


ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE relating to and making unlawful the issuance of a bank check

with intent to defraud; adding a new Section 12A.08.230 to the Seattle

Criminal Code (Ordinance 102843).

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Seattle Criminal Code (Ordinance 102843) is amended

by adding thereto a new section designated Section 12A.08.230 to read as

follows:

Section 12A.08.230 Unlawful issuance of bank checks.

(1) A person is guilty of unlawful issuance of a bank check if, with

intent to defraud, he issues or delivers to another person any checkr.,, or

draft, on a bank or other depository for the payment of money, when at -,L-.he

time of such issuance or delivery he does not have an accouht in, or sufficient

funds or credit with, such bank or depository for payment of such check or

draft in full upon presentation.

(2) The word "credit" as used in this section shall be construed to mean

an arrangement or understanding with the bank or other deppsitory for the. payment

of such check or draft in full upon presentation. The issuance or delivery

of a check or draft to another, person without having an account in or credit

with the drawee at the tiue the same was issued or delivered shall be prim

facie evidence of an intent to defraud.



(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

Section ....... .. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provisions of the city charter.
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15:05 (19:07)

Floyd Else

Washington Neighbors Against Crime
Post Office Box 9171

Seattle, Washington

Patricia L. Kion

Association Secretary
Northwest Check Investigators Association
Rainier National Bank
Post Office Box 3966

Seattle, Washington 98124

Robert N. Bollinger

Area Manager
National Fast Foods, Inc.

1450 - 114th Southeast

Bellevue, Washington 98009

Mr. Ralph Hitchman
District Manager
Stop-N-Go Foods, Inc.

23449 Pacific Highway South

Kent,, Washington 98031

Mr. Ronald G. Huebner

Security Manager
Northern Region
Fred Meyer Stores

7101 Empire Way South

Seattle, Washington 98118

Mr. Robert B. Weber, President

Puget Sound Mutual Savings Bank
922- 2nd Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98104

Mr. J. C. Purnell

Liberty Bank of Seattle

2320 East Union

Seattle, Washington 98122

Mr. John F. Gordon
Executive Vice President

Restaurant Association
722 Securities Building

Seattle, Washington 98101

Joshua Green, Jr.

Chairman of the Board

Peoples National Bank
404 Union Street

Seattle, Washington 98111

Mr. George Briggs
Senior Vice President
Seattle First National Bank
Post Office Box 3586

Seattle, Washington 98124

Mr. Joseph H. Schaeffer
Assistant Vice President

Rainier Bank
Post Office Box 3966

Seattle, Washington 98124

Mr. Bill Baillargeon, President
Seattle Trust and Savings Bank
804 Second Avenue
,Seattle, Washington 98104

Mr. James Walsh

Bon Marche
Fourth and Pike

Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr. Robert Patterson

Frederick and Nelson
Fifth and Pine

Seattle, Washingon 98101

Mr. Bruce Nordstrom

Nordstrom's, Inc.

1501 Fifth Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr. John Gilmore

Downtown Seattle Development Association'
Joseph Vance Building

Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr. Max Oberstreet

Operations Manager.
Penney's
1409 Second Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr., Jack Croco, President
QFC
10116 Northeast 8th

Bellevue, Washington 98004

W. H. Maloney
Division Manager
Safeway, Inc.

Post Office Box 947

Bellevue, Washington 98009



15:05 (19:07) Continued

Mr. M. Lamont Bean
Pay'N Save

1511 Sixth Avenue

Seattle, Washington 99101

Mr. George Bartell

Bartell's Drugs
1916 Boren Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr. Ken Vegsund, President

Washington State Food Dealer
13312 - 117th Northeast

Kirkland, Washington 98033

Mr. J. Roth, President

Ray's Market

2701 Beacon Avenue South

Seattle, Washington 98144

Mr. John Gipson, Security Director

Nordstrom, Inc.

1501 Fifth Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98101
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Ass::)ciatlon Secretary
Nor th,,;~est Check Investigators Association
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Washington 98124
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National Fast Foods Inc.

ieast114th Soij
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Mr. RoJ-_!~-t 3. Weber, President

F1,-. -.1se

Date: February 23, 1978

n 'N~-_,LNbors Against Crime

n ;-."ehighted that you have scl-duled' th':,; matter for public hearing on March 15. When

Puget Sound Mutual Savings Bank

922- 2nd Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98104

Mr. J.C. Purnell

,.Iibertv Bank of Seattle

E,-~st Ui--~on

Seattle, Washington 98122
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Page 2

Mr. John F. Gordon

Executive Vice President

Restaurant Association

722 Securities Building

Seattle, Washington 98101

Joshua Green, Jr.

Chairman of the Board

Peoples National Bank

404 Union Street

Seattle, Washington 98111

Mr. George Briggs

Senior Vice President

Seattle First National Bank

Post Office Box 3586

Seattle, Washington 98124

Mr. Joseph H. Schaeffer

Assistant Vice President

Rainiler Bank

Post Office Box 3966

Seattle, Washington 98124

Mr. Bill Baillargeon, President

Seattle Trust and Savings Bank

804- 2nd Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98104

Mr. James Walsh

Bon Marche
4th and Pike

Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr. Robert Patterson

Frederick and Nelson

5th and Pine

Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr. Bruce Nordstro

Nordstrom's Inc.

Seattle, Washington 98101

John Gilmore

Downtown Seattle Development Association

Joseph Vance Building

Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr. Max Oberstreet

Operations Manager
Penney's
.1409 - 2nd Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr. Jack Croco, President

QFC
10116 Northeast 8th

Bellevue, Washington 98004
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W.H. NIaloney

Division Manager

Safeway Inc.

Post Office Box 947

Bellevue, Washington 98009

Mr. M. Lamont Bean

Pay'N Save

1511 - 6th Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98101

Mr. George Bartell

Bartell's Drugs
1916 Boren Avenue

Seattle, "WasNington 98101
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Seattle, Wash. 0/8144
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WASHINGTON

NEIGHBORS AGAINST CRIME

Post Office Box 9171, Seattle, Washington 98109

February 16, 1978

Floyd Else, Coordinator

(206) 284-5996

Councilman Sam Smith

Public Safety

&
a
m

p
; Justice Committee

Plunicipal Building

Seattle, 4A. 9810

Dear C"ouncilman Smitht

Due to inaction on the part of the Seattle City Council, Seattle merckan,

are not being protected from bad check passers.

The revision of the Washington State Criminal Code in July of 1976 ma
bad checks in an amount of less than $250 a -,dsdemeanor. Historically,
cities prosecute their own misdemeanor offenses. Therefore, the burden

of bad check prosecution was passed from the County Prosecutor to the

City Attorney and the Municipal Court.

The Municipal Court I-as not been able to assume jurisdiction because there

o applicable city ordinance. At the request of Councilman John Millerpi
the city attorney Harris drafted an ordinance which has since lbe,~~n collecting
dust in the Public Safety

&
a
m

p
; Justice Committee pending some far distant

a review of the city's criminal code.

On behalf of the merchants and banks In the city of Seattle, we would

like to request immediate consideration and passage of this bad chebk
ordinance. Further, if there is any reason why prompt action can not

be taken or. this matter, we would like ~0 be advised.

sinceiv- ly,

cc *. other City Council members

Seattle Chamber of Commerce
Associated Grocers

Other interested -r;artles



Sam Smith

President of the Council
625-2455

George E. Benson
Chairman
Transportation
Committee
625-2441

Tim KII
Chairman
Firiance Committee
626-2438

Paul Kraabel

Chairman
P~anning

&
am

p; Urban
Deveiopment Committee
625-2447

PhyMs Lamphere
Chairman
Intergovernmental
R,F,,Iat'ons Committee
62 5-~-

_-'s

Wayne D. Larkin

a;, man
~es Committee

625-2443

john R. Miller

Cf~ lirman

R~ -ks

&
am

p; Public

Commit
t~ ?5-2 451

ReveRe

~Man
Public Safety

&
am

p; Jus
Committee
625-2445

Jeanette Williams
-ian

Resources

&
am

p;

00erations Committee
62

June 22, 1977

Subject: Bad Checks

Honorable Colleagues:

Attached is a copy of an ordinance I am introducing today,
that clearly makes it a crime to pass a bad check
in the City of Seattle. The bill has been prepared by
Corporation Counsel.

As I noted in my request flor legislation in April,
state law miakes it a felony to pass an account-closed

or intentional NSF check over the sum of $250. The

County Prosecuting Attorney is handling felony cases,
but declines to prosecute smaller check offenses..~

The City's criminal code is not specific enough to enable
us to charce bad check o-ffenders in Municipal Court.
The bulk oi violators have gone unprosecuted and

unpunished, because the average bad check is $33.56,
far below the felony minimum.

This legislation will allow us to prosecute misdemeanor
bad check offenders in city court. When the bill is

discussed in Committee, I hope to change it in a way
that t~,Ill encourage judges to make bad check writers

pay restitution to the stores and other businesses

they victimize.

We need to combat this offense not only because
hurts businesses, but because it creates higher
prices for consumers. My proposal has been endorsed

by many banks and retailers, and I hope you will

give it your support.

Very truly yours,

Eleventh Floor, MuniciQal Building, Seattle, Washington 98104



LUCKY STORES, INC., 14DO EAST PINE ST., SEATTLE, WAqH. 98122 e 'EA 2-9400

March 2, 19"

Councilman Sam Smith
Seattle City Council
600 - 4th Avenue
Seattle, Washington

Dear Council-man Smith:

The intent of this letter is to indicate Lucky
Stores' support of the proposed city ordinance, des-

ignated Section 12A.08.230, titled, "Unlawful Issuance
of Bank Checks".

We at Lucky feel local government has not shown

enough interest in the rights and needs of the local

merchant. We would hope more strong laws to protect
and aid the merchant from the criminal element (ie.

issuance of bad checks) will be forthcoming.

Sincerely,

Chris &amp;~ Tracyf,
District Manager

CJT:rs



RES, INCC~RPORgk-rED

P.O. Box 947, Bellevue, Washington 98009 (1121 124th Avenue N.E. 98005)

March 7, 1978

Seattle City Council
Attn: Florence Harrell, Council Assistant
Public Safetv and Justice Committee
Eleventh Floor, Municipal Bldg.
Seattle, WA. 98104

Dear Ms. Harrell:

In reply to your letter of March 2, this is to advise
that the following people from our office will attend
the meeting on proposed bank check ordinance to be
held in the Council Chambers at 9:30 A.M., March 15:

Jim Clark, Security Manager
Russ McCurdy, Public Affairs Manager

Very truly yours,

W. H. MALONEY
Vice President and Division Manager

WHM:mm.

cc: J.Clark
R.McCurdy
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COUNTY-SS.

Tqi- undersigned, On oath states that lie is an

authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerc.'e,
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Subscribed and sworn to before me on

Appl-1. 1 1978
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Notary Public for the State of Washington,
residing In Seattle.




