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AN ORDINANCE relating to the Seattle Criminal Code (Ordinance
102843); adding a new Section 12A.04.090 "Fighting™
thereto to make it unlawful for any person to
intentionally fight with another person in a public place.
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The Seattle Criminai Code (Ordinance 102843)
is amended by adding thereto a new Séction 12A.04.090 as follows:
Section 12A.04.0%0 Fighting. |
(L) It is unlawful for any peréon to intentionally fight
with another person in a public placé and thereby create a
substantial risk of: :
{(a) injury to a person whé is not actively
participating in the fight; or
(b} damage to the propertf of a person who is not
actively participatiné in the fight.
(2) In any prosecution under sﬁbsection 1 of this Section
12A.04.090, it is an affirmative defénse that:
(a) the fight was duly 1iéensed or authorized by
law; or |
(b) the person was actinggin self defense.
(3) As used in this Section 12§.04.090, "public place®™ means

an area open to the general public, dnd includes streets, side-

ol

valks, bridges, alleys, plazas, parké, driveways, parking lots,
gutomobiles (whether moving or not),%and buildings open to the
general public including those whichgserve focd or drink or provide

eéntertainment, and the doorways and éntrances to buildings or dwell

and the grounds enclosing them.
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{To be used for all Ordinances exf;ept Emergency. )
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Section......2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and
approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a Iaw under the
provisions of the city charter. :
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THE CITY OF SEATTLE

LAW DEPARTMENT
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MUNICIPAL BUILDING . SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98104

AREA CODE 206 TELEPHONE 625-2402

DOUGLAS N. JEWETT, CITY ATTORNEY

February 25, 1980

Sam Smith, Chairperson
Public Safety and Justice Committee
Seattle City Council

Re: Correct version of the "fighting" orxdinance
Dear Sir:

On February 21, 1980, the Mayor, with the concurrence
of our office, vetoed Council Bill 101035 relating to
"fighting" for "technical reasons.” The technical reason is that
a subsection (3) defining the term "public place" in prior
drafts was inadvertently omitted during the typing of the
final draft of the Bill. The intention of the Public Safety
and Justice Committee was to include such a subsection in
the Bill.

Fnclosed is an ordinance which includes the subsection
(3) previously approved by the Public Safety and Justice
Committee. We recommend filing it with the City Clerk on or
before Wednesday, February 27th, so that this clerical and
administrative oversight may be rectified as soon as possible.

Very truly yours,

DOUGLAS N. JEWETT
City Attorney
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By
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Encl:
cc: Mayor
Dace McCoy
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to which was referred C.B. 101114

Adds new section to the City's Criminal Code, entitled "Fighting."
Relating to the Seattle Criminal Code {Ordinance 102843);
adding a new Section 12A.04.090 "Fighting" thereto to make

it unlawful for any person to intentionally fight with another
person in a public place.
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Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COUNTY—35.

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce,
a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper
of general circulation and it is now and has been for more
than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter
refered to, published in the English language continuously
as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington,
and it is now and during all of said time was printed in an
office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of
this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the
12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper by
the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in
regular issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was
regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below
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I*sfgtary Public for the State of Washington,
residing in Seattle.






