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ORDINANCE 1:12373

AN ORDINANCE relating to the licensing and regulation of dan
halls that admit persons under the age of eighteen; pro-
viding minimum age restrictions; requiring a license for
operation; providing pena.1ties for noncovpi 3-ance; and
adding a new c'-.-iapte_r 6.294 to the Seattle Municipal Code.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS POLLOWSO:

Section There is added to the Seattle Municipal Code

new chapter 6.294 as follows:

Section 6.294.010. Purpose of Chapter.

This chapter is an exercise of police power for the protection

the public welfare, health, and safety of those children

that attend and patronize dance halls. The City Council

hereby finds and declares that the pervasive problems of

runaway children, drug abuse and abuse of children are

problems of such magnitude that they are a matter of City

concern and are contributed to by unregulated dance halls; as

such this chapter shall regulate dance halls that admit per-

sons under the age of eighteen.

Section 6.294.020. Construction of Ch~~~
Other Remedies.

The provisions of this chapter shall be construed liberally

for the accomplishment of the purposes thereof. Nothing con-

tained in this chapter shall be deemed to repeal or modify any

of the provisions,of any other law of the municipal code

relating to dance halls or licensing.

Section 6.294.030. Conflict - Applicable Cha ter.

This chapter is subject to the general provisions of the New

License Code, Chapter 6.202. In the event of a conflict

between this chapter and Chapter 6.202 the provisions of this

chapter shall apply.
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Section 6.294.040. Definitions.

For the purpose of this chapter and unless the context plainly

requires otherwise the following definitions are adopted:

A. "Public dance" means any dance that is readily

accessible to the public and which permits the entry of any

persons under the age of eighteen years and which:

1. Is held and conducted for a profit, direct or

indirect; or

2. Requires a monetary payment or contribution from

any of the persons admitted.

B. "Public dance hall" means any place where a public

dance is conducted, operated or maintained and includes the

premises in which the public dance is conducted, operated or

maintained including but not limited to all parking areas,

hallways, bathrooms and all adjoining areas on the premises

accessible to the public during the dance.

C. "Person" includes any natural person and, in

additiont a corporation, partnership or an unincorporated

association.

D. "Director" means the Director of Licenses and

Consumer Affairs of The City of Seattle or his or her

authorized representative.

E. "Department" means the Department of Licenses and

Consumer Affairs of The City of Seattle.

F. "Knowingly" shall have the definition set forth in

SMC S 12A.04.030(B).

"Recklessly" shall have the definition set forth in

SMC § 12A.04.030(C).
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Section 6.294.050. Dance or Dance Hall License -
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EfcLuireq- Ix tions.

A. No person shall conduct or operate a public dance or

public dance hall unless the person who is conducting or

operating such public dance or public dance hall has obtained

a license in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

B. ~tiqns.

1. A license is not required if the occupancy of

the dance hall is limited to one hundred and fifty

or fewer persons.

2. A license is not required if the public dance is

sponsored by an accredited educational institution.

3. A license is not required if the public dance is

sponsored by a nonprofit tax exempt organization,

corporation or association recognized by the United

States of America as exempt from federal income taxa-

tion pursuant to S 501(c)(1) or (3) of the Internal

Revenue Code of 1954, 26 U.S.C. S 501 as now existing

or hereafter amended.

4. If the public dance ball is managed or operated

by The City of Seattle the license requirements of this

Chapter may be waived by the Director by rule adopted

pursuant to the administrative code upon written

application by the Superintendent of Parks and

Recreation or the Seattle Center Director.

Section 6.294.055 License - LkpglicAtion -
R~! lr~!ments.

The person desiring to conduct and/or operate a public dance

shall be responsible for obtaining a public dance hall

license. Each applicant shall complete an application which

shall include the following information:

-3-
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(1) The name and address of the applicant.

(2) The name and address of the operator of the

dance hall.

(3) The name'and address of the owner of the

premises upon which the dance hall is located.

listed is true under penalty of perjury.

B. If the answers to .055(A)(l)-(3) involve an
-

unincorporated association, corporation or partnership, the

name of the unincorporated association, corporation or

partnership, and the names and addresses of the limited

partners, partners, officers and directors thereof.

C. A statement of any and all measures used-to

13
1

insure that adequate traffic control and crowd protection,

28

both within and without the premises, will be maintained.

(4) An oath or affirmation that the information

Proof of indemnification required by Section

6.294.140.

limited to, building, zoning, planning and fire codes.

E. A statement from the applicant that the premises

are in compliance with all'City laws including, but not

The Director shall deny a license if:

A. The applicant has failed to comply with all

State, County and City laws which shall include, but is not

limited to, building, zoning, planning and fire codes.

Such-other information as the Director'requires

by rule adopted pursuant to the Administrative Code for the

health, safety and,welfare of persons attending dance-hall

functions.

Section 6.294.060. License - Denial of_ARR1jS2Lj2n.
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The licensee or any of the licensee's officers,

directors, partners, operators or any

the operation of the dance hall have:

other person involved in

1. Committed any act, which, if committed by
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a licensee, would be grounds for the suspension or

revocation of a license or permit;

2. Been convicted of:

(a) A felony involving a crime of violence

as defined in RCW 9.41.010 or any felony under

RCW 9A.44, 9A.64, 69.50 or 9A.88 within the last

5 years.

(b) Contributing to the dependency or

delinquency of a minor.

(c) A crime involving prostitution, lewd

conduct, or assault on a juvenile within the

last 5 years.

C. The applicant has been refused a license or

had a license revoked under the provisions of this chapter;

provided, however, that any applicant denied a license may

reapply if the basis for such denial no longer exists.

Section 6.294.070. License-Suspension or Revocation -

Grounds.

A license may be suspended or revoked upon a finding that any

applicant or licensee, or any owner, officer or agent thereof:

A. Has omitted to disclose any material fact in the

application for a license; or

B. Knowingly has made any false statement or given

any false information in connection with an application for a

license or a renewal of a license; or

C. Knowingly has failed to remove from the dance

premises any person who appears to be under the influence of
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or affected by the use of alcohol and/or drugs or whose con-

13

14

15

16

duct poses a physical danger to the safety of others present;

or

D.

or

Violated any of the provisions of this chapter;

W, Committed any act which is a ground for denial of

a license.

Section 6.294.080. Hours of Operation :_Age

Restrictions - Pen!~it

A. No person conducting a public dance or person

maintaining a public dance hall shall allow persons under the

age of sixteen to enter or remain on the premises without a

parent or legal guardian present.

No person conducting or operating a public dance

or public dance hall shall allow persons under the age of

section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. It is the respon-

sibility of the person conducting.and/or operating a.public

dance to require identification showing the age of each person

admitted.

allow a-person.to enter or remain,in violation of-this

eighteen to enter or remain on the premises without a parent

or legal guardian after 2:00 a.m.

C. Every person who knowingly or recklessly shall

D. Any person under the age of eighteen years who

shall by affirmative misrepresentation of age obtain admission

to or permission to remain in any public dance in violation of

this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Section 6.294.090. Readmission Fee.

No person conducting or operating a public dance or public

dance hall shall permit any person, other than an employee, to

-6-
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leave the dance or dance hall and return unless that person

original price of admission.

pays a readmission fee equal to, or greater than, one-half the

Section 6.294.100. Access - Peace Officer - Director.
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enforce compliance with the provisions of this ordinance.

dance is being conducted for the purpose of inspection and to

shall have free access to public dances and dance halls when a

All peace officers of The City of Seattle and/or the Director

Section 6.294.105. Fees.

The fee for a public dance hall license shall be One Hundred

Twenty Dollars.

All licenses issued prior to the effective date of the

Section 6.294.110. Licensin2 - Retroaslt~.

ordinance codified herein shall entitle the holder of such

license a period of thirty-five days, following the effective

date of the ordinance, to comply with the provisions of this

chapter.

Section 6.294.120. License Limited to License and

Location.

Any license issued under the provisions of this chapter shall

apply to a single licensee and to a single location only and

shall not be transferable to other locations or to other

persons.

Section 6.294.130. License Renewal.

Each license issued by the Director shall be valid for a

period of one year.

Section 6.194.140. Indemnification.

A. The Licensee shall indemnify and hold the City

harmless from any and all losses, claims, actions, or damages

suffered by any person or persons by reason of or resulting

-7-
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from any negligence of the Licensee or its agents, employees,

patrons or on account of any act or omission of the

mencement thereof,-defend the.same, at no cost and expense to

the City, and promptly satisfy any final judgment adverse to

the City or to the City and the Licensee jointly; Provided,

that'in-the event the City determines that one or more prin-

ciples of governmental or public law are involved, the City

retains the right to participate in such action. The above

liability shall not be diminished by the fact, if it be a

against the City, the Licensee shall, upon notice of the com.-

the Premises. In the event.any suit or action is brought

Licensee in its exercise of its license or use or occupancy

12 fact, that any such death, injury, damage, loss, cost,, or

13 1 expense may have been, or may be alleged to have been, contri-

23
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buted to by the negligence of the City or its officers,

employees, or agents; Provided, however, that nothing con-

tained in this Section shall be construed as requiring the

Licensee to indemnify the City against liability for damages

ising out of bodily injury to persons or damage to property

caused by or resulting from the sole negligence of the City or

its~officers, employees, or.agents.

B. As a condition precedent to obtaining a license,

the Licensee shall, at no expense to the City, secure and

maintain during the full term of this Agreement, general

comprehensive liability insurance issued by one or more com-

panies authorized to do business in the State of Washington,

which insurance shall be subject to the approval of the City

Attorney as to company, form, coverage, and which insurance

must fully protect the City from any and all claims and risks
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in connection with any activity performed by the Licensee by
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coverage:

virtue of this Agreement and provide the following minimum

a. $1,000,000 per person, per occurrence.

b. $1,000,000 annual aggregate.

Said policy must specifically name The City of Seattle as an

additional insured party thereunder in the following manner:

of the Director of Licenses and Consumer Affairs that the

Licensee has secured or renewed and is maintaining insurance

as required by this section.

The "ACORD" form of Certification of Insurance shall not be

submitted as such evidence, and shall not be deemed to be

"The City of Seattle is an additional insured
for all coverages provided by this policy of
insurance and shall be fully and completely pro-
tected by this policy and for any claim, suit,

injury, death, damage or loss of any sort
sustained by a person, organization or cor-
poration in connection with any activity upon or
use or occupancy of establishments regulated by
this section.

"The coverages provided by this policy to the

City or any other named insured shall not be
terminated, reduced, or otherwise changed in any
respect without providing at least thirty (30)

days prior written notice to The Director of

Licensing and Consumer Affairs of The City of
Seattle.

C. The Licensee shall deliver to the Director of

Licenses and Consumer Affairs of The City of Seattle a copy of

all policies required under this provision and all endorse-

ments thereto or other evidence to the reasonable satisfaction

satisfactory evidence unless the following changes are made on

such form:

The wording on the top of the form:

"This certificate is issued as a matter of infor-
mation only and confers no rights upon the cer-
tificate holder."

-9-
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shall be deleted in its entirety.

The wordingatthe bottom of the form:

"Should any of the above described policies be can-

celled before the expiration date thereof, the

issuing company will endeavor to mail thirty (30)

days written notice to the below named certificate

holder, but failure to-mail such notice shall impose
no obligation of any kind upon the company."

nShould any of the above described policies be can-
celled, reduced as to coverage, or otherwise changed
before the expiration date thereof, the issuing com-

pany shall..provide written notice of such action to

the Director of Licensing and Consumer Affairs of The

I I

City of Seattle.

D. The procuring of the insurance required by this

section shall not be construed to limit Licensee's liability

hereunder.

E. Licensee shall provide for the prompt and effi-

permanent office within.the corporate limits of Seattle.

.Section-6.294.-150. Authority of the Director.

cient handling of all claims for injury, death, damage or loss

arising out of the acts or omissions of Licensee during the

term of this section. Licensee agrees that all such claims,

whether processed by Licensee or its insurer, either directly

or by means-of an~agent, will be handled by a person with.a

The Director is authorized to:

21
1

Make rules for the interpretation and

2-5
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27
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implementation of this ordinance pursuant

to the Administrative Code;

Grant, renew, deny suspend or revoke

licenses according to the terms of this

chapter;
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3. Collect fees for the application or

transfer process according to the terms of

these chapters.

Section 6.294.160. Operating Without a License-Penalty.

Any person who shall conduct or operate a public

dance or public dance hall without a valid license

issued pursuant to this chapter shall be guilty of a

misdemeanor.

Section 2. Severability - Should any part of this Chapter

be adjudged invalid for any reason, such adjudication shall not

I

affect the validity of this chapter as a whole or any other

part thereof.
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(To he used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

Section... 2... This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provisions of the city charter.

Passed by the City Council the .......
~30~~

.... -day of ......................... JJ

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passa

-T- 1
,

.......... I ....... .......
1~.

............

Approved by me this ...
:3. ~ ~~'

...... day of..

6r

Filed by me this ......... ).!.7-
..... day of ... - ........

... .......... .. . .. I .. ...........Attest:. ...

I"

d.ty Comp tr oI ier and C ity Clerk.

............ I .............. ......
Wu'

(SEAL)

Published
..... -- ....... - ....... I .........................................

By ........

Deputy Clerk.

CS 8.1.9
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Section 6.294.050. Dance or Dance Hall Licenbe -

RtguiEed;~Exce2tions.

A. No person shall conduct or operate a publ," dance or

public dance hall unless the person who is 9 onducting or

operating.such public dance or public dancl;b, hall has obtained

a license:in accordance with the provisi;6ns of this chapter.

B. Exceptions.

11. A license is not require~d if the occupancy of

the dance hall is limited one hundred and fifty

or fewer persons.

21. A license is not required if the public dance is

sponsored by an accredi~'ed educational institution.

3:. A license is not iequired if the public dance is

s
.

ponsored by a nonproiit tax exempt organization,

c orporation or assoc lation recognized by the United

States of America ap exempt from federal income taxa-

tion pursuant to S/501(c)(1) or (3) of the internal

Revenue Code of 1,954, 26 U.S.C. 501 as now existing

or hereafter amended.

Section 6.294.055 License A22lication Requirements.

The person desiring to conduct and/or operate a public dance

shall be responsible f6r obtaining a public dance hall

license. Each applicint shall complete an application which

shall include the following information:

A. (1) The name and address of the applicant.

(2) I"The name and address of the operator of the

dance hal"I.

(3)'Y" The name and address of the owner of the

premisq~s upon which the dance hall is located.

,~4) An oath or affirmation that the information

listed is true under penalty of perjury.

-3-
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If the answers to .055(A)(l)-(3) involve an

unincorporated association, corporation or partnership, the

name of the unincorporated association, corporation or

partnership, and the names and addresses of the limited,,

partners,~partners, officers and directors thereof.

C. A statement of any and all measures/used to

insure that adequate traffic control and crowdp'rotection,

both within and without the premises, will be,~
,

maintained.

D. Proof of indemnification req9lired by Section

6.294.140.

E. A statement from the applicant that the premises

are in compliance with all City laws cluding, but not

limited to, building, zoning, plann~,hg and fire codes.

El. Such other informatio~n as the Director requires

by rule adopted pursuant to the kdministrative Code for the

health, safety and welfare of ptrsons attending dance hall

functions.

Section 6.294.060. Lice~nse - Denial of Application.

The Director shall deny a,,,,,iicense if:

A. The applicint has failed to comply with all

State, County and City/'laws which shall include, but is not

limited to, building,,", zoning, planning and fire codes.

B. The 14"censee or any of the licensee's officers,

directors, partner.'~, operators or any other person involved in

the operation of./the dance hall have:

Committed any act, which, if committed by

a li r-ensee, would be grounds for the suspension or

rev,bcation of a license or permit;

-4-

CS 19.2



I

2

3

4

C.

RCW 9A.44, 9A.64, 69.50 or 9A.88 within'the last
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2. Been convicted of:

(a) A felony involving a crime of violence

as defined in RCW 9.41.010 or any felony under

5 years.

(b) Contributing to the dependency or
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delinquency of a minor.

conduct, or assault on a 3111uvenile
j

(c) A crime involvi
~'

n,g prostitution, lewd

last 5 years.

within the

The applicant has been/refused a license or

had a license revoked under the pr,,~visions of this chapter;

provided, 'however, that any appl4cant denied a license may

reapply if the basis for such enial no longer exists.

Section 6.294.070.

Grounds.

A license

applicant

icerise--Susp ion or Revocationens:

i

may be suspendeO
i

or revoked upon a finding that any
Y

or licensee, pr any owner, officer or agent thereof:

IA. Has omitted to disclose any material fact in thel

/
/

I

application for a lig-ense; or

BI. KnowiOgly has made any false statement or given

any false:informat-lon in connection with an application for a

license or a renowal of a license; or

C. I~iiowingly has failed to remove from the dance

premises any person who appears to be under the influence of

or affected
;

by the use of alcohol and/or drugs or whose con-

duct poses,,,'a' physical danger to the safety of others present;

or

or

Violated any of the provisions of this chapter;

-5-
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E. Committed any act which is a ground for denial ofl

a license.

Section 6.294.080. Hours of Operation :__Age

Restrictions - Penalty.

A. No person conducting a public dance or person

maintaining a public dance hall.shall allow perp.6ns under the

age of sixteen to enter or remain on the,premlies without a

parent or.legal guardian present.

No person conducting or operAting a public dance

or public:dance hall shall allow person~,,-'under the age of

eighteen to enter or remain on the premises without a parent

or legal guardian after 2:00 a.m.

C. Every person who knowIngly or recklessly shall

allow a person to enter or remairVin violation of this

section shall be guilty of a mi,,6demeanor. It is the respon-

sibility of the person cond ucting and/or operating a public

dance to require identificablon showing the age of each person7-

admitted.

D'. Any person/under the age of eighteen years who

shall by a
I

ffirmative miirepresentation of age obtain admission

to or permission to r0main in any public dance

this chapter shall bb guilty of a misdemeanor.
"

7

Section 6.294.090. Readmission Fee.

No person conductIng or

dance hall. shali permit

in violation
of!

operating a public dance or public

any person, other than an employee,

leave theldan6- or dance hall and return unless that person

pays a readmission fee equal to, or greater than,

original p~,Ice of admission.
f
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Section 6.294.100. Access - Peace Officer - Director.

All peace officers of The City of Seattle and/or the,birector

shall have free access to public dances and dance,halls when

dance is being conducted for the purpose of insple'ction and to

enforce compliance with the provisions of thig ordinance.

Section 6.294.105. Fees.

The fee for a public dance hall license qhall be One Hundred

Twenty Dollars.

Section 6.294.110. Licensing - R6troactiiiix.

All licenses issued prior to the effective date of the

ordinance codified herein shall entitle the holder of such

license a.,period of thirty-five ~days, following the effective

date of the ordinance, to
comp~'_y

with the provisions of this

chapter.

Section 6.294.120. LicOnse Limited to License and

Location.

Any license issued undei;," the provisions of this chapter shall

apply to single lice~see and to a single location only and

shall not be transf0able to other locations or to other

persons.

Section 6.294,,~130. License - Renewal.
20
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Each license is ed by the Director shall be valid for a

period of.one year.

Section 6;~.194.140. Indemnification.

A./ The Licensee shall indemnify and hold the City

harmless ftom any and all losses, claims, actions, or damages

suffered,;by any person or persons by reason of or resulting

from ani negligence of the Licensee or its agents, employees,

or pations. or on account of any act or omission of the

-7-
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Licensee in its exercise of its license or use or occupancy',of

the Premises. In the event any suit or action is brought/
/

against the City, the Licensee shall, upon notice of t e Com-

mencement,thereof, defend the same, at no cost and "pense to

the City, and promptly satisfy any final judgment,1/;adverse to

the City or to the City and the Licensee joint, Provided,

that in the event the City determines that oTY'e or more prin-

ciples of,governmental or public law are io'volved, the City

retains the right to participate in such/action. The above

liability,shall not be diminished by t)~e fact, if it be a

fact, that any such death, injury, d,

"-

mage, loss, cost, or

expense may have been, or may be a leged to have been, contri-

buted to by the negligence of th~~ City or its officers,

employees,i or agents; Provideili however, that nothing con-

tained in.this Section shall,."6e construed as requiring the

Licensee to indemnify the q1ty against liability for damages

arising out of bodily
in:'!~ry

to persons or damage to property

caused by or resulting from the sole negligence of the Cil-y or

its officers, employeeb, or agents.
f

Y
B. As a c4ndition precedent to obtaining a license,

the Licensee shall,/at no expense to the City, secure and

maintain during tfi~ full term of this Agreement, general

comprehensive li,
I bilitv insurance issued by one or more com-

panies authoriZM'to do business in the State of Washington,
J,

which insUrance/,shall be subject to the approval of the City

Attorney as tb'company, form, coverage, and which insurance

must fully
-

r-otect the City from any and all claims and risks

in connect,V.6n with any activity performed by the Licensee by

virtue of.this Agreement and provide the following minimum

coverage",;

-8-
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a. $1,000,000 per person, per occurrence.

b. $1,000,000 annual aggregate.

Said policy must specifically name The City of Seattle as an-~

additional insured party thereunder in the following man4,e'r:

"The City of Seattle is an additional insured
for all coverages provided by this policy of/"

i
:

nsurance and shall be fully and completely",pro-
tected by this policy and for any claim,

'
~duit,

injury, death, damage or loss of any sor,_If

sustained by a person, organization or...,cor-

poration in connection with any act'""I",ty upon or
Use or occupancy of establishments r,egulated by
this section.

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17
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20

21

22
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24

25

26

27

28

f

":The coverages provided by this p61icy to the
City or any other named insured Ahall not be

I

terminated, reduced, or otherwi.4~e changed in any
respect without providing at ,'ast thirty (30)
days prior written notice to The Director of
Licensing and Consumer Affa~r`s of The City of
Seattle.

C. The Licensee shall deliver to the Director of

Licenses and Consumer Affairs of "The City of Seattle a copy of

all policies required under thti provision and all endorse-

ments ther:eto or other evidenp~e to the reasonable satisfaction!

of the Diriector of Licensesi,and Consumer Affairs that the

Licensee has secured or rl~Aewed and is maintaining insurance

as required by this sectlion.

The "ACORP" form of W~ification of insurance shall not be
I

submitted~,as such eviAence, and shall not be deemed to be

satisfactory eviden6e unless the following changes are made on

such form..

The wording ~n the t02 Of the form:

"This.cert~ficate is issued as a matter of infor-
mation, on1l'y and confers no rights upon the cer-
tificate/holder.'a

shall be de,,Ieted in its entirety.

-9-
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"Should any of the above described policies be can-
celled before the expiration date thereof, the
issuing company will endeavor to mail thirty (30)
days written notice to the below named certificate
holder, but failure to mail such notice shall impose,.,-'

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
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24
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26
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28

Ma~..~ rules for the interpretation and

iiplementation of this ordinance pursuant

the Administrative Code;

2./ Grant, renew, deny suspend or revoke

licenses according to the terms of this

chapter;

Collect fees for the application or

transfer process according to the terms o

these chapters.

_10-

CS 19.2

LIU Ili gat on of any

shall be changed to read:

"Should any of the above described policies b,,4' can-
celled, reduced as to coverage, or otberwis

;,

changed
before the expiration date thereof, the issz,"Ing com-
pany s

:

hall provide written notice of such/~ action to
the Director of Licensing and Consumer Affairs of The
City of Seattle.

~1
1~

D. The procuring of the insurance required by this

section shall not be construed to limit/Licensee's liability

hereunder.

El. Licensee shall provid,"for the prompt and effi-

cient handling of all claims for i.Mury, death, damage or loss

j

I

arising out of the acts or omissV6ns of Licensee during the

term of th,is section. Licensee~,/ agrees that all such claims,

whether processed by Licensee"'Or its insurer, either directly

or by means of an agent, will be handled by a person with a
f

permanentloffice within tho'!corporate limits of Seattle.

Section 6.294.150. Au.thority of the Director.
7

The Direc tor is authorized to:



Section 6.294.160. 012eratinq Without a License' Penalty.

Any person who shall conduct or operat 51.,"a public

dance or public dance hall without
a/'.

valid license

issued pursuant to this chapter sh?-11 be guilty of a

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
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I

AN ORDINA'NC7 relating to the licensing and regulation of dance
ball's that admit persons under the age of, eighteen; pro-
V 'd i

i;,r
nI Ing Y,,iinimum age restrict, requ' "'g a license for

)eration; provid-ing for non,,compliance; and

6

7

8

10

adding a new chapter 6.294 to the Se~kttle municipal Code.

BE IT 10RDAITUD BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE S FOLLOWS:

Section There is added to th6 Seattle Municipal Code a

Section 6.294.010. 2PHL2--_,se-6f Chapter.

This chapter': is an exercise oti' police power for the protection

of the public welfare, healtl~, and safety of those children

that attend and patronize 4ance halls. The City Council

12 hereby finds and declareq~ that the pervasive problems of

13 runaway children, drug,Abuse and abuse of children are

14

15

16

17

18

19

problems of such magnIltude that they are a matter of City

concern and are contkibuted to by unregulated dance halls; as

such this chapter S'hall regulate dance halls that admit per-

sons under the ag# of eighteen.

Section 6.274.020. Construction 2f Sj~e~r--_Election of

Other Remedies,41

The provisio~; of this chapter shall be construed liberallyIS

20 9 for the accc(mplishment of the ur 4_1~1 C
nOLhing con-

21 tained in
/

fhis chapter shall be deemed to repeal or modify any

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

of the p-lvls'ions of any other law of the municipal code

relat'ing to dance halls or licensing.

Se4tion 6.294.030. Conflict - Applicable Chapter.

This 4apteriis subject to the general provisions of the New

Lice~se Code, Chapter 6.202. In the event of a conflict

be4een thisIchapter and Chapter 6.202 the provisions of this

chk~ter shall apply.

CS 19.2



Section 6.294.040. Definitions.
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27

28

requires oth6rwise the following definitions are adopted:

For the purpose of this chapter and unless the context plainly

public and which permits the entry of any persons under the

age of eighteen years and which:

1. Is held and conducted for a profit, dL-rect or

"Public dance" means any dance that is open to the

2. Requires a monetary payment or/" contribution from

any of the persons admitted.

B. "Public dance hall" means any'place where a public

dance is conducted, operated or maixitained and includes the

premises in which the public dan is conducted, operated or

maintained including but not 1~Aited to all parking areas,

hallways, bathrooms and all at1joining areas on the premises

accessible to the public duiring the dance.

C. "Person" includes' any natural person and, in

addition, a corporatione~partnership or an unincorporated

!1 association.

D. "Director" ~ieans the Director of Licenses and

Consumer Affairs of,~'The City of Seattle or his or her

authorized representative.

E. "Departient" means the Department of Licenses and

Consumer Affairs of The City of Seattle.

F. "Knovingly" shall have the definition set forth in

SMC S 12A.0#A30(B).

7

G. "~ecklessly" shall have the definition set forth in

SMC S 12A,;.04~030(C).

-2-
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3
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I I

12

13

14
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16
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19

20

21

22

23

Section 6.294.050.

Itluirtd; Exceptions.

Dance or Dance Hall License

No person shall conduct or operate a public dance or

public dance:hall unless the person who is conducting or,

operating such public dance or public dance hall has/6btained

a license in,accordance with the provisions of this"chapter.

Excek!~Lons-

1. A license is not required if the,,". occupancy of

the dance hall is limited to one huhdred and fifty

persons. YY

2. A license is not required...-if the public dance is

sponsored by an accredited edilcational institution.

Section 6.204.055 License APP..-Iication - RtaHjE~!~.
The person desiring to conduct and/or operate a public dance

shall be responsible for obtaini~g a public dance hall

license. Each applicant shall.6omplete an application which

shall include the following i"ormation:

A. (1) The name`,r6nd address of the applicant.

(2) The
nam-,P and address of the operator of the

dance hall.

(3) The Oame and address of the owner of the

premises upor)/which the dance hall is located.

B. the answers to .030(l) (a)-(c) involve an

unincorporated assarbiation, corporation or partnership, the

name of the unine 6rporated association, corporation or

partnership,:and"the names and addresses of the limited

24 partners, part,ners, officers and directors thereof.

.-- 11

26

27

CS 19.2



2

3

4

6

7

9

C. A statement of any and all measures used to

insure that adequate traffic control and crowd protection,

both within and immediately without the premises, will be

maintained.

6.294.140.

D. Proof of indemnification required by S`6ction

I

E. A statement from the applicant thati the premises

are in compliance with all City laws including-',~` but not

limited to, building, zoning, planning and fire codes.

I

Such other information as tbll,~ Director requires

:! by rule adopted pursuant to the Administr-'tive Code to ensure10
ii

.a

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

2. een convicted of-.

(a) A felony involving a crime of violence

upon a minor or any felony under RCW 9A.44, 9A.64

o~r 9A.88 within the last 5 years.
I

(b) Contributing to the dependency or

delinquency of a minor.

-4-
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the health, safety and welfare of perso.ns attending dance hall

Section 6.294.060. License - Debial of Application.

The Director~shall deny a license Af:

A. The applicant has failed to comply with all

State, County and City laws whi,.,~h shall include, but is not

limited to, building, zoning,,,"planning and fire codes.

a. The licensee Qt, any of the licensee's officers,

directors, partners, operators or any other person involved in

the operation of the danc~O' hall have:

Comm~/~ted any act, which, if committed by

a licensee, w6uld be grounds for the suspension or

revocation of a license or permit;



2

3

4

5

8

9

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

(c) A crime involving prostitution, lewd

conduct, or assault on a juvenile within the

last 5 years.

C. The applicant has been refused a license or

had a license revoked under the provisions of this chapter;

provided, however, that any applicant denied a license may

reapply if the basis for such denial no longer e;5fsts.

Section 6.294.070. License--Suspension or/kevocation -

Grounds.

A license may be suspended or revoked upork,/a finding,that any

applicant or. licensee, or any owner, off~cer or agent thereof:

A. Has omitted to disclose Any material fact in the

application for a license; or

Knowingly has made a" false statement or given

any false information in connecti.,on with an application for a

license or a renewal of a licen~e; or

C. Knowingly has f~riled to remove from the dance

premises any person who appe~Ars to be under the influence of

17 or affected by the use of ~Icohol and/or drugs or whose con-

18 duct poses a~physical da ~er to the safety of others present;

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

or

D. Violatedlany of the provisions of this chapter;

or

E. Committed any act which is a ground for denial of

a license.

Section 6.29~4.080. Hours of Operation - 1ge Restrictions

- P e nsLtz.

A. i No person conducting a public dance or person

maintaining"-'
I

a public dance hall shall allow persons under the

age of si~vtieen to enter or remain on the premises without a

parent oX legal guardian present.

-5-
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B. No person conducting or operating a public dance

or public dance hall shall allow persons under the age of

eighteen to enter or remain on the premises without a parent
i

or legal guardian after 2;00 a.m.

remain in violation of,'tbis

section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. It is the respon-

sibility of the person conducting and/or ope~.,-tting a public

dance to check the identificalll---ion of each person admitted.

Any person under the age o~f eighteen years who

shall by affirmative misrepresentation' of age obtain admission

to or permission to remain in any pt~,blic dance in violation of

this chapter.shall be guilty of a,M'isdemeanor.

Section 6.294.090. Readmiss.,ion Fee.

No person conducting or operati.,
,

ng a public dance or public

dance hall shall permit any person, other than an employee, to

leave the dance or dance ba,,tl and return unless that person

pays a readmission fee eq4'al to, or greater than, one-half the

original price of admisslon.

11Section 6.294.10O."Access - Peace Officer - Director.

All peace officers of,.,"Tbe City of Seattle and/or the Director

shall have free acce(ss to public dances and dance balls when a

dance is being con~~ucted for the purpose of inspection and to

enforce complianp'e with the provisions of this ordinance.
I

Section 6.2-.64.105. Fees.

The fee for a
i

epublic dance hall license shall be

Section ;6.294.110. Licensing - Retroactiv-ity.

All licensels issued prior to the effective date of the

ordinancej
I

codified herein shall entitle the holder of such

license,~ period of thirty-five days, following the effective

date ofl/ the 01 rdinance, to comply witb the provisions of this

chaptek

-6-

C. Every person who knowingly or recklesqXy shall
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Section 6.294.120. License Limited to License and
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Location.

Any license issued under the provisions of this chapter shall

apply to a single licensee and to a single location only and

shall not be transferable to other locations or to other

persons.

Section 6.294.130. License - Renewal.

Each license issued by the Director shall be vai
X

id for a

period of one year.

Section 6.194.140.

The Licensee shall indemi),iffy and hold the City

harmless from any and all losses, claims, actions, or damages

suffered by any person or persons reason of or resulting

from any negligence of the Licen%~6e or its agents, employees,

or patrons or on account of any,~,"'act or omission of the

Licensee in its exercise of ~ks license or use or occupancy of

the Premises. In the event/ 1
1
~

1

any suit or action is brought

against the City, the Liai~nsee shall, upon notice of the com-

mencement thereof, defend the same, at no cost and expense to

the City, and promptl~y. satisfy any final judgment adverse to

the City or to the C'. ity and the Licensee jointly; Provided,

that in the event,,Athe City determines that one or more prin-

ciples of goverrM..ental or public law are involved, the City

retains the ri,6ht to participate in such action. The above

liability sh#11 not be diminished by the fact, if it be a

fact, that.ktny such death, injury, damage, loss, cost, or

expense m~iy have been, or may be alleged to have been, contri-

buted tWby the negligence of the City or its officers,

employees, or agents; Provided, however, that nothing con-

C5 19.2



I

2

4

5

6

7

9

10

I I

12

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

tained in this Section shall be construed as requiring the

Licensee to indemnify the City against liability for damages

arising out of bodily injury to persons or damage to property

caused by or,resulting from the sole negligence of th-'-,"'City or

its officers, employees, or agents.

B. As a condition precedent to obtain,ing a license,

the Licensee.shall, at no expense to the City,,'secure and

maintain during the full term of this Agree7l
I

ent, general

I

comprehensive liability insurance issued )iy one or more com-

panies authorized to do business in the/'State of Washington,

which insurance shall be subject to the approval of the City

Attorney as to company, form, coverage, and which insurance

must fully protect the City from #ny and all claims and risks

in connection with any activity performed by the Licensee by

virtue of this Agreement and &amp;ovide the following minimum

coverage:

a. $1,000,000 perl~person, per occurrence.
J

b. $1,000,000 arrhual aggregate.

Said policy must specifioally name The City of Seattle as an

additional insured part~~ thereunder in the following manner:

"The City of eattle is an additional insured/S
for~all coverages provided by this policy of
insurance arid shall be fully and completely pro-
tected by this policy and for any claim, suit,
iniury, de4th, damage or loss of any sort
sustained

I
/by a person, organization or cor

poration/ in connection wi,-,$,-.-h any activity upon or
use~or 9~ccupancy of establishments regulated by
this se,41--tion.

"The Ooverages provided by this policy to the
City,-,or any other named insured shall not be

terminated, reduced, or otherwise changed in any
respect without providing at least thirty (30)
da prior written notice to The Director of
L ensing and Consumer Affairs of The City of
Seattle.

CS 19.2
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The Licensee shall deliver to the Director of

Licenses and'Consumer Affairs of The City of Seattle a copy of

all policies,required under this provision and all endorse-

ments thereto or other evidence to the reasonable satisfaction

of the Director of Licenses and Consumer Affairs that the

Licensee has secured or renewed and is maintaining i.nsurance

as required by this section.

The "ACORD" form of Certification of Insurance
~z

hall not be

submitted as:such evidence, and shall not be/
-

deemed to be

satisfactory:evidence unless the followin
1,

'changes are made on

such form:

The wording on the_.~M of- th e ___f o r i:

"This certificate is issued as,.~ matter of infor-
mation only and confers no rig)its upon the cer-
tif icate: holder."

shall be deleted in its entireti.

I

The wording at the bottom,,"bf the form:

"Should any of the above;.'
I described policies be can-

celled before the expir,4tion date thereof, the
issuing c:ompany will e~ideavor to mail thirty (30)
days written notice t9"the below named certificate
holder, but failure to' mail such notice shall impose
no obligation of any./kind upon the company."

shall be changed to reab:

"Should any of th4 above described policies be can-
celledf reduced ~s to coverage, or otherwise changed
before the expiration date thereof, the issuing com-
pany shall provIde written notice of such action to
the Director 0, Licensing and Consumer Affairs of The
City of Seattle.

D.
T,~e

procuring of the insurance required by this

section shall
-,?hot

be construed to limit Licensee's liability

hereunder.

El~ Licensee shall provide for the prompt and effi-

cient banialing of all claims for injury, death, damage or loss

a,-ising,70 ut of the acts or omissions of Licensee during the

-9-
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term of this:section. Licensee agrees that all such claims,

whether processed by Licensee or its insurer, either directly

or by means of an agent, will be handled by a person with a

permanent office in the Seattle area.

Section .6.294.150. Authority of the Director.

A. The Director is authorized to:

Make rules for the interpretatipt
,

and

implementation of this ordinance pursuant

to the Administrative Code,"'

Grant, renew, deny susp~nd or revoke

licenses according tq-" the terms of this

chapter;

Collect fees for/"the application or

transfer proce."as according to the terms of

these chapte~ks.
,Y

-10-
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(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

Section
....

2... This ordinance shall take effect and be jn~ force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provisions of the city charter.

Passed bv the City Council the.
........

of ........................
I.J. QA

.
........ ........................

and signed by me in open session in authentiiation of its passage this
........ .........

Qlt~
.................... day of

...... ......
.............. ...............

1985. ...... I ....... ............. - ............ ; ........ ....... - ................ .........

President
..........................

of the City Council.

,e

Approved by me this ........... i.ifday of
~ ....................................... ....................

19

.................. ....... ............
............... ........

Mayor.

Filed by me this .... ...............
"...day of ...... ......... ...................... .................

19

(SEAL)

Published ....................... -

Attest: ................ - ........................................................

City Comptroller and City Clerk.

By ........
.........................................................................

Deputy Clerk.

ca 0.116



aAffidavit of Publication

STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COUNTY-SS.

The undersigned, on oath states that be is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce,
a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper
of general circulation and it is now and has been for more
than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter
refered to, published in the English language continuously
as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington,
and it is now and during all of said time was printed in an
office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of
this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the
12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper by
the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in

regular issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was
regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below

stated period. The annexed notice, a
--------------- - ------------------------

Ordinance No. 112373
............................ ---- --------------------- ..........................

-----------------------------------

............................................... ---- ...... ------------ .............. - ----- -- ----------------

was published on . .......... ...
1,1985

...... ------

---------------------------------------------- -1.- ..................
----------------

. .................................. .........

Subscribed and sworn to before me on
August 1, 1985

......... . ............. ........................... ...............

7/-
-------------------

............... ................. .... ................ ------- ..............

.~.-otary
Public for the State of Washington,

residing in Seattle.
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