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ORDINANCE 444 458

AN ORDINANCE relating to noise control, amending Seattle Municipal Code
Chapter 25.08 by adding Sections 25.08.425 and 25.08.535 to regulate
noise caused by construction and egquipment. operations, and amending
Section 25.08.530 (Ordinance 106360, Section 601, as last amended by
Ordinance 110047, Section 3), Section 25.08.540 {Ordinance 106360,
Section 602, as last amended by Ordinance 108498, Section 1), and
Section 25.08.080 (Ordinance 106360, Section 204}.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. There is added to Chapter 25.08 of the Seattle Municipal
Code a new section as follows:

Section 25.08.425. Construction and Equipment Operations.

A. The maximum permissible sound levels established by Section
25.08.410 and 25.08.420, as measured from the real property of another per-
son or at a distance of 50 feet from the equipment, whichever is greater,
may be exceeded by no more than the following dB(A)s for the following
types of equipment:

1. 25 dB(A) for equipment on construction sites, including but not
iimited to crawlers, tractors, dozers, rotary drill and augers, loaders,
power shovels, cranes, derricks, graders, off-highway trucks, ditchers,
trenchers, compactors, compressors, and pneumatic powered equipment;

2. 20 dB{A) for portable powered eguipment used in temporary loca-
tions in support of construction activities or used in the maintenance of
public facilities, including but not limited to chain saws, log chippers,
lawn and garden maintenance equipment, and powered hand tools; or

3. 15 dB{(A) for powered equipment used in temporary or periodic mainA
tenance or repair of the grounds and appurtenances of residential property,

including but not limited to lawn mowers, powered hand tools, snow-removal

equipment, and composters,

Cs i18.2
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B. Sounds created by impact types of construction equipment, includ-
ing but not limited to pavement breakers, pile drivers, jack hammers, sand
blasting tools, or by other types of equipment or devices which create im-
pulse noise or impact noise or are used as impact equipment, as measured at
the property line or 50 feet from the equipment, whichever is greater, may
exceed the maximum permissible sound levels established in Subsection A of
this section in any one hour period between the hours of eight a.m. and
five p.m. on weekdays and nine a.m. and five p.m. on weekends, but in no
event to exceed the following:

1. Leg 90 dB{A} continucusly;

2. Leg 93 dB{A) for 30 minutes;

3. Leqg 96 dB(A} for 15 minutes; or

4. Leg 99 dB9(A) for 7.5 minutes; provided that
sound levels in excess of Leg 99 dB{A) are prohibited unless authorized by
variance obtained from the administrator; and provided further that sources
producing sound levels less than 90 dB{A} shall comply with subsection A of
this section during those hours not covered by this subsection B.

The standard of measurement shall be a one (1) hour Leq. Leg may be
measured for times not less than one (1) minute to project an hourly Leq.
Reference to one (1) hour is for measurement purposes only and shall not be
construed as limiting construction to a one {1) hour period.

These subsections A and B shall be reviewed periodically by the City to
assure that the sound level limits are technically feasible.

C. The maximum permissible sound levels established in subsection B
of this Section may be increased by 5dB{A} when sound levels are measured
with an impulse scund level meter operated consistently with Section

25.08.680.

Cs 18.2
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D. Construction activity that exceeds the maximum permissible sound
levels established by Section 25.08.410, when measured from the interior of
buildings within a commercial district, is prohibited between the hours of
gight a.m. and five p.m. For purposes of this subsection D interior sound
Tevels shall be measured only after every reasonable effort, including but
not limited to closing windows and doors, is taken to reduce the impact of
the exterior construction noise.

Section 2. Section 25.08.530 of the Seattle Municipal Code {Ordinance
106360, Section 601, as as amended by Ordinance 110047, Section 3} is
amended as follows:

25.08.530 Sounds Exempt at all Times.

A. The following sounds are exempt from the provisions of this
chapter at all times:

1. Sounds originating from aircraft in flight, and sounds which ori-
ginate at airports and are directly related to flight operations;

2. Sounds created by safety and protective devices such as relief
valves, where noise suppression would defeat the safety release intent of
the device;

3. Sounds created by fire alarms;

4. Sounds created by emergency equipment and emergency work necessary
in the interests of law enforcement or of the health, safety or welfare of
the community;

5. Sounds created by the discharge of firearms in the course of
tawful hunting activities;

6. Sounds created by natural phenomena;

7. Sounds originating from forest harvesting and silvi-culture acii-
vity and from commercial agriculture, if the receiving property is Tocated
in a commercial or industrial district of the City;

8. Sounds created by auxiliary equipment on motor vehicles used for
{ (irtghway}) maintenance;

9. Sounds created by warning devices or alarms not operated con-
tinuously for more than thirty minutes per incident;

-3
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10, Sounds created in accordance with the terms of a valid permit to

operate a solid waste disposal site issued by the Seattle-King County

Department of Public Health; and

Section 3. There is added to Chapter 25.08 of the Seattle Municipal

Code a new section as follows:

Section 25.08.535 Sounds Exemptions for Pfior Construction Projects.

Sounds created by equipment used in any construction project for which
the call for bids has commenced prior to the effective date of this ordi-
nance are exempt from the provisions of this chapter:

A. If the receiving property is located in a nonresidential district
of the City; or

B. If, between the hours of seven a.m. and ten p.m. on weekdays and
between the hours of nine a.m. and ten p.m. on weekends, the receiving pro-
perty is located in a residential district of the City.

Section 4. Chapter 25.08.540 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance
106360, Section 602, as last amended by Ordinance 108498, Section 1) is
amended as follows:

25.08.540. Sounds Exempt During Daytime Hours - Generally.

A. The following sounds are exempt from the provisions of this
chapter between the hours of seven a.m. and ten p.m. on weekdays and be-
tween the hours of nine a.m. and ten p.m. on weekends:

]

CcsS 18.2
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1. Sounds created by bells, chimes, or carillons not operating for
more than five minutes in any one hour;

2. Sounds originating from officially sanctioned parades and other
public events;

3. Sounds created by the discharge of firearms on legally established
shooting ranges;

4. Sounds created by blasting; and

5. Sounds originating from forest harvesting and silvi-culture activ-
ity and from commercial agriculture if the receiving property is located in
a residential district of {(Kimng—€eunty)) the City. The Administrator is
authorized to promulgate regulations which extend the hours during which
this exemption is in effect to conform with operating hours designated by
the Washington State Department of Natural Resources in directing an offi-

cial fire closure.

Section 5. Section 25.08.080 of the Seattle Municipal Code (Ordinance

106360, Section 204) is amended as follows:
-5
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25.08.080 CLonstruction.

"Construction® means any site preparation, assembly, erection, demoli-
tion, substantial repair, maintenance, alteration, or similar action for or
of public or private rights-of-way, structures, utilities, or similar

property.

CcSs 19.2




) ('; oe used ‘for' ali Ordinances except Eme. .::,\cy.)
Sectwn...su This ordinance shall take efect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and R

_ approval; if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the
pmvzsmm of the city charter,

Passed by the City Councii the...... §3mday of@%ﬁ‘mb@q ....................... s 1933, o

. and srgned by me in open session in authemhcatmn of its passage tht&/’“‘"\a@m .................... day of
T T RDELERIDRE ‘

Approved by me this.......
i
Filed by me this.......... i btﬂ _day of... D@C@m\a@ﬁ
(SEAL}) .
Publis}}ed B S &, SO S

.....................................................................

Beputy Clerk

€58 8.1.8



Seattle - King County/DEPARTMENT‘ or PusLic HeaLTn
400 Yesier Way Seattle, Washington 98104 (208} 825-2161

JESSE W. TAPP, MR.D., M.P.H.
Director of Public Heaith

May 19, 1983

The Honorable Jeanette Williams
President, Seattle City Council
11th Floor, Municipal Building

Dear Ms. Williams:

The Department of Public Health recommends adoption of the enclosed ordinance
which is an amendment to Seattle Municipal Code 25.08 relating to sounds made by
construction operation, maintenance of public facilities, and repair and
maintenance of public or residential properties.

Section 1 integrates construction into Seattle Municipal Code 25.08 by allowing
greater sound levels for major constructicn projects and higher sound levels for
routine wmaintenance and repair. The lavels vary according to zoning.
Construction at night would be required to conform to a lower nighttime sound
tevel as currently noted 1in Seattlie Hunicipal Code 25.08. Also included in
Section 1 is a discussion of impulse or impact equipment requiring sound ltevels
measured on a average basis - noted here as an lLeg. This allows measurement of
such equipment as pile drivers or pavement breakers which have a different sound
character then normal construction eguipment. Since Tittle is known about the
health effects of impulse equipment and alsc since little research has been done
as to the technical ability of the industry to comply with the noted sound
tevels, a portion of this section includes a vrequirement that the Health
Department review this section toc determine that the sound level limits are
technically feasible. Section 1 alsc includes a reguirement that buildings in
the area where construction activity is taking place be protected from the
exterior noise. This 1is in attempt tTo recognize that, especially in the
downtown core area of Seattle, an effort should be made to reduce the interior
sound levels of adjacent buildings by things such as closing windows and using
other sound attenuating measures to avoid unduly exposing the workers to
excessive noise,

Section 2 adds control of solid waste disposal sites to Seattle Municipal Code
25.08 by exempting them at all times so long as they have a valid permit issued
by the Seattie-King County Department of Public Health. It also recognizes that
if a call for bid has commenced prior to the effective date of the ordinance
that the subject construction project for which a call for bid has commenced
shall not be affected by the proposed ordinance.

District Service Centers:

CENTRAL NORTH ) COLUMBIA HEALTH CENTER SOUTHWEST EAST SOUTHEAST
1500 Public Safety 8ldg. 10501 Meridian Ave. N. 3722 Hudson 10820 8th Ave. SW. 2424 156th Ave. N.E. Renton

Seattle 98104 Seattle 98133 Seattle 98118 Seattie 98146 Bellevue 98007 3001 N.E. 4th St.
625-5536 363-4765 625-5151 244-6400 885-1278 gzegg%ne 88056
Environmental Heaith Services

172 20th Ave. Auburn

Seattle 98122 20 Auburm Ave.

Auburn 98002
625-2763 852-8400



The Honorable Jeanette Williams
May 19, 1983
Page Two

Section 3 is a housekeeping section that eliminates many of the unnecessary
parts of Seattle Municipal Code 25.08.

Section 4 adds to 25.08.080 the word maintenance to the definition of
constructicon.

The preparation of the ordinance involved meeting with interested City agencies
and industrial organizations. The Board of Public Works, the Parks Department,
the Department of Administrative Services, City Light, the Water Department, and
the Engineering Department were the City departments contacted. The industry
organizations 1invited were Puget Power, General Telephone, Washington Natural
Gas, Cascade WNatural Gas, Mechanical Contractors Association, Association of
General Contractors and the Master Builders Association. Those organizations
attending were Howard S. Wright Co., Associated General Contractors, Star
Rentals, Inc., and Peter Kewitt Co. The various concerns expressed by both
groups have been incorporated in this ordinance and we see no major impact on
either the City organizations or the industry organizations.

In conclusion, this ordinance is essentially the same as the ordinance submitted
te the City Council in late 1978, with the exception of the inclusion of impact
or impulse eguipment.

Sincerely,

Im-

g5se W. Tapp

JuT:chg
Att.
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Section...2... This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and
appxovai, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become 2 law under the
provisions of the city charter. Y
Passed by the City Council the.............. y , ......
and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this
7
............................................................................ /18
Approved by me this............... }fay OF o e, ,
af
f
I
Filed byme this.................. day OF e
./ City Comptroller and City Clerk.
(SEAL) 7
? ,{; By,‘\.\\\ ...........................................
Published................... e \ Deputy Clerk.
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City of Seattle

Executive Department-Office of Management and Budget

Gary Zarker, Director i ﬁ
Charles Rover, Mayor @@Q) %S
June i, 1983 /%/
(Q./

The Honorable Douglas Jewett
City Attorney
City of Seattle

Dear Mr. Jewett:

The Mayor is proposing to the City Council that the enclosed legislation be adopted.

REQUESTING
DEPARTMENT:  Health Department

SUBJECT: Legislation to Amend the Noise Ordinance

Pursuant to the City Council's S.O.P. 100-014, the Executive Department is forwarding
this request for legislation directly to your office for review and drafting.

After reviewing this request and drafting appropriate legislation:

( X) File the legislation with the City Clerk for formal introduction to the City
Council as an Executive Request.

{ '} Do not file with City Council but return the proposed legisiation to OMB for
our review. Return to

Sincerely,

Charles Royer
Mayor

By

GARY ZARKER
Budget Director
GZ/gwc/fb

Enclosure

cc: Jesse W. Tapp, Director, Health Department

Office of Management and Budget 300 Municipal Bullding Seattle Washington 88104 (206} 625-2551 An equal opporiunity emplover
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Seattie~King Ceunty//DEPARTMENT_OF Puslic HeaLtn
400 Yesier Way Seattie, Washington 98104 (206) 625-2181

iy )
523701
JESSE W. TAPP, M.D., M.P.H.
Diractor of Public Heaith

May 17, 1983

Gary Zarker, Director

O0ffice of Management and Budget

200 Municipal Building

Attention: Germaine Covington

Dear Mr. Zarker:

Enclosed you will find draft legislation to amend the Noise Ordinance to regulate
sounds created by construction activities. This legislation has been reviewed by
the various affected City departments, the interested industry representatives,
and the Public Safety and Health Committee of the Seattle City Council.

Also enclosed please find a cover letter to the President of the City Council
explaining the ordinance and SOP 100-014.

If you require additional information, please contact Curt Horner at 587-2722.

SincereTy, o

e dedse W. Tapp ”

JWT:chb
Enc.
District Service Centers:
CENTRAL NORTH COLUMBIA HEALTH CENTER SOUTHWEST EAST SOUTHEAST
1500 Public Safety Bidg. 10501 Meridian Ave. N. 3722 Hudson 10820 8th Ave. SW. 2424 156th Ave. N.E. Renton
Seattle 98104 Seattie 98133 Seattie 98118 Seattle 98146 Bellevue 38007 3001 N.E. 4th St.
625-5536 363-4765 625-5151 244-8400 885-1278 ggeéﬂzoaré 88056

2

Seattle 98122 uburn Ave.
Auburn 38002

625-2763 852-8400

gnvironmentai Health Services



S0P 100-014
REQUEST FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Section 1. An Ordinance relating to the Public Health Department, Noise
Control, amending Chapter 25.08 of the Seattie Municipal Code by
adding Section 25.08.425 to regulate noise caused by construction
and eguipment operation and amending Section 25.08.530, Section
25.08,540 and Section 25.08.080.

Section 2. Objectives of the Ordinance are:

a. Control construction and equipment operation in the City of
Seattle by dictating allowable sound levels from various types
of equipment, both standard types of equipment such as crawier
tractors, portable power equipmernt, and equipment used in
maintenance and repair of residential or public property and
equipment commonly callied impact equipment such as pavement
breakers, pile drivers, and jack hammers.

b. A housekeeping section which eliminates many of the unnecessary
parts of Seatile Municipal Code 25.08.

¢. Changes the definition of the word construction to add the word
“maintenance”.

Section 3. Fiscal Requirements. Not applicable.
Section 4. Personnel Requirement. Not applicable.
Section 5. Facility and Equipment Requirement. Not applicable.

Section 6. Evaluation Criteria Reporting. The reporting statistics are kept
mont hly and reviewed monthly, as are all other statistics in the
Noise Program.

Section 7. Alternatives would be to not consider the Ordinance as has been
reguired by the original Noise Ordinance 106360 which has been
codified as Seattle Municipal Code 25.08. This would result in
further conplaints by both the downtown core area community of
Seattle and the outlining areas of Seattle where construction has
becone & major noise problem.
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Seattie -King County/BEPARTMENT or Pusuic MeaLtH |
400 Yesler Way Seattle, Washington 98104 {(206) 625-2161

JESSE W. TAPP, M.D., M.P.H.
Director of Public Heaith

May 19, 1983

The Honorable Jeanetté Williams
President, Seattle City Council
11th Floor, Municipal Building

Pear Ms. Williams:

The Department of Public Health recommends adoption of the enclosed ordinance
which is an amendment to Seattle Municipal Code 25.08 relating to sounds made by
~construction operation, maintenance of public facilities, and vrepair and

maintenance of public or residential properties.

Section 1 integrates construction into Seattle Municipal Code 25.08 by allcwing
greater sound levels for major construction projects and higher sound levels for
routine maintenance and repair. The Tlevels vary according to zoning.
Construction at night would be required toc conform to a lower nighttime sound
Tevel as currentiy’ noted 1in Seattie Municipal Code 25.08.  Alsc included "in
Section 1 is a discussion of impuise or impact eguipment requiring sound levels
measured on a average basis ~ noted here as an Leq. This allows measurement of
such equipment as pile drivers or pavement breakers which have a different sound
character then normal construction equipment. Since Tittle is known about the
health effects of impulse equipment and also since little research has been done
as to the technical ability of the industry to comply with the noted sound
levels, a portion of this section includes a requirement that the Health
Department review this section to determine that the sound level limits are
technically feasible. Section 1 also includes a requirement that buildings in
the area where construction activity is taking place be protected from the
exterior noise. This is in attempt to recognize that, especially in the
downtown core area of Seattle, an effort should be made ta reduce the interior
sound levels of adjacent buildings by things such as closing windows and using
other sound attenuating measures to avoid unduly exposing the workers to
excessive noise, '

Section 2 adds control of solid waste disposal sites to Seattle Municipal Code
25.08 by exempting them at all times so long as they have a valid permit issued
by the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health. It also recognizes that

if a call for bid has commenced prior to the effective date of the ordinance
that the subject construction project for which a call for bid has commenced
shall not be affected by the proposed ordinance.

District Service Centers:

CENTRA NORTH COLUMBIA HEALTH CENTER SOUTHWEST EAST SOUTHEAST

1500 Pub'xc Salety Bidg. 10501 Meridian Ave. N. 3722 Hudson 10820 8th Ave. SW. 2424 156l Ave. N.E. Renton

Seattie 98104 Seattie 98133 Sealtle 98118 Seattie 98146 Bellevue 98007 3001 MNE. 4th St

625-5538 383-4765 625-5151 : 244-6400 885-1278 Renton 93056

g | Health S ' 228-2520
nvironmental Health Services '

172 20th Ave. : Auburny

Seatiie 88122 ) E\O m,gum A«e

625-2763 v » ubur

852-848¢



The Honorable Jdeanette Williams
May 19, 1983
Page Two

section 3 is a housekeeping section that eliminates many of the unnecessary
parts of Seattle Municipal Code 25.08. ' ' ‘

Section 4 adds to 25.08.080 the word maintenance to the definition of °
construction. ' '

The preparation of the ordinance involved meeting with interested City agencies
and industrial organizations. The Board of Public Works, the Parks Department, .
the Department of Administrative Services, City Light, the Hater Department, and
the Engineering Department were the City departments contacted. The industry
organizations invited were Puget Power, General Telephone, Washington Natural
Gas, Cascade Natural Gas, Mechanical Contractors Association, Association of
General Contractors and the Master Builders Association. Those organizations
attending were Howard S. Wright Co., Associated General Contractors, Star .
Rentals, Inc., and Peter Kewitt Co. The various concerns expressed by both
groups have been incorporated in this ordinance and we see no major impact on
either the City organizations or the industry organizations.

In conclusion, this ordinance is essentially the same as the ordinance submitted
to the City Council in Tlate 1978, with the exception of the inclusion of impact
or impulse equipment. R

Sincerely,
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ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to noise control, amending Seattle
Municipal Code Chapter 25.08 by adding Section 25.08.425
to regulate noise caused by construction and eguipment
operations, and amending Section 25.08.530 (Ordinance
106360, Section 601, as last amended by Ordinance 110047,
Section 3}, Section 25.08.540 (Ordinance 106360, Section
602, as last amended by Ordinance 108438, Sectlon,l), and
Sectxon 25.08.080 {(Ordinance 106360, Sectxon 2043 .
BE I? ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS POLLOWS:

Sectlon 1.
Mun1c1pa; Code a new section as follows:

Sectabn 25.08.425. Construction and Equipment Operations.
A, Thg mazimum permissible sound levels established by

kY
Section 25.03¢410, as measured from the real property of
Y :

another person&pr at a distance of 50 feet from the equipment,
whichever is grégter, may be exceeded between the hours of
seven a.m. and teﬁkp.m. on weekdays and between the hours of
nine a.m. and ten éim. on weekends by no more than the
following dB{A)s for the following types of equipment:

1.
ing but not limited to é§awlers, tractors, dozers, rotary
drill and augers, loaderé} power shovels, cranes, derricks,
graders, off-highway truck& ditchers, trenchérs, compactoers,
compressors, and pneumatic pqwered equipment;

2. 20 dB{A} for portablé powered equipment used in
temporary locaticns in support bf construction activities or
used in the maintenance of publlq facilities, including but

not limited to chain saws, log chippers, lawn and garden

maintenance equipment, and powered "t._‘hand tools; or

There is added to Chapter 25.08 of the Seattle

25 dB{A) for Qqulpment on construction sites, includg-
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3. 15 dB(A) for powered equipment used in temporary or

periodic maintenance or repair of the grounds and appurtenances

. of residential property, including but not limited to lawn

’&mmers, powered hand tools, snow-removal eqguipment, and

csm?osters.

%E: Sounds created by‘impact types of construction egquip—~
ment,ﬁlgcluding but not limited to pavement breakers, pile
drivers;xjack hammers, sand blasting toels, or by other types
of equipméh; or devices which create impulse noise or impact
noise or aré&gsad as impact equipment, as measured at the
property line%bg 50 feet from the equipment, whichever is
greater, may exéégd the maximum permissible sound levels
established in Sué@ection A of this section in any one hour
period between the‘ﬁgurs of eight a.m., and five p.m. on week-
days and nine a.m. aAaxfive p.m. on weekends, by no more than
the following: ‘2.

1. Leg 90 dB{A} co%@inuously;

2. Leg 93 dB(A) for ":‘”3,,_0 minutes;

3. Leg 96 dB{A) for 1§Eminutes; or

4, Leqg 99 dB{A) for 7.§E@inutes} provided that
sound levels in excess of Leg 3? dB (A} are prohibited unless
authorized by variance obtained %;om the administrator; and
provided further that sources proéycing sound levels less than
90 4dB(A) shall comply with subsectf@n A of this section during
those hours not covered by this subééption B.

The standard of measurement shallape a one {1} hour Leqg.
Leqg may be measured for times not'leSsaﬁhan one {1} minute to
project an hourly Leq. Reference to oné@(l) hour is for
measurement purposes only and shall not g% construed as
limiting construction to a one (1) hour pé%iod.

-
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1 E This subsection B shall be reviewed periodically by the
2 gg City to assure that the sound level limits are technically
3 agfeasible.
a _Eg C.  The maximum permissible sound levels established im -
5 # s&?section B of this Section may be increasgd by 5dB{A} when
soﬁ%ﬁ levels are measured with an impulse sound level meter
© oper;§ed consistently with Section 25.08.686. - i
7 Df& Construction activity that exceeds the maximum
8 permiss%?le sound levels established by Section 25.0$.410,
9 when meaééfed from the interior of buildings within a com-
10 mercial diéﬁrict, is prohibited between the hours of eight
;} a.m. and fiQEKP... For purposes of this subsection D
iz interior soungklevels shall be measured only after every
13 reasonable effgk$, including but not limited to closing windows
{ 14 and doors, is taé%? to reduca the impgct qf_the exterior
construction noisel
'S Section 2. Sec%@on 25.08.530 of the Seattle Municipal
18 Code {Ordinance 1063&@, Section 601, as last amén&eﬂ by
17 Ordinance 110047, Sectégn 3} is amended as follows:
18 25.08.530 Sounds Eégmpt at all Times.
19 A. The following SSHQGS are exempt from the provisiqns
20 of this chapter at all timég;
21 1. Sounds originatingagfom aircraft in flight, and
sounds which originate at airéprts and are directly related to
22 flight operations; ia
23 5
2. Sounds created by safety and protective devices such
24 as relief valves, where noise supﬁ;ession would defeat the
25 safety release intent of the devicé;
26 3. Sounds created by fire alaégs;
. 27 -
28 -3
cs oz
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4, Sounds created by emergency eduipment and emergency

work necessary in the interests of law enforcement or of the

&)
X&health, safety or welfare of the community;
\

kY 5. Sounds created by the discharge of firearms in the
cégrse of lawful hunting activities;

xg. Sounds created by natural phenomena;

4

7gx Sounds originating from forest harvesting and silvi—
culturé activity and from commercial agriculture; if the
receivizéxproperty is located in a commercial or industrial
district Sﬁithe City;

B. Soggds created by auxiliary equipment on motor
vehicles useéﬁﬁor { (rdghway) ) maintenance; ‘

9. Soundéicreated by warning devices or alarms not
operated contin&&gsly for more than thirty minutes per incident

10. Sounds created in accordance -with the terms of a

valid permit to opekate a solid vaste disposal site issued by
% :
the Seattle~-King County Department of Public Health; and

11. Sounds from é&nstnuction proijects for ﬁhich the call

for bids has commenced ﬁxior to the effective date of this

e

Ordinance.
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b:‘-'~fa‘ect:i<:u'1 3. Chapter 25.08.540 of the Seattle Municipal

\

Code }Ordlnance 106360, Section 602, as last amended by
Ordlnande 108498, Section 1) is. amended as follows: -

25.08.@40. Sounds. Exempt During Daytime Hours — Generally.

A, Tﬁé-following sounds are exempt f£rom the provisions
of this chapter between the hours of seven a.m. and ten p.m.
on weekdays and between the hours of nine a.m. and ten p.m. on
weekends: X?

1. Sounds czgﬁted by bells, chimes, or carillons not
cperating for more than five minutes in any one hour;

2. Sounds orlglnag}ng from officially sanctioned parades
and dther public events;%& »

3. Sounds created byxghe discharge of firearms on legally
established shooting ranges;ka

4. Sounds created by blggging; and _

5. Sounds originating fro&%ﬁorest harvesting and silvi-
culture activity and from commercé@l agriculture if the
receiving property is located in a %@sidential district of
( (King—Coumey)) the City. The Adminfﬁ;rator is authorized to
promulgate regqulations which extend théahours during which
this exemption is in effect to conform Q%gh operating hours

designated by the Washington State Depart&gnt of Natural

Resources in directing an official fire closure.

{ (Br—Ihe—Cit o i et 3 i"',-a:‘. . : ! ,
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Section 4. Section®25.08.080 of the Seattle Municipal
Code (Ordinance 106360, ggction 204) is amended as followss:

25.08.080 Constructidk?

"Construction™ means an;1§ite preparation, assembly,
erection, demolition, substan%%al repair, maintenance, alter~

ation, or similar action for-ofﬁgf public or private rights-of-

way, structures, utilities, or similar property.
‘\‘.




sound expressed In decibels is 20 times the
‘logarithim to the base 10 of the ratio of the
pressure of the sound to the reference scund
pressure of 20 micropascals. In the absence of
any specific modifier, the level is understood to
be that of a mean-square pressure.

(Ord. 106360 § 227, 1977))

25.08.330  Sound level meter.

“Sound level meter” means a sound level
measuring device, either Type 1 or Type II, as
defined by American National Standards Insti-
ute Specifications, Section 1.4-1971.

(Ord. 106360 § 228, 1977.)
25.08.340 = Special construction vehicle.
“Special construction vehicle

 NOISE CONTROL

25.08.390 ‘Weekend

“Weekend” means Saturday and Sunday or
any legal holiday.
(Ord. 106360 § 234, 1977.)

Subchapter III Environmental Sound Levels

25.08.400  Unlawful sounds.

It is unlawful for any person to cause sound,
or for any person in possession of property to
permit sound originating from such property, to
intrude into the real property of another person
whenever such sound exceeds the maximum per-
missible sound levels established by this sub-
chapter.

(Ord. 1063605303357

o P - icle” means anyyf‘/ﬂ"“ ~ .‘
vehicle which is designed and used primari 25.08.4160  Maximum permxsszbie sound

for grading, paving, earth moving, and ogher
construction work; and which is not designed
cor used primarily for the trarisportation o per-
sons or property on a public highway; and which
" is only incidentally operated or moved over the
ighway.
(Ord. 106360 § 229, 1977.)

25.08.350  Use. ]
“Use” means the nature of the occupandy
the type of activity, or the character and form®

of improvements to which land is devoted or |

may be devoted.
{Ord. 106360 § 230, 1977.)

25.08.360  Waming device.

“Warning device” means any device intended
to provide public warning of potentially haz-
ardous, emergency or illegal activities, including
but‘not limited to a burglar alarm or vehicle
back-up signal, but not including any fire alarm.
(Ord. 106360 § 231, 1977.)

25.08.370  Watercraft,

“Watercraft” means any contrivance, ex-
cluding aircraft, used or capable of being used as
a means of transportation or recreation on wa-
ter.

(Ord. 106360 § 232, 1977.)
25.08.330  Weekday.

“Weekday” means any day Monday through
Friday which is not a legal holiday.

(Ord. 106360 § 233, 1977.)

levels.
For sound sources located within the city or
King County, the maximum permissible sound
levels are as follows: :

District of District of Receiving Property
Sound Source Within The City of Seattle
Residential Commercial Industrial
Rural 52dB(Ay S55dB{(A) “57dB(A)”
Residential 55dB(A)  57dB{A) 60 dB (A)
Commercial 57TdB(AY 60dB{A) 65 4B (A)
. Industrial 60dB (A} 65dB{A) 70dB (A)
% (0rd. 106360 § 302, 1977.)

The maximum permzaszb*e sound levels estab-
lished by this subchapter shall be reduced or
increased by the sum of the following: -

A. Between the hours of ten p.m. and seven
a.m. during weekdays, and between the hours of
ten p.m. and nine a.m. on weekends, the levels
established by Section 25.08.410 are reduced by
10 dB(A) where the receiving property hes
within a residential district of the city.

B. For any source of sound which is pericd-

" ic, which has a pure tone component, or which
is timpulsive and is not measured with an impulse
sound level meter, the levels established by this
subchapter shall be reduced by 5 dB(A); pro-
vided, however, that this 5 db{A) penalty for
the emission of sound having a pure tone com-
ponent shall not be imposed on any electri-
cal substation, whether existing ornew.

5-23




Seattle Master Bullders
Association

170 Mercer Street - Seattle, Washington 98109 - Telephone (206) 284-4114
October 4, 1583

Jack Richards, Chairman

Public Safety & Health Comm.
Seattle City Council

11th Floor, Seattle Municipal Bidg.
600 Fourth Avenue

Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Mr. Richards:

The Seattie Master Builders Association has reviewed p?oposed legislation,
Council Bil1 103798, regarding control of construction-related noise. Our
position on this proposed legislation is as follows:

1. The homebuilding industry is mindful of noise associated with
construction activities. In this light, the industry has
already geared its activity to day time hours similar to those
set out in C.B. 103798 (the Bi11). However, the noise generated
by construction equipment being used for its designed purpose
can only be effectively controlled by the manufacturer of the
equipment. For that reason, we feel that the Bill is too broad
with regard to specific sound levels since noise created by con-
struction equipment is a function of manufacturers design, rather
than use by the builder. Our position is in agreement with the
time Timitations, but recommend deletion of sound levels from this
ordinance directed to builders.

2. Should the maximum noise levels be retained, Seattle Master Builders
Association recommends the following:

A. That C.B. 103798, proposed as Section 25.08.425, subsection B,
paragraph 3 be amended as follows:

"This subseetien-B- Section shall be reviewed periodically
by the City to assure that the sound Tevel limits are
technically feasible.”

B. That prior to the adoption of this ordinance, that all sound
levels set out in this Bill be reviewed to assure that sound
level Timits as proposed are technically feasible. This
measure would avoid an unjustified disruption or delay in
construction activity due to unduly restrictive sound level
Timits.

Seattle Master Builders Associction is affiliated with the Naticnal Association of Home Builders
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Page two

€. It is the understanding of the Seattle Master Builders
Association that this Bill is in response to complaints,
primarily concerning loud noise at very early hours.
Further, that any enforcement action would be initiated
only in response to a specific complaint. However, the
Bi1l does not address enforcement. The Association there-
fore recommends amendment by addition of the following:

Any enforcement under this ordinance shall be initiated
only by specific complaint. In those instances, all
parties concerned shall be contacted and every reasonable
effort made to resolve the complaint without further
action. If unresolved, then sound level measurements
shall be taken and abatement required if construction
activity exceeds the maximum permissible sound levels.
At no time shall construction activity be halited or
abatement required until authorized measurements have
been taken. Further, where abatement is required,
abatement shall be by the least restrictive means avail-
able. It is not thk intent of this ordinance to conduct
regular field tests and measurements other than for
periodic review of sound level Vimits for technical
feasibility as specified in this Section.

We appreciate the opportunity for comment on this issue, and would appreciate
any further opportunity for input on this issue.

Sincerg}y,
P
) VA -y " L
s £ F v 7 & F

\ ;
Vince Mullally, Vice President
SMBA Multifamily Council

VYM:jc



October 4, 1983

Councilman Jack Richards
1100 Municipal Building
Seattle, Wa. 98104

Subject: Noise Control Ordinance
Dear Councilman Richards:

This is to request special consideration for the residential areas of downtown
Seattle as you formulate a new noise ordinance as pertains to construction
noise and activity. A recent personal experience in the Denny Regrade where

I live prompts my interest at this time. However, the last 15 years of my
professional life have been spent working for the enhancement of downtown
Seattle as a place to work, live and play. Most recently (1981-82) I served
as the Chairman of the Downtown Seattle Association's In-City Living Committee.

My recent experience (September 8th) involved construction work at 2600 Second
Avenue taking place on a twenty-four hour basis. Specifically, the use of

back hoes, front end loaders, compressors, and large dump trucks in the demoli-
tioning, excavation and hauling of concrete chunks went on all night the even-
ing and morning of September 7th and 8th and again the evening and night of

the 8th. The police were called at 5:50 a.m., on the 8th, again at approximately
11:20 p.m. and again at 12:10 a.m. on the 9th. Finally on the last call they
showed up, but appeared to have no effect on the activity.

T recite the above to serve as a basis for the following recommendation. The
real problem with the noise ordinance is one of enforcement, especially at off
hours. It does the homeowners little good to have the DCLU or Health Department
people come around during the day. The police need the power to close down noise
producing activity at the time it becomes illegal and a nuisance.

T recommend that the operation of certain noise producing egquipment in downtown
residential areas be restricted to the hours between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays and disallowed
altogether on Sundays and Holidays. To facilitate enforcement, especially by
the police, the building permit should specify the hours during which noice
producing equipment is allowed to operate.

The criteria of distance and decibles are unenforceable by the police. Simplify
matters as suggested above.



Councilman Jack Richards
October 4, 1983
Page —2-

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. If I can be of assistance
in your process please let me know at 623-6242.

., Sincerely,

James E. Mason
2621 2nd Avenue #702
Seattle, Wa. 98121

cc: Kurt Horner



COMMENTS REGARDING CONSTRUCTION NOISE CONTROL
October 5, 1983

Good morning. My name is Ann Ormsby and I am speaking today as a representative

of the Department of Construction and Land Use.

Based on information the department has obtained from the Seattle/King County
Health Department that the ordinance is reasonable, economically feasible, and
will cause no substantial delay in the construction process, the Department
supports the speedy adoption of construction and equipment operations noise
regulations to control noise levels emitted from construction sites contained

in the amendment to Chapter 24,08, Seattle Municipal Code which is before you.

Loud noise from construction sites is a concern expressed by many citizens
during the permit approval process. Others, primarily residents of the
downtown, complain about construction activity at night and on weekends from
loading and unloading of equipment and supplies or movement of machinery and
from the noise of renovation of the apartment next door. Based on SEPA
authority, the Department has attempted to meet these concerns by imposing
conditions on construction activities. However, because of the lack of
specific standards, conditions have had to be necessarily vague - such as,
lTimitations to the hours "noisy equipment" can be operated. As you may imagine,

such a condition has been an enforcement problem for cur inspectors.

An equai

Ssatile Deparimant of Con

itie, Washington 88104




COMMENTS . . . -2- October 5, 1983

The new standards would replace the ineffective terminology and then permit
approval could be based upon compliiance with the terms of the amended Noise
Ordinance. Special attention should be given by the Council to establishing
and effective enforcement program. Currently inspectors are not availabie
during night time hours to respond to complaints. Perhaps a complaint system
could be established in the Police Department which operates on a 24 hour
basis. For day time enforcement, the Health Department enforcement capabilities
are augmented by the fact that it is a violation of the Land Use Code to
construct or cause to be constructed any structure in a manner which is not
permitted by the conditions of a permit. This Land Use Code provision gives
the City an additional fool for effecting compliance with the construction

standards.

In conclusion, the amendment is in keeping with the SEPA mandate that
projects be conditicned only based on adopted City policies. The standards
are clear, predictable and measureable and will enable our inspectors to
identify problems and report suspected violations to the Health Department

for remedial action. Again, the Department urges adoption of the amendment.



3331”8 CIty Cauncll NEWS RELEASE

1106 Seattie Municipal Building 600 Fourth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104
COUNCILMEMBER JACK N. RICHARDS, Chair August 26, 1983
Public Safety and Health Committee
1108 Municipal Building FOR IMMEDIATE
600 4th Avenue RELEASE

Seattle, Washington 98104

For Additional Information: Paul Sullivan
{2063625-2438
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{ControT of Construction-Related Noises)

The Seattle-King County Health Department has completed its review and has prepared and
submitted legislation designed fo control "sounds made by construction operation, main-
tenance of public facilities and repair and maintantenance of public or residential
properties." The legislation (Council Bil1l 103798) has been referred to the City Council
Public Safety and Health Committee and that committee has scheduled a public hearing to
consider the bill on Wednesday, October 5, 1983. Councilmember Jack Richards will chair.

The public hearing will be held in the City Council Chambers, 1101 Municipal Building, 600
4th Avenue in Seattle. The hearing will begin at 9:30 a.m. Persons wishing to comment on
the legislation are encouraged to attend and participate at the hearing; persons unable to
attend are asked to send their written comments to Councilmember Richards.

The legislation under consideration amends the {ity's current noise control ordinance.
Present maximum sound levels may be exceeded during certain hours of the day to allow for
construction or maintenance activities. The exact allowable sound level is based upon the
type of activity involved, the time of day and location of the sending and receiving pro-
perty. For example, h1gher sound levels are allowed in commercial areas during daytime
hours than are those allowed in residential neighborhoods at nught, Maximum permissible
sound levels are established for impact type construction equipment. Sounds eminating
from a solid waste disposal site, operating in accordance with a valid permit, are exempt.

Persons requiring additional information should contact either the Health Department or
the Committee Clerk Paul Su}}xvan {625-2438).
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CONSTRUCTION & ENGINEERING COMPANY

5208 EAST MARGINAL WAY S. ' SEATTLE, WA 98134 « (206) 762-0850
MAILING ADDRESS; P.O.BOX 24067 ¢ SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98124
CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER 223-01 MA-NS-OC-E373NO

January 14, 1983

Mr. Paul Sullivan, Clerk

Public Safety & Health Committee
1108 Municipal Building

Seattle, Washington 98108

Subject: Proposed Changes to Ordinance on
Construction-related noise.

Gentlemen:

As contractors, we are well aware we create noise as we
build. We are aware some noises are objectionable to
some and that the same noises are music to the ears of
others. Rock concerts would be a good example.

Contractors, by the very basic tenets of contracting,
have to becost conscious. Prudent contractors realize
that their industry must and does try to keep costs, in
general, down tc provide a healthy business climate. If
no one is building, we aren't working.

To single out the construction industry is fine from the
standpoint of having a visible target. The problem for
us lies in having goals that are realistic, economically
as well as prudent. The cost of money has become a
major factor for any owner that wants to build, be it
government or the private sector. A not so subtle
effect of money cost, is reduced time for completion
which results in many projects now being required to
work around the clock, working Saturdays, Sundays, etc.
The Spokane Street Bridge project, for instance, is on

a very tight schedule, as we recall, and has resulted

in working beyond the 8 hour day, 40 hour week norm.

Construction projects are either completed or stopped
while in progress. Both result in the same, the noise
assoclated with the activity ceases. Noises generated
by normal city activity are similar. As long as the
city is alive, the sounds are generated. We want to be
a part of the city.

® BRIDGES ® WHARVES & FOUNDATIONS ® DREDGING




Mr. Paul Sullivan, Clerk

Public Safety & Health Committee
January 14, 1983

Page 2

We ask that you consider very carefplly the impact of
\

what you are about to do.
|

Remember that the light at the end of the tunnel might
be a train. Without the light, you then need the noise
of the train or you really are in trouble.

Sincerely,

MANSON CONSTRUCTION & ENGINEERING CO.

g
P
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W. Jr-Booth
Vice President

Y

WJIB:waw

cc: Douglas Peterson, AGC



January 14, 1983
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCAMA

Mr. Paul Sullivan, Clerk

Public Safety and Health Committee
1108 Municipal Building

Seattle, Washington 98104

Regarding: Ordinance on Construction Related Noises

Dear Sir:

As a contractor who does a great deal of work in the
downtown corridor, I am concerned about the noise

level ordinance. We cannot operate heavy construction
equipment at the levels you are suggesting. To meet
the proposed noise level would require a new innovation
in the science of noise reduction.

We in the construction industry feel the noise level
requirements in effect today are more than adequate to
protect the public. Therefore, I am requestlng that
no ordinance changes be implemented.

Sincegely, / |

cc: Douglas Peterson
Seattle Chapter AGC
1200 Westlake Avenue No.
Seattle, WA 98109



CONTRACTOR'S REGISTRATION NO.
223-01 WE-ST-EB-"378NO3

WESTERN BRIDGE CO.

BRIDGE CO. » GENERAL CONTRACTORS

5900 SECOND AVENUE SOUTH
0. BOX 3767

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98124

(2086) 767-4767

17 January 1983

Paul Sullivan, Clerk

Public Safety and Health Committee
1108 Municipal Building BN i ¢ %Qg
Seattle, WA 98104 B

[

Gentlemen:

Concerning the proposed ordinance on construction related noise
we urge the committee to consider the following points.

1. The proposed noise levels are too low. The maximum noise
levels called for by this ordinance are levels which exist
in the downtown area where construction is not on geing.

2. The noise levels proposed will increase the cost of construc-
tion, which will in turn drive up the cost of rental space
and the costs to the consumer.

3. The current levels of construction noise do not pose a physical
danger to the public, i.e,, the levels of noise are well below
that which would damage an individual’'s hearing.

4, If any ordinance related to construction noise is passed, it
must not apply to projects which have been bid and are under
construction. To comply with such requirements will be costly
and should be a part of the bidding consideration of the pro-
ject.

Very truly yours,

WASTERN BRIDGE CG.
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 January 17, 1983

Paul Sullivan, Clerk

Public Safety & Health Committee
1108 Municipal Building

Seattle, Wa. 98104

Subject - City of Seattle
Ordinance on Construction
Related Noises

Dear Mr. Sullivan,

Our Association is made up of dump truck operators and owners
- and is state-wide.

Our membership is in compliance with Federal Motor Carrier
noise emissions requirements, These requirements are considerably
higher (85 to 95 decibles dependlng upon the application) than the
proposed noise levels proposed in the pending ordinance.

The reason our members are in Compliance is that in order to meet
these D.0.T. requirements, which to our industry is not excessive, the
manufacturers of trucks several years ago went through a torturous ex-—
cersize in quieting down their trucks to meet these standards.

It is totally uprealistic, if not impossible, to meet the proposed
requlrements of the City of Seattle as far as our industry is concerned
in operating construction trucks such as dump trucks and we must go on
record as opposing the umrealistic noise levels proposed.

Since )i
1n%ﬁrely,

7.8, ®bska

Public Relations Director
Washington Dump Tfuck Association

T75-7245 .
2004-196th Streei S.W. » Unit No. 5 » Lynnwood, Washington 98036



SEATTLE CHAPTER

January 17, 1983

Councilmember Jack Richards, Chair
Public Health & Safety Committee
1108 Municipal Building

Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Councilmember Richards:

I am writing to outline our concerns with the draft Ordinance on Construction-Related Noises.
The Seattle Chapter of the Associated General Contractors of America (AGC) and its affiliate,
the Northwest Construction Council (NCC) have established an ad hoc committee to reivew the
draft ordinance. The AGC and NCC represent almost 700 general contractors, subcontractors,
and other construction-related companies in central and western Washington.

The ad hoc committee for the noise ordinance review is made up of representatives from general
contractors who have experience working within the city of Seattle and subcontractors and
suppliers familiar with all types of construction equipment.

The comments and recommendations resulting from the committes’s review of the draft
ordinance are attached.

Douglas A. Peterson
Director
Local Government Affairs

cc: Norman Rice

Delores Sibonga
Sam Smith

1200 WESTLAKE AVENUE NORTH, SUITE 301, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98109-3582 (206) 284-0061



AGC/NCC REVIEW OF AND COMMENTS ON THE CITY OF SEATTLE
PROPOSED ORDINANCE ON CONSTRUCTION-RELATED NOISE

Noise Levels Proposed

The proposed maximum noise levels for construction sites are levels which exist in many
parts of the downtown area where there is no construction going on.

Economic Impact

The noise levels proposed will increase the cost of construction. Specially fitted equipment
will be needed to meet the requirements of this ordinance. Also, the time at which higher
noise levels are allowed is limited, which will reduce the hours that certain construction
activities can take place. Both of these factors will result in more costly construction
operations, which will be passed on to the uitimate user. In some cases these extra costs may
make some projects economically unfeasible.

Hearing Damage Risk

The current levels of construction noise do not pose a danger to the public. The levels of
noise are well below the hearing damage threshold.

Effective Date of Ordinance

If any ordinance related to construction noise is passed, it must not apply to projects which
have been bid or are under construction. To comply with such requirements will be costly
and should be a part of the bidding consideration of the project.



Seattle Water Department

Kenneth M. Lowthian, Superintendent
Charies Roysr, Mayor

January 17, 1983

"M E M O RANDTU M
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To:

From:

Subject: Draft Ordinance on Construction Related Noises

Reference: Your Memo of November 23, 1982

This memo serves to follow up on phone conversation of
January 14, 1983, I appreciate the opportunlty to comment
on this draft ordinance. I regret that I will be unable
to attend the Committee hearing on the 19th, Please read
the following comments into the recoxrd:

1. This revised draft utilizes a new scale for
measuring noise, the "eguivalent sound level
(Leq)}" scale. It is a method of measuring sound
that is different from the method previously
applied by the State of Washington Department of
Labor and Industries., As a result, State and local
officials are not familiar with this measurement
method, nor its practical meaning in day to day
operation.

2. In guestioning Mr. Curt Horner of the Seattle-

King County Health Department on January 17,

1983 as to the relationship between the new

Leg scale and the former Department of Labor

and Industries' scale, we were informed that

the maximum permissible level of "Leg 99 dB(A)"
equates to "roughly 95 on the Department of Labor
and Industries' standard.” This lower limit on
permissible noise levels causes us great concern.

As the attached summary from the Industrial
Hygiene Section of the Department of Labor and
Industries points out, all of our backhoes and
pavement breaking equipment regularly operates
at noise levels that exceed the limits set forth

Seattle Water Depariment—Exchange Buiiding, 1ith Floor
821 Sscond Avenue, Seattle, Washington 8§104



Paul Sullivan

January 17,

Page Two

1983

in the draft ordinance. In response to concerns
over nerve, muscle and joint damage to our workers
from the use of hand held pavement breakers, we
are moving to a greater reliance on machine mounted,
high noise level pavement breakers. Having such
noise levels prohibited places us in a "Catch-22%
between worker hygiene from noise versus worker
hygiene from physical vibration,

The draft allows for higher sound levels if a
variance is granted by the Seattle-King County
Department of Public Health. However, the process
for applying for such a variance, the criteria
under which a variance might be granted or denied,
and the duration of any such variance are not set
forth., Efficient maintenance cf the water distri-
bution system serving The City of Seattle and a
major portion of King County requires preplanning
of worklcad and the availability of equipment to
support the crews in the field,

If we are unable to operate ocur backhoes and
pavement breakers within the noise limits the
Council might adopt, but do not know whether or
not a variance will be granted, or for how long,
we will not be able to assure our crews, or the
public we serve, that the equipment will be avail-
able when needed.

The permissible hours of operation have been
changed from 7:00 a.m. — 10:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. =
5:00 p.m. The reasons for such change were not
communicated to us. Mr. Curt Horner of the
Seattle~King County Department of Public Health
responded to this concern by stating that such
items are negotiable during the hearings of the
Public Safety and Health Committee, We would
prefer to have had discussion of the hours of
operation prior to this point, since we often
have work in congested traffic areas that needs
to be scheduled either before the morning rush
hour or after the evening rush hour. We ques~
tion the advisability of restricting the hours
of operation so as to require us to be working
during congested periods,

In general, I feel that the Public Safety and Health Com~-
mittee would be best advised to allow the affected City
departments and private contractors additional time to fully
understand and respond to this revised draft. We also would-
appreciate the opportunity to receive further advice from the



Paul Sullivan
January 17, 1983
Page Three

Department of Labor and Industries as to how this ordinance
might affect their practices, since they are charged with
enforcing the Washington Administrative Code regarding
industrial hygiene,

I recommend that the Public Safety and Health Committee

- consider returning the draft ordinance to the Seattle-~King
County Health Department, and requesting that the Health
Department meet jointly with the State Department of Labor
and Industries, the Seattle Board of Public Works and the
Association of General Contractors to explain their draft
and receive comments., Following such a meeting, the Health
Department could revise the draft as appropriate, and re—
submit it to the City Council through the Mayor.

AEM:1m
Attachment

cc: ZXenneth M. Lowthian
Superintendent of Water

Fred York
Safety Officer
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Seattle City Council NEWS RELEASE

1106 Seattle Municipal BUi!ding 600 Fourth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104

JACK N. RICHARDS, Chair

Public Safety and Health Committee

Seattle City Council ‘ FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
1108 Municipal Building

Seattle, Washington 98104

For additional information: Paul Sullivan
(206) 625-2438
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(Control of noise created by constuction and equipment operation)

The Public Safety and Health Committee, chaired by Jack Richards,
will consider a draft ordinance which would regulate construction
and equipment opération noises at its Wednesday, January 19, 1983
meeting. The meeting will be held in the City Council Chambers,
1100 Municipal Building, 600 4th Avenue in Seattle and will begin
at 9:30 a.m. ‘ ,

The proposed ordinance, which has been submitted by the Health
Department, regulates, among other things, the maximum permissible
noise level which can be emitted by equipment on construction sites
(crawlers, tractors, dozers, etc.), by portable powered equipment
in temporary locations (chain saws, log chippers, lawn equipment,
etc.), by power equipment used in periodic maintenance or repair of
residential property (lawn mowers, power hand tools, etc.) and by

impact type construction equipment (pavement breakers, pile drivers,
etc.). :

The draft ordinance proposes to exempt sounds created in accordance
with a valid permit to operate a solid waste disposal site and, during
certain specified hours, those noises created by internal combustion
powered saws. All of the provisions would be amendments to the

City's current noise control ordinance (Chapter 25.08, SMC).

The Health Department's proposal is in draft form. No formal
ordinance is currently pending before thé City Council.

The Public Safety and Health Committee encourages persons wishing to
comment on the proposed ordinance or to discuss noise contrcl in
general to attend and testify at the January 19th public hearing
and/or submit written comments to the Public Safety and Health Commitee
prior to the hearing. , :

Persons requiring additional information or desiring a copy of the
draft ordinance should contact the Committee Clerk, Paul Sullivan,
at 625-2438.

# %



Seattle City Counci.

Memorandum
Date: November 23, 1982
To: Persons Interested in Construction Noise Regulation

; ) IS /*PQ - L
From: Paul Sullivan, Clerk D AN A

Public Safety and Heaith’ﬁawmit%éé

Subject: Draft of Ordinance Covering Certain Construction-Related Noises

Earlier this year the Public Safety and Health Committee considered several
old Council Bills dealing with the regulation of construction related noises.
Due to the passage of time and advances in technology some of the proposed
regulations were "out-of-date.” The Public Safety Committee requested the
Health Department to update the old bills and return with a new draft propo-
sal. The Health Department has completed its task and the Public Safety
Comwittee is now ready to proceed with its review of noise regulations.

I am attaching a copy of the Heath Departments draft ordinance to this
memorandum for your review. I am also attaching copies of SMC 8§ 25.08.410,
25.08.425R and 25.08.425B, which are referred to in the draft ordinance, for
your refersnce.

The Public Safety and Health Committee will consider the draft bill at its
meeting of Wednesday, January 19, 1983. The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m.
and will be held in the City Council Chambers, 1100 Municipal Building, 600 -
4th Avenue in Seattle. You are invited to attend the meeting and to share
your comments on the draft ordinance. If you do have comments, it would be
very helpful if you could send your written comments to me prior to January
19th {Paul Sullivan, 1108 Municipal Building, Seattle, Washington 98104), I
will share any written materials I receive with the Committee members and the
Health Department.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at 625-2438.

Attach: Copy of draft ordinance
Copies of SMC 25.08.410, 25.08.425A and 25.08.425B

T8 #2033



CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

PO BOK 86717
825 SW. 148th STREET  SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 881868  (208) 2481810

January 18, 1983

Paul Sullivan, Cilerk

Public Safety and Health Committee
1108 Municipal Building

Seattle, Washington 98104

Subject: City of Seattle
: Ordinance on Construction-Related Noises

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

I would like to comment on the proposed noise ordinance. It is another attempt
to drive up the cost of construction within the City of Seattle through over~
regulation. Seattle is currently the least desirable governing area in which

to perform construction. Construction permit costs are excessive, permit
processes cunbersonme, and regulations are overbearing. To add another restriction

on construction conditions will wersen the coverall construction climate within
the City.

Unless the City of Seattle is attempting to restrict construction to a select

few, I urge you to forego a new noise ordinance. It would be much more appropriate,
in these hard economic times, to spend tax dollars streamlining current regulation,
rather than to add new requirements.

Ralph M. McK
President

RvMM:sls

Confracter’s Lic, No. 223-03 MeKE-EC¥244CJ



Turner Construction vompany
2033 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, Wash. 28121
Telephone (206) 624-7101

January 12, 1983

Mr. Paul Sullivan, Clerk

Public Safety and Health Committee
1108 Municipal Building

Seattle, Washington 98104

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

This letter is in regard to the preoposed ordinance on comstruction
related noise.

We wish to point out that the noise levels of construction at the
present time do not pose any danger to the population of the City of
Seattle. The noise levels are far below that which would cause
danger to anyone's hearing. The proposed noise levels called for
by this ordinance are those which exist in the urban area where there
is no construction going on at this time.

Also, these proposed levels most certainly will increase construction
costs, and therefore increase rental costs.

Finally, should any ordinance be passed which is related to construc~
tion, it definitely should not apply to projects which have been

bid and are under construction, since such requirements would have to
be included in bidding a project.

Sincerely,

TURNER ZZ&2§53%2§#ESMPANY
/A @/Lﬁwmmmen

ohn A. Robertson
roject Executive

JAR:Dbh



Seattle Chapter, Associated General Contractors, 1200 Westiake Ave. M., Seattle, WA 88109 A

" GOVERNMNENTAL AFFAIRS

AGC/NCC BULLETIN e

City of Seattle
Ordinance on Construction-Related Noises

An ad hoc committee of AGC and NCC members was formed to review the proposed
ordinance on construction-related noise and prepare comments for the Seattle City Council
hearing on January 19, 1983 The following comments and recommendations will be
presented at the hearing: ‘

NOISE LEVELS--The proposed noise levels are too low. The maximum noise levels called
for by this ordinance are levels which exist in the downtown area where construction is not
on going. ' :

ECONOMIC IMPACT-The noise levels proposed will increase the cost of construction,
which will in turn drive up the cost of rental space and the costs to the consumer.

PHYSICAL DANGER-The current levels of construction noise do not pose a physical
" danger to the public, i.e., the levels of noise are well below that which would damage an
individual’s hearing.

EFFECTIVE DATE-If any ordinance related to construction noise is passed, it must not
apply to projects which have been bid and are under construction. To comply with such

requirements will be costly and should be a part of the bidding consideration of the project.

Letters in support of these positions would be very helpful to our effort. Your letters can
include all of the above points or only those about which you feel strongly.

Letters should be mailed by January 18, 1983 and addressed to:

Paul Bullivan, Clerk ‘ "
Public Safety and Health Committee
1108 Municipal Building

Seattle, WA 98104

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please call Douglas Peterson at 284-0061.

Seattle Chapter AGC




S,

January 12, 1983

Counciimember Jack Richards, Chair N 1L B
Public Safety and Health Committee T
11th Floor Municipal Building WCHARDD

, JACK BT e
Seattle, Washington 98104 £ “gf?éﬁﬁﬂﬁ’ COUNGAE

Dear Councilmember Richards:

We understand your committee will soon consider an ordinance that will
reguylate noise caused by construction and equipment operations.

Noise from those sources means that people are working and that more
people will be employed when those projects are completed. Especially
today jobs are important and, hopefully, you will agree that we must be
careful not to create any new hurdles to further discourage future Down-
town development.

I wonder if there is a real problem. From a personal point of view the
off-key trumpeter and the activists Toudspeakers, together with the
diesel buses, cause a great deal more discomfort.

Strapping additional burdens on contractors makes it even more difficult
to develop within the City and vou must remember that any additional
costs must be passed on to the ultimate user.

I have reviewed the position of the Associated General Contractors and
hope you will give their viewpoints a great deal of consideration.

fﬁohﬁ”w;méél%o%e‘v
J Executive Yice President

/ib
Enclosures
ce: Councilmember Norman B. Rice

Councilmember Dolores Sibonga
Councilimember Sam Smith
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109 W. MERCER ST., C#18081, SEATTLE, WASH. 98119 (208) 285-2050 / MEMBER, ASSOCIATED CONSTRUCTION PUBLICATIONS

January 13, 1983

Mr. Paul Sullivan, Clerk

Public Safety and Health Committee
1108 Municipal Building

Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Mr. Suilivan:

I'mwriting to express our magazine's concern with the proposed new ordinance on
construction-related noise. As drafted, the ordinance would have a detrimental
effect on our community and one of its largest industries.

First, the noise levels proposed will increase the cost of construction and those
increases will be picked up by government and public sector owners alike. I submit
there's very little to be gained by these additionat expenditures.

The current levels of construction noise do not pose a physical danger to the public
because they are well below that which would damage anyone's hearing. The proposed
maximum Jevels called for in the new ordinance exist now in the downtown area where
construction is not going on! In effect, it asks construction companies to work
without making any noise whatsoever!

I strongly urge that these points be considered in whatever ordinance the City
Council chooses to adopt. One last request...whatever shape the noise ordinance
takes, it should not apply to projects which have been bid and are under
construction. To comply with new requirements may be costly and should be part of
the bidding consideration for each project.

Sincerely,
ii 4//‘

i,
'M/LWLM_*

Geoffrey P. Vernon
Publisher

GPV/cc

Atfiliated with Vernon Publications Inc. j



scheduling
planning

cost
controis

claims
preparation

estimating

..:,nr;.‘-tif-:-\‘ y -"T'T'T'-:;v_‘
2037 Franklin Avenue East
THEODORE E. KNUDSON Seattle, Washington 98102
Construetion Management Concultant Telephone 206 322-3224

I-/2-83

pﬁu/ Su//:’[b’ﬁﬁ, C/@ré
@uéiiﬂ 5@*@ /@;’wf oé[é%/i‘% @W?ﬁ%ﬁé@

08 Monicipal &’afﬁ
Sea Hh WA F8104 K% : Constrochan

ﬂa:kg

@-@&f QS:}“/’
j WfJAf J@ &xﬁr.@sg m_ﬂ ng;?@é—% s

/.S‘S’"Oe @"zg & fi’@ﬁas«—n&@ ayérrzrnee %{é

/@ e P % f@rm:_;s;é/ne Florse /e vels s
Con sdre cbror - preloled reise

4 ris C/gwg e /o e foew
Noise [Jevels are Sere Yo mertsse LA

C"‘Qf"fs @-P W}ﬁ-‘u .55%5/%;2? AM

fmwc-ﬁe

af /@ZV‘; 2«@ VA
' . Lo ,:s"?“’“ /éfz r2erse,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

i8

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

RPX :mcC
7/726/83

ORDIKANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to noise control, amenéing Seattle
Municipal Code Chapter 25.08 by adding Bection 25.08.425
to regulate noise caused by construction and egquipment
operations, and amending Section 25.08.530 (Ordinance
106360, Section 601, as last amended by Ordinance 110047,
Section 3), Section 25.08.540 {Ordinance 106360, Section
602, as last amended by Ordinance 108498, Section 1}, and
Section 25.08.080 (Ordinance 106360, Section 204}.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. There is added tqﬁChapter 25.08 of the Beattle
Municipal Code a new section asjfollowsz

Section 25.08.425, Constfﬁction and Eguipment Operations.

A, The maximum permisséble sound levels established by
Section 25.08.410, as measﬁxéd from the real property of
ancther perscon or at a diétance of 50 feet from the eguipment,
whichever is greater, may be exceeded between the hours of
seven a.m., and ten p.m. on weekdays and between the hours of
nine a.m. and ten p.m. on weekends by no more than the
following 4dB{A)s for the following types of equipment:

1. 25 dB(A)ﬁfor eguipment on construction sites, includ-
ing but not limited to crawlers, tractors, dozers, rotary
drill and augers, loaders, power shovels, cranes, derricks,
graders, off-highway trucks, ditchers, trenchers, compactors,
compressors, and pneumatic powered eguipment;

2. 20 dB{A} for portable powered eguipment used in
temporary locations in support of construction activities or
used in the maintenance of public facilities, including but

not limited to chain saws, log chippers, lawn and garden

maintenén¢e eguipment, and powered hand tools; or

CsS 182
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3. 15 AB{A)} for powered equipment used in temporary or
periodic maintenance or repair of the grounds and appurteﬁénces
of residential property, including but not limited to:léwn
mowers, powered hand tools, snow-removal equipment,;énd
composters., |

B. Sounds created by impact types of construction equip-
ment, including but not limited to pavement bxéakers, pile
drivers, 3jack hammers, sand blasting tools,;br by other types
of equipment or devices which create impu;ée noise or impact
noise or are used as impact equipment, as measured at the
property line or 50 fset from the equiément, whichever is
greater, may exceed the maximum pe;ﬁéssible sound levels
established in Subsection A of thié section in any one hour
period between the hours of eight a.m. and five p.m. on week-
days and nine a.m. and five pghe on weekends, by no more than
the following: A

1. Leqg 90 4B({A) continuously;

2. Leg 93 dB{A) for 30 minutes;

3. Leg 96 4B{A} ‘for 15 minutes; or

4. Leg 929 dB(A§ for 7.5 minutes; provided that
sound levels in exééss of Leg 99 dB(A) are prohibited unless
authorized by variance obtained from the administrator; and
provided further that sources producing sound levels less than
90 4R (A} shallfcomply with subsection A of this section during
those hours not covered by this subsection B.

The standard of measurement shall be a one (1} hour Leqg.
Leq may be measured for times not less than one {1} minute to
proiect an hourly Leg. Reference to cone {1} hour is for
measureﬁent purposes only and shall not be construed as
limit%ﬁg construction to a one {1) hour period.

D e

Cs 18.2
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This subsection B shall be reviewed periodically by the
City to assure that the sound level limits are technically

feasible,

s

&

C. The maximum permissible sound levels estﬁbﬁ%shed in
subsection B of this Section may be increased PYESdB(A) when
sound levels are measured with an impulse sgﬁgd level meter
operated consistently with Section 25.08?5éﬁ.

D. Construction activity that exgééds the maximum
permissible sound levels establisheaféy Section 25.08.4130,
when measured from the interior oﬁfﬁuildings within a com-
mercial district, is prohibitedféetween the hours of eight
a.m. and five p.m. For purpogés of this subsection D
interior sound levels shallgge measured only after every
reasonable effort, includi%g but not limited to closing windows
and doors, is taken to ;é&uce the impact of the exterior
construction noise.

Section 2, Sectién 25.08.530 of the Seattle Municipal
Code (Ordinance 106350, Section 601, as last amended by
Ordinance 110047, Section 3) is amended as follows:

25.08.530 Soﬁnds Exempt at all Times.

A. The foilowing sounds are exempt from the provisions
of this chapter at all times:

1. Sounds originating from aircraft in flight, and
sounds which originate at airports and are directly related to
flight ope;étions;

Zf géunds created by safety and protective devices such
as reliefjvalves, where noise suppression would defeat the
safety rélease intent of the device;

3.:5 Sounds created by fire alarms;

cs 18.2
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4. Sounds created by emergency eguipment and emﬁggency
) . 4
work necessary in the interests of law enforcementdgf of the

e

health, safety or welfare of the community; /f

5. Sounds created by the discharge of férgarms in the
course of lawful hunting activities; g

5. Sounds created by natural phenoyé%a;

7. Sounds originating from fores?gharvesting and silvi-
culture activity and from commercialﬁggriculture, if the
receiving property is located in aﬁéommercial or industrial
district of the City; |

8. Sounds created by augiiiary equipment on motor
vehicles used for ((h%@hway)yﬁmaintenance;

9. Sounds created by;&érning devices or alarms not

operated continuously fo:fmore than thirty minutes per incident;

i0. Sounds createdﬁig accordance with the terms of a

valid permit to operate 3 solid waste disposal site issued by

the Seattle-King Couﬁ%y Department of Public Health; and

11l. Sounds froﬁ construction proijects for which the call

for bids has commehced prior to the effective date of this

Ordinance.

cs 18.2
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Section 3. Chapter 25.08.540 of thevﬁéattle Municipal

Code (Ordinance 106360, Section 602, agflast amended by
Ordinance 108498, Section 1) is ame%ﬁgd as follows:

25.08.540. Sounds Exempt Dur%ﬁ% Daytime Hours - Generally.

A, The following sounds a;éjexempt from the provisions
of this chapter between the hgﬂfs of seven a.m. and ten p.m.
on weekdays and between thegﬂours of nine a.m. and ten p.m. oOn
weekends:s “;

1. Sounds createdjﬁy bells, chimes, or carillons not
operating for more thqﬁ;five minutes in any one hour;

2. Sounds origi%ating from officially sanctioned parades
and other public evénts;

3. Sounds cgéated by the discharge of firearms on legally
established shoaging rangess:

4, Sound%;created by blasting: and

5. Soun@% originating from forest harvesting and silvi-
culture actigity and from commercial agriculture if the
receiving pg%perty is located in a residential district of
((&%ﬁgmeeag;y)) the City. The Administrator is authorized to
promulgatg;regulations which extend the hours during which
this exemétion is in effect to conform with operating hours

designatéd by the Washington State Department of Natural

Resourcés in directing an official fire closure.

cs 19.2
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Section 4. Sgétion 25.08.080 of the Seattle Municipal

Code (Ordinance 1b6360, Section 204} is amended as follows:
25.08.080 Construction.
“Construcﬁion“ means any site preparation, assembly,

erection, demolition, substantial repalr, maintenance, alter~

ation, or $§milar action for or of public or private rights—of~-

way, strugtures, utilities, or similar property.

cs 192




Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF WASHINGTON
KiNG COUNTY-—35.

The undersigned, on cath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce,
a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper
of general circulation and it is now and has been for more
than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter
refered to, published in the English language continuously
as 2 daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington,

_and- it is pow and during all of said time was printed in an

office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of
this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the
12th day of Jume, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper by
the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in

regular issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was

regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below

stated period. The annexed notice, a .
Qrdinance No, 111458

was published on

Subscribed and sworn to befcore me on

December 27, 1983

r

mﬁﬁ / e )
Lol e 2t 37 el

N[ tary Public for €he State of Washington,
/ residing in Seattle.
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