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AN ORDINANCE relating to historic preservation, designating

the Charles Bussell House a Landmark under Ordinance
106348 and imposing control thereon.

WHEREAS, the Landmarks Ordinance (106348) establishes a
procedure for the designation and preservation of
structures and areas having historical, cultural,

architectural, engineering or geographic importance;
and

WHEREAS, the Landmarks Preservation Board after a public

hearing on November 15, 1978 voted to approve the
nomination of the Charles Bussell House, 1630 - 36th

Avenue, Seattle as a Landmark under Ordinance 106348;
and :

WHEREAS, after a public hearing on December 20, 1978, the
Board voted to approve the designation of the Charles
Bussell House as a Landmark under Ordinance 106348; and

WHEREAS, on January 23, 1979 the Board and the owners of the
designated property agreed to controls and incentives;
and

WHEREAS, the Board recommends to the City Council approval
of the designation, controls and incentives; Now,
Therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That the designation by the Landmarks
Preservation Board of the Charles Bussell House and site,
more particularly described as Lots 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, Block 4,
and a portion of the vacated alley adjoining, Rosedale
Addition to Beattle, as a Landmark is hereby approved, based
upon satisfaction of the following criteria of Ordinance
106348:

(1} It is associated in a significant way with the life of
a person important in the history of the city, state,
or nation; and

(2) It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of

an architectural style, or period, or of a method of

construction.
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Section 2. The following controls upon alteration of

the landmark are hereby imposed:

A Certificate of Approval must be cobtained or the time

for denying a Certificate of Approval must have expired

before the owner may make alterations to:

a—’

b.

The entire exterior of the house, the first floor
principal interiors (parlors, dining room, entrance
hall), including hardware, panelling, door and
window trims and mantel piece; and

The general site arrangement.

Any in-kind maintenance and repair for the above noted

features shall be excluded from the above controls.

Section 3. The following economic incentives are

hereby made available to the owner:

1'

The incentives available to all Seattle Landmarks
under the City's Zoning Ordinance;

Historic Preservation Grants~-in-Aid funds, on an

application basis, should the property be entered

in the National Register of Historic Places.

Section 4. Enforcement of this Ordinance and penalties

for its violation shall be as provided in Section 14.08 of

Ordinance Number 106348.

Section 5. The City Clerk is hereby directed to record

this ordinance with the King County Director of Records and

Elections, deliver two copies to the City Historic Preservation

Officer, 400 Yesler Building, and deliver one copy to the

Supetintendent of Buildings.
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« .=, {¥o be used for all Ordinances except “Er;xerg:ancy. )

6
Section......... This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and
approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the
provisions of the city charter.

Ly ; T
Passed by the City Council the...... /57 .. .dayof. ... B¢ e >, 19 gff}f

g
and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this...... g’i;., ......................... day of

(SEAL)

Published

€8S 8.1.6
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LPB 189/78

City of Seattle
Department of Community Development/Gffice of Urban Conservation

Landmark Nomination Form
A IACOBSEN |
Name ___LIST/EASTMAM RESIBENEE-c- 0 00 V5% © it ot Vaor Buile* 1892

{Cammon, present ar historic}

i3 Landmark
{1 Landmark Site
{1 Both

Street and NMumber 1630 36th Avenue

. A
Assessor’s File No. 742470 0070 O

Legal Description  Plat Name R0sedale Add Block __ % Lor23:5,6, 7
and por vac al

Jdonhn M. Jacobsen

LPB-620 R3
1

Tey adj.

Prezent Owner Carol Eastman : Present Use_ ReS1dence
Address same

Originat Owner __George and Julia Gooch List Original Use Residence
Arehiteey _Lhomas G. Bird Builde; [ 1ynn and Rockmark

Designation Criteria:

Standards for Designation of Landmark Sites and Landmarks. {Ordinance 108348 Section 3.01). An
object, site or improvement which is more than twenty-five {25)% vears old may be designated for
preservation as a landmark site or landmark if it has significant character, interest or value, as part
of the development, heritgage or cultural characteristics of the city, state, or nation and if it falls
into ana of the following categeries:




Explain and list documentation supporting gach criterion checked: {use additional sheets if needed
for detailed descriptions of property, historical significance, etc. as applicable.)

] (1) it is the location of, or is associated in a significant way with, an historic event with a
significant effect upon the community, city, state or nation; ¢r

bl (2) 1t is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the history of the city,
state, or nation. or

See attached criterion 2

[ (3) 1t is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the cultural, political, or
sconomic heritage of the community, city, state or nation; or

g&x {4} It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style, or period, or of a
method of construction; or

See attached criterion 4

{1 {5} 1tis an outstanding work of a designer or builder; or

{1 t6) Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrasts of siting, age, or scale, it is an easily
identifiable visual feature of its neighborhood or the city and contributes to the distinctive
auality or identity of such neighborhood or the city;



6th Avenue

Criterion 2:

This house was built for George List in 1892. List was in real estate
investment ventures with James Upper, son of Herbert &. Upper, a pioneer
“Tumber baron”. Either James or his father was reputedly responsibie for ,
the building of this residence. The Lists sold the property to E.V. Bussell
on February 21, 1900. The Bussell family resided there until 1928.

Bussell was founder and co-owner of Seattle Socap Company. When that
business failed in the late 1880's, he began to invest in fruitlands,

real estate, mining, and carneries, as well as lumber and shipping and
acquired great wealth. In 1889, he began purchasing tide water lands, and
became one of the largest individual holders of tide lands. He

authored the pamphlet, “Tidelands, their Story" to promote the value of
such properties to the growing city of Seattle. His investments were
considered by many to be folly. But in 1906, he sold much of this

property for $1,500,000 to the expanding railrvoad network. Later on,

he focused his energies on two more money making Wentures, the Bussell
Land Company, and the Weber-Bussell €anning Company.

Criterion 4:

The Bussell House epitomizes the romantic, ambiance~filled mansions that
Yictorian designers aspired to in their residences for the well-to-do. From
its prominent position atop a bluff in Madrona, the "casﬁ?ef(as it is

referred to by neighbors) still commands a magnificant view of Lake Washington
and the Cascades with vistas north to Mt. Baker and south to Mt. Rainier.

Its private garden sets off the building quite handsomely.

Although there are no early photographs to verify this, it would seem

certain from the forms concealed bensath its stucco layer that the house

was originally sheathed in horizontal wood siding. I1ts round  porch

nrobably had turned wooden posts and spindle work or brackets, and its

side bays must have met the roof gable with open scrollwork or closed

gouged brackets. The house also must have had scalloped shingle skirting between
the bay windows on the first and second floors similar to those at the

house at 304 30th Avenue 5. A-1 these delicate gingerbread and shingle decorations
were hidden behind stucco or removed, either after a 1914 fire or, more

Tikely, in 1927 when, according to the tax assessor's vecords, the house

was remodelled. The owner might have been inspired by the popular Spanish Mission
eclecticism of that period, deciding to "modernize” his old style Victorian

by ttuccoing the facade and adding brickwork and stucco to the porch to

create an arched veranda reminiscent of Spanish haciendas. Fortunately,
whoever did this left the interior intact, and the beautiful woodwork panelling
gnd stained glass are excellent exampies of turn-of-the-century Victorian
domestic detailing.

This 13 room {two story plus attic) residence combines a great many architectural
elements assymetrically into a whole which is, if not "harmonious®, certainly
whimsical and capricious--in the manner most large Victorian and Queen Anne
homes were memorable. The tower, with Tookout windows in the attic, fans out at
the first floor to enclose an open covered veranda. In ang1ed two-story

bay meets the flat front of a large gabled roof. Overilapping, var?ousiyﬂs1zed
gabled roofs are particularly noticeable when one approaches the house from



36th Avenue

Criterion 4 (continued):

the north along 36th Avenue. Another odd thing about the house is its entry. The
back of the house faces the main street, the main entrance being on the lakeside
and accessible only after passing a wrought iron gate and walking through the
garden and around the veranda. An alley below may have originally provided

a path directly to the front door, and also to the south door off the

verande that leads directly into the back parior. '

The woodwork on the first floor includes cak panelling in the front and rear
partlors and cedar panelling in the dining room, and hall, and on the staircase,
with oak flooring throughout. There are colored glass windows in the dining room,
parjor, and front hall. The parlor fireplace has a handsome cak mantel and is faced
in peach and cream colored tile. Three maidens of the type familiar in Victorian
art work are represented at the top and sides of the tile facing.




Carol Eastman and John Jacohegen

Submitted by

o {329=395%)
1630 36th Av enue work (543-5240 or 5048)
Address Fhone
Date June 20. 1978
Reviewsd Date

Histeric Preservation Officer



The Cityof Seattlc

Landma,rkcs Preservation Board
' 400 Yesler ‘Building *
Qaaxmm%mmzwum Washington 08104 - (206)625-4501

January 3, 1979 LPB-02/79

REPORT OM DESIGHATION

NHAME OF PROPERTY Charles Bussell House
& ADDRESS: 1630 36th Avenue
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Rosedale Addition,

Block &, Lots 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and
por vac. alley adj.

OWHERS : John M, Jacobsen
&
Carel Eastman
1630 36th Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98122

On hovember 15, 1978 the Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board voted to
approve nomination of the subject property. On December 20, 1978 the
Board held a Public Hearing and voted to approve designation of the
subject property specifying the following features to be preserved:

the exterior of the structure and first floor principal
interiors (parlors, dining room, entrance hall and stair-
hal1l), including hardware, panelling, door and window
trims and mantlepiece, and the general site arrangement,

The action is based upon satisfaction of the follewing criteria of
Ordinance 106348, Section 3.01:

over...

Adndnlstered by The Office of Urban Conservation, The Seattle Departent of Community Development
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L REPORT ON DESIGNATION,
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This house was bullt for George List in 1892,

PAGE TWO
LPB-02/79

It is associated In a significant way with the life of a persen
Important In the history of the city, state, or nation;

List was in rﬂal
estate investment ventures with James Upper, sone of Herbert §.

Upper, a piopneer "lumber baron". Either James or his father was
reputedly responsible for the building of this residence. The
Lists sold the property to E.V. Bussell on February 21, 1900,

The Bussell family resided there until 1928. Bussell was founder
and co-owner of Seattle Soap Company. When that business failed
in the late 1880"'s, he began to invest in fruitlands, real estate,
mining, and canneries, as well as lumber and shipping and acgquired
great wealth. In 1889, he began purchasing tidelands, and became
one of the largest individual holders of tidelands. He authored
the pamphlet, Tidelands, their Story to promote the value of such

properties to the growing city of Scattle, His investments were

considered by many to be folly. But in 1906, he sold much of this
property for §1,500,000 to the expanding railroad network. Later
on, he focused his energies on two more money making ventures, the
Bussell Land Company and the Weber~Bussell Canning Company.

It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architec—

tural style, or period, or of a method of construction;

The Bussell House epitomizes the romantic mansions Victorian de-
signers aspired to in their residence for the well-to-do. This

' 13-room {two story plus attic) residence combines a great many

architectural elements assymetrically into a whole which is, if
not Yharmonious", certainly whimsical and capricious - ~ in the
manner most large Victorian and Queen Anne homes were memorable,
From its prominent position atop a bluff in Madrona, the “castle"
fas it is referred to by neighbors) still commands a magnificent
view of Lake Washington and the Cascades with vistas north to Mt.

Baker and sauth to Mt. Rainier. Its private garden sets off the
building quite handsomely.

Although there are no early photographs to verify this, it would
seem certain from the forms concealed beneath its stucco layer that
the house was originally sheathed in wood siding and shingles. Its
round porch probably had turned wooden posts and spindle work or

brackets, and its side bays must have met the roof gable with open
scroliwork or closed gouged brackets.

The woodwork on the first floor inclues oak panelling in the front
and rear parlors and cedar panelling in the dining room, and hall,

» and on the staircase, with oak flooring throughout. There are

colored glass windows In the dining room, parlor, and front hall,

MORE =~



SR U DESTGNATION
CHARLES BUSSELL HOUSE%
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The parlox fireplace has a handsome ocak mantel and Its Faped
in peach and cream colored tile. Three maidens of the tgpé
familiar in Victorian art work are represented at the top and
sides of the tile facing.

N {/;'7 ' ‘f.’ (—-,\\ f"’ ““-\ .

REPORT ISSUED: 0 el [l secemnt i Sco) V~,//i 5 G

& ST =4 iy
Earl D. Layman 7 7ﬁ5£?9 s ff}y
City Historic Preservation Officer Date
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cc: Property Owner
William Justen
Margaret A. Corley




The Cityof Seattle

Landmarks Preservation Board
400 Yesler Bldg.
iﬁﬁﬁ@aﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬂg%cmiiu.‘u‘y"asimxg{mfb9810»’& - {206)625-4501

LPB-21/79

AGREEMENT ON CONTROLS AND INCENTIVES

Charles Bussell House

1630 ~ 36th Avenue

WE, the undersigned, the owners of this property, and the City Historic Pres-
ervation Officer, do hereby agree in accordance with the provisicons of Seattle
Landmarks Preservation Ordinance 106348, to the following Controls and incen-
tives for the subject property:

 CONTROLS:

To assure preservation of the specified features and characieristics of the
Landmark, the following Controls shall be imposed:

te A Certificate of Approval, issued by the Landmarks
Preservation Board, must be obtained, or the time
for denying a Certificate of Approval must have
expired, befora the ownars may make alterations
or significant changes to:

-~ the entire exterior of the house, the
Ist floor principal interiors {parlors,
dining room, entrance hall), including
hardware, panelling, door and window
trims and mantleplece; and
-~ the general site arrangement.
Any in-kind maintenance and repair for the above noted

features shall be excluded from the above controls.

MORE~

Administered by The Office of Urban Conservation, The Scattle Department of Conumunity Development



Charles Busse!é“ﬁouﬁé
1630 ~ 36th Avenue

INCENTIVES:

/ . Page Two
: c o LPB-Z1/79

The following economic incentives are heraby noted as available to the owners:

1. The dncentives to all Seattlie Landmarks under the

Zoning Lode:

@ 2. The availability of Historic Preservation Grants-in~Aid
: funds, on an application hasis, should the property be
entered in the National Register of Historic Places.

eb5 JhA) 79

Date
;gfmm @mﬁwm é}gfﬂ%«w «95‘?5 /877
{wner Dgte
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Mfy‘férbgg Layman P
City Historic. fr servation Officer
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3 AN ORDINANCE relating to historic preservation, designating
the Charles Bussell House a Landmark under Crdinance

a 106348 and imposing control thereon.

WHEREAS, the Landmarks Ordinance (106348} establishes a
procedure for the designation and preservation of
structures and areas having historical, cultural,

& architectural, engineering or gecgraphic importance;
and
2 7
8 WHEREAS, the Landmarks Preservation Board after a public
a8 hearing on November 15, 1978 voted to approve the
nomination of the Charles Bussell House, 1630 - 36th
Avenue, Seattle as a Landmark under Ordinance 106348;
& and
10 WHEREAS, after a public hearing on December 20, 1878, the
. Board voted to approve the designation of the Charles
L Bussell House as a Landmark undexr Ordinance 106348; and
Ty WHEREAS, on January 23, 197% the Board and the owners of the
: designated property agreed to controls and incentives;
13 and

WHEREAS, the Board recommends to the City Council approval
of the designation, controls and incentives; Now,
Therefore,

BE IT OQRDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That the designation by the Landmarks

Preservation Board of the Charles Bussell House and site,

more particularly described as Lots 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, Block 4,

and a portion of the vacated alley adjoining, Rosedale

Addition to Seattle, as a Landmark is hereby approved, based

upon satisfaction of the following criteria of Ordinance

106348
22
{1} It is associated in a significant way with the 1ife of
23
a person important in the history of the city, state,
24
or nation; and
zﬁ . k] » & L » 5 - -~
{2} It embodies the distinctive wvislible characteristics of
26 an architectural style, or period, or of a method of
27 construction.
28
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Section 2. The following controls upon alteration of

the landmark are hereby imposed:

A Certificate of Approval must be obtained or the time
for denyving a Certificate of Approval must have expired
before the owner may make alterations to:

I The entire exterior of the house, the first flioor
principal interiors (parlors, dining room, entrance
hall) . including hardware, panelling, door and
window trims and mantel piece; and

b. The general site arrangement.

Any in~kind maintenance and repair for the above noted

features shall be excluded from the above controls.

Section 3. The following economic incentives are

hereby made available to the owner:

1. The incentives available to all Seattle Landmarks
under the City's Zoning Ordinance;

2. Historic Preservaticn Grants-in-Aid funds, on an
application basis, should the property be entered
in the National Register of Historic Places.

Section 4. Enforcement of this Ordinance and penalties

for its viclation shall be as provided in Section 14.08 of

Ordinance Numbeyr 106348,

Section 5. The City Clerk is hereby directed to record

this ordinance with the XKing County Director of Records and
Blections, deliver two copies to the City Historic Preservation
Officer, 400 Yesler Building, and deliver ons copy to the

Superintendent of Buildings.

< 2.2




1.

{To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency, 3

. Seﬂtian.,,?. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and
approval, if approved by the Mayer; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the
. provisions of the city charter,

{SEAL}

Published

rd - &
& &

cog al.s



The City of Seattle--Le

MR. PRESIDENT:

C.B. 100230 -

to which was referved

oy ent

Date Reported
and Adopled

Your Commitieo o Ui Doy Deve opmasd %%g&s%ﬁ} ........ MAY 141978

Designating the Charles Bussell House as an Historic Landmark.

Relating to historic preservation, designating the Charles Bussell
House a Landmark under Ordinance 106348 and imposing con-

trols thereon}

faommnds that the Some

-;(i"';a‘s g’)a%a .

Committee
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c-809 Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COUNTY-—SS.

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce,
a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper
of general circulation and it is now and has been for more
than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter
refered to, published in the English language col tingously
as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington,
and it is now and during all of said time was printed in an
office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of
this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the
12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper by
the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in
regular issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was

regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below
stated period. The annexed notice, & .
Ovdinance. Mo, TORILE

5 R oy F R e
was published on Moy 24, 1210

/f’//j/ﬁ) ..
[

Sub/scribed and sworn to before me on

May 24, 1979

,/ 17/;;/3//94( ot é JWWJ/

Notary Public for the State of Washingion,
residing in Seattle,







