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AN ORDINKNCE relating to the Water Department, establishing
Section 21.04.465 and amending Section 21.04.410 of
the Seattle Municipal Code (Section 31 of Ordinance
65877), to authorize standard and administrative
charges for services incidental to the sale of water.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWSz

Section 1. Chapter 21.04 of Seattle Municipal Code is

hereby amended by adding thereto a new Section 21,04,465 to

read as followsg

21.04.465 STANDARD AND ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGES

A. The Superintendent shall develop and update annual-

ly a schedul of charges for standard, recurring services

which are incidental to the sale of water. Such charges

shall be based on a review of the prevailing actual costs

for providing these services,

B. The Superintendent may establish reasonable admin-

istrative charges for handling dishonored checks, money

orders, or other instruments; fees for turning water on or

off; charges for delinquent accounts and for related field
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visits; charges for meter tests, hydrant flow tests, and
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hydrant use; fees f astomer statements of prior billings;

charges for utility crossing permits; and for other services

not encompassed in the schedule of standard charges.

C. Any standard charges, including administrative

charges, and interest rates shall be developed and adopted

pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Code

(Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 3.02, Ordinance 102228,

amended).

Section 2. Section 21.04.410 of the Seattle Municipa

Code (Ordinance 65877, Section 31) is amended to read as

follows:
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(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

21.04.410 ACCOUNTS OF CHARGES AND PENALTIES

A. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent to keep

accounts for all customers

of -.-he Water Department and to enter on such accounts all

charges and penalties.

B. Pursuant tive

Code (Seattle Munici2al Code Chapter 3.02, Ordinance 102228,

as amended), the Superintendent will establish policies and

procedures for the collection and_Le

due, specifying when and how collection is to be effected,

.L _2,~st dueincluding the discontinuation of service_12L

accounts, negotiation of payments, collection of interest

and such costs as may be incurred due to 9~~

Section- ...
I This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor, otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provisions of the city charter.

Passed by the City Council the... ... ............ day of
.......

......

and signed by me in open session in authentication of

.......... ...... .....................

Approved by me this
.... J-1 ............... day of...............

Filed by me this. .......
..

...... day of
........... ~ -Wos-4- .................

191k.

(SEAL)

Published
........... .............................. .........................

Attest ...........

aiya.&amp;;~er

... ............

Deputy Clerk
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Seattle Water Department

Kenneth M. Lowthian, Superintendent

Charles Royer, Mayor

November 25, 1985

2 91 1~

The City Council
City of Seattle

VIA: Mayor Charles Royer

ATTENTION: Gary Zarker, Director
Office of Management and Budget

Honorable Members:

Since 1975, the Water Department has developed and updated
annually a schedule of standard and administrative charges,
These charges cover a variety of recurring services,
including new water service installations, meter tests,
relocations and removals, delinquent service charges,
special meter readings, and a sizable number of other
similar items. They are normally computed based on the
prevailing actual cost to the Department of performing the
service.

Our experience with standard charges has been extremely
positive, This type of charging mechanism offers certai
to the customer or party being billed because the charge
known in advance of the service being performed. In

is

addition, a schedule of standard and administrative charges
is easy to administer and efficient from a billing

ndpoint. Also, by averaging the costs of similar work
together in computing the standard charge, customers are not
penalized for the special circumstances, exceptions, or
variations that sometimes occur, usually for reasons beyond
their control.

General rule making authority for the Superintendent of
Water to adopt standard charges is currently provided in the
City's Administrative Code (Seattle municipal Code Chapter
3.04, Ordinance 102228 as ammended), in portions of the
Water Code (Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 21.04), and in.

Chapter 3.32 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance 107788
as amended). However, the Law Department recommends that
certain provisions be added to the Water Code, similar to
those already adopted by Ordinance for the Light Department,
to establish more specific authority for standard and
administrative charges.

Seattle Water Departrnent- Exchange Building, 11th Floor

821, Second Avenue, Seattle, Washington 98104



The City Coun
-

November 2-5, 1985
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Therefore, we hereby request adoption of the enclosed
legislation to provide clear and specific authority in the
Water Code for developing and administering our annual
schedule of standard and administrative charges.

Please contact Scott Haskins (4116) or Audrey Beckwith
(4147) if you have any questions concerning this request.

Sincerely&amp;,

KENNETH M. LOWTHIAN
Superintendent of Water

KML: sha



City of Seatde

Executive Department-Off ice of Management and Budget
Gary Zarker, Director

Charles Royer, Mayor

December 3, 1985

The Honorable Douglas Jewett

City Attorney

City of Seattle

i
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Dear Mr. Jewett:

The Mayor is proposing to the City Council that the enclosed legislation be adopted.

REQUESTING
DEPARTMENT: Water

SUBJECT: An ordinance relating to the Water Department, establishing
Section 21.04.465 and amending Section 21.04.410 of the Seattle

Municipal Code (Section 31 of ordinance 65877 as amended), to
authorize standard and administrative charges for services
incidental to the sale of water.

Pursuant to the City Council's S.O.P. 100-014, the Executive Department is forwarding
this request for legislation directly to your office for review and drafting.

After reviewing this request and drafting appropriate legislation:

X File the legislation with the City Clerk for formal introduction to the City
Council as an Executive Request.

Do not file with City C ouncil but return the proposed legislation to OMB for
our review. Return to

Sincerely,

Charles Royer
Mayor

ByKujcU wQ .1?

GARY ZARKER
Budget Director

GZ/mw/ba

Enclosure

CC: Superintendent, Water Department

Office of Management and-Budget 300 Municipal Building Seattle Washington 98104 (206) 625-2551 An equal opportunity employer



AAffidavit of Publication

00

STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COU NTY-SS.

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an

authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce,

a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper

of general circulation and it is now and has been for more

than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter

refered to, published in the English language continuously

as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington,

and it is now and during all of said time was printed in an

office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of

this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the

12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper by

the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in

regular issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was

regularly distributed to its Subscribers during the below

stated period. The annexed notice, a ------ -------- - --------- -- --------

................................ ...
0.Xd-inaRC-e...N.o-. ----

ULZ6-8-6- -------------------

...................................................
.............. -- .......... ------ -------------------------

was published on ...
f ebrua.rv.

...
141--1-9~8.6-

...... ........
............. .. . . ..... .. .. .. -

..............
....................................... - ............. ........... ............ --------------

.. ..........................
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------- 71,
--------

Subscribed and sworn to before me on

FebruaKy
...

'86
... ..... . ................... ..... A-t -------

e._ ~ ---------------------------------

-71

---

; I

.................

No ry PUblic for th~ State of Washington,

/14
residing In B"ttle.

'~t




