil

or grease of animal, vegetable, or mineral petroleum origin;

((C))3. Flammables capable of causing explosion or supporting combustion in the public sewer

system, including but not lin-fited to the following: gasoline, benzene, naphtha, cleaning solvent, kerosene,

fuel oil, crankcase oil, and acetylene generation sludge;

((D))4. Garbage that has not been properly shredded;

((E-))5. Ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, hair, shavings,

metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, sea shells, wood, paunch manure, or any other solid or viscous

10 11
substance capable of causing obstruction to the flow of sewers or other interference with the proper

operation of the public sewer syste

12 ((Iz))6. Wastewater having a pH lower than five and five- tenths (5.5) or having the capacity to cause

13 damage to structures or equipment or which is hazardous to personnel of the public sewer system'.

14 ((G))!. Wastewater containing a toxic or poisonous substance including chlorinated hydrocarbons in

15 sufficient quantity to injure or interfere with any sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard to

16 humans, animals, fish or fowl, or create any hazard in the receiving waters or in the sewage treatment

17 plant;

18 ((14))~. Wastewater containing suspended solids of such character and quantity that unusual attention

19 or expense is required to handle such materials in a main sewer, at a sewage treatment plant, or a

20
1

pumping station; or

21

22

23

24
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,""
9. Noxious or malodorous gas or substance capable of creating a public nuisance.

B. Every owner or gperator of any property served by a side sewer shall be in violation of this chgpter

there exists in such side sewer a visually evident accumulation of fat, oil or grease of animal, vegetable or

mineral petroleum origin originating from the owner's or operator's property and which either alone or in

combination with other wastes is reasonably likely to be capable of obstructing flow or interfering with

the operations or performance of M part of the sewer Vstem.

Section 3, Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.16.3 10 (Ord. 97016 § 3 0, as last amended by
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Ord. 1183 96 § 109) is hereby further amended to read as follows:

SMC 21.16.310 Pretreatment facilities.

A. Grease, oil, sand, and liquid waste containing grease or flammable. material or other harmful

ingredients shall be intercepted prior to being discharged to the public sewer system by the installation

and operation of pretreatment facilities which shall be of a type and capacity ((approved by the Ditfe--+W.

of Seattle Nblie Utilities)) sufficient to meet the requirements of this chapte and shall be so located as to

be readily accessible for maintenance and inspection.

B. When pretreatment facilities are installed for private use, they shall be maintained by the owner or

occupant at his or her expense in continuously efficient operation at all times. The Director of Seattle

Public Utilities has the option to ((sW)) determine whether such equipment shall be allowed or required

to be installed, and whether the effluent produced is satisfacto
,

and has the option to issue an order

regarding the installation and/or maintenance of any such facility.

3
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10

I I

2((PC. The Director of Seattle Public Utilities has the option to issue an pLder that -))Ians,

specifications and any other pertinent information relating to proposed preliminary treatment facilities

((A+a#)) be submitted for approval of the Director of Seattle Public Utilities; and has the option to issue

an order that construction of such facilities shall not begin until such approval is noted on the plan.

D. In determining gppropriate action under Subsection B or C of this Section 21
~

16.3 10 with respect

to a location, the Director of Seattle Public Utilities will consider the existing or planned uses which

discharge or will discharge to the public sewer §ystem, any current pretreatment capac~y, and, i

gpplicable, the histoa of noncompliance, sewer blockw:,e or backup, and attempts to coLnPly.

E. The Director of Seattle Public Utilities shall serve an order pursuant to this Section 21.16.3 10 on

the owner and/or other person responsible for the condition. The order shall identify the condition to be

12 corrected and the Director's requirements for corrective action and shall specify a time for compliance.

13 The time for, coMpliance shall be determined by the Director who shall consider: the jype of violations or

14
1

conditions found, the past histoEy of attempts to compjy, the complexities of compliance, and other

15

1

relevant factors known to the Director. The order shall be served upon the person responsible for the

16 condition by personal. service, or certified mail with return receipt requested, at the person's last known

17 address. Service by certified mail shall be effective on the date of mailing. If the whereabouts of the

18 person reWonsible is unknown and cannot be ascertained in the exercise of reasonable diligence, and the

19

20

21

22

23

Director makes an affidavit to that effect, then service mgy be accomplished by publishing the notice once

each week for two (2) consecutive weeks in the City official newspaper. If the order is directed to a

person responsible for the condition other than the owner, a copy shall be sent via first class mail to the

24
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owner. If no request for informal review is made pursuant this Section 21.16.3 10, the order shall

immediately become final.

F. Aff failure to comply with a final order of the Director shall be a violation of this Code.

G. An ected by an order of the Director of Seattle Public Utilities pursuant to this Sectiony pgqy aff

21.16.3 10 mgy obtain an informal review of the order by requesting such review in writing to the

Director within ten (10) d4ys after service of the order. When the last dU of the period is a Saturd4y,

SundU, or federal or Cijy holid4y, the period shall run until five (5:00) p.m. of the next business du.

The Director sh all notify the person requesting review, all persons served with the order, and all other

10 persons who have requested notice of review, of the date, time and place of the informal review, The

I I review will consist of an informal review meeting held at Seattle Public Utilities. A representative of the

12 Director who is familiar with the case and the aimlicable ordinances will attend. The Director's

13 representative shall explain the reasons for the issuance of the notice of violation and will consider My

14 information presented by the persons attending. At or within a reasonable time after the review, the

Director shall issue a decision in writing that sustains or withdraws the order, amends the order, or

continues the review to a future date to allow further consideration. The decision shall be served in the

manner provided in this Section 21.16.310 for service of an order, Upon service of a decision sustainin

an order., the order shall immediately become final, Upon service of a decision amending an order, the

order shall immediately become. final as amended by the decision.

Section 4. Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.16.380 (Ord. 97016 § 36) is hereby amended to

read as follows:
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SMC 21.16.380 Violation- Penalties.

A. A person who

violates or fails to comply with any provision of this chApter, or any rule, regulation or order of the

Di, ector is auifty of a misdemeanor subject to th-e provisions of Chgpters 12A.02 and 12A.04 of the

Seattle Municipal Code, except that absolute liabilily shall be iLnposed for such a violation or failure to

comply and none of the mental states described in Section 12A.04.030 of the Seattle. Municipal Code

pe-ed bepLqved.

I

B. Each day ((that-any)) of violation or failure to comply ((exists)) shall constitute a separate

I I ((oftense)) violation.

12 Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its approval

13 by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after presentation, it shall

14 take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

15 Passed by the City Council the _19!~ day of 1998, and signed by me in open session

16 11
in authentication of its passage this 11-'!'-~'-day of ~~2c VXA-)

,

199&amp;

Filed by me this #(A day of



City of Seattle

Paul Schell_Mavor,
Seattle Public Utilities

Diana Gale, Director

May 7,1998

Sue Donaldson, President

City Council

City of Seattle

VIA: Mayor Paul Schell

ATTN: Anne Fiske Zuniga, Budget Director

Executive Services Department

Dear Council President Donaldson:

Attached for City Council action are proposed revisions to Side Sewer Ordinance, Chapter

21.16 Seattle Municipal Code.

INTRODUCTION. Seattle Public Utilities Drainage and Wastewater Division is

proposing revisions to Chapter 21.16 of the Seattle Municipal Code, to allow more

effective and efficient enforcement of the section of the Code prohibiting discharge to

sewers of certain materials, including fats, oils, and grease. Such discharges are a

particular problem at food service facilities, and the illegal discharges can cause sewer

maintenance problems for the City and ultimately can cause City sewer obstructions and

backups.

SUMMARY OF THE ORDINANCE. The revisions will allow a violation to be proved

based on visually evident accumulations of fats, oils, and grease in the side sewer. The

changes will allow City inspectors to order corrective action based on visual evidence

obtained while doing routine TV-camera inspections of sewer lines. The proposed

revisions will create a more meaningful presentation to the food service facility regarding

the violation that must be corrected. A picture is worth a thousand words. The revisions

will reduce the administration cost of the Grease Reduction Program, and in some cases

camera reports on sewer lines can replace the expensive and time-consuming wastewater

sampling methods now used as the main method to establish a violation. The revisions

will give the Director clearer power to order grease pre-treatment devices at new food

service facilities. The revisions will also create an informal review process by which the

alleged violator may request the opportunity to have the recommended corrective actions

reviewed inside the Seattle Public Utilities before the order becomes final.

Dexter Horton Building, 110th Floor, 710 Secopd Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104

Tel: (206) 684-15851, TTY/TDD: (206) 233-7241, Fax: (206) 684-4631

An equal em ployment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for
people

with disabilities provided upon request.



The proposed revisions:

" Clarify SPU's option to pursue its claim for damages or costs instead of a criminal action

for penalties and establish that liability is joint and several.

" Create an additional violation: a visually evident accumulation of fat, oil or grease which

is reasonably likely to contribute to obstructing flow or interfering with sewer

operations.

" Clarify that SPU chooses whether or not to review private pretreatment facility plans.

" Establish the procedure for SPU to issue orders regarding the installation and/or

maintenance of private pretreatment facilities and related plans.

" Create an informal review process that citizens can use to request additional

consideration by SPU of the termsof an order before it becomes final.

" Using standard language, clarify the fact that violations of the chapter are misdemeanors,

impose an increased maximum penalty (firom a fine of $300 and/or 90 days to a fine not

in excess of $ 1,000 and/or 90 days), and clarify that the mental state of the violator need

not be proven.

If you have any questions, please contact Gary Lockwood of the Drainage and Wastewater

Division (684-7750).

Diana Galle, Directok,

Seattle Public Utilities

cc:



Seattle rlublic Utilities

~1, Ordinance 171 Resolution I Council Bill

Originator:

Council Referral Deadline:
(Wowirreede-y before referral date)

CouncH Committee Destination;

--7--J2

57t/ "/ 5 8 69,aos,

--I C

Anticipated Date of Council Action/Review: -

Date transmitted to OMP:
(For use by Director's Office)

Iq9
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Anne Fiske Zuniga, Budget Director

Dwight Dively, Director, Executive Services

Paul Schell, Mayor

May 7, 199 8

The Honorable Mark Sidran

City Attorney

City of Seattle

Dear Mr. Sidran:

-D,

The Executive Services Department, City Budget office (CBO) is proposing to the City Council t'hat tli~~

enclosed legislation be adopted.

REQUESTING
DEPARTMENT: Seattle Public Utilities

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Public Utilities and side sewer

operation and maintenance, amending Seattle Municipal Code sections
~

21.16.290, 21.16.300, and 21.16.3 10, to regulate the discharge of fat, oil or

grease into sewers in the City, and altering penalty and proof provisions.

After reviewing this request and any necessary redrafting of the enclosed legislation, return the

legislation to CBO. Any specific questions regarding the legislation can be directed to Jeff Davis at 4-

8071.

Sincerely,

Paul Schell

Mayor

by

ANNE FISKE-ZUNIG

Budget Director

h:\cbo\legis\davis9.doc/

Enclosure

City Budget Office - 600 Fourth Ave., Room 300, Seattle, Washington 98104

Tel: (206) 684-8080; TDD: (206) 684-8118; Fax: (206) 233-0085

An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request.



Tl-~ AND DATE STAMP

THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT Is
THE SPONSORED FOR FILING WITH THE CITY C

MEMBEn(s) OF THE CITY COUNCIL WHOSE
SIGNATURC(SI ARE

OUNCIL By

SHOWN BELOW-

FOR CITY COUNCIL PRESID

CO
I

MMITTEE(S) REFEMED TO:



'I,

STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
- SS.

No.

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an

authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce, a

daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general

circulation and it is now and has been for more than six months

prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle,

King County, Washington, and it is now and during all of said time

was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of

publication of this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce

was on the 12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper

by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular

issues of The Daily Journal of- Commerce, which was regularly

distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The

annexed notice, a

was published on

The amount of the fee charged forAh foregoing publication is

the sum of S /I alt.has beep paid in full.

qwu -
to before me on

~,T Plib'AC f(-- til" SLA16 of ashington

resufing ii; Seattle

Affidavit of Publication
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Public Utilities and side sewer operation and maintenance,

amending Seattle Municipal Code sections 21.16.290, 21.16.300, 21.16.310, and 21.16.380, to

regulate the, discharge of fat, oil or grease into sewers in the City and altering penalty and proof

provisions.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.16.2.00 (Ord. 97016 § 28) is hereby amended to

read as follows:

SMC 21.16.290 Liability to City for expense, l9ris or damage.

((*Aieevff)) A person who violates or,,fails to coMply wi any of the provisions of this chapter

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

shall, in addition to or instead of any penalties provided for such violation, be liable for any expense,

loss or damage occasioned thereby to tlie City. Liabilily pursuant to this section shall be joint an

several.

Section 2. Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.16.300 (Ord. 97016 § 29, as last amended by Ord.

1183 96 § 108) is hereby furthir amended to read as follows:

SMC 21.16.300 Prohibited discharge of certain substances.

A. Unless approved by the Director of Seattle Public Utilities it is unlawful to shall be a

vio'lation of this clipt for My person to discharge or to cause to be discharged or allow to be

discharged any of t46 following substances in the public sewer system or any drain, ditch or natural

outlet:

((A))I. Liqui or vapor having temperature higher than one hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit (150o

F.);

((B))2. Wa'stewater which contains more than one hundred (100) parts per million by weight of fat, oil

or grease of animal, vegetable, or mineral petroleum origin;
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metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, sea shells, wood, paunch manufe, or any other solid or viscous

((C-))a. Flammables capable of causing explosion or supporting combustion in the publj~ sewer

system, including but not limited to the following: gasoline, benzene, naphtha, cleaning/solvent,

kerosene, fuel oil, crankcase oil, and acetylene generation sludge;

((D))4. Garbage that has not been properly shredded;

Ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, hair, shavings,

18

19

20

21

22

23

substance capable of causing obstruction to the flow of sewers or other interference with the proper

operation of the public sewer system;

Wastewater having a pH lower than five and five-,,fenths (5.5) or having the capacity to cause

damage to structures or equipment or which is hazardous./f'o personnel of the public sewer system;

((G))2. Wastewater containing a toxic or poisonous~ substance including chlorinated hydrocarbons in

sufficient quantity to injure or interfere with any sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard to

humans, animals, fish or fowl, or create any hazard in the receiving waters or in the sewage treatment

((14))$. Wastewater containing suspended s.-Olids of such character and quantity that unusual attention

or expense is required to handle such materials in a main sewer, at a sewage treatment plant, or a

((1))2. Noxious or malodorous gas or,.gubstance capable of creating a public nuisance.

B~ Evely owner or operator of any 12ro'peqy served by a side sewer shall be in violation of this chapter i

there exists in such side sewer a visuallv evident accumulation of fat, oil or grease of animal, vegetable,

or mineral-petroleum origin originating from the owner's or operator's propelly and which either alone

2
4
1

1

2
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or in cornb;nation with other wastes is reasonably likely to be c~!Pable of obstructing flo
.

r interfering

with the operations or perfon-nance of M 12art of the sewer system.

Section 3. Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.16.3 10 (Ord. 97016 § ~Y, as last amended by

Ord. 1183 96 § 109) is hereby further amended to read as follows:

SNIC 21.16.310 Pretreatment facilities.

A. Grease, oil, sand, and liquid waste containing grease or flarnmabIle material or other harmful

ingredients shall be intercepted prior to being discharged to the publ'i1c sewer system by the installation

and operation of pretreatment facilities which shall be of a type a~

I

ad capacity ((appr-eved by the Dir-eet

of Sea4le Publie U41A sufficient to meet there uirement.4 of this ch4p and shall be so located as

10
11

to be readily accessible for maintenance and inspection.

B. When pretreatment facilities are installed for privaite use, they shall be maintained by the owner or

12 occupant at his or her expense in continuously efficie~t operation at all times. The Director of Seattle

13 H Public Utilities has the option to ((sha4)) determine" whether such equipment shall be allowed or

14 required to be installed, and whether the effluentproduced is satisfactory., and the option to issue an

15 order regarding the installation and/or maintena nce. of M such facilily.

16 C. The Director of Seattle Public Utilities has the option to issue an order that p (P-))Ians,

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

specifications and any other pertinent information relating to proposed preliminary treatment facilities

((&amp;haI4)) be submitted for approval of the Director of Seattle Public Utilities; and has the option to issue

an order that construction of such facilities shall not begin until such approval is noted on the plan.

D. In determining appropriate action tinder Subsection B or C of this Section 21.16.3 10 with respect

to a I oc ation, the Director of Seattle Public Utilities will consider the existing or planned uses which
4

24
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discharge or will discharge to the public sewer system, My current pretreatment cqpaci~y, axfd, if

~MLlicable, the history of noncompliance, sewer blockage or b4S~ku ,
d a em ts to co~21y.an tt p

E. The Director of Seattle Public Utilities shall serve an order pursuant to this Seciion 21.16.3 10 on

the owner and/or other person responsible for the condition. The order shall ideiAlft the condition to be

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

corrected and the Director's requirements for corrective action and shall `fj-~RecL
, a time for compliance

The time compliance shall be determined by the Director who shall cofisider: the type of violations

or conditions found; the past histm of attempts to coMply; the compl6xities of compliance; and other

relevant factors known to the Director. The order shall be served )4~on the person responsible for the

condition by personal service., or certified mail with return rec
.

Mt requested, at the person's last known

address. Service by certified mail shall be effective on the date of mailing. If the whereabouts of the

person responsible is unknown and cannot be ascertained in the exercise of reasortable diligence, and the

Director makes an affidavit to that effect, then servic!~~ be accomplished by publishing the notice

once each week for two (2) consecutive week-, in the City official newspgper. If the order is directed to

a person i-esponsible for, the condition other than the owner, a copy shail be sent via first class mail to the

owner. If no request for informal reviey~, is made pursuant this Section 21.16.3 tO, the order shall

immediately become final.

F. Anv failure to comply with a final o,rder of the Director shall be a violation of this Code.

G. Any party affected by an order of Lhe Director of Seattle Public Utilities pursuant to this Section

21.16.3 t 0 mqy obtain an infonnal rev'] ew of the order by requesting such review in writing to the

Director within ten 0 0) dqys after service of the order. When the last dgy of the period is a SaturdM,

Sundav, or federal or City holidgy, the period shall run until five (5:00) p.m. of the next business du.

I he Director shall notify the person requesting review
I

all persons served with the order, and all other

I
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persons who have requested notice of review, of the date, time and place of the informal re /i
e
w

.

The

review will consist of an informal review meeting held at Seattle Public Utilities. A relLtesentative of the

Director vdio, is familiar with the case and the gpplicable ordinances will attend. Th!~'Director's

representative shall ~Lxplain the reasons for the issuance of the notice of viqlation/and will consideLqny

information presented by the persons attending. At or within a reasonable time after the review, the

Director shall issue a decision in writinp, that sustains or withdraws the order, amends the order, o

continues the review to a future date to allow furdier consideration. Tte decision shall be served in the

I I

12

13

14

15

16

order shall inimediate1v become final-q.~z amended bv the decision.

manner provided in th i s S ection. 21.16. '110 for service of an order-,-"Upon service of a decision sustaining
7

an order. the order shall immediately become-final. Upon servi
.

ce of a decision amending an order, the

Section 4.

to read as follows:

Seattle Municipal Code Section 21. 16.3 80 (Ord. 97016 § 3 6) is hereby amended

SNIC 21.16.380 Violation- Penalties.

((Violation of or- failufe to eempb, with the pr-e~4siefis of this ehaptef, shaii subjeet the 04ender- to a fine

of Thr-ea 14undfed Pollafs ($300.00) or- iffipfi~enfnei# for- taine~y (90) days or- be A. A person who

violates or fai Is to comply with M provislon of this chgpter or M rule, regulation or order of the

Director is guil1y of a misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Chgpters 12A.02 and 12A.04 of the

al Code, except that absolute liabilily shall be iMposed for such a violation or failure to

comply aiid none of the mental states.described in Section 12A.04.030 of the Seattle Municipal Code

need, b~,p!:~~_ved#l-aFA-e))

B. Each day of violation or failure to comply ((exists)) shall constitute a separate

(.,(offewse)) violation.
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Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from ind after its

10

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020. /

/

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten
/

0) days after

Passed by the City Council the day of 1998, and Xigned by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this _day of J~98.

President of the City Council

Approved by me this day of 1998.

Mayor
11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Filed by me this_ day of 1998.

City Clerk

(Seal)

24


