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AN ORDINANCE relating to the Traffic Code, adding new sections
11.20.340 and 11.20.350 to Seattle Municipal Code Chapter
11.20 relating to the operation of a motor vehicle by a

person who is not financially responsible and proof of
financial responsibility, respectively, and setting
penalties for violations; amending sections 11.59.040 and
11.59.090 to refer to insurance identification cards; and

amending sections 11.34.020 and 11.31.010 to clarify
penalties for traffic offenses.

6 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

7 Section 1. Chapter 11.20 of the Seattle Municipal Code

8 is amended by adding a new section as follows:

9 11.20.340 Financial Responsibility required.

10
A. No person may operate a motor vehicle subject to

registration under chapter 46.16 RCW in this City unless the

person is insured under a motor vehicle liability policy with
12

11 liability limits of at least the amounts provided in RCW

13
11 46.29.090, is self-insured as provided in RCW 46.29.630, is

14 covered by a certificate of deposit in conformance with RCW

15 46.29.550, or is covered by a liability bond of at least the

16 amounts provided in RCW 46.29.090.

17 B. A violation of this section constitutes a traffic

18

19

20

21

22

infraction punishable by a fine of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars

($250.00) unless a court determines that in the interest of

justice the find should be reduced. In lieu of the fine, a

court may permit the defendant to perform community service

designated by the court.

C. If a person cited for a violation of this section

23 1 appears in person before the court and provides written

24

25

26

27

28

evidence that at the time the person was cited, he or she was

in compliance with this section, the citation shall be

dismissed. in lieu of personal appearance, a person cited for

a violation of this section may, before the date scheduled for

the person's appearance before the court, submit by mail to

the court written evidence that at the time the person was
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cited, he or she was in compliance with this section, in which

case the citation shall be dismissed.

D. The provisions of this chapter shall not govern:

(1) The operation of a motor vehicle registered

under RCW 46.16.310 or 46.16.315, governed by RCW 46.16.020,

or registered with the Washington Utilities and Transportation

Commission as common or contract carriers; or

(2) The operation of a motorcycle as defined in RCW

46.04.330, a motor-driven cycle as defined in RCW 46.04.332,

or a moped as defined in RCW 46.04.304. (RCW 46.30.020)

Section 2. Chapter 11.20 of the Seattle Municipal Code

is amended by adding a new section as follows:

11.20.350 Proof of financial responsibility--Penalty for

12
1

I falsification.

13
11 A. Whenever a person operates a motor vehicle subject to

14 registration under chapter 46.16 RCW, the person shall have in

15 his or her possession an identification card of the type

16 specified by the Department of Licensing under RCW 46.30.030

and shall display the card upon demand to a law enforcement
17

18
of f icer.

B. Every person who drives a motor vehicle required to

19
be registered in another state that requires drivers and

20
owners of vehicles in that state to maintain insurance or

21 financial responsibility shall, when requested by a law

22 enforcement officer, provide evidence of financial

23 responsibility or insurance as is required by the laws of the

24
state in which the vehicle is registered.

25 11

C. Any person who knowingly provides false evidence of

financial responsibility to a law enforcement officer or to a
26

court, including an expired or canceled insurance policy,

27
11 bond, or certificate of deposit is guilty of a criminal

28

2
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offense subject to punishment under Section 11.34.020 B. (RCW

46-30.040)

Section 3. Section 11.59.040 of the Seattle Municipal

Code (Ordinance 108200 § 2 (11.59.040) is amended as follows:

11.59.040 Refusal to give information or to cooperate

with officer.

It is unlawful for any person while operating or in

charge of any vehicle to refuse when requested by a peace

officer to give his or her name and address and the naine and

address of the owner of the vehicle, or to give a false name

and address to such peace officer, or to refuse upon demand of

such peace officer to produce his Qr-,-h certificate of

license registration of such vehicle,_111Ls__~ar_Lier insarance

identification card, or his gr-her vehicle driver's license,

or to refuse to permit such officer to take any such license

or certificate for the purpose of examination thereof, or for

such person to refuse or neglect to produce the certificate of

license registration of such vehicle, insurancp card.- or his

!2r_her driver's license when requested by any court. Any

peace officer shall on request produce evidence of his 9x her

authorization as such. (RCW 46.61.020)

Section 4. Section 11.59.090 of the Seattle Municipal

Code (Ordinance 108200 § 2 (11.59.090) as amended by Ordinance

109476 § 4 (part)) is further amended as follows:

11.59.090 Duty to obey peace officer--Traffic

infraction.

A. Any person requested or signaled to stop by a peace

officer for a traffic infraction has a duty to stop.

B. Whenever any person is stopped for a traffic

infraction, the officer may detain that person for a

reasonable period of time necessary to identify the person,

check the status of the person's license, insurance

3
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13

iftntification caLd,- and the vehicle's registration, and

complete and issue a notice of traffic infraction.

C. Any person requested to identify himself to a peace

officer pursuant to an investigation of a traffic infraction

has a duty to identify himself, given his current address, and

sign an acknowledgement of receipt of the notice of

infraction. (RCW 46.61.021)

Section 5. Section 11.34.020 of the Seattle Municipal

Code (Ordinance 108200 § 2 (11.34.020) as last amended by

Ordinance 112975 § 2) is further amended as follows:

11.34.020 Penalties for criminal offenses.

A.

eiaewhere-4m-th4s-subt4tIe7-&amp; Any person convicted of ADy of

I

,~

the ollowing-pf f en-a-ea

may be

14
punished by a fine in any sum not to exceed Five Thousand

15 Dollars ($5,000.00) or by imprisonment in-the-e4ty-ga4l for a

16 term not to exceed one (1) year, or by both such fine and

17 1
imprisonmentT:

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

. ---.Section ll,.55.340, Vehicles carr iosi_v_e_s__,..

flammable ligiligis and pgpisgn gas , liggefigd patrgleam- gas

(LPG) and cryogenics.-muat-s op at, glI railroad arade

cro-agings:

2. Segtion 11.56.420. Hit and run (attendedl.-

3. Section 11.56.450. Hit and run (Dedest ian or pgrsgn

on a device propelled by human pqwer)

4.-Sec,tion 11.60.69D,,--, *on-of liauefiedTransDortati-

pptrplgum aas

5. Section 11.62.02D-,-- mmable liapijAq-,-con"jst-ible

1' W-s-and-hazardous chemicals-

f2. Segt .62.040 EXplosiveg,ign 11.62.040
1-

4
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7. Section 11.80.140(B), Certain vehicles tQ qgjLry

flares or other warniLig dgvicgs (subsectign B onl_y-)-L

8. Segtign 11,80.160(E), Displ5ly of warning devices when

vehiglg di5abled (suLogection E only_U

9. Segtion 11.84.3e-Q-,.Fire extinguisherg,-

10. SeCtipon 11.86.080, Flammable or gombqstible labeljDq_L

11. Sec-tion ll,.86,100,-Explosive ca 0 labelin

12. Section 11.34.040 wi-th jzggpect to Aidin_q and abetting

the foregoing criminal offenses.

B. Any person convicted of any of the following offenses

may be punished by a fine in any sum not to exceed one

Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment ((in-the-e4ty

gail)) for a term not to exceed ninety (90) days, or by both

such fine and imprisonment:

1. Section 11.20.010, Driver's license required-

Exception:

15 2. Section 11.20.100, Display of nonvalid driver's

16

17

18

19

20

21

license;

3. Section 11.20.120, Loaning driver's license;

4. Section 11.20.140, Displaying the driver's

license of another;

5. Section 11.20.160, Unlawful use of driver's

license;

Section 11.20,350 A.c). Providing false evidenge

22
11

gf financigil responsibility;

23

24

25

26

27

28

((&amp;))Z. Section 11.31.090, Failure to respond-

Written and signed promise;

((F))a. Section 11.31.110, Failure to respond-

Parked, stopped or standing notice;

Section 11.32.100, Failure to appear;

I.Q. Section 11.56.120, Reckless drivina;

CS 19.2
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((9))1.1. Section 11.56.430, Hit and run (unattended

vehicle))--Duty in case of accident with unattended vehicle;

((1@))12. Section 11.56.440, Hit and run (property

damage)--Duty in case of accident with property;

((11-))j3. Section 11.58.190, Leaving minor children

in unattended vehicle;

((121))1.4. Section 11.59.010, Obedience to peace

officers, flaggers, and firefighters;

((ia))I5. Section 11.59.040, Refusal to give

information to or to cooperate with officer;

((14))16. Section 11.59.060, Refusal to stop;

((15))17. Section 11.59.080, Examination of

equipment;

Section 11.59.090, Duty to obey peace

officer--Traffic infraction.

19. Section 11.34.040. Aidina_and abgttina with

15 respect to thg criminal offgnses in this subsegtLion.

16
1 Section 6. Section 11.31.010 of the Seattle Municipal

Code (Ordinance 108200 a 2 (11 'A' 010) cas last amended hwy

18

19

Ordinance 112975 § I is further amended as follows:

11.31.010 Violations as traffic infractions((

ept ions) ) .

20
Except as otherwise provided in ((this)) section

21 11.34.020 or elsewhere in this ((sub))title, failure to

22 perform any act required or the performance of any act

23 prohibited by this title is designated as a traffic infraction

nnA -Mn ne-N* )-.~M =,- = N f I 'M~~ &amp;

24 0
2 1 ; -i- ~'v

25

26

6
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(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

7
Section ......... This ordinance sheR take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provisions of the city charter.

Passed by the City Council the ......
-10~3

........ day of
.............

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its pass~~

................... ....... -- ........ .......

Approved by me this... ......

~
.:

k

..day of.. ................... -

Filed by me this.
........ ......... day of

... ...... ........

(SEAL)

Published
....................................................................

t3 pUBUSH 13 DO NOT PUBLMH

CITY ATTORKUY-

.... .... . .... .... .. I. -. . ~ .. ......

omptr oHer and City Clierk.

..... ..... .. ..........

Deputy Clerk.

ca 0.1.8



SF~,47TLE C=A7TORNEY
MARK H. SIDRAN

CRIMINAL DIVISION I-AW DEPARTMENT UTILITIES DIVISION
710 SECOND AVENUE, SUITE 1414 600 FOURTH AVENUE, 10TH FLOOR 1015 TWIRD AVENUE, SUITE 902

SEAT-FLE, WA 98104 SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98104 SEATTLE, WA 98104

(206) 684-7757 FAX: (206) 684-4648 (206) 684-8200 FAX (206) 684-8294 (206) 684-3361

January 29, 1990

The Honorable Paul Kraabel
Seattle City Council
ilth Floor
Seattle Municipal Building
Seattle, WA 98104

Re: Amendments to Traffic Code adopting state financial
responsibility requirements

Dear Councilmember Kraabel,

Enclosed is a proposed ordinance amending Seattle Traffic
Code to incorporate recent changes in state law. The ordinance
requires that motorists carry liability insurance. Violation
of this requirement is a traffic infraction. Providing false
evidence of insurance is a crime.

In addition to the insurance provisions, I have rewritten
our traffic offense penalty ordinances to make them easier to
understand. No penalties were changed.

The State Patrol will begin enforcing the insurance law
on April 1, 1990, so early adoption of this ordinance is

recommended.

Very truly yours,

"~- 'Z /'V;~
41~

DOUGLAS B. WHALLEY
Director
Criminal Division

DBW: sr
VII:LET123.

cc: Mayor Norm Rice

CC: Jorgen Bader
Law Department

cc,. Leo Poort
Seattle Police Department
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TIME AND DATE STALIT

SPONSORSHIP

THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT IS V~MSORFD FOR FILING WITH THE CITY COUNCIL lyt,~THE
Mrfntsi

Of THE CM COUNCIL WHOSE SIGNATUREISI AJIF S140M SELOW:

FOR c UNC-I"- -C0 IL PRBIDENT USE C)NLy
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'~* ATE OF WASHINGTON - KING COUNTYSTA a

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an

authoiized of The Daily Journal' of Commerce, a

daily r-,ewspapcr, r,,ev'-,-:pap-er
is a legal nev,--~)aper of e~.-neral

circ;.llatic-i and it i~ now and has been for more inar, F.,x months

Prior to ch-- date o~' ion hereinafter ref-,~ifed:-. pub~:S~Icdin

t.,-.-e En~-Hsh languag~~ continuously as a daily nev,,spape-: i-r. Sc-attle,

Ki-ng Cmircly, anditis nowa-'-~ ali ~,A~-aidtime

wa,---1 P-1:nw--i offlc~~ mamtained at the afoi-'~~aid place of

publication -of t~--'is ne-,,,,spaper. The Daily of C'ummerce

was on thc 'I 2th day cif June, 1941, approved Ps a legal newspaper

by the Supc-dor Court of King County.

P, c r. ot-'ce in the exact form annexed, was published in regular

issues c4 Th~~ "-3aily Journal of Commerce, which was regularly

diuribi~-ed c) 't,~ '~~ubscribers during the below stated period. The

annexed a

was published on

5 0 1 0

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication is

Subscribed and sworn to before me on

I-

Notary Public for the State of Washington,

residing in Seattle




