


D E N N Y / B L A I N E / H O W E L L / M I N E R V A / S T E V E N A / V I R E T T A - History

All park areas were dedicated and named on p la t f i l e d in 1901 - the Denny B l a i n e Lake Park
Subd iv i s ion - by the Denny-Blaine Land C o . / E . F. B la ine & C. L. Denny.

ELBERT F. B L A I N E : Was admitted to the bar in his na t ive New York , came west to Tacoina
by 1884, movTncpthen to Seattle to practice law w i t h John H. f l cGraw, l i v i n g in t h i s
area. He became a Park Commission in 1902-08 being a "most active . . . p ioneering
member , " The Park Board became independent of City H a l l under an i n i t i a t i v e pe t i t ion
resul t ing in the Freeholder 's Charter - 1904. His efforts put the Board on a f i rm ,
b u s i n e s s - l i k e bas i s , essential to pu t t i ng the Olmsted P l a n for the Seattle park system
into effect . Thus , in 1908 he was honored as the "Father of the Seattle Park System"
and to his honor the bou levard from Yesler Way to f l a d i s o n was named for h i m . "But by
1920 " B l a i n e Bou leva rd" , " F r i n k B o u l e v a r d " , "St ixrud D r i v e " , had a l l been swal lowed up
by Lake W a s h i n g t o n Bou leva rd . (Also in 1967 voters approved re turn ing the control of
the Department to City H a l l and the Board became adv i so ry . ) B l a i n e achieved fame
also in state a f fa i r s , becoming "Father of the C o l u m b i a Bas in I r r igat ion Project."
Upon retirement he moved to "Le Panorama" Ranch near Spokane. (1858-1942)

CHARLES L. D E N N Y _ : Born in Seattle in 1861, son of A. A. and flary Boren Denny. Edu-
cated in Cal i forn ia and at the new U . H . ( h i s birth had delayed lay ing of a cornerstone
at the U . W . ) , was a te l ler at Dexter Morton B a n k , engaged in i n s u r a n c e , real ty , owned
the freight steamer Transit serving Central America; partner in Denny-Renton Clay
Works and A l a s k a n ines ; member of School Board, F i r l ock and R a i n i e r C l u b s . T y p i f i e d
"Seattle Spi r i t of Growth" . (186101919)

Was honored in n a m i n g the park and street. He lost h i s
l i f e w i th h i s s h i p Pa c i f Tc off Cape Flattery in a major tragedy in 1875. f lany re la t ives
and f r iends of Seattle! tes were lost. Capt. Howel l was bro ther - in- law of Jefferson
D a v i s .

M I N E R V A STONE: Was the wife of E. F. B l a i n e , who honored her w i t h the name of a
Denny and B l a i n e h i red E l l swor th Storey in 1910 to des ign a realty

office and construct it in "Hinerva Park" wi th a sign on the roof "Denny-Blaine Lake
Park" ( s u b d i v i s i o n ) . The s ign remained and was m a i n t a i n e d a long wi th a realty o f f i ce
that became a bench shelter (as des igned) so that the name " M i n e r v a " was never used
except in o f f i c i a l records. An attempt in 1961 to remove the realty s ign resulted in
the Park Board decis ion to a l l o w it to remain as the p o p u l a r name of the park!

. The sma11 t r i a n g l e was named in honor of the f i r s t Terr i tor ia l
governor.

VJJ^TTA D E N N Y : Was the daughter of Andrew Jackson and wife of Charles L. Denny.

(STIXRUD: The boulevard between 39th and 40th was o r i g i n a l l y named in honor of the
c i v i l engineer who plat ted the D e n n y - B l a i n e Lake Park S u b d i v i s i o n . )


