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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE amending Seattle Municipal Code Sections 11.20.340
and 11.20.350 to conform to 1991 statutory changes for
showing proof of financial responsibility to operate a
motor vehicle to a law enforcement officer; authorizing a
fee to cover court administrative costs; and adding new
sections 11.20.345 and 11.20.347 therefor.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Seattle Municipal Code Section 11.20.340

(Ordinance 115040, Section 1) is amended as follows:

11.20.340 Financial responsibility required.

A. No person may operate a motor vehicle subject to

registration under Chapter 46.16. RCW in this City unless the

person is insured under a motor vehicle liability policy with

liability limits of at least the amounts provided in RCW

56.29.090, is self-insured as provided in RCW 46.20.630, is

covered by a certificate of deposit in conformance with RCW

56.29.550, or is covered by a liability bond of at least the

amounts provided in RCW 56.20.090. Written proof of financial

responsibility for motor vehicle operation must be provided on

the request of a law enforcement of f icer in the format specif ied

under RCW 56.30.030.

B. A person who drives a motor vehicle that is reguired

to be recristered in another state that requires driverg and

owners of vehicles in that state to maintain iLisurance or

financial
..... responsibility shall, when requested by a law

enforcement., officer, provide evidence of financial

responsibility or insurance as is required by the laws gf the

state in which the vehicle is registered.

C. When asked to do so by a law enf orcement of f icer,

failure to display an insurance identification card as specified

under RCW 56.30.030 creates a presumption that the person does

not have motor vehicle insurance.

I

CS 19.2



1

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

D. Failure to provide proof of motor vehicle insurance

is a traffic infraction and is subject to penalties as set_by

the supreme court under RCW 56.63.110 or community service.

(RCW 46.30.020(l)
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Section 2. Subsection C of Seattle Municipal Code Section

11.20.340 (Ordinance 115040, Section 1C is renumbered as Section

11.20.345 and amended as follows:

11.20.345 Post Citation Proof of Financial Responsibility

( (e-7) ) If a person cited for a violation of ((thie))

((s))aection 11.20.340 appears in person before the court and

provides written evidence that at the time the person was cited,

he or she was in compliance with ((this-&amp;eetion)) the financial

responsibility requirements of Section 11.20.340, the citation

shall b dismissed. In lieu of personal appearance, a person

cited for a violation of ((this-ffeetien)) the financial

responsibility requirements of Section 11.20.340 may, before the

date scheduled for the person's appearance before the court,

submit by mail to the court written evidence that at the time

the person was cited, he or she was in compliance with ((thi-5

seet4em)) the financial responsibility requirements of Section

11.20.340, in which case the citation shall be dismissed without

cost, except that the court may assess court administrative

costs of Twenty-five Dollars ($25*00) at the time of dismissal.

(RCW 46.50.020(211

Section 3. Subsection D of Seattle Municipal Code Section

11.20.340 (Ordinance 115040, Section ID) is renumbered as
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Section 11.20.347 and amended as follows:

11.20.347 Scope of Financial Responsibility Sections

((E)--)) The provisions of Sections

11.20.345 and 11.20.347 shall not govern:

1. The operation of a motor vehicle registered under

RCW 46.16.310 or 46.16.315, governed by RCW 46.16.020, or

registered with the Washington Utilities and Transportation

commission as common or contract carriers or

2. The operation of a motorcycle as defined in RCW

46.04.330, a motor-driven cycle as defined in RCW 46.04,332, or

a moped as defined in RCW 46.04.304. (RCW 46.30.020(3)

Section- 4. Seattle Municipal Code Section 11.20.350

(Ordinance 115040, Section 1) is amended as follows:

11.20.350 Proof of financial responsibility -- Penalty for

falsification.
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e-r)) Any person who knowingly provides false evidence of

financial responsibility to a law enforcement officer or to a

court, including an expired or canceled insurance policy, bond,

or certificate of deposit is guilty of a criminal offense

subject to punishment under subsection B of Section 11.34.020.

CS 19.2



(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

(RCW 46.30.040)

Section ......
5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provisions of the city charter. 1%

Passed by the City Council the
....

t
........ . day of

...... I

V4
I

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its pas4e t

li ~' A J-- 1 11
1-

iq~ ~
........... ......... ......... ,

19 q.91.
6114-1

Approved by me this ... day of
.....

~%Ov %~A
..............

d%~ 42"K
Filed by me this

......
V

............. ..day of .....

(SEAL)

Published
............

,PreSidillt
............. -of the City Council.

A
9a.

-41

Mayor,

Attest: ...................
..........

4

City Comptroller and City Clerk.
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October 17, 1991

To: Jane Noland, Chairperson
Public Safety Committee
Seattle City Council
Ms 01-11-01

From: Barbara A. Madsen,',*Presiding Judge
Seattle Municipal Court

Re: Title 46, $25.00 charge

The Court is proposing the attached legislation to bring the
Seattle Municipal Code into conformity with State law. The State
Legislature revised Title 46 to authorize courts to charge a $25.00
court cost in circumstances where a motorist can establish
insurance coverage at the time of a citation for an insurance
violation. Both City and State law had previously required
dismissal of such citations upon presentation of proof of
insurance, but did not allow the Courts to. recoup their
administrative costs.

The State law authorizing costs became effective September 29,
1991. The Seattle Municipal Court stands ready to assess costs in
these cases if the City Council passes the attached legislation.



City of Seattle

Executive Department-Office of Management and Budget
Andrew J. Lofton, Director

Norman B. Rice, Mayor

September 19, 1991

The Honorable Mark Sidran

City Attorney
City of Seattle

Dear Mr. Sidran:

Th e Mayor is proposing to the City Council that the enclosed legislation be adopted.

REQUESTING
DEPARTMENT Management and Budget

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE amending Seattle Municipal Code Sections
11.20.340 and 11.20.350 to conform to 1991 statutory
changes for showing proof of financial responsibility to

operate a motor vehicle to a law enforcement officer;

authorizing a fee to cover court administrative costs; and
adding new sections 11.20.345 and 11.20.347 therefor.

Pursuant to the City Council's S.O.P. 100-014, the Executive Department is forwarding
this request for legislation to your office for review and drafting.

After reviewing this request and any necessary redrafting of the enclosed legislation, return
the legislation to OMB. Any specific questions regarding the legislation can be directed to
Andr6 Burrell at 4-8068.

Sincerely,

Norman B. Rice

Mayor

by
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Enclosure

Office of Management and Budget 300 Municipal Budding Seattle Washington 98104 (206) 684-8080 An equal opportunity employer
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STATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTY
_SS.

Affidavit of Publication

The undefsign,,ed, on oath staics that he is an

y 'he S,,:p~~rioE Cotkrt of King COIAM'~,

ol ior tc~ flhc d'ate 0~ p~~blicadon hereunaf-er refern-,d to, published in

the E, as a clail-y n~~w~-;paper in Seattle,llglish fanguag~~ cc~t-ttirtuo

Ki-na Cotinty, Washingion., and :;- is now and cWring~ all of said time

,,ias p~-.nted i-n. an offlce inain-,ained at the acoresaid place of

nu'lblicwion of thi~ nevvsnwrcr~ TI;e jDaily Joilln-al of Commerce

On I'll-, 12th day of jur-~~, 1941, ap-!
roved as a legal newspaper

alat-ion and it
is now and haS., beci; far more fhan six months

authorized rep~esemafivc of The Daily Jollmal of Commerce, a

daily -.11ewspaper. %vhich 11-'-wSpaper is a. legal nowspaper of general

annexed notice, a

issnes of Thc- Dail'Y JoUrTkal of Commerce, -,Nihich was regularly

jis--rib-uied to [s stlbs--~'bens dii-r-ng 0~e below stated period. The

he 1 otic-e if; C-1 -: e-xac [ fo, rn -3 nnex~~d, -was, PUblished in regular

was published on

ged IF cr the going publication ishe fee charp

the sum of $ ~,-h amo(int has been paid in full.

Sub'1,:--.---6bc.~ arld svonn to before me on

-La-
,a"_

Pil'Nic ior On,- State of Washington,

r,f~jd;Tig m Seattle

Affidavit of Publication
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