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ORDINANCE / 110 3 1 !j

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Rental Housing Registration and
Inspection Program, reaffirming the intent of Council to
restrict the use of registration fees, and amending Sections
22.206.270 and 22.206.280 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution 28046, the City Council directed
that a Rental Housing Registration and Inspection Program be
established in order to protect the health and safety of the
City's residents and to protect the supply of affordable
housing; and

WHEREAS, by the Budget ordinance of 1990, Ordinance 114800, the
city established and funded the Rental Housing Registration
and Inspection Program;

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 114834, the City amended the Seattle
Municipal Code to add the Rental Housing Registration Program
and the requirements for program administration and
enforcement; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 28064, the City Council expressed its
intent that registration fees be used to pay for the cost of
both the complaint-based and pro-active enforcement of the
City's Housing and Building Maintenance Code (11HBMC11)
administered by the Department of Construction and Land Use;
and

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 114810, the City implemented the
registration fee schedule for 1990 and by Ordinances 115253
and 115933, respectively, continued that fee schedule for the
succeeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the amount of the registration fee was set by estimating
the annual cost of HBMC enforcement, estimating the number of
buildings subject to the fee and the average number of units
in each of said buildings, and allocating the estimated cost
among the estimated number of units subject to the fee,
taking into account the increased cost of inspecting smaller
buildings; and

WHEREAS, by its budget ordinances in 1990, 1991 and 1992,
Ordinances 114800, 115444 and 115950, the City has allocated
all of the projected revenues from the Rental Housing
Registration fees for the administration and enforcement of
the HBMC; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has received a status report dated May
1992 for the Rental Housing Registration and Inspection
Program ("Status Report"); and

WHEREAS, the Status Report indicates that $1.5 million was
collected in 1990 from the Rental Housing Registration fee,
$1.3 million was collected during the 1991 calendar year, and
that all of these revenues were used for HBMC administration
and enforcement; and

WHEREAS, the cost of administration and enforcement of the HBMC
was well above the revenues collected from the Rental Housing
Registration fees in both 1990 and 1991; and

WHEREAS, the City's general fund has continued to subsidize the
costs of administering and enforcing the HBMC; and

-1-



1

3

4

5

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

WHEREAS, the Status Report demonstrates the usefulness of the
Rental Housing Inspection Program in protecting the health
and safety of the residents of Seattle and protecting the
City's supply of affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 28562, adopted July 15, 1992 the Mayor and
City Council reaffirmed their support for the Rental Housing
Inspection Program, and acknowledged that DCLU may be
required to obtain and serve inspection warrants in order to
carry out the program; and

WHEREAS, the City's Housing and Building Maintenance Code, SMC
22.200 et geq., currently provides no penalty for obstructing
or interfering with inspections made pursuant to an
inspection warrant issued by either the King County Superior
Court or the Seattle Municipal Court; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Consistent with past practice and policy, the

revenues collected from the Rental Housing Registration fee shall

be used solely to pay for administration and enforcement of the

City's HBMC.

Section 2. Section 22.206.270 of the Seattle Municipal Code

shall be amended to read as follows:

22.206.270 Violations.

A. Any failure to comply with a notice of violation,
decision or order shall be a violation of this Code.

B. It shall be a violation of this Code for any person
to obstruct, impede, or interfere with any attempt to

correct a violation ((er _C21 comply with any
notice of violation, decision, emergency order, or stop
work order,. (3) inspect a building or premises pursuant
to the authoritv of an inspection warrant issued by aU
court, or (4) inspect a housing unit after consent to
inspect is given Loy a tenant of the housing unit.

Section 3. Section 22.206.280 of the Seattle Municipal Code

shall be amended to read as follows:

22.206.280 Civil penalty.

A. In addition to any other sanction or remedial
procedure which may be available, any person violating
or failing to comply with any requirement of this Code
shall be subject to a cumulative civil penalty in the
amount of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) per day for each
housing unit in violation, and Fifteen Dollars ($15.00)
per day for violations in the common area or on the
premises surrounding the building or structure, from the
date set for compliance until the person complies with
the requirements of this Code, except that the
cumulative civil penalty will be tripled in any case
where the building does not have a current housing
registration as required by SMC Section 22.202.060.
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B. Any person who does not comply with an emergency
order issued by the Director pursuant to this Chapter
SMC 22.206 shall be subject to a cumulative civil
penalty in the amount of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00)
per day from the date set for compliance until the
Director certifies that the requirements of the
emergency order are fully complied with.

C. Any owner who fails to pay relocation assistance as
required by subsection F of Section 22.206.260 shall be
subject to a cumulative civil penalty in the amount of
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per day for each tenant
who is entitled to receive but who does not receive the
required relocation assistance from the day such payment
is required by this code until the required payments are
made.

D. In addition to an other sanction or remedial
procedure which may be available, any owner of housing
units who violates Section 22.206.16OC5 shall be subject
to a civil penalty of not more than Two Thousand Five
Hundred Dollars ($21,500.00).

E. In addition to any other sanction or remedial
~_r-ocedure which may be available, anyone who obstructs_,_
impedes, or interferes with an attempt to inspect a
building or premises pursuant to the authority of an
inspection warrant issued by any court or an atteMpt to
inspect a housing unit after consent to inspect is criven

by a tenant of the housing unit shall be subject to a
civil penalty of not more than One Thousand DolLars
(~$1000.00).

((E-.)) F. The Director shall notify the City Attorney
in writing of the name of any person subject to the
penalty. The City Attorney shall, with the assistance
of the Director, take appropriate action to collect the
penalty.

((-F--.)) g. The violator may show, in mitigation of
liability, that correction of the violation was
commenced promptly upon receipt of notice, but that
compliance within the time specified was prevented by an
inability to obtain necessary materials or labor,
inability to gain access to the subject building, or
other condition or circumstance beyond the control of
the violator, and upon a showing of the above described
conditions, the court may enter judgment for less than
the maximum penalty.
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(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

Section
...

4.... This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provisions of the city charter.

Passed by the City Council the ......
I
......... day of

...... ................................... ,
19

and signed by ...... .......................... C-day of.,,~pe
in open session in authentication of its pass~'-Jhis

19 n-
............... ............

. ...... . ..... .

........
......... --ex

I-V

IS+
-10*k

Approved by me this..
01

..... -+ -- day of..
Uku

........... . ~
19 M

/ "" / &lt;~
V-

.... ......

Ity Comptrollq/oAfind tHS~~Clerk.

(SEAL)

Published
.... L ................ ............ ................................ I

President
............... - .........

of the City CounciL

CS 8.1.6
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