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- _CALHOUN

"CORF’ORATION COUNSEL

The City of Seattle

T ashington

LAW DEPARTMENT

MUTUAIL LIFE BUILDING

JAMES E. BRADFORD

KING DYKEMAN

BRUCE C. SHORTS

HOWARD A. HANSON

HOWARD D. HUGHES
ASSISTANTS CORPORATION COUNSEL

RALPH S. PIERCE
CITY ATTORNEY

STEPHMEN V. CAREY
CHAS. A. SCOTT

W. F. VAN RUFF

R. B. MCCLINTON

December 2&, 1909.

Fonorable John F. Miller,
Mayor of the City of Seattle,
Seattle, Washington.

Tear Sire=

In accordance with your request, I geg to herewith

submit-& report of the business transacted in the Law Department of

The City of Seattle since the 3lst day of December, 1908, on which

date I filed a report with vour Honor covering the work done in

this department between Januvary 24, 1908, and December S1l,; 19084

On the 3lst day of December, 1908, the following suits

were pending and undiesposed of in this department:

Condermation suits; original proceedings,
- Condermation suits, supplementary proceedings,
Daneages for personal injuries,

Danmages to property,

37
19
31
19

Damages other than damages to property and personal ine-

Juries,

Actions to set aside and restrain colleetion of E856E8-

ments,
Appeals from assessments levied by city council,
Injunction suits,

M&n&a&ma~pr&ee@&ings,

30
28
22
10




Miscellaneous suits, 20
Suits te guiet title, 15
Suits to recover over and against contractors, owners of
property or franchises on account of perssnal injury
Judgments paid vy city, 7
Cases to recover on street grade warrants, 2

Total - - - =~ - - o _ 246

Since December 31, 1908, there have been begun the Follow-

e

sults and or oc zedings in which the city was z party in interest

(3]

Condemnation suits, original proceedings, 50
Condemnation suits, supplementary proceedings, 18
Damages for personsal injuries, 29
Demages to property, 22
Pamages other ﬁﬁ&m damages to property and pergonal
injuries, 10
Actions to set aside and restrain collection of assessments,1@
Appeals from assessments levied by the city council, 12
Injunction suits, 48
Mandamus proceedings, 11
ﬁi%c&&i&ra6us suits, 30
Suits to guiet title, 7
Suits to recover over against ﬂcrtraatgra, owners of
broperty or franchises on account of personal
injury judgments paid by city, Ce
Actions to recover on street grade warrants, 1
Total, «=—m=-- 257
Actions pending on December 31, igce, 246
Total zotions pending during period of thi ‘ 3 report, 503
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This shows an incresse of 45 per cent, in the general
business of the Law Department over the business of 1908,

The following is a statement of actions still pending and

those ended since December 31, 1908.

Still .
Pending. Ended-

Condemneation suits, original oroceedings, 55 3z
Condermetion suits, supplementary oroceedings, 19 18
DPamages Tor personal injuries, 30 30
Damages to properiy, 20 2%
Damages othsr than damages to property and

personal injuries, 13
Actions to set amide and restrain collectiom:

of assessmenits, 24
Appeals from sssessments levied by city coumeil, 1&
Injunctien suits, 33

Wandamus proceedings,

¥iscellaneous proceedings

ey
LS &) o)

Snd

Suite to quiet title,
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still- Endeds
pendings
Suits to recover over and ageinst contractors

ovners of property or franchises on aea&mw@

of personal injury Jjudgments paid by eity, 5 4

Actions to recover on street grade warrants, OO

Total, 258 - 25

PERSONAL INJURY CLAINS.

Hoe Amount

Claims for Personal Injuries pending A

December 31, 1908, 77 $340,482.71
Claimg for Personsl Iﬁjmr&ea f&i@& since

December 31, 1908, 89 $437,740.,00
Claims fTor Injury %Q-Er@§ayﬁy,\r@fﬁrraé to ,

thie depariment, 14 $ 4,168.00
Total clainms §enﬁi$g in Law Department ‘

during peried covered by this report, 180 $778,228,71
Amount claims settled during year 1909, $70,185.00-

®  paid in settlement, 4,9250.00.

Average percentage paid in settlement, 34
PERSOWAL INJURY ACTIOHS.
Mo ~ Amount

Pending December Ik, 1908, 31 4213279.60

Commenced smince December IL, 1509, 27 RK30856 600

Total covering pericd of this repori, 58 44411560

Of the Tifty-eight actions pending, during the past year,

thirty~-iwo have been tried or settled, invelving in the aggregate




O ¥4 5
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the sum of $251,304.60 and in seventeen of

the city for the balance of the cases tried and settled was {

W

This amount may be still reduced by the Supreme Court in +two

W

cases,namely: Hase vs, the c¢ity and Falldin vs. the city

In zetions to recover over against third parties on

of re sonal injury judgments paid by the city, juvdgmente have

entered in favor of the eity in the following cases:

City v, Peterson 5313, 80
City ¥, Thomas Z, Jones 650,00
City v, Jab“ C. Beagan Co, 1143,65
City v, Vorthern Pacific Ry, &

ﬂei&&%zm & ﬁ&ge% Seumd FAelle CO. LET775,35
{on appeal to Supreme Cﬁurt}

Hdesume' Fersonal Injury Actions.
&

=

Amount cleimed in acticns pending during

rericd of this report $444,115,60
Amount claimed in actions tried anc

Judgment entered 251, 304,80

do BT B 3

Amount of judgments rendered against

city in actions tried ' 2T 4025,00
Judgments recovered by city against

third parties liable over to clty on account

of 0ld judgments recovered against city 18,892,580

four of the cases where recovery was had {(including those *two
appealed) invelving the sum of $18,010, third garties are liable
to the city, so the city ulitimately wiil be liable for only $11,813,

of the

verdict was entered in favor of the c¢ity. The total recovery against

i27,623,00,

Two of these cases have been appealed to the Supreme Court, and in

CS

[€

account

8,750,20
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Je T, -7,
lessening of the number of cases trisd in Police Court by about
2,000 assuming *there has been no increase in arrests for
coummensurate with the ordinary growth of the city., On the same theory
the city has lost a revenue of $60,000,00 per annum,

For a period of twelve years up to Sept., 1, 1809, the sxclusive
work of presecuting offenders in the Municipal Court devolved upon
Mr, Ellis DeBruler, ose resignation as City attorney was accepted
on that date to permit of his accepting an appointment as Commissioner
of ?leéra%ioﬁ with the Federal Government at a greatly increassd
salary This ﬁsser?@d promotion lost to the city of Seattle ocne of
its most ﬁfied‘&ﬁd faithful 3ervanﬁs. uring his long service hs

handled approximately Eﬁﬁ 00 cases in the lunicipal Court, and his
zbility and integrity is sufficiently proven by the fact that not in
one instance has his integrity Teen questioned by either the law
abiding or law breaking elements with whom he was constantly brought
in centact,

lr., DeBruler wasrsucc@adad in the pesition of City Attorney by
¥r, Falph 8, Plerce, for whomn I hespeak the same efficilent servicea,
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