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ORDINANCE / / 9 7Z/021

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Executive Services Department; amending Section 3.18.140 of the

Seattle Municipal Code; clarifying the procedures for assignment of City owned or leased motor

vehicles to City officials and employees; and establishing the criteria for garaging such vehicles

at the individual residences of the employees to whom assigned.
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 3.18.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code is amended as follows:

3.18.140 City motor vehicle fleet.

A. Municipal Use. City owned or leased motor vehicles shall be used exclusively for the

conduct of municipal business, except as provided in subsection D of this section.

B. Assigned Vehicles. Where the normal operations of a City department extend beyond

established work headquarters and work hours, and based on the substantiated needs of such department

for adequate supervision or job performance, such vehicles may be assigned on the following basis:

I
. Assignment of motor vehicles for a period of approximately one (1) year,

((r.ofFesponding to the -----al budget period, or- assignment for- othef speeified per-ieds of time,)) and until

a-superceding ,-~a
nt is made, to City officials and employees who because of the nature of their

work should have vehicles assigned to them, and authorizatiQn to aara2e such vohicles at the individual

residences of the employees to Whom assigned, shall be ((by the gxeeiitive e-r-.4--e-s Dkeetar- (ealled the

"Pir-eetor2' ~H t-h;s seetien)5)) pursuant to resolution of the City Council.

2. As soon as practicable after the end Qf each calendar year, the Executive

Services ((The)) Director (called the "Director" in this section) shall submit
( OR Of b@fOfe the f4f4eeAth

day of Peeeffiber- of each to the. Citv Council a list of the officials and employees to whom a

vehicle should be assigned for the next succeeding ( anottal budget period)) ygar in accordance with the

following criteria:
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a. The relative cost of having an employee provide his gr her own

transportation (whether in automobile reimbursement or lost productive time ((man4*)u+s)) is greater

than the cost associated with overnight vehicle use; or

Employees who, on a continuous basis, have primary supervisory

responsibility (first called out) in case of an emergency and whose immediate response is required to

save life or property, including employees and officials who have responsibilities of implementing the

City's disaster plan; or

C. Employees who, on a continuous basis, are on call in case of an

emergency and who require special tools and equipment carried in their assigned vehicles in order to

perform their emergency duties.

3. Assignments of motor vehicles for periods not to Qxceed two thigy (30) day((&amp;))

consecutive Deriods, and authorization to garage such vehicles at the individLial residencea of the

DW intin s or her

designee, when the need for such an assignment is consistent with the griteria established by this section.

A 41,4. M"hen an assigned vehiele is not needed or- likely to be use-
,

-e- Rffkgr~ Rf

Reeded t 4er- depaftmental uses, it shall be offered t 0ei

C. Shared Use of Cit ((Peo4)) Vehicles. All City-owned or jeased motor ((other- su-cla))

vehicles shall be available on a 'shared ((pec4)) basis for the conduct of municipal business to officers an

-2-
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employees who have a valid Washington State driver's license, under such rules and regulations as the

Director may prescribe.

D. Private Use Prohibited. Nothing herein shall imply, nor shall any permission be granted

to use any,City owned or leased motor vehicle for personal purposes, and the transportation of

passengers in any such vehicle is prohibited except in the furtherance of municipal business, provided

that City employees may ride directly to andfrom work in an assigned vehicle when the person to whom

the vehicle is assigned and the riding employees are registered with Seattle Transportation

((Department)) as a carpool.

E, Administration of Motor Pool. The Director shall maintain a gentral motQr 12ool, for the

j2uEV0SC Of providing shared vehicles to meet the short-term transportation needs of Ci1y employees who

work in the central business district. The Diregtor Shall prepaLe regular quarterly
r~e ports on the

_

assio,,nment and use of CiLy vehicles, and such reports shall be reviewed with department reDresentatives

in regular quarterly meetings.

1 The -DkeetaF shall rvN,iem, ua+ter l th i i4
t d f ll Gi I. q - y e ass g men v an u se o a Vy OWHOE E)

leased - -+ -F Vehieles te Cit de artmefft heads ffi d l d h ll b it itt- ,- y p ,
o eers mi emp eyees, an s a su m a wr en-f"

on the subjeet to the Mayer- a4id the Git~, Geuneih

2 To assist the Difeetef in suek e i rh Git d t ht d h ll
submh te

. r- v ew, ea y epaf men ea s a

the Difeetor not later- than fifteeii (15) eal d d -
-ft

+I- d 4 l i d, en ar- ays _ er- em-en - a er- y pef e
,

a r-epeft ofi

sueh fefms and rovidin itifafmation fe r-di th f t hi l i d t 4 44p g ga ng e use o fne er ve e es ass gne o
per-soa&amp;

n s--ff

her- depaFtmefft as ma~, be pr-eseribed by the Pir-eeter-.))

-3-
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Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020)
I

Passed by the City Council the day of r CS ,
19 c17, and signed by me in

open session in authentication of its passage this

&
a

m
p

; k-%L
day of 19 IR7.

10

I I

2

13

4

15

16

7

8

19

20

21

22

2

24

25

26

27

Approved by me this-13~ay of 0cflq~~
,

19

Filed by me this j_y_ day of 0

Seal)

4%..%

Nil
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City of Seattle

Norman B. Rice, Mayor

Executive Services Department

Dwight D. Dively, Director

MEMORANDUM

Date: August 21, 1997

To: Honorable Jan Drago, President

Seattle City Council

Via:

From:

Subject:

Judy Bunnell, Acting OMP Director

Dwight D. Dively,--_-S~!_

Overnight Vehicle Authorization Legislation

This letter transmits two items of proposed legislation pertaining to the management of fleet services, the

annual assignments of City-owned vehicles to City employees, and authorization to garage such vehicles

at the individual residences of the employees to whom they are assigned.

The first item is a proposed ordinance amending Section 3.18.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code (SMC).
This section establishes the criteria for assignment of overnight vehicles, requires that such assignments
be approved by the City Council on an annual basis by resolution, and provides a schedule for the

submittal of such requests to the City Council.

The second item is a proposed resolution authorizing the assignment of overnight vehicles to City

employees, and authorizing those employees to garage such vehicles at their individual residences during

non-working hours, for a period of one year, or until such assignments may be reconsidered by the City

Council in 1998.

The proposed amendments to Section 3.18.140 SMC are of a "housekeeping" nature. The schedule for

submittal of overnight vehicle requests to the City Council is continued on an annual basis, but the

timing of these requests is changed to accommodate the related record keeping requirements. An
improved description is provided of the central motor pool, and some language is deleted which dates to

the early 1970s, before the management of the City fleet was consolidated in a single City department.

In adopting the 1996 resolution which authorized overnight assignments, the City Council Budget and

Finance Committee expressed two concerns: 1) that the cost of take-home City vehicles was in excess of

the cost of reimbursing employees to use their private vehicles; and 2) that some City vehicles were

being used to commute very great distances. The clear intent of this discussion was that the number of

take-home vehicles should be reduced again in 1997.

618 Second Avenue, 12th Floor, Seattle, WA 98104-221.4, htl:p://www.ci.seattle.wa.us

Tel: (206) 684-0484, TDD: (2061233-7810, FAX: (206) 684-0188

An equal-employment opportunit)6 affirmative action. employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request.



Honorable Councilmember Jan Drago

Overnight Vehicle Authorization

August 21, 1997

Page 2

In response to the City Council's concerns, ESD has met several times with the fleet coordinators of

various City departments, and has solicited their suggestions for reducing the number of take-home

vehicles, In the course of these discussions, ESD also prepared a comparison of the cost of using a City

vehicle, and the cost of reimbursing each employee who was authorized to take home a City vehicle in

1996 for the use of their private vehicles.

In summary, ESD found that 74 % of all take-home vehicles were not cost justified in accordance with

the criteria established by City ordinance (i.e., that the cost of providing a City-owned vehicle was

greater than the cost of reimbursing the employee for the use of his or her private vehicle). However,

City departments told ESD that take-home vehicles are sometimes necessary to carry the emergency
equipment or supplies needed by their employees for emergency response duties. Nonetheless, the total

number of overnight vehicle requests was reduced again, for the third straight year, from 103 in 1996,

to 96 in 1997.

This year, for the first time, the Seattle Police Department submitted Overnight Vehicle Assignment

Request forms for all the thirty-one (31) officers of the Motorcycle Unit, and the fourteen (14) officers

of the Canine Unit, who also take their City vehicles home. Our Labor Relations staff advises that this

is a long-standing past practice which could only be changed in the context of contract negotiations.

ESD has added a paragraph to this year's resolution that authorizes these officers to take home their City

vehicles, and proposes to continue this authorization on an annual basis, or until directed to take other

action by the City Council.

We have enclosed a report of take-home vehicle usage by all City departments during 1996, and the

proposed ordinance and resolution. The Overnight Vehicle Assignment Requests for all positions are

available for your review if so desired. If you would like any additional information, or an individual

briefing in this matter, please contact Dave Kerrigan at 684-0142, or Dave Barber at 684-0400. Thank

you.

DDD:db:gat

Attachments
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ROUTING SLIP FOR REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Originating Department: Executive Services Department

Council Sponsor:

Council Committee:

Date: August 25, 1997

Subject: AN ORDINANCE relating to the Executive Services Department; amending
Section 3.18.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code; clarifying the procedures for

assignment of City owned or leased motor vehicles to City officials and

employees; and establishing the criteria for garaging such vehicles at the

individual residences of the employees to whom assigned.

0-1e
---

a--s

---

e--ijr-,~~i~44slation in the order listed below
--

Originator: Dave Barber Tel. No.:

-------- - ------- -

Division: Fleet Services

Typist: Eric Tugublimas

Reviewing Parties
Date

-- ---- --- - -----------------------

Date

Received Forwarded

Name Tel No.

ESD:

OMP:

Law:
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City of Seattle

Norman B. Rice, Mayor

Executive Department - Office of Management and Planning

Judy Bunnell, Director

August 27, 1997

The Honorable. Mark Sidran

City Attorney

City of Seattle

Dear Mr. Sidran:

The Mayor is proposing to the City Council that the enclosed legislation be adopted.

REQUESTING
DEPARTMENT: Executive Services Department

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE relating to the Executive Services Depaftmenf,`

amending Section 3.18.140 of the Seattle Municipal Code; cliirifYing,

the procedures for assignment of City owned or leased motor

vehicles to City officials and employees; and establishing the criteria

for garaging such vehicles at the individual residences of the

employees to whom assigned.

Pursuant to the City Council's S.O.P. 100-014, the Executive Department is forwarding this

request for legislation to your office. for review and drafting.

After reviewing this request and any necessary redrafting of the enclosed legislation, return the

legislation to OMP. Any specific questions regarding the legislation can be directed to Monica

Power at 684-8076.

Sincerely,

Norman B. Rice

Mayor

by

JUDY BUNNELL
Director

h:\adral~n'~t'egis\iawitrs\power'.9

Enclosure

el__
6-0--

Seattle Municipal Building, 600 Fourth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104-1826

Tel: (206) 684-8080, TDD (206) 684-8118, FAX: (206) 233-0085

An equal-employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided on request.
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ORDINANCE

7AN ORDINANCE relating to the Executive Services Department; amending Se~'-dop 3, .18,140 of the

Seattle Municipal Code; clarifying the procedures for assignment of ~y owned or leased motor

vehicles to City officials and employees; and establishing the criteii'a orgaraging such vehicles

at the individual residences of the employees to whom assigned

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

1,

Section 1. Section 3.18.140 of the Seattle Municipal Cod is.amended as follows:
ev

3.18.140 City motor vehicle fleet.

A. Municipal Use. City owned or leased motor vehicles shall be ased exclusively for the

conduct of municipal business, except as provided in absection D of this section.

E

B. Assigned Vehicles. Where the noniia" operations of a City department extend beyond

established work headquarters and work
hours.,.:'Z1:1a1d

based on the substantiated needs of such department

for adequate supervision or job performanc~,,O; such vehicles may be assigned on the following basis:

1. Assignment of ~finior vehicles for a period of Uprov, i Igely one (1) year,

2. As soon as practicable after the end of each calendar year, the Executive

F)) to the City Council a list of the officials and employees to whom a

vehicle should/be assigned for the next succeeding ( aflnoa4-bodg4 peffii 66 dd
) y~~ar

in accordance with the

-A lk-A-((eeffes end-fing f-- the an-H-1 ---E,- PeH --gHment fef -~J
~'of~'

superseding assignment resoluti
*

i,,of. adopted, to City officials and employees who because of the nature

of their work should have
ve4)'cftes assigned to them, and authorizatio to garage..s ich vehicles , then i a,-

individual residences of
th, m, loveeq to whom fpzQ-'---

- J
shall be ((by44w-E*eeu6w

,

r72
(ealled ~he

"
ifeetEW2' i

... pursuant to resolution of the City Council"

Services ((The)) Ditector,12(alled the "Director" in this section) shall submit
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a. The relative cost of having an employee provide hiss:-~r erown

transportation (whether in automobile reimbursement or lost productive time ((

than the cost associated with overnight vehicle use; or

10

I I

12

13

b. Employees who, on a continuous basis, ln,a:v e I~fimary supervisory

responsibility (first called out) in case of an emergency and whose im 1 Uediate response is required to

save life or property, including employees and officials who have !-~: sponsibilities of implementing the

City's disaster plan; or

C. Employees who, on a continuous- basis, are oncall in case of an

emergency and who require special tools and equiprflellt.Calfled in their assign~-,d vehicles in order to

I

perform their emergency duties.

3. Assig ments of motor vehicl U,~eriods not to exceed thirty (30) days, and

authorization.to g4age such vehicles at the ind-`,vidi al residences.of the employees to whom assigned,

14
11

maybe made by.,each employee's appointin~,--. -ut-grity, or by.bis or her ee. when the need for such

an..assignment is consistent with the criter.1'a egablisbed by tbis section.

16

C. TL~~~ ~Ies. All Ci!y-owned or leaszj motor ((etkef--,ue4))

vehicles shall b is for the conduct of municipal business to officers and

((3. F~(eepti~, ~Jee
I

-
.

-eefiefl -of thi-B,
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employees who have a valid Washington State driver's license, under such rules and rep;-j;: t:. ions as the

Director may prescribe.

in any such vehicle is prohibited except in the furtherance of municipaJ business, provided that City

to use any City owned or leased motor vehicle for personal purposes, and tfic. transportation of passengers

D. Private Ust~ Prohibited. Nothing herein shall imply, nor shall a - , permission be granted

employees may ride directly to and from work in an assigned vehicle whenAhe person to whom the

vehicle is assigned and the riding employees are registered witil Seattlelransportation ((Depaftmen ) as

E. Administration of Motor Pool. The I)irector shall maintain a,:eDtral motor pool., for the

work in the central business district.

purpose of providing shared vehicles to rneet the
~,hort-term,,trqnspoitatjon needs of Cijy employees who

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its

approval by the MOOr, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after

presentation, it s ,#l take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020)

-3-
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Passed by the City Council the- day of '19 1 Ad sienedbv me in

2

3

4

President-' of the City Council

6

11

Approved by me this day of 19

7

8

9

10 Filed by me this day of '9

12

13

14 (Seal)

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

open session in authentication of its passage this_ day of 19.//

Mayor

City Clerk

28
11
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Affidavit of Publication

0'F WAS' IIN"'I'T"'IN KING"I CO"UNIllU U
_ss.

affi-javit of Pub-ficatsA 10 1 ion

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an

authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce, a

daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general

circulation and it is now and has been for more than six months

prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in

the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle,

King County, Washington, and it is now and during all of said time

was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of

publication of this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce

was on the 12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper

by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular

issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was regularly

distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The

annexed notice, a

CT~-ORD 1-118742

was published on

1.0/24/97

the sum of $

No. ORDIN

The amount of the fee charged f9r thqAforqgoing publication is

-1-1'3ubscri~,pd 4pd sw orn to before me~n

Notary Public for the State of Washiri ton,

residing in Seattie


