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ORDINANCE /15955

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Drainage and Wastewater Utility
Solid Waste Utility and Water Department; amending Section
21.28.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code to adjust the method
of calculating the wastewater volume charge; amending Sections
21.76.040 and 21.76.050 to adjust wastewater low income
credits for single-family and duplex residences and to correct
an omission; and amending Section 21.28.370 to increase the
wastewater volume rate.

WHEREAS, most of the Seattle Drainage and Wastewater Utility
costs are for wastewater treatment by the Municipality of

Metropolitan Seattle (Metro) ,
the wastewater rates usually

must be revised as often as Metro changes its rate; and

WHEREAS, on June 6, 1991, Metro Council adopted Resolution
6160A to fix and determine total monetary requirements for the
disposal of wastewater for 1992 and increased the rate by 5%
from $13.20 to $13.80 per month per residential customer
equivalent; and

WHEREAS, the total revenue requirements for the Drainage and
Wastewater Utility have increased by 5%; and

WHEREAS, the City of Seattle is interested in: encouraging
wastewater customers to conserve water; improving rate equity
between customers; and simplifying its rate structure; and

WHEREAS, the previous rate structure for single-family
residential customers did not accurately reflect actual usage
of wastewater facilities; and

WHEREAS, the Drainage and Wastewater Utility Citizen Advisory
Committee has indicated its support for a change in the
residential rate structure that more closely links bills to
actual usage of wastewater facilities; and

WHEREAS, the new method of calculating the single-family and
duplex residential bills will not generate sufficient revenue
to cover increased revenue requirements; Now, Therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. As of January 1, 1992, Section 21.28.080 of

the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance 84390 Section 4.3, as

last amended by Ordinance 115424 Section 1) is further amended

as follows:

21.28.080 Charges based on average consumption-

Exemptions.

__4 ____4A. ((The Direeter e-f shall annually2 -_-
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aetual meter reading eensumptien data fer the same averaging

peried. New single-if anily residenees, s±nejle-family residene-

es fiet served by a publiely owned water -supply s whieh

single-family i-esidenees with new ewners er eeeupants shal! be

as fixed in the SMG (Ordinanee 84390 Se

with an assumed velume ef five hundred eubie --nth

rate as deseribed in Seetien tue

ed-.-) )
It is the intent of this subcha-pter not to charge

single-family and duplex residences for that water used

exclusivelv for irrigation or sprinkling. Wastewater bills

for single-family and duplex residences shall be calculated in

the following manner : For the six (6) months from November

1 through April 30, the wastewater bill shall be based on

metered water consumption. For the six (6) months from May 1

throu_qh October 31, the wastewater bill shall be based on
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aver!qcfe winter water consumption or metered water consumption,

whighever is less. Average winter water consumption shall be

cglculated using the first four (4) month billing period that

falls between November 1 and April 30. Single-family resi-

dences and duplex units which have insufficient water consump-

tion history to calculate average winter water consuMption

shall be charged an assumed volume of six hundred (600) cubic

feet per month or metered water consumption, whichever is

less. Single-family residences and duDlex units not served by

A-Publiclv-owned water suPRly system which have no previous

record of water consumption shall be charged an assumed volume

pf six hundred (600) cubic feet per month of water consump-

tion. If the Director of Engineering believes that previous

records are more representative of expected usage in the first

year, he or she may use previous records of water consumption

in lieu of the assumed volume of ((five hundred (50 six

hundred (600) cubic feet if the new owners or occupants have

established water consumption records at a prior single-family

or duplex residence in the City wastewater service area.

B. It is the intent of this subchapter that that portion of

water used exclusively for irrigation or sprinkling by

premises other than single-family or duplex residences be not

charged correspondingly for sewerage. Duplex residenee

eharges fer the summer 1-4 !ling fftenths ef june threugh Septefft-

ber, inelusive, shall be adjusted te the winter aver-age

monthly ~eensufaptien fer a eenseeutive feur (4) menth peri-ed
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(8) menth reeer-ding--per. ofith the first eyele

-g perled. Ghanges in eifnership ef deplex residenees

will net r-equire medifying sewerage eharges until seffieient

aetua9z velufne histery ±S enerated. New dupl:

residenees, duplex residenees net served by a publiely ew

water supply system whieh have ne previeus reeer-d-I of"'--Wat-e-r

eensufaptien, shall: be ehar-ejed the Sewer Guste---
I

--e

a439&amp;, as amended, with an assumed vel:,&amp;me ef five hundred

nsumptien per duplew unit f er the f irst

C. Public and private schools which are unoccupied during

major portions of the months of June, July and August, may

upon written applications to the Director of Engineering prior

to May 1st of each year be exempted from sewerage charges for

such months.

D. Where sewerage is provided to premises outside the City

limits, the sewerage charge shall be computed on the same

basis as premises located inside the City, except that a sum

equal to thirty percent (30%) of the sewerage charge shall be

added, with the exception of sewer districts, or portions

thereof, outside the City limits which are now or may

hereafter be covered by special agreements.
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Section 2. As of January 1, 1992, Section 21.76.040 of

the Seattle Municipal Code (ordinance 104472 Section 4, as

last amended by Ordinance 115529 Section 3) is further amended

as follows:

21.76.040 Utility low-income rate assistance.

A. Drainage, Wastewater and Water. Persons qualified by

the Department of Human Resources as eligible recipients of

low-income utility credits provided for in Section 21.76.010

shall be granted low-income billing credits in the following

stated monthly, or monthly equivalent amounts; provided,

however, that in no case shall the amount of the low-income

billing credit granted for a utility service exceed the amount

owing for that service.

1. Wastewater:

Those residing in dwellings subject to

single-family and duplex rates .... (($7.16)) $8.26

Those residing in dwellings subject to

duplex a multiple-family rates $3.84

2. Water:

Those residing in dwellings subject to

single-family rates ............... $5.37

Those residing in dwellings subject to

duplex and multiple-family rates $2.34

3. Drainage:

Those residing in dwellings subject to

single-family rates ............... $1.32

Those residing in dwellings subject to

duplex rates ...................... $0.66

Those residing in dwellings subject to
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multiple-family rates ............. $0.19

B. Solid Waste. Persons qualified by the Director of

Human Resources as eligible recipients of Low Income Rate

Assistance (LIRA) shall be granted special rates in the

following amounts (stated in monthly rates). The rates for

qualified solid waste customers become effective January 1,

1989.

Single-family/Multi-family LIRA

Variable can service (once per week service)

Curbside/

Alley

service

Backyard

service

Minimum charge $ 2.40 N/A

mini-can 4.30 N/A

one (1) can 5.50 $ 7.70

Two (2) cans 12.70 17.80

Three (3) cans 21.70 30.40

Additional cans 9.00 12.60

each

Qualified customers residing in dwelling units subject to

multi-family variable can rates based on the number of

dwelling units, two-time-per-week service will pay rates equal

to double the above rates less Seventy Cents ($0.70) to adjust

for billing and collection costs that occur only once a month.

Qualified customers residing in dwellings subject to

multi-family rates based on the number of detachable contain-

ers receive a credit of One Dollar and Eighty-five Cents

($1.85).

Section 3. As of January 1, 1992, Section 21.76.050 of
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amended as follows:
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21.76.050 Method of receiving credit.

Qualified persons receiving sewer, water or solid waste

utility services shall receive utility credits as provided for

in Section 21.76.010 in the amounts prescribed for in Section

21.76.040 or in equivalent amounts should the billing period

be other than monthly; provided, that no qualified person

shall receive or accept utility credits to more than one (1)

utility bill for the same billing period. The credits shall

be made as follows:

A. For qualified persons who receive a sewer, water or,

solid waste utility bill directly, the proper credit shall be

made on the bill as a reduction to the amount which would

otherwise be payable;

((A-.))B. For qualified persons who do not receive a

sewer, water or solid waste utility bill directly, but who may

pay such utility charges indirectly as part of their rental

payment, the proper credit shall be made in the manner

determined by the Director of Human Resources and the

Superintendent of water, including, but not limited to:

1. A reduction in the amount otherwise payable on

the light bills of those qualified persons who do not receive

sewer, water or solid waste utility bills but who do receive

a light utility bill,

2. The issuance of credit vouchers in the names of

qualified persons, provided that the credit vouchers shall not

be redeemed in cash and shall be honored by the City only when
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applied to the account through which utility services received

by the qualified person are paid.

Section 4. As of January 1, 1992, Section 21.28.370 of

the Seattle Municipal Code (Section 4 of Ordinance 111425, as

last amended by Ordinance 115424) is further amended as

follows:

Section 21.28.370. Wastewater Customer Charge.

There is hereby imposed upon all premises served by the

Drainage and Wastewater Utility and on which water is

consumed, a City wastewater volume rate of Two Dollars and

Fifty-Six Cents (($2.53)) (~2.56) per one

hundred (100) cubic feet of -metered flow per month. The

minimum monthly volume charge shall be Two Dollars and

((Fifty-Three)) Fifty-Six Cents (($2.53)) ($2.56) regardless

of actual metered flow.

Section 5. Any act consistent with authority and

prior to the effective date of this ordinance is hereby

ratified and confirmed.
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(TL _~ used for all Ordinances except Emer&amp;,,.__,

Section_ .6- This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and
approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the
provisions of the city charter.

Passed by the City Council the.
...........

il

.

I

.

....................
_',

19

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage _!his-. ............... ...... ......day of

...... ......
199

Approved by me this. __~5
....... day o

Presidcn~.~q'
.

Tam
...... ..'..of the City Council.

Filed by me this
...... of 40V*4=4!~94 .

....... ........ 1. ... - ... 1197.1.

eg)

Attest
.............. .......... ..........

.

...... I ...................

City Comptroller and City Clerk.

Published
................... .......... ....... __ .............

JOY_ ........ ...........

/ X Denutv C rk

(SEAL)

Mayor.

CSS 8.1.6



STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
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Affidavit of Publication

Tho unic-siancd, on oath s[acS iha' he is an

authoiiz~ed of The Daily journal of Coffimet,ce, a

daiiy newspaper., which nevispa-per ~s a legal newspaper of generpl

circulation and it :,, now and t.a,-: bc.,_-n fo-r moe than si,~ months,

Prior tc, Jwdate o.f 'Bercinafler -eferred. to, published in

the lant-,,joge c-ominmously as a dailv newspaper in Seattle,

K~ng County, Wasb~rq,tort, ancl it is -.3ow and, durinr.,, all (if said 6me
was pfint,-,o. in ail office rnialntainecl at tlhe aforesaid place of

., i aper.
I

&
am

p; on of b',-. nv~vsp it,publ`ca 1he Da-v Joumal of C,0kr,-Mef,C,-

was o~i ti-le 12-b day of June, 1941, apprc~ved as a legai newspa-per

by dinc- Superior Court oo Ki-F.- County,

Thl~ in the exact Form annexed. was published In regular

issues of T-rie Daily joilrnal of Commece, wh~icl-. was -egularly

d,ts-rib-a,eci ro is dt~r:nr. Oit_, below stated period. The

ainflexed not.,c, a

vas published on

The am-e-uni of ilic fee _-1:a--,-ed for the -'Orevomr,. m:,"blicaiion is

the su-,-l o' S plyfouint 1-13's beell pa"Id in fi-iflL

Sulbscribed and swerut to before nie on

'I

coz SA.ate of W,31-1..,-~mgtoTl,

Affidavit of Publication






