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City of Seattle

WHEREAS,  Earl Robinson, Seattle-born composer, made his-musical mark on American culture
'through songs, cantatas and bailads mcludmg "T he House 1 sze In “ "Black& Wh:te

of the under S set and

WHEREAS,  Earl Robmson servesas an example ofa Seart]e born musician who used his talents to
‘address the soc1a1 1ssues of h;s day thmugh song and did so'in'the spirit of creative

WHEREAS, :Earl Robmson composed mspmng anthems-to workmg people suchas “Joe Hill," sung: in
umon ha!ls and picket. hnes -- as well as by performers Paul Robeson.and Joan Baez; and

WHEREAS, Earl Robinson. changed w:th his: nmes and: remamed engaged mus;cally with his times,
- from the labor ballads of the 19305 to the urban folk revwal in'the 1960s, and finally,

songs:of. the New: Age ethos in the:1980s; and

WHEREAS,  Earl Robinson not.only wrote for- Hollywood but survived FBI survexllance durmg the
: McCarthy era, showmg resilience by re- emerging in the 1960s with new; songs; such as:
- "Hurry Sundown" and joining the'urban folk revival. and later, environmentalist songs
-such'as "PlanetEarth Real Estate Company”and his embrace: of New Age spirituality
through songs, such.as "Now" and Messaqe from a New Address; "and

'WHEREA'S; Earl Robinson's life was a tapestry of art, politics, and spmt that’ 1§lummated rhany of
: the major debates and’ struggles: of our nation’s‘history and can inspire us all today; and

WHEREAS,  inthesunsetof his life, Earl Robinson: decided there would be-no finer. place to. estabhsh
his residence than his home town of Seattle, where he' performed at numerousvenues
including-at the Capitol Rotunda; UW's Méany Hall,and the Northwest Folklife Festival,
‘where he is being celebrated again this year.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Michael Mchn ‘Mayor: of the City of Seattle,
do hereby proclalm Fnday, May 28,2010 to be

EarI Robmson Appreczatlon Day

celebrate the hfe of one of our most creative and d:stmgmshed cmzens

Lo Mo

Mlchael McGinn.
Mayor
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