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NOTICE: IF THE DOCUMENT IN THIS FRAME IS LESS CLEAR THAN THIS NOTICE
IT 1S DUE TO THE QUALITY OF THE DOCUMENT.
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THE EA RWIG
A Menace to Heslth

“These pests have increased to such an extent that they
are now ravaging nearly every. portion .of ‘the City. 1t is
not so much the-damage they do to foliage and plant life,
which in itself is serious, as their presence in. and:about

-- houses .and their: contamination -of ‘clothing . and without -
~doubt food: These" pests live in all kinds. of filthy places;
in drains and- down spouts, in various wet and dirty areas
in: and: about: buildings—especially- houses.:” From ..these - .
. \J: 7+ places they migrate to: all portions of buildings and: earry. -
- Leontaminate  upon their bodies and feet the filth in which tney.cxist.” SEOEE
Clothine Dr. H. M. Read-—Commissioner of -Health-—City of L et

Seattle:
Life History

“In. the fall the female lays from 50 to 90 white eggs in the -soil. Emly in c;pung,, lh(_,,: o
young hatch and. come to the surface. - At first they are white and the same shapeas-the.adult =
only smaller. - Later they change t0'2 ~live green and finally to- s reddish’ brown color.: The.+ .
adult is three-quarters of an inch long » “has a pair-of small forceps on lts tzul end ‘Farwigs -

work-at night aud hide in: dark places dulmg the day.

Method of Combating

A poison bait is applied over the entire surface of the ground when the young earwigs-are ﬁnt, L

~hitehed. © A second application should follow in4 or.5 days and then a third 4 or'5 days after w‘udq
“Use about 5 poundsat each application for an ordinary lot. .
U, 8. Government, Dept: of Agrmulture Formula, for Poigon Bait: Bull(,tm No: 066
Stale Bread (finely ground) or bran ............... e 15 Ihs..
Paris Green . ... .oy ie e bt i e e e e 1idb;

"~ Tfstale bread is used msteqd of bran-it. should be ground fine in:a meat-chopping-machine. -
and mixed with the Paris Green while dry. - Stii the mixture thoroughly; slowly adding water that -
has been sweetened by the-addition of sugar, molasses or syrup. . Sufficient sweetened water should -~
be used o the mixture will run thru the fingers and when thrown broadnast w1th some- foree w1ll T

break up.in small particles.

When' the bait.is finely ground up and properly scattered birds or domestic anmmls wﬂl not

‘bother it. J. C. EAKLE, Dist. Hort. Inspector,
= Btate Dept.. of Agriculture.’,

Poison Bait as recommended in Bulletin 566, U. 8, Dept: of Agriculture, was usnd in “combat-

[ing earwigs in Newport, R, 1; in 1917 and: nroved to-be over.90%, efiective.
¥. S..COYNE, Consulting Entomologxst
~560.Iimpire Bldg.; | ‘Seattle:

“There are approximately twenty thousand City lots now infested v *th the earwig and-unless
combated these insects may spread over the entire City. At present Queen Anne Hill is the worst
affected - although . the insects have already appe.u ed in sections of Capitol’ Hill; Interlaken,
University. Heights, Green Lake, West Scattle, M adrona, M¢t. Baker Park and clsewhere,

“It happens that these infested arcas have sewers. ‘When these
pests spread to loealities where sewers are not. in, the danger to.-health
will be mush greater as the earwig thiives in places whem there. are
overflowing cesspools and contnmnmted streams.

“This Departinent will cooperate in every way possible to assist
ifi an advx:mv eapaeity in the control of ‘these insects; however the
actual activitics of the Department are limited to the afens sct aside
for:Strees purposes.”

0. A. PIPER, Supt. Streets & Sewers.

1 Distroy Poison Bait miny be purclmsed—from the local seedsinen ready for :
Flowers, Fruits use ab a nowninal cost. ~To be efféctive it must be applied in L A bl
and Vegetables April, preferably from April 1s6-to-15th. Nufsanco

For further information eall Main 5900 Local 62. 417 County-City Bldg.

Bulletiu Number £ Street end Sewsr Depureieent, L& H.o 3-22.22
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U HUGH M.CALDWELL

B D

MAYOR'S OFFICE
SEATTLE,WASHINGTON

R . MAYOR
L HLAGDWENJR.
BECRETARY

Iiarch
ls%,
19&2,

Public Sefety Committee
..o o ot iGity Council.

Gentlemen:- :

S ) Attached ‘hereto-is communication :
‘from Stete Department of Agriculture, for your
dnformation, vrevious to filing same with City
‘Council. S :

Undoubtedly the earwig is & pest
and & wenace, -and I ghall be glad to work-in.
cooperation with my colleagues on Fublic Bafe-
ty Committee and City Council to gid in every

-~ menney in-ridding the City-of the aforementionfr:—°

ed nuisance, which I'm sure will be very-much
apyrreciated by all concerned. i

Yours most respectfully, :

Pl foddy

ACTING A

enc




. B%reet and Sewer Denarumant.ﬁ you Inow through the help .

_Honorsable Haver and City Council of Seattle,
SR qeauula Washi '

5

Gentlem en:

Due %0 the 1 5 dsmands froy your 31ty thisg
deparitment has u ndertzken a canndi %0 elean up azad control
thes earwis ang tent caterpillsy vesss of Seatile.( soursae,
Stin orde te make such ‘a cawpaign successful it is ‘ngsessary

- %0 'have.the help anq cooperation of the city administration
iand al' eivic bodies.¥We have a good law to - opsrate under but

oy

'9chrk 2nd- to enforce the law.

- . You are no, doubs guite familiar with tne wrﬁdu;

amount damage that these pSSuS do as . well .as that the -
carwig: . a ‘serious hougehold nulssnne.However few. peovle

- realige-the: inporiance of attacking these p ts at just

s tHe rigtﬁ time.Thin-is es secially true oF yno ea;wlg whioh '
~ds much nore susceptible to control measures very early in
the srrivg before it is apt o be notized at 111 Ox nc3s531ty

if any campaign is %o be successful it must be ‘Tvuly ed~-

UCR uiDn’l and very thorsugh.We have already had a confere-

nee with the Chamber of Comuerce officizle and those from the .

- of .the Street and Sewer Department last year two men oarried
—on the tent caterpillar work and under our oreeent plan e
“_hope $o-put nmore men on earlier in the -season o get the

Cearwig o and o follow up through the tent catorpillar 8EA80IT,

It is essential that these won be gualifled for +$he
work and our estimate of ﬁha funds neecssary is § U600.00.

Tours very ruly,

% %-:, /‘z,(»z/’ c///'z,» -

l ..<X“ f“(‘\r) : f’d}.» f\’{t*’- q, r
o bys 4 . Cffﬁf .
[ER e s . -

GLE/RY CHIEY AS“‘T RECTOR.:

- o o i 'hlvnsi\c;fns e
STATE OF WASHINGTON , RORTIGULYORE
S : S DAIRY AND LlVE BTOCK
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE g AL MEABGRES
OLYMPIA :
FEBRUARTY
27
19 ¢2¢g.

‘are: depenaunt on local eppropriation for monev to ¢a rryronntne,t;f'
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Castle Apts., #2132«Second Ave.,
Seattle; Washington, :
February 26th,; 1922,

L. .'cbert BiHeskethy
(Acting Mayor)
V¢VSeatnle, Wiashington, -

" Dear Sir:

It pleases me to note in the Sunday Times that you are
golng after the earwig. I am writing to tell a few things I know
, about the pest from personal observation on Queen Anne Hill.

=L livad for six yesrg Tacing the Queen Anne Playfield. I neve
er even saw an earwlg, untll three years. agos Then-a few invaded

f;5;my property. I would find them in my flowers, -The next year they .
Sowere  so-numerous asg. Lo uecome a pest; and I began to fight: them.
- I used paris-green mixed up with damp erumbs and scattered for -

the young ones to-feed on; but got -1t too &trong, and hurt the:

‘grags-with 1t.- I went after then; toos with kerosine in-a sprayer,f:f1

i using it-on the telephone poles, -in ‘the eracks in which-the ear-

: <vigs conﬁregaue to spend the daytime.

Last year, 1n spite of my constant warfare on. them of the :
year before, my property was simply oversrun. with them; -=- and-
80 were neighboring propertieg, as I know from personal inspeation.
T kept them out of my house; but only by the most persistent flght=~
ings "I found. them by hundreds in.the edge of the sod, where it
ran-along ‘conerete-or-atone-work. I opened the ashes ¢lean-out-

,ff—;n the base of my fire-place chimney out=dgors; and ‘there were . -
- “thousands in therel I closed the iron door quickly, and filled o

~“a nagal atomlzer with gasoline out of the tank of my auto, ‘and . - =

- sprayed. them- ln their hiding-places with that. It kills them: uicL
~and -1t soon evaporates away,- and then more will hide in the same
‘Place: nexﬁ nighﬁ, :and can- be ‘killled -the same way. : :

i I went arvoundthe block with the nasal atomizer and a bottle
of gagollne, and squirted the gasocline vapor -into-the oracks-in.
‘the- telephone~poles ~--~ and I kllled thougsandg cf earwigs in ‘this
wayl ~Every few days I would make the rounds of the teléphone-

“poles again; and every time I would ki1ll new -multitudes, I-would

really-kill them,  too; for the dead ones could be seen, 1ying vhere
they had fallen)for days- after a slaughter.

But the big draw~back to any real success in such warfare

':was the -entire-apathy of the majorlity of the residents in-the nelgb:

borhoods There can be no szuch thing as eradicating this pesty
unless everybody in the entlre néighborhood iInfested gets busy
and wipes them out on the premlses under hls charge., Otherwide-
they will breed there, and over-run fraw there the adjoinlng rrop-

“INSNND0A JHL 40 ALITYAD SHL OL 3NA:SILi

SOLLON SIHL NYHL ¥VET0 SSIT S| 3Wvai SIHL NI INSWNJOG 3HL 1

‘FOION




2

. ertiles; for they travel,-- and travel fast.

Orie of the worst Infested places I found was. the Queen Anne
Play=figld!l" There we re thousands and thousands of them therel-I -
=aprayed gasolline with ny atomizer into the cracks of telephone =
~poles arownd the Play~field; and into crevices around the tennige
o court back-stops) and I killed hat-fulls of sarwigs! The Carg-taker’
~-of the Play-fleld saw me at work, and can tell you of results. I -

-~ asked him why the Oity didn't fight them there and elsewhere on

4for it.j

‘1 found the saw=dvgt In the crib, filled with it:for the chil-—
':dren o play in, full of == slmply alive wlth -~ earwlgs, old and’
young! They evidently breed i1 the saw-dust.

How I submit that the City cannot begin too soon to fight
thig pest to a finlsh., It 1s the biggest nuisance of any I ever
Lo oame into contact withsy and it wlll over-run the entire ‘region,
~{'if not curbed, and curbed guick. :

t_,of earwigs onthe dldes of my house,: I took an old caise~knlfe,
Cohburned Ltsedge at ar anu]e, and gmashed them, one. at a time.: ~I
Zkilled, on-that flrdd LOl&j, more than- six<hundred of. them; by
cactualieduntl | The next alght T killed, by actua tual county over the

Lvery same ground; more,than fiveshqadrﬂd! I kept up the fiznt,: i
cevary nlgnt, untll, after some weels, I would get less +han a hun»"
‘dred per night. Bub I always got more than enouth

“IT you yoursell have not nhad experience wlth them, thank your
“lusky stars, and lope that organlzed warfare on them wlll wipe
‘them out beforse they invade your disbtrict as they did nine, -=-
Coandas” they. surelv Jlll, un]oss atrenuous methods areaddépted a-

rrg&ln%b then at once. : - e

: Anohner thing: Lebt the public bs warned nolb to bransport .. ¢
Tlowers, of any sort, without first exanining the Inside of then,-

petal hy petali. for otherwise earwiga are sure Lo be carried . into
diatricts atl preaent frec {rom Lnem. ' :

i For example,'~~ ™o fresh roges were cul from the huah and.
‘pinned on. the lapel of my eoat.one day last swimer atb the home
of -a friend nortnh of the Univers Luj. T got right Inbo. my car, and
drove straight downbown, and went up into one of the big offlieces =

and lookea clogely at them -~ and in the heart of each were’ uwo
,earwigsl
Hopinu T.have not taken too much of your valuable: time, and

'tqat what I have taken will turn oub to have been used to advan- -
taze, I an

Very respectfully yours,

Ly ¢ Ve AL,

Please call this letter tu atbtention of the ”iLJ Gouncil,

~properties under 1its charge. He sald no provision had been made EnE

?L, I even found where 1t nad been eating cnerries on,thértrées!'

One night I wnnb out with-an elect o torech, and saw: nundreds
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buildingse: My wif=2 was thers, and she sald, "What bcautiful roges!

CBOMON




