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Ordinance No. 107287 ©

AN ORDINANCE relating to West

' Seattle Freeway; declaring that
the West Seattle Preeway Phase I,
as previously desigried, cannot be
completed within the funds avail-
able; and authorizing the prepara-
tion of plans and certain preliminary
right of way acguisition for other
transportation capital improvements
in the West Seattle Freeway corridor
as authorired by Ordinance 102766, as
amended by Crdinance 103791, and
providing payment therefor.
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ORDINANCE jj}iﬁa&y?

AN ORDIMANCE relating to West Seattle Freeway:; declaring that
the West Seattle Freeway Phase I, as previously designed,
cannot be completed within the funds available; and
authorizing the preparation of plans and certain preliminary
right of way acquisition for other transportation capital
improvements in the West Seattle Freeway corridor as
authorized by Ordinance 102766, as amended by Ordinance
103791, and providing payment therefor.

WHERBAS, it is not posasible to construct Phase I of the West
Seattle Freeway, as previously designed, within the
Thirty=two Million Seven Hundred Nine Thousand Five Hundred
Dollaxs (532,709,500) appropriated by Ordinance 102766:; and
WHEREAS, heavy traffic volumes, high accident rates, age and
state of deterioration of existing bridge and roadway
structures, and freguent intarruptions of traffic due to

railroad activities warrant improvements in the West Seattlae
Freeway corridor; and

WHEREAS, on Movember 5, 1974 Seattle voters ratified Ordinance
103791 which provides for the development of alternative
transportation capital improvements if the Weat Seattle
Freeway Phase I plan, as previously desiqned, cannot be
developed within available funding sourcesa; Eow, Therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. As recommended by the Mayor, the City Enginesr,
under the direction of the Board of Public Werks, is hersbhy
authorized to proceed with tha preparation of plans, specifica=-
tions, estimatesa; the preliminary right of way activitie=s
including appraisal negotiation and acguisition of options for
property rights for improvements to the West Seattle Freeway:
and to employ consultants and such other experts as may be
required for the following improvements: :

{1) Replacement of the east approaches to the North and

Sounth Bascule Bridges over the West Waterway;

{2) Relocation of the railroad tracks which currently

conflict with traffic on Harbor Island to an area

under the rebuilt approach structures to the Bascule

Bridges;
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' axpenditures not exceeding Two Million Seven Hundred Sixty-one

_appropriated by Ordinance 102766, as amended by Ordinance 103791.

{3) Rehabilitation of the Bascule Bridges and the West

approaches to the Bascule Bridges;

{4) Replacement of the North Bridge cver the East

Haterway.

Section 2. In connection with the improvements authnfiuué
in Section 1 hereof, the Mayor is authorized to provide the
Urban Arterial Board with such information, reports, and
nppiicntinns as may be required by the Board for the continued
authorization of the West Seattle Freeway project,

Section 3. In connection with the work authorized in

Section 1 hereof, the City Enganeer is authorized to make
Thousand Dollars ($2,761,000) from the funds heretofor
Section 4. That any act consistent with the authority and

prior to the effective date of this Ordinance is hereby ratified
and confirmed.
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Your City, Seattle

CHfice of 1he Mayar
Charles Rover, Mayor

February 28, 1978

Seattle City Council
City of Esactle
Seattle, Washington 898104

‘RE:  Spokane Stroet Corridor

Honorable Members:

I am pleased to transmit to you my recommendation of a course of action for
transportation improvements in the Spokane Street Corridor.

For nearly twelve years Seattle has been attempting to resolve a number

of transportation problems in the Spokane Street Corrider, aver since the
people of West Seattle petitioned the City in 1966, to relieve traffic
congestion on Harbor Island by extending thir 5.W. Spokane Streat viaduct.
Among the specific problems that have besn sdidressed are traffic conflicts
caused by left turns and crossing tradss. eraffic aceldents, and bridge
openings.  In addition, replacing obsslescent bridge structures and ac-

commodating Port of Seattle development i the Duwamish Basin south of

Spokane Street becams important pianning objectives.

The high level West Seattle bridge was propussd as an answer to these
problems, but there was not encugh money to beild it. Subsequent efforts

by the City and others to find the extra funds bdave repeatedly failed.  King

County has bBeen looking at yet another high level bridge solution. Indica-
tions are that, like all tie others, tie cost would be $100 million or more,
well beyond the 532 million ayailable to the project.

Last July, Hayor Unhlman and the City Couneil directed the Engineering De-

partment to identify solucions that could &# achieved with the money availakle.

Specifically, they were asked to examilia:

1) The possibility of extending the sast approaches to the bascule draw-
spans over the West Waterway to aliminate the rail crossings on Harbor
Island;

2} "Low cost" traffic management solutiers, including relocating the rail-
road tracks, as an alternative to sxrending the east approaches; and

3) ‘Rehabilitatien/replacoment of corrideor structures needéd to keep S.W.
Spokane Street serviceable for all traffie.

City of Baattle = Olfice of Tho Mayor=12th Fuoor Munidipal Buiiding. Sealtbe, Wanheiglon DE104, | 206] 62 5-4000
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senttle City Council
February 28, 197&
Pagae Two

STUDY FINDINGS

The Engineering Department findings are summarized in the accompanying
reports. They indicate that extending the east approaches would cost about
$38.2 ra'lion by 1980, the earliest date of construction. This estimate
excealds svailable funds by $6.2 million; thersfore, this solution is in=
feasih.v., However, it was found that the same objective, the elimination of
the railread conflict on Harbor Island, can be achieved much more economically,
by phasing out one of the two tracks crossing 5.W. Spokane Street and relocat-
ing the other track underneath the bridge approach structures.

The survey of the condition of corridor structures revealed that considerable
restoration work and, in some cases, complete raplacement of existing struc-
tures will be necessary. The drawspans are in generally good shaps, but they
nead some rehabilitation to keep them in good operating order and to prolong
their service lives. The reinforced concrete bridge structures also are in
reed of rehabilitation. However, the timber structures ara severely deteri-
orated and require constant maintenance to keep them servicanble. These
siructurss should be completely replaced. The condition of the two eagt ap-
proaches to the bascule drawspans and the North Bridge over the East Waterway
is eritical. They should be rebnilt immediately.

RECOMMENDATICH

The Engineering Department findings clearly indicate that Seattle should act
now to replace the deteriorating timber structures and rehabilitate other im-
portant corridor structures. Accessibility to West Seattle, =so vital to the
good health of its neighborhoods and ite business commnity, must ba ensured
for the future. Likewise, continued good access to Harbor Island is| es-
cantial to the economic well-being of this very important industrial area.

At the same time, we have the opportunity to improve travel conditions for
the more than 50,000 people who use the corridor twice a day by eliminating
the railroad crossings that cause nearly half of the traffic interruptions .
along Spokane Street.

Equally clear, these actions are financially out of reach without the funds
ragerved for the West Seattle Freeway. Therafore, we must act guickly and

affirmatively to adopt a specific program of improvements and to retain the
State UAB funds now sarmarked to the project.

T recommend that the City Conncil adopt a corridor improvement packags con=.
taining these elements:
Estimated Cost in Millions
Project Element of pDollars (1980 dollars)

1) ‘Replacement of the east approaches to the
Horth and South Bascule Bridges over the
West Waterway) £17.4

2¥ . Relocation of the railroad tracks which
currently conflict with traffic on Harbor
Island to an alignment under the rebuilt
approach structures to the bascule bridges; 1.5
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Seattle City Council
February 28, 1978
Page Three

[Project Element, Cont®d.}) (Estimated Cost, Cont'd.}

3) Behabilitation of the bascule bridges and
their west approaches; 3.4

4) EReplacement of the North Bridge over the
East Waterway. 4.9

Tatal 527.2 million

The time is right for a reallistic approach to the corridor transporta=
tion problems. Although this package is obviously less ambicious than

previcus proposals, it addresses the eritical rehabilitation/replacement
needs in the corridor, and would eliminate a major source of traffic delay.
It iz also achievable.

CITY ACTIONS REQUIRED

If the $15.3 million of UAB funds are to be ratained, the following City
actions will be required in order to zllow this proposal to be considered
by the State Urban Arterial Board prior to the June 30, 1978 deadline im-
posed by the State Legislature:

‘A.  Amuthorization for the Mayor to make the necessary submissions
to the UAB by May 1, 1978;

B. Ruthorization of $2,761,000 of previously appropriated furnds for
preparation of plans, specifications, and estimates, and certain
preliminary right-of-way activities, contingent on UAB approval
of the revised project scope. Indications are that the Urban Artas-
rial Board should be able to support the proposed project, given
the importance of the Spokane Street Corridor ag Washington's
most heavily traveled roadway except for I-5 through Seatile, and
the magnitude of the problems that exist there.

‘Substantial disruption in the :orridor will be unavoidable during the con=
atruction of the proposed improvements. Every effort will be made by my
administration to minimize the inconvenience to everyone, especially West
‘Spattle residents and other Seattle citizens destined to West Seattle and
Harbor Island. T am confident that, with the patience, understanding, and

cooperation of the general public, local businessas, and other public agencies,
a workable detour plan can be implemented. R paper is attached which outlines

thg'kinda of measures that will need to be considered.

In the past several weeks my staff and I have consulted many individuals and -

groups who have an interest in this lssue. We have been delighted with the
gpirit of cooperation and interest shown and are heartened by the expressed
support for this proposal. Therefore, I am convinced that it is time to
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m The City of Seattle--Legislative Department

MR. PRESIDENT: Date Reporied
sid Adspted
Your Committee on TRANSFORTATION APR 17 1978
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to which was referred C.B. 50

Relating to West Seattle Freeway; declaring that thes West Seattle
Freewey Phase I, as previously deasigned, cannot be completed within
the funds mﬂa‘bla, and authorizing the preparation of plans and
certaia preliminary right of way acquisition for other transportation
capital improvements in the West Seattle Freeway cevridor as authorized
by Ordingnce 102766 as amended by Ordinance 10379%, and providing
payment therafor,

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITS THE FOLIOWING DIVIDED REPCRT:
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