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orpINANCE £ OGEY é%

AN ORDINANCE designating as a Landmark, the excursion boat

Virginia V, United States Merchant Vessel Official
Number 222170; specifying the particular features to be
preserved in accordance with the Landmarks Preservation
Ordinance (102229) while such vessel is within the City
limits, exempting such Landmark from the payment of
certain fees, and requiring a written assurance of
responsibility for salvage while such Landmark is in
any submerged street area or waterway in this City.

WHEREAS, Ordinance 102229 created the Landmarks Preservation

Board and established a procedure for the designation

and preservation of structures and areas having historical,
cultural, architectural, engineering or gecgraphic
importance; and '

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance 102229 and due notice, the

Landmarks Preservation Board after a public hearing on
February 6, 1974 considered (a) the evidence and testimony
presented at such hearing, including the attached

Seattle Historic Building Data Sheet, and (b) the
conformance or lack of conformance of the proposed
designation with the Comprehensive Plan of Seattle and
with the purposes and standards of Ordinance 102229,

and based upon such evidence and consideration determined
that the excursion becat Virginia V, United States
Merchant Vessel Official Number 222170, presently

located at Northwest Steamship Company, Seattle,
Washington satisfies each of the following criteria

required under Crdinance 102229 for designation of a
Landmark:

Section 6(1) has significant character, interest,
oy value, as part of the development, heritage or
cultural characteristics of the City, State or
Nation; or is associated with the life of a pexrson
significant in the past;

Section 6(5) embodies those distinguishing characteris
of an architectural-type or engineering specimen;

and recommended to the City Council that the excursion
boat Virginia V, United States Merchant Vessel Official
Number 222170 be designated a Landmark, that certain
features thereof should be preserved, that said vessel
be exempt for the payment of certain fees while in a
submerged street area or waterways in this City, and

that the City require a written assurance of responsibility

for salvage of that vessel should it sink, capsize or
burn while in submerged street area or a waterway in
the City; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Urban Development Committee of

the City Council considered the report and recommendation
of the Landmarks Preservation Board at a public hearing
held pursuant to due notice, and reported to the City
Council in favor of such recommendation; Now, Therefore,
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That the attached report and recommendations
of the Landmarks Preservation Board are hereby approved and
the excursion boat Virginia V, United States Merchant Vessel
Official Number 222170 is hereby designated a Landmark
having a special character or special historicai, cultural,
architectural, engineering Or geographic interest or value,
based upon characteristics specified in the attached report
of the Landmark Preservation Board, and the Secretary of the
Landmark Preservation Board is hereby directed, within ten
days after approval of this ordinance by the Mayor to send
to the owner of record of the property designated, by registered
or certified mail, and to the Superintendent of Buildings, a
copy of this ordinance and a letter outlining the basis for
such designation and the obligations and restrictions which
result from such designation while such vessel is within the
City limits.

Section 2. That while the vessel designated as a
Landmark in Section 1 above is within the limits of this
City and subject to the City's jurisdiction, the‘folloﬁing
particular features of such Landmark shall be preserved:

a. The entire vessel and all components thereof.

Section 3. That said Landmark is hereby exempted from
the fees required for use and occupancy of submerged street
areas and waterways in this City by Section 70 of the
Harbor Code (Ordinance 87983) and Section 13 of the Street
Use Ordinance (90047); Provided the owners or sponsors of
such Landmark shall furnish the Board of Public Works with
written assurance that they shall be responsible for the
salvage of such Landmark should it sink, capsize, or burn

while in any submerged street area or waterway in this City.
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Neither the giving nor the receiving of such assurance shall
be construed as a limitation upoh any other right or remedy
of the City of Seattle; and to the extent inconsistent
herewith sections 70 of the Harbor Code (Ordinance 87983)
and section 13 of the Street Use Ordinance (90047} are

hereby superseded.

. ©88 33.3




{To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

Section .. %. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and
approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the
provisions of the city charter.

Passed by the City Council the.........? ...............

President... . Bro. Tam of the City Council.

Approved by me this...... / é( ....... day of

Filed by me this....... / ........... dayof ... :

(SEAL)

Published ....................................................................

CcSs 8.1.6
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CLAIMS MANAGER

V. L. PORTER

Request for legislation to
designate six vessels as
landmarks

Honorable Paul Kraabel, Chairman
Planning & Urban Development Committee
City Council

Seattle

Dear Sir:

By City Council transmittal vou transmitted a memo-
randum together with certain documents, and requested that
we prepare legislation designating six vessels as landmarks,
exempting them from certain fees and requiring a written
assurance of responsibility for salvage. The requested
legislation is transmitted herewith.

We advise that the City has authority
quirements for the preservation of certain
vessels only while such vessels are within the limits of
this City and subject to its jurisdiction. Accordingly each
ordinance expressly provides that such requirements apply
only while the vessels are within the City limits and sub-
ject to the City's jurisdiction.

to impose re-
features of such

In such connection, we advise further that, for most
purposes, the W.T. Preston is not subject to the juris-
diction of the City, even when within the City limits, so
long as it is owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Yours very truly,

JOHN P. HARRIS
Corporation Counsel

By
JAMES B. HOWE,

Assistant
JBH:vf
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CITY OF SEATTLE ,
IANDMARKS PRESERVATION BOAR
Suite S1% Arctic Building
Seattle, Washington 98104
Telephone: 625-4501
Septenber s 13876

RE: C.F. 279436
Designation of

the excursion boat Virginia T |
as Landmark pursuant to Ordinance 102229

Honorable Jcohn P. Harris
Corporation Counsel

Law Department

The City of Seattle

Dearxr Sirs

By way of clarification and amplification of our prior
request for legislation in the C.F. above cited, we regquest that _
you forward this letter to the City Council for inclusion in said C,F.

The Landmark Preservation Board, after a public hearing
held on fFebryary 6, 1974 pursuant to due notice, at which time
said Board duly considered (2} the evidence and testimony presented
&t such hearing, including the Seattle Historical Building Data
Sheet in c.r, 279436 s @nd (b} the conformance or lack of
conformance of the proposed designation with the Comprehensive Plan
of Seattle and with the purposes and standards of QOrdinance 102223
and based upon such evidence and_ consideration determined that the
(subject to be designated) oXcursion boal yipginia L. |

situated upon (legal description of site) off. no, 220170

at {street address or other commonly use§ description of lacation'of
landmark) Horthwest Steamship Company, Seattle ;*Eashmgmn v ,

satisfies each of the following criteria required under Ordinance
102229 for designation as a Landmarks ' '



excursion boat Virginia T
page 2 o

Section 6 (1) has significant character, interest or
value, as part of the development, heritage or
cultural characteristics of the City, State of
Nation; or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past; L

Section 61

2} is the site

;*Ecultural, §Dlitical;

economic, social or Mistofic heritage of the

community;
- Section 6(4) portrass nsironment in an era of
history characterdzed by a dis ctive architectural

Section 6(5) embodies those distinguishing characteristic
ef’an‘architectural~type or engineering,specimen:
. 3

§éction 6 (6} is the work of a designer/whose individual
work has signy icantly influenced + development of
Seattle; v '

e

Section 6 (7) contafhs elemenﬁiféé,design, detail,
materxrials or craftsmanghip wich represent a
significant innovationgs, ¢

o,

Section 6(8) by being Eﬁ%t% or related tg g sguarvre,
park or other distinciive area, should be developeqd
‘or preserved accordifg to a plah based on a historie,

cultural or architegctural motifs

F

~ Saction 6 (9) g to its unique locadion or singular
physical char cteristic, represents an tablished
and famili visual feature\ef;the»neighb' hood,
communiﬁ%fgi'city:

P



excursion boat Virginia X
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and, recommends to the City Council that the foregoing gyryes nat

Yirginia I be designated as =a Iaﬁamark and
that the following features thereof should be presmrved by the
following controls:

sThat with respect to the above described landmark,
no person shall do or cause to be done, any of the )
following except pursuant te a Certificate of Approvgl'
duly issued by the Landmark Preservation Bcara {See .
Section 8 of QOrdinance 102229}

a. any proposed roytine maintenance, including service or rep!acewent af parts,
that would change the appearance and character or historic sionifican ce;

~b. any changes, other than those reguired for routine maintenance, that would
affect the appearance and character or historic significance;

¢. the commencement or continuation of a restoration program proposed ger the
vessel. Fhllowing issuance of a lertificate of ﬁnpreva? for a restoration

program, the Board shall require that it be regu?ar?v informed in writing
of program progress.

The Board also recommends that the excursion boat Virginia™l, as a Seattle
Laﬁdmarks under restoration and open to the public, shall be exempt from the
payment of moorage fees when moored in a-City waterway or submerged street,

The City shall re@u%re a written assurance from the owners '~ or sponsors of the
vessel that they would be responsible for the salvage of that»va&é@i should it

sink, ﬁ&pSiZﬁ,vﬁv burn while in the waterway or submerged streetl.

LANDMARKS; PRESERVATION BOARD

By S o

EarI D. Layman\|

Historic Preservation Qfficer
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Seattle City Council

< Memorandum
Date: September 17, 1976
To: Honorable John Harris, Corporation Counsel
From: v Paul Kraabel, Chairman, Planning and Urban Development Committee

Subject:  City Council transmittal dated September 17, 1976,'req&esting

legislation designating 01d Main Street School, etc. as historic landmarks.

The Planning and Urban Development Committee has approved the recommendation
of the Landmarks Preservation Board to designate the properties described in the
attached materials as historic landmarks under the Landmarks Preservation Ordinance
No. 1022729. In each case the Landmarks Board has submitted a proposed draft ordin-

. ance.

In the case of the historic ships recommended by the Board, the Board has

provided in its draft a section exempting the ship from the payment of fees

when moored in public waterways. The Committee approved the fee exemptions, but-
noted that there is a guestion how this should best be accomplished. Please
consult with Ms. Roberta Deering of the Office of Urban Conservation, Department
of Comnunity Development regarding the question of whether this exemption should
be provided in the designating ordinance or by means of an amendment to the Harbor
Code and Street Use Ordinance. '

Thank you for your attention to this matter.



City of Seattle -

- LANDMARKS PRESERVATION BOARD :
Suite 919 - ARCTIC BUILDIHG - Seattle, Washington 98104 _
625-4501 ‘ LPB-75a/76

August 16, 1976

- The Honorable Paul Kraabel
Seattle City Council

 ATTEHTION: Warren McGee, Council Assistant

REFERENCES: {a) Letter dated 06/06/73 from: BPW (Alfred Petty, Chairman)
(b) Letter dated 11/15/73 from: BPU (Betty L. McFarlane, Execu.Secy.)

bDear Mr. Kraabel:

In accordance with agreements between your office and this office, we are re-
turning for resumption of action by the Planning and Urban Development Commitiee
on August 18, the following listed landmarks to be considered for designation.
As noted in the tabulation all of these properties have previocusly been acted
upon favorably by your Committee and in addition one of them was acted upon by
the Council of the Whole. Since these properties were considered early on in
the establishment of our landmark procedures, the formulation of designating
legistation did not occur in the same sequence as it does now and you will re-
call that it was necessary that such legislation as had been drafted be recalled
from Corporation Counsel by us with your acgquiescence. It is our understanding,
as with the other non-contested properties which your Committee acted on two
weeks ago, that you are willing to consider these additional properties once more
in order that the designation process may be completed at an early date.

BUILDINGS L REFERENCE ACTION
D1d Main Street School CF 27986 ‘ Recommended by PUDC;
' \ legistation prepared.
Flatiron Bui?ding CF 280066 ‘ ~ Recommended by PUDC &
. : CB 396133 _ - City Council; legislation
: ; prepared.
Immaculate Conception Church CF 27980 Reccmmeéded by PUDC
tegislation deferred.
nnﬁifé&ﬁﬁbrest Ridge Convent/Hebrew Hearing advertised and -

[y

%

<« m‘:’&
AT

. .%;ﬁs

Academy deferred.

MORE-



The Honorable Paul Kraabel L - Page Two
- August 16, 1976 -

SHIPS ' REFERENCE ‘ - 7 ACTION
Ferry San Mateo '
The Wawona

Virginia V CF 279436 Recommended by PUDC;
Lightship Relief RESOLUTION 24836 - blanket resclution pre-
~W.T. Preston ' - pared.

B i e g

Arthur Foss Tug

We appreciate your willingness to exempt these properties from the movratorium on
designation procedures and wish to assure you that we will be coordinating directly
with Corporation Counsel in the refinement of the legislation as we have been

doing with the first group. We are returning the 1974 Comptroller Files and
earlier legislation,

You will note that in the proposed legislation for the several ships we have
included a paragraph, "Section 4, Exemptions from the Provisions of the Harbor
Code and Street Use Ordinance®. The reasons for this provision are noted in
the two reference letters from the Board of Public Works. We have responded
directly to the suggestions of that Board that the provisions for moorage
exemptions be handled by landmark designation or legislation on a ship by ship
basis. However, in this office we are somewhat of the opinion at this time
that it might be better to accomplish this through an amendment to the Harbor
Code/Street Use Legislation. We shall also be giad to discuss this matter
with your or with Corporation Counsel.

59 DCEY’Q]yé:@'
EAE?
Aﬁf e
o 5’1’?
Ear? 3 Layman %w '

- Historic Preservation Officer

- J. Peter Staten
Mrs. George Coriey, Jdr.

Attachments: References (a) and (b).

Enclosures: Data and Draft Legisiation for Ten Prepert1es

C.F. 279890
279436
280066

RES. 24836

C.B. 95133



Re: Historic Ships ] - B ‘ June 6’,1973
Barbor Code Ordinsnce 100171 . - '

The Honorable Wes Uhlman

Mayor . ‘ :
City of Seattle ' L o

. ) 3 . oo ?“; :
Desr Mayor Unlmans S , R

The Board of Public Works had befora it, iu regular eeassion today,

your communicaticn of Hay 8 recommanding that the Board investigate the
poasibility of amending existing legislacfon ss thae ships that are
recognlzed by the City as being historic landmarke could be exempted
from payment of feen when moored in public waterways. This matter hed
previously been referred to the City Enginesr for a report and reccme
negdation, ‘ : o ‘

The City Engineer vevorted thag by thelr very pature; most sged vegsals, -
especially those classed ag historie, requize extensive rvepaly aadfor
maintenance. Without constant carxe sud supervision any vessel is in
dezger of sivking, cepsizing, burninz or vendalism, To cover this
possibility mest epplications for waterway or evhmerged styreet usa per-
nite require that & surety bond oz cach deposit be provided te cover the
potential cost of removal, ete. The City Eugineor indicated that he

is convinced that this requirement is of the utmose impozrtance end should
uok be valved fur eny but éwgqgﬁg§ﬁaata11y.a@ﬁgsﬂze@;%sﬁy-%;t@auﬁiewma

? &,

other form of protection, ST sy

In vegard to emendments, none would be necesseyy 4£, as Iin Section

2.05,770(e) compliance i3 waived when Ltha ﬁﬁited‘Stat@s'ef'Amarica gnd
its agencles, the State of Vashington or any municipal corporaticn has
mede application for permission to use a wiktarway or pubmerged strese.

The City Bagineer further gtataed that, In his opinion, a Firm distincticn
ghould be made between the wany old vessels and thoass officially dezsignated
snd veglstered as "Historic! chipa. IF en Historie Lendmark Coomission
should goon be formed, 1t would seem preper that 1t alene sheilid determine
8 ship’s historic nature snd weder asparate legislstion elemnst the vessel
trem the provisions of the Barbor 'Code and Street Uge Ordénancs. Tha
Cozmissien could then comnlt the Clty to assume responsibility for the
salvage and removal of those so-dasigneted vassnais vhich suffer misfortune

&nd slok or are othervise destroyed in publie grea.



The Honorable Wes Uhlman 2, ' June 6, 1573

The Beapd, after due deliberation, consurrad in the reosommendaticon of

the City Englnser that exemptions from payment of msorage fees be granted
only ag provided in the exisnting ovdinerees, or as gpecifically provided

by the City Council in legislation responding to vecormeadations of the
Hiptoric Londmark Commission, vhich lagisiaticn would be cn o ship-by~ship
bagls for proper control and alsgo provide that the City assuxme responsibility
for salvage vhen necessary. Thie legislation would obviate the need for hoads
and insursace, {Aa there would bz a finspecial lmpsct on the City, perhans

the commupity in some way could accept some of the f£irmancial burden). Inm &he- - 7
case of govermmental sponsors, the City conid zzmﬁ% i?‘”iﬁtm aﬁmxmm i‘.’m& S

- the spongoxr tha@' it would bs zesponsible for s&&‘? s .
| 'R@@eaﬁﬁuliy m&mitf:.ed,

BOARD OF PUBLIC HORES

Alfred Petty
Chaipman

BLM:1m

cer  James Bromang Mrector of Comminity Bavalmﬁm.
Gerry Jounss, Departwent of Cormunity Develspment
Arthur Shkolnik, Director of Picnesr Square Pm}eet
City Enginear
City Coumeil : _
Gary Blocmgulst, Mayer's Gffice -

. v 2

» .‘Eﬁa E‘”’Z?y * - ‘ e i--,"_z : o T T Lo T e i &

Re We ¥iikingon, Director of Mamasement
and &:ﬁg’at : :
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R  Hovember 15, 1973

¥r. Earl D, Layman

Historic Preservarion Cfficer

Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board
Departwent of Comrunity Development

Dear Mr. Laywman:

For your information and assistance, we attach the Board of Public
Works' communication to the Mayor of June 6, 1973, regarding requests
for exemptions from payment of moorage fees for historic vessels,

it was the Board's recommendation thet such requests be granted
only as provided in the existing ordinances (Barbor Code/Stress Use}
Or &s specifically provided by the City Council in legislatrion
responding to recommendations of the Landmarks Preservation Boaxd,

which legislation should be on & ship~by~ship basis for propexr
control,

Yours very truly,

v . .

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

omre

Betty L. McFarlane
Secretary

BlM:inm
Are,

¢c: Hayor Wes Uhlman
City Councill Members
Board of Peblic Works Hembersy
Art Skolnik

DECEIVET,
it )

DT TR
BESigy & CONSTRUCTION ,

DEC 10 1973

bl
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AN ORDINANCE desxgnat1ng S. S. V}rq1n1a'q; as a Seattie

historic Landmark, stating cr:teria for such des1gnat10n and establish-

ing controls for preservat1cn of that Landmark.

BE IT GRDAINED.B¥ THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS: | N : B
Section 1. Purposes and Declaration of Designation; |
The Seatt1e Landmarks Preservation Board, by the authority
vested in it under Ordinance 102229, and in accordance with procedures
established by that Ordinance, has recommended under the purpose and

criteria of that Ordinance that the Virginia L be

designated a Seattle Historic Landmark. The City Csunci?, in accordance

wiih the procedures established by Crdinance 102229 hersby éesignates

S. S. Virginia ¥ (off. no. 222170) as a Seattle Historic
< Landmark.
Section 2. Satisfaction of Criteria (Definition of Significance)

2a. Historical Significance

The Virginia V is the last remaining survivor of the once

large "Mosquito Fleet” which carried mail, goods and passen-
gers between the towns of Puget Sound. She thus played a signi-
ficant role in the transportation history of Puget Sound and
the Pacific Northwest. She has operated largely in this
capacity since 1922.

Zb. Enginéering Significance

The Yirginia V is a wooden hull, wooden superstructure, with
a single funnel amid ships Her power is a triple expansion
reciprocating steam engine of 400 indicated horsepower, fed
by a water tube stoddert boiler. Her present appearance,
including a distinctive straight vertzca% bow, is very close
to her original appearance.



Section 3. Contro?s.

3a. Any routine maintenance, including service or;repiacem&nt

of parts, that does not affect the appearance and character or historic

significance, shall not need Board approval. -

3b.  Any proposed routine maintenance, including sérvicé or
replacement of parts, that would change the appearance and character
or historic significance, shall be submitted to the‘Beard in writing
prior to its ekecutian. Should the Board find that the;prdposed
change would be detrimental to the vessel as a Historié Landmark,
enforcement procedﬁres prescribed in Ordinance 102229 shall be envoked.

3c. Any changes, cother than those requiredvf0r r0utfne‘mainten~‘

.ance, that would affect the appearance and character or historic

 significance, shall not be made without the issuancé of a Certificate
of Approval from the Board in accordance with pfuvisioh& chSection 8,
of Ordinance 102229. -

3d.. | In the event that a restoratioh program is proposed for
the vessel, or that such a program is underway, the commencement or
continuation;of said program is subject to the issuance of a.Certificate.r
of Approval from the Board in accordance with provisions of Section B
of Ordinance 102229, following which the Board shall feqniré that it be
regularly informed in writing of program progress.

3e. The Board in reviewing any proposed changes, shall do so in

accordance with the procedures outlined in Ordinance 102229.

Section 4. Exemptions from the provi$ions of the Harbor Code and Street
Use Ordinance.

da. The VIRGINIA V as a Seattle Historic

fandmark, under restoration and open to the public, shall be exempt from the
payment of moorage fees when moored in a City waterway or submerged street.
The City shall require a written assurance from the owners or sponsors of the
vessel that they would be responsible for the salvage of that vessel should

it sink, capsize, or burn while in the waterway or submerged street.

Jdivi
091374



DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

_ : [E
Creservation

Sea’me Historic Bu;bi Data Sheet

1. Name (common or present and/or historic) __excursion boat VIRGINIA Y

2. Streetand Number 4250 - 21st Avenue Y. Block Lot Year Buitt 1922

3. Present Owner Orthwest Steamship Companyp ecen: use EXcCUrsion trade

4. Interim Owner{s} interim Usels)

5.  Original Owner WEST Pass Transportation £0.origina use Mail _boat “Mosquito Fleet"

5. Architect _ ' , Builder Matthew Anderson
7. Assessed Value: Buitding tand e Assessors Fite No:
8. Classification: ) o
' {3 Building {7 Public & Occupied Open to Public:
{isite % Private O Unoccupied [VYes
[ Srructure 1 Both £ Preservation work Kno Charter
[J Coject in progress Hours
&l Ciher 1 Threatened by
Historic demotition
Boat 3 Unknown
9. . ‘Neighborhood Information: :
A. Compatibility With Neighborhood C. Architecturally Strong Neighborhood
Structure Yes NO Comments
Use Yes . No __._
B.  Importance to Neighborhood
Great
Moderate
Minor

18. . Special Research Sources {Be Specific, list name or itemn and where found}

Roland, Carey, The Sound and the Mountain .
Gordon Newell, Maritime History of the Pacific Northwest -{H. W. McCurdy ediiion)
Gordon Howell, Ships of the Iniand Sea

"Sea Chest", the quarterly journal of the Puget Sound Maritime Historical Sotiety
41. Cross Street Reference i i ' l l

| |1

12. Photos Attached & Photographer




" Page Two

13. Physical Description

A. - Style of Architecture _ E. Exferiar Desecreation of
Original Design

None or fittle X
B. Construction Material ) Moderate amount

wood hull ’ ; Considerabie
wooden superstructure

C. No. of Stories F.  Architectural worth at
Example of lts Style

Exceptionat

D.  Condition - Excetient
Excellent G(}'Od
Good___x_____, Fair
Fair — ~ Poor
Poor ‘

‘G.  MNotable Features: {Be specific, i.e., detailing, craltsmanship, propertions, materials, colors, interior, etc.
Refer to Guidelines of Landmarks Preservation Board).

The vessel has an overall length of 125 feet, a beam of 24 feet, and
draws up to 12 feet of water, She has a distinctive straight vertical
bow. There are glass windows both on themain deck and the deck level
above. On the third deck (topside) there are two 1ifeboats and the

wheel-house. She has a single funnel amidships. Paint color is white,
with black trim. '

- To the best of our knowledge, the present appearance is very similar
to the original appeavance, and efforts have been mode to preserve the
historic identity of the vessel. ' '

Her power is a triple expansion reciprocating steam engine of 400 indicated
~horsepower, fed by a water tube Stoddert boiler at 200 pounds per square
inch working pressure. In her heyday, her spesad was 14 knots, with 13
knots normal cruising speed. Today, in the excursion business, her owners
operate her at a more economical 11 to 12 knots.



. Page Three

14, Significance

A.  Major Significance : B.  Level of Significance
g Historical 03 Netional |
- 3 Architectural & State
§ Engineering : O Community
O Cuitural

3 Geograghical
8 Archaeological

C. Statement of Significance {Be specific, history, personages, events, etc.}

The vessel was built by Matthew Anderson, a master shipwright of the 1920's,
at Maplewood, Washington, in the year 1922. Its original cwners were Captaan
N. G. Christensen and his sons, owners of the Wess Pass Transportation Co.,
located on the mainland just west of Vashon Island.

In the years 1922 to 1939, she operated between Seattle and Tacoma via the
West Pass of Vashon Island, delivering groceries, mail, and passengers to
Tittle communities along the way. She averaged 125,000 miles per year and
carried over eight-miliion passengers without a single lost-time accident.
In 1939, she was withdrawn from the Seattle-Tacoma route, ending a historic
chapter in the transportation history of the Pacific Northwest. '

After various changes of ownership, she returned to the excursion businsss
near the end of World War 11, under the ownership of Captainh and Mrs. Howell
Parker of Seattle. Their runs went as far north as the 5an Juan Islands and
as far south as Olympia. This business continued through 1953, and made a
remarkable contribution to the happiness of thousands of people, young and
old

In 1948 she tock part in the last race between two vessels of the original
"Mosquito Fleet", beating her near sistership, the "Sightseer”. The latter

vessel, 1nc1eenta§1ys was burned for scrap on the Columbia River in 1970,
Teaving the Virginia V the sole survivor of the Mosqu1%a Fleet,

In the years 1955 through 1957, Mr. Charles McMahon of Seattle apﬁrated the
"Ginny" on the excursion trade, and was responsible for fine work in extend—
ing the 1ife of the steamer by undertaking a complete restoration job. In
1958 she was bought by Cyrus Devenny who operated her with other vessels in
the Puget Sound Excursion Line, primarily to Bainbridge Island. In March
1968, she was sold to a new firm, the Northwest Steamship Company, Incﬂa-the
‘present owner. : '
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oo .14 The City of Seattle--Lepislative Department
MR, PRESIDENT: Date Reported
snd Adopted
. . — i
Your Committee on PLANNING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT %AR??Q‘??

to which was referred C.B. 98198

Designating as a Landmark, the excursion boat Virginia V.
United States Merchants Vessel Official Number 2221703 speci-
fying the particular features 1o be preserved in accordance
with the Landmark Preservation Ordinance {102229) while such
vessel is within the City limits, exempting such Landmark from
the payment of certain fees, and requiring a written assurance
of responsibility for salvage while such Landmark is in any sub-
merged street area or waterway in this City.

RECOMMEND THAT THE SAME DO PASS
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Affidavit of publication

i

STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COUNTY—S5.

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Comimerce,
a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper
of general circulation and it is now and has been for more
than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter
refered to, published in the English language continuously
as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington,
and it is now and during all of said time was printed in an
office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of .
this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the
12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper by
the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in
regular issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was
regularly dictributed to its subscribers during the below
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Notiry Public for the gtate of Washingtox,
residing in Seattle.






