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ORDINANCE JL,~Ly.Bq

AN ORDINANCE relating to land use and zoning, enacting interim
controls iniposing traffic mitigation requirements pending the

adoption of permanent controls for zoning the downtown area, and

amendingSection 23,49.016 to the Seattle Municipal Code.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 23.49.016 of the Seattle Municipal Code, as
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last amended by Ordinance 113279, is amended to read as follows:

Section 23.49.016 Parking quantity and traffic management require-

ments.

B. Parking Requirements

1. The long-term and short-term parking requirement for offices,

retail sales and service uses, and other non-residential uses

shall be as established on Chart 23.49.016 A. The

unrestricted long-term parking requirement for all uses

except lodging may be reduced by providing additional carpool

spaces, vanpools, or subsidized transit passes, according to

subsection 83.

2. Carpool spaces provided to meet the requirements of subsec-

tion B1 shall either be:

a. Physically set aside and designated for exclusive car-

pool use between six a.m. (6:00 a.m.) and nine-thirty

a.m. (9:30 a.,rn.) and shall not be leased to tenants for

long-term parking, except as parking for carpools and

vanpools. Required carpool spaces not used by carpool

vehicles by nine-thirty a.m. (9:30 a.m.) shall be used

as public short-term parking with appropriate signage

provided; or
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Subsidized, provided that the subsidy shall be be equal

to at least thirty percent (30%) of the monthly market

rate charged the general public for a parking space.

Subsidized spaces shall be provided at the rate 'that

carpools are formed.

3. The following substitution rates shall be used to reduce the

long-term parking requirement for all nonresidential uses,

except lodging:

a. One (1) vanpool may be substituted for six (6) parking

spaces. The unrestricted long-term parking requirement

may be reduced not more -'than ten percent (10%) for van-

pool substitutions. If the proponent elects to use the

vanpool option, the necessary number of vans meeting the

standards of the rommuter Pool Division of Metro shall

be acquired, or a surety instrument acceptable to the

Director shall be posted; and, vanpools shall be organ-

ized for employees in the structure. Before a cer-

tificate of occupancy may be issued, details of the

vanpool program shall be spelled out in a Memorandum of

Agreement executed between the proponent, his or her

transportation coordinator, the Director, and the

Seattle Rideshare office.

b. Each carpool space in excess of -those required by sub-

section B1, which is physically reserved or subsidized

according to the provisions of subsection B2, may be

substituted for one and nine-tenths (1.9) parking spa-

ces. No more than fifty percent (50%) of the total

number of long-term parking spaces provided shall be set

aside or discounted -for carpools.

CS 19.2
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3/31/89

2
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4. In lieu of providing long-term parking spaces on the lot or

within eight hundred feet (800') of the lot, long-term spa-

cles may be provided by a payment to the Downtown Parking

Fund, if the Director determines that the parking impacts of

the development can be met by other means. The Director's

determination shall be based on any relevant factors

including but not limited to the following:

a. Proximity of the, site to public parking;

b. The level of transit se ce to the lot;

C. Proposals by the applicant to encourage building tenants

to use alternatives to single occupancy vehicles.

5. The following requirements shall apply to all structures con-

taining more than ten thousand (10,000) square feet of nonre-

sidential use:

a. All building employees shall.be given the opportunity to

buy transit passes at a subsidy of at least fifty per-

cent (50%) provided by the owner of the building.

b. Improvements to pedestrian and vehicular traffic opera-

tions, signalization, turn channelizat,ion, right-of-way

dedication, street widening, traffic sIgnage o~r other

improvements proportionate to the impact of the project,

upon a determination by the director that the proposed

project would directly impact the operation of streets

in the vicinity of the project.

A fifteen percent (15%) reduction in the unrestricted

long-term parking requirement may be achieved by pro-

viding free transit passes -to all eniployees in the

structure for at least five (5) years.
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A transportation Coordi'nator position shall be

Lestablished and maintained within the proposed structure

to devise and implement alternative means for employee

commuting. The coordinator shall be trained by the

Seattle Rideshare office or by an alternative organiza-

tion with ridesharing experience, and shall work with

the Seattle Rideshare office, Metro Commuter Pool,

staff, building tenants, and other building lessors.

The coordinator shall disseminate ridesharing infor-

mation to building occupants to encourage use of public

trans-it, carpools, vanpools and flextime; administer the

in-house ridesharing program; and aid in evaluation and

monitoring of the ridesharing program. The transpor-

tation coordinator in addition shall:survey all

employees once a year to determine commute mode percen-

tages.

((4)-;-))d. The Seattle Rideshare office, in conjunction with the

'transportation coordinator, shall monitor the effec-

tiveness of the ridesharing/transit incentive program on

a quarterly basis. The owner or operator of -the struc-

ture shall grant a designated Seattle Rideshare office

representative right of entry to -the parking facility to

periodically review operation of the carpool set aside

program.

A transportation information center shall be provided

and maintained, which has transit information displays

including transit route maps and schedules and Seattle

ridesharing program information. The transportation

display shall be located in the lobby or other location

highly visible to employees within the structure prior

to issuance of a certificate of occupancy.

CS 19.2
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The following requirement shall apply to all structures con-

taining more than fifty thousand (50,000) square feet of

nonresidential use: A transportation management prqgn_am as

defined by Director's rule shall be developed and maintained.

Section 2. SEPA Emergency Exemption. Pursuant to SMC 25.05.880,

the City Council finds that an exemption under SEPA for this action is

Lnecessary to prevent an imminent threat of serious environmental

degradation through continued development under the existing regula-

tions. SEPA review of any permanent regulations proposed for replace-

ment of the existing zoning and the interim controls shall be

conducted.

Section 3. This ordinance shall not take effect if Initiative 31

is approved by the voters, unless the development standards in

Initiative 31 are successfully challenged in court, in which event

this ordinance shall become effective on the date that City enfor-

cement of that portion of Initiative 31 is prohibited by court order.

If Initiative 31 is not approved by the voters, this ordinance shall

take effect on May 16, 1989. If this ordinance becomes effective, it

shall terminate on April 30, 1990.

Passed by the City Council the ... day of .... M0,4A ...... 1991,

and signed by me in open session in authentica,ti- of

6
ft
"

pn passage

a ay of ...... MaA.A...

Approved by me this

Filed by me thisAt

(SEAL)

Published

rl_~

~_.day of

Attest:
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Seattle CityCouncil

Memorandum

Date: April 18, 1989

To: Paul Kraabel, Chair
Urban Redevelopment Committee

From: Dolores Sibonga

Subject: CB 107249 - Downtown Traffic Mitigation for Interim
Controls

Item number 4 on the Urban Redevelopment Committee agenda for
April 19 is CB 107249, my proposal to add traffic mitigationmeasures to the downtown interim controls.

staff have recommended a number of amendments for this proposal,which I consider to be housekeeping changes. They are ~escribedin the attached memo of March 31 from Bob Morgan and MarthaLester. I would greatly appreciate your incorporating the staffamendments into the CB before passing it on to the full council.This action would allow an up-or-down vote without the need tomake detailed amendments at the full council.



Seattle City Council

Memorandum

Date: M 31, 1989

To:

'n

1
~.L=.'Z Sibonga

1 IC14

From: Bob Morgan and Martha Lester

Subject: Transportation Mitigation Provisions in InterimControls.

we met with DCLU and Engineering Department staff to discuss thelanguage in your council bill which would impose additionaltraffic mitigation requirements for new downtown buildings as partoj-lr interim controls.

Tge recommend some minor amendments based upon the comments of thedepartments. The suggested amendments and the department or staffrationale are described below:

1. Require transportation management programs only forbuildings containing at least 50,000 square feet ofnonresidential floor area, rather than 10,000 squarefeet as currently written.

DCLU staff indicate that the amount of traffic generatedby buildings less than 50,000 square feet in size doesnot warrant the effort and expense of implementing ormonitoring such programs. Parking requirements are anindication of the magnitude of traffic generated by suchstructures. A 50,000 square foot building is requiredto provide either 34 or 52 spaces, depending on transitavailability. A 10,000 square foot building mustprovide either 6 or 10.

Buildings of 1-0,000 square feet or more would continueto be required to have a transportation coordinatorposition, to allow Metro entry to monitorridesharing/transit incentive programs and to provide atransportation information center as is required underthe current downtown plan.

2. Clarify that the 50% transit pass subsidy requirement isa minimum.

Adding language to indicate that transit pass subsidiesare required to be a minimum of 50% will reduce thelikelihood that the 5 requirement will be interpretedas a maximum. Additional subsidy might be requiredunder a transportation management program or throughSEPA authority.



Seatde City Counefl

Memorandum

Date: March 28, 1989

To: Paul Kraabel, Chair
Urban Redevelopment Committe6a
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From: Dolores Sibon
g~'-~'# -.4

Subject Interim Controls - Transporta ion Mitigation

I arri concerned that the current provisions of the Downtown Plan do
not adequately address the transportation impacts of development.
SEPA allows mitigation of transportation impacts for buildings
downtown, however, the imposition of mitigating measures is not
required. Therefore, I recommend that provisions for reducing the
transportation impacts of development be included in interim
controls. These requirements are the same as the mitigating
measures permitted under SEPA.

I recommend that the following be required for buildings
containing more than ten thousand square feet of non-residential
floor area:

1. Maintenance of a Transportation Management Program;

2. Provision of transit'. pass subsidies; and

3. Improvements to pedestrian and vehicular traffic
operations, signalization, turn channelization, right-
of-way dedication, street widening, traffic signage or
other improvements proportionate to the impact of the
project, upon a determination by the Director that the
proposed project would directly impact the operation of
streets in the vicinity of the project.

I recognize that the bulk of downtown traffic congestion is due to

existing development, and that additional measures may be required
to address that impact. Never-the-less, projects should not be
allowed to vest without minimizing added traffic impacts during
the interim before long-range amendments to the Downtown Plan are
adopted.
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A fifteen percent (15%) reduction in the unrestricted

long-term parking requirement may be achieved by pro-

viding fee transit passes to all employees in the struc-

~ure for at least five (5) years.

4. In ieu providing long-term parking spaces on the lot orp

withiN eight hundred feet (8001) of the lot, long-term spa-

ces may~_be pr vided by a payment to the Downtown Parking

Fund, if e DI'rector determines that the parking impacts of

the developikent ~an be met by other means. The Direct-or's

determination
,~hall

be based on any relevant factors

including but li''ted to the following:
~11

a. Proximity of t~r site
to public parking;

b. The level of tranl~otl-ervice to the lot;

C. Proposals by the ap cWnt to encourage building tenants

to use alternatives t', 1"Ingle occupancy vehicles.

5. The following requirements sha"11\apply to all structures con-

taining more than ten thousand (0~000) square feet of nonre-

sidential use:

"'

N
~a. A transportation ~!anagement_pl.a6V,,~.as defined by

Director's rule shall be developfL~kand maintained;

b. All building employees shall be givE~~ the opportunity to

buy transit passes at a fifty percent'~,'~,50%) subsidy.

C. Improvements to pedestrian and vehicul#`,,traffic opera-

tions, signalizal-ion, turn channelizatiok,
,

','~,,right-of-way

dedication, street widening, traffic signatd,.,,,or other

improvements proportionate to the impact of\t~~f'e project,

upon a determination by the director that th
~

,

p r'b'Posed

project would directly impact the operation o~ str(~ets

in the vicinity of the project.
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A transportation coordinator position shall be

oc 'Mmuting. The coordinator shall be trained by the

Seat,le Rideshare office or by an alternative organiza-

A

'kion A~h ridesharing eXperience, and shall work with

tl~ Seati`,le Rideshare office, Metro Commuter Pool

staf,", buil, ding tenants, and other building lessors.

The c
liv dinaN or shall disseminate ridesharing infor-

mation t~ buil '~ding occupants to encourage use of public

1%

transit, C~arpool`,s, vanpools and flextime; administer the

in-house ri de sha4qg program; and aid in evaluation and

monitoring o6he r.~%desharing program, The transpor-
%

tation coordinatpr in`%,addition shall survey all

employees once a ar determine commute mode percen-

tages.

((b-w=-))e. The Seattle Rideshare 6ffic~, in conjunction with the

transportation coordinatdr, S~all monitor the effec-

tiveness of the ridesharinjjftra~qsit incentive program on

a quarterly basis. The owner"'
r\\pperator of the struc-

ture shall grant a designated Se_at~,le Rideshare office

representative right of entry to f,,,.:,e\parking facility to
, I

program.

periodically review operation of th'd',~,,barpool set aside

A transportation information center shal Jbe provided

to issuance of a certificate of occupancy.

and maintained, which has transit inforjnat~:
'%.

n displays

~Ik

including transit route maps and schedules A4 Seattle

ridesharing program information. The transpor'~~tlation

display shall be located in the lobby or other
16,cation

highly visible to employees within the structuro pr~jor
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-the Council finds that an exemDtion under SEPA for this action is

necessa *,to prevent an imminent threat of serious environmental

degradatikp t~rouqh continued development- under the existing regula-
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ment of the eksti~g zoning and the interim controls shall be

conducted,
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challenged in court, in '~OichVvent this ordinance shall become effec-

tive on the date that --ity`,~enfor~ement of Initiative 31 is prohibited

by court order. If Initiati4~ 31',~s not approved by the voters, this

ordinance shall take effect on""Hay i&amp;, 1989. If this ordinance

becomes effective, it shall termi~late "~ April 30, 1990.

Passed by the City Council the ...,day of .................
1~11'11

and signed by me in open session in
aut~hentiN~tion of its passage this

..... day of ............. ........ 1q..

President .............
1

..... of the City Council,

Approved by me this ..... day of ................. 19 ....

Mayor

Filed by me this ..... day of ....

Attest:

(SEAL)

.........
1

19...

City Comptroller anl
~ity

Clerk

Published By 1,

Deputj ClerF-
CS 1912
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