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To the MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF TEE CITY OF SEATILE:

Gentlemen:

Pursuvant to what appears to have Decome an estab-
lished custom, I submit herewith the following repoxt of the
Lew Department of the City of Sesgttle, from December 1, 1918

T0o Iovember 30, 1919, poth inclusive:

GENERAL STATEMENT OF LITIGATION

Pending Commenced Ended since PIending
Dec. 1, Dec. 1, Dec. 1, Dec., 1.
1918, 1918, 1918, 1919,
Condemnation suits . . 18 17 1z 23
Condemnstion suits, sup-
rlementary proceedings 7 i 8 &
Damages for persconsl
INJUries « o o o o o o 20 52 20 52
Demages to property . . 45 25 14 56
Damgges other than dam-
ages o property and
personal ilnjuries . . & 2 1 3
asctions to set aside and
restrain collection of
assessments .« o o o o . 2 Q o A
Appeals from assessments
~levied by City Coumecil z 0 1 1
Injunction suits . « . . 21 15 15 21
Mlandamus proceedings . o 4 5 4
Miscellaneous proceedings 85 31 36 80
Sults to quiet title 3 2 0 5]




Tgbulation of Cases (contd)

Penéing Commenced Ended since Pending .

Dec 1, Dec. 1, Dec. 1, Dec. 1,
1918. 1918, 1918. 1919,

Public Service Commission

Proceelings « « o ¢ o o o 15) 3 2 ¥l
apits to recover over against

contractors, owners of

property or franchises on

account of persconal injury

judgments paid by City. . o 1 0 Q 1
Letions ageinst police,

heslth and other officers 10 8 3 12

Total —=m===- 226 167 116 217

Totel actions pending during

period of this report - - - - - = = 393,

2, TERSONAL INJURY ACTICNS. Number  Amount Involved

Pending November 30, 1918 . . . o 20 $108,271.95

Commenced since November 20, 1918 58 29%,08L.75

Total —==== T2 $405,323.70

Tried and concluded since

December 1, 1918 o o o o o o o @ 20 C 101,141 .25

Letions pending November 30, 1919 - 52 $3%04,182.45

It appears from the foregoing tsbulation that twenty personal
injury cases invelving $101,141.25 were %tried since November 30, 1918.
Twelve_of such cases resulted in judgments in favor of The city, and
ip the remeining eight cases there were recoveries aggregating
$14,9%4,00, & decrease in amount recovered of 45,400.50 when compared
with the recoveries of the preceding year. There were fifty-two
cases pending in the Superior Court on Hovember SO, 191%. Of the
fifty-one cases begun since November 30, 1918, twenty-eight cases

involving $163,989.00 were occasioned by accidents occurring in con-

nection with the operation of the municipal street railwaye.




Se DAVMAGE TO PROPERTY SUITS. Number Amount Involved

Suits pending Fovember 30, 1918, 45 - $259,771.23
Commenced since November 30, 1918, g5 598,445,350
Total covering period of this report, - 70 858;21@,5
Tried and concluded since Dec,1,1918, 14 675919.90
Fending November 30, 1919, 56 $790,294.63

In the fourteen cases lHVClVLﬂU damage to prox perty which

AL

were disposed of between November 30, 19L8, and November 30, 1919,
judgments were sought in the sum of $67,919.90. In ten of these
cages there were *uﬂvments entered in favor of the city, and in the

remsining four cases u&ﬂments against the city were entered 1o the
& 7

=f

aggre ate amount of $9,581.31l, which is less than the recoveries dur-

ing the voreceding year.

do ACTIONS FOR DA MAGuD OTHER THAN DAMAGES
s, T

70 PROFERTY AND PERSCONAL INJURIES Number. Amount Involved
Pending November 30, 1918, 2 $26,500.0Q
Comme nced since November 30, 1918, 2 97 700,00
Total covering period of this rervort, 4 54,4?0 00
Tried and concluded to November 30, 1919, 1 15,000.00
Pending November 30, 1919, 3 39200400

5, MISCELLANEOUS CASES.

1

Of thirty-six miscellanecus actions tried and concluded
during the perioa of this report, thirteen were habeas corpus pro-
cesdings, and in all of these cases the éity prevailed.

Six cases involved hearings before the Givil Service Com~

mission, in five of which decisions were rendse red sustelining dismise-

o
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sal of employees from service. The other proceeding resulted
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reinstatement o e civil service employee.

The remsining cases involved condemnegtions by the Port
of Seattle, Seattle School District No. 1, replevins, and numerous

other causes not involving monetary recoveries agsinst the city or

Ttz officers.

i

6« ST4A ENT AVD INVESTIGATION OF DANM-
AGE CLAIMS FILED AGATINST CITY. Number Amount Involved

Claims for damages under investiga-

=

tion November 30, 1918, 31 $7L3626,.,00
Cleims for damages referred to this
depertment for investigation, Nov.
20, 1918, %o Nove. 30, 1¢19, 748 1,762,885.00
Total, =—=== 7% $1,834,511,00

umber Amount Claimed Amount Paid

Settled, 182 $224,282.00 $57,893,00
Rejected; 367 1;216,803,00
Claims pending Nov. 30, 1919, '230 595,426.00

Totel, -===- "9 $1,834,511.00 $57,893.00

Number of street railway accident reporis received
from Department of Public Utilities snd investi~
gated, April 1, 1919, to Hovember 30, 1919, .eee 4,870

Humber of circulars and letters msiled in connec-
tion with the investigation of foregoing claims
and reports".ﬁ‘30‘.00’.006’033SDOQDOODOQQIQQOQO 16’000

Since the purchase of the street railwavy system of the Puget

n

Sound Traction, Light & Power Compeny, and operation thereof by the

city, there has been a marked increase in the work of this devartment,

s may be Judged from the foregoing statement regarding claims and sc-
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cldent reports investigated. Whereas, prior to April 1, 1919,

ore claim agent wes able to investigate and report on clsims filed

against the city, it now reguires the time of the claim agent ang

4y

assistant claim agents to handle this work. As to settlements,

oy

ve
efore & recommendation is mede to the City Council, the matter has
been passed upon and epproved by the Corporation Counsel himself in

esch instance.

7 GARNT SHMENTS.

During the periocd of this report, eighty-four writs of
garnishment which were served on the clty were answered. Seventy~
one of these writs were against the wages of city employees and

thirteen were for miscellaneous subjects.

SES.

Be PENDING C

A

0f the various cases pending, on Decsmber 30, 1919, eight
were pending in the State Supreme Court on gppeals from judgments of
the Superior Courte |

4 lerge number of the remaining cases reported as Pending
are cases instituted against the clty and which have aever been ener-
getically pushed by the plaintiffs. Since these cazses can in time
be dismissed for want of prosecution, it is deemed the best policy to
let them lie dormant until the court will entertain the city's motion

to disniss the same.




IT.

PUBLIC UTILITIES, MUNICIPALLY OVNED.

1. LIGHT AND POVIEER.

During the year, 2t the reguest of the City Council, this

department drafted ern ordinance providing for a bond issue of

£,

$1,250,000 for the purpose of constructing an 2dditionsl unit to

the steam plant on Lake Union. In connection with the sale of

this bond issue and one of $790,000 suthorized for the making of

ivl

eertain sdditions ard betterments %o the municipal street railway
system, to which reference is hereinafter made, the Bureau of In-
spection and Sg§ervision of Public Offices raised & guestion as %o
the suthority of the city to sell its utilityAbonas below par. It
was the opinion of this depariment that the city hed the right to
sell its‘u%ility bonds below par SO long a5 the prohibition against
excseding the six per cent. rate of interest wgs"not thereby‘yiolat-
ed. “Theqﬁttorney ngeral of the S%ate, who is the 13531 adviser of
the Bureau of Inspection and Sapervision.of"Eublic Offices, howeyer,

g edvised o ?hg contrary. Those Wno were intgrésted in thaining

1 a construction of the statute upon this guestion by the Supreme

i Ccuxt gecured the institution of<a suit zgainst the city Wherein
an inéunctian was sought to prevent the acceptance of a bid for
sa2id bonds at sudh\a disgount»whioh, together with the specifieﬁ
rate of interest, did nod reguire the city to pay more than six
per cent. upon The actual money recsived from the sale. The friel

of the issue in the Superior Court resulted in the denizl of an

injunction and & dismissel of the action. Upon appeal to the




Supreme Court? it we s hel& the t the proyosed'sale aid not viclate
any Prohibition conteined in the statute, thus sustaining the
right of the city to dlspase of utility b@nds in the ‘menner that
it deemed for the best interests of the city, so long as the city
was not thereby’compelied to pey more then six per cent. upon the
money actually received from the sale of such bonds.

During the yezr, *his eg rtmeﬂt, actvmg in conjunction
with the City Engineer, cqmpleted the city’s a@plieation for =&
finel permit on the Skagit River for the &evelopment of an hydro=-
electric plant. The final documents reguire& by the Distric

Forester,at Portland, were filed with that official on or about

e

November 18%h, 1919, The District Porester is preparing his re-
commendations To be forwa:ded tc the United States Secretary of
igriculture, end, unless this latter offigia} regquires add i@n
al data‘uponrreceipt of such “ecuﬁmenaatLOps, the final permit
cught to issue within a short periocd of Time.

Twentynth;ee zctions were commenced for the lighting

department of the city involvinm uﬁpaié light and ‘power bills

in which recoveries aggrewat1ng ?5,093.67 were sought. Judgmentss
inoluéing costs, ere entered Ln the sum of @5,798.?1, and of this

amount qﬁ 237,86 hes beea collected. One case remeins on a@peal,
gnd one Iin the hands of the she;iff for execuﬁions in the sgmyaf
&5@?»55 Five cleims were filed for the lighting department in
either bankruptcy or proba@erproceedings. Two ac?iens_for damf

ages 0r the retum of money paid were institut
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in connection with matters of the lighting department, which ac-

aQ

tl0ns resulted favorably to the city.




Ze STREET RATLTAY.

At the end of the period covered by the last annual re-
port of this depariment, there were still pending the negotiations
between the city and the Puget Sound Traction, Light & Power Com-

pany looking toward the acguisition by the city of the street rail~

|

way system of that compsany. Thereafter, this department; 2t the

reguest of the City Counclil, drew four ordinances to accomplish

oF
‘;J‘#

such acguisition. The fi »st of such ordinsnces specified and

2dopted a plean for the scguisition of such system as an addition

and betterment o, and extension of, the then existing street rail=-
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way system owned and operated by the city, and &
suence of utility bonds in the sum of $15,000,000 for said purpose.

The second ordinance provided for the making of a contract between

]

the city and the Puget Sound Traction, Light & FPowsr Company, pur-

4]
£
g

suant to which it was proposs the purchase of said

to accomplis
system, and slso provided a second agreement betwesn the same par-

ties whereby the Fuget 3Sound Traction, Light & Power Company agreed
he event that the company's street rall-
way system was purchased by the city, 21l the electric power nsc es-
sary or regnired for the oyerationrof the munic;pal street reilway

system and for the oggratisn of future exte nsions therelo. The

fourth ordinances made provisicn for the aperation<of

=
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the Puget Sound Electric Rallway, (commonly known aS‘the Tacoms

Tnterurban}, and the Pacific Northwest Traction Company, {common=~
5 1y knéwn as the Everett Interu rban?, respectively, over the itracks

of the municipel street railway system, in the event that the ne~

otistions between the city and the Fuget Sound Traction, Light &




Power Qompagy were consummated, These ordinances were Fassed by

the City Council on December 31, 1918, and thereafier duly a2pprove

ed by the mayor.

Becausg of the p;pposed purchase of the traction com-

prany's street railwey system, one F. A. Twichell instituted 2 suit

T from 2 consummation of such Purpose

=i

against the city to en join

in the manner provided by said ordinances, The Superior Court
susteined the legelity of the ordinsnces and this holding was there-

-

after affirmeg by the Supreme Court.
Subseguent to the taking over of the street railway sys=-

tem of ths Euggt Sound Traction, Light & Power Company, upon request

0f tke City Council this department drew sn ordinsnce Providing for
%

H
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in other
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e:t- dditions and bstterments to the municipal stree ‘
railway syétan and authqrizing a bond issuerin”the sum of‘$790,000.
Iﬁ wa s in cangectian‘with_the ssle of this 1atter issné tha? the

guestion as to the authority of the city to dispose of its utility

bonds below par was raised, %o which reference hasg heretofore been

e FUBLIC MARKET.

Iz the lest smmuel report mention was made of the sstab-
lispment’of,the Mﬂnigipal Fish Market(ﬁbrgugb t@ekgssgangeraﬁ@”sgle
of utility warrants in the sum of $l6,OOO,Hpursuant‘to an og@inance
drawn by this department., During the peast year, at Ehs reguest of
the City Council, this depertment drew an ordinance.praviding for
certain edli tions and betterments té, end extensions of, such mar-

ket and euthorizing the issusnce of utility warrants in the Ffurther

sum of $50,000,

3




I1T.

PUBLIC UTILITIES, _“IVATIEV

PUGET SOUND‘TBECTION, LIGHT & ?O?EB CGM?&UV

There were pending on spresl at the time of the last

sannual report certain cases involving cuestions arising under the

franchises of the Puget Sound Traction, Light & rower Companys viZ:

This cease was & SuUl® instituted to compel the company
to pey its just proportion of the cost and expense of the Fremont

@60,197000 In comyl ance With»the texrms of the Street Rail*ay
Furchase Gontragt, executed purguantrto Qrdinance 0. 59059, the
+ract10n company ulsnlssed its aygeel and, anthe 28th day of Ilay,
1319, filed amremittitur 13 the Superior Soarti" Said Eurcha;e
Contrsct provided for ths’pavmént of a prop@rtion‘of>said judg-
ment, (which has been done), and for the satisfaction of said
judgment by the city as 1o The balancerthe@egf.rv e ceglled %0
the attention 0T the'City Qouncﬁl by communication bear Lné date
the 19$h day of June, 1919, fGomb+rolle%' File No. ?éﬁSG} ﬁhaﬁ 
all covenants unﬁer sai&rcontract beenv§erforme& inrso fay as
csntract related to ﬁragsactions had Wiﬁh_ﬁ@isléepartmen§1
butrthat this office had th satisfied said gua ﬂent, penc

notice from the City Council that &ll other covenants ofythe tracf
tion company had been by it performed.‘ We'have not es yet recelv-

ed such notice and have not, therefore, satisfied said judgment.




(b) Mandamus to Compel Paving.

In the Superior Court for King County, in causes Num-
bers 120762 and 124828, the city had secured judgment snd writs

of mandate directing the traction company to do certasin paving

unier its franchise obligations. Pursuent ¢ the purchase con-
tract above referred %o, the traction company dismissed these ap-
reals and, on the 28th day of May, 1919, filed remittiturs in the

Superior Counrte

(c) Ticket Sale Cases

The traction company hed tsken an appesl %o the Supreme
Court of the United States, in Cause No. 2046 of the United Ststes
District Court for the Western District of Washington, Northern
Divisions the same being an sction arising aut'of an attenpt, by
ordinance, %0 compel the traction compamy to sell tickets on its
street carss In this case the company claimed dameges in the
sum of $70,000,00 This sppeal was dismissed pursuant to the pur-
chase contract above referred %o, and the mandate of aismissél
£iled with the Clerk of the District Court on the 17th day of

Julys 1919

2, SEATTLE & RAINIER VALLEY RAILWAY COMPATY.

During the year there has been one proceeding before
the Public Service Commission, involving proposed increases inv
rates fer the Seattle & Rainier Valley Railway Company, viz:

(a) 6-cent Fare Case.

This proceeding arose out of the filing of a tariff by

the company invelving & straight 6-cent fare, with an additional

fare where & transfer was accepted or issued. Porsuant to dlirece

~11=
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tion of the City Council, a complaint was filed and 2 hearing had
on May 14th gnd 15th, 1919; 2t the Chember of Commerce rooms in

the City of Seattle. The svidence established that the streed

reilway company, which had recently passed through & receivership
procesding, was losing moneye. The commission, subseguent 0 the

hearing, entered an order approving the tariff as filed. The

he

street railwsy company thereafter filed another tariff providing

f@r farther increases and eliminating free transportation of po=

b T

licemen and firemen. As vet, no sction has been taken in respect

4o this later tariff.

Se STATE WIDE CONFERENCE ON STRESET RATLWAY RATES.

Section 8626-25 of Remington®s Code, being that section
of the public service cdmmission law limiting street railway fares
0 not %o exceed five cents, was amended by the 1919 Legislature
to permit a higher rate of fare zfter hearing had before the Pub-
1lic Service Commission. . The gmendatory éct -- Chapter 33, Leaws
of 1919 -~ was sen emergency measure and became effectiée forthwith,
upon spprovel by the Governor on February 15th, 1919, The Public
Service Commission immediately called a statevwide conference of
the representatives of the varlous street railway lines and of the
city officials in cities of the first and seéoaﬁ clssses. This
conference wes held a2t the Commercial ¢lub in the City of Taccma
on the 28th dsy of February, 1919, and resulted in a general show~
ing %to the effect that street railway lines were not making moneye
The sttitude of the Commission, 28 expressed at that time, s=zemed

to be *that it would grant any raises reguested by the street rail-

T T e




way lines if the tariffs indicated that an increase in revenue

would result,

LIGHTI

I FG COMPATTY.

During the year one case has been disposed of on appeal

to the Supreme Court znd two new cases have been filed before the
Public Service Commission, involvin ng rates and service of the

Seattle Lighting Company .,

(2) Pirst Gas Case.

This case was pending on the city‘s appeel to the Su-~
preme Court at the time of the last report. It involved the gp~-
Proval of an incresse in rates granted the compsny. This matter
was argued before the Supremé Court‘on the 25th day of February,
1919, and a2 decision subsequently rendered approving the order of

the Public Service Commission. & petition for rehearing was fil-

)

eds gnd denied, thus closing the cass, The decision of the Su-

ke

reme Court, like the decision rendered in other cases involwi ing
Oriers cf the Public Service Commission, was rendered strictly on
& guestion of law, the courts refusing to enter into the merits of

the controversy on the facts.

(b} Second Gas Case.

There was pending at the time of last report our com-
plaint before the Publie Service Commission dirscted against a
tariff of the gaé coOmMpany, Lileﬂ for the purpose of eliminating
discounts on gas bills.  This case was continued from time %o

time gnd eventually sbandoned by the gas company, and sn order




entered by the Public Service Commission susteining the complaint

and disspproving the tariff,

(c) Third'Gas'Case;_

A strike was called on the 6th day of September, 1919,
involving the employees of the Seattle Lighting Company. Gas
broduction immediately deteriorated in guality and guantity, the
pressure becoming so low as to make the gas useless for domestic
purposes, Complaints were filed by the City of Seattle and by
the Public Service Commissions concerning the character of service,
and the cases were consolidated for trisal. A hearing Waé had
before the Public Service Commission onm October 3rd znd 4th, 1919,
The gas company had in the interim improved its service, and an
‘order was entered directing ﬁhe company to maintain stanﬂar@ ser=-
vice according to the rules of the Public Service C@ﬁﬁissian.

The Commission has under advisement the guestion of ordering re-
paratibns t0o customers by reason of the inefficient service dur-

ing the low pressure period.

5 PACIFIC TEZLEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY.

One case against the telephone company was pernding be-
fore the Public Service Commission at the time of last report,s

and 2 new case was Tiled during the current yeer, viz:

(2) TFirst Telephone Case.

This case involved s tariff filed by the FPostmaster
General at the %ime Mr., Burleson effected a nation wide increase

in telephone rates, The case was pending before the Commission




&t the time of last report, on complaint of the City of

directed against said tariff in so far es it sffected the City
of Seattle. Marniy other 01+1es filed com intss &ll of which

were consolidated for the purpose of hearing A state wide hear-

ing was held beforefﬂhe”Gomm;381on,'nomnepelnﬁ January 1sth, 1919,

covering & pericd of three days and three nighits. Subseqguent to

the filing of the city's complaint, (on December &6th, 1918), the
ke )

United States, by virtue of a coantract, became the party in inter-

est snd entitled %o 211 revenues of the telerhome compeny. INone

of

fl]

of the cities participating in the hearing had been advise

£

this change of status, and learnmed of 1t for the first time a%

(o

the commencement of the hearing before the Commission. A11 of

&

the complaining cities forthwith attacked the ju on of %

';.Jl

sdict
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Commission to pass on rates imvolvingbthe interestsyaf the United
Statess. The ohjections wers overruled by the Commissidn, which
subsequently entered an order epproving the rates provided for
by the Postmaster Genersl's tariff, and further ordered that all
contracts irconsistent therewith be cancelled. The cities of
Seattle and Tacoma sued out writs of review in»the Superior Court
for Thursiton County, which were comsolidated for hearing and ar-

mned on the 10%h day of April, 1919 Prom an order of the Thurs-

(8j¢}
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ton County Court, afflfu&ﬁg the order of the Public Service

missions both cities have taken & ceals which are now peniing in

the Supreme Court, and which will probably be set down for argu~

ment at the January, 1920, term.

(b} Second Telephone Case.

The exchange service of the Pacific Televhone & Tele-

graph Company became SO POOT during the fall ©

to direction of the City ounell, a com@laznt was filed by this de-

partment with the Public Service Commission. The Commigsion f£iled




& complsint on its own mo@ion. Both comylalnts were consolidate

ed for trisl sand hearlng was had on October 65%th and 7th, 1919,

which establlshed the poor character of the serv1ce complamned

cf, The company agreed W use its best endeavors 40 improve the

An order wes entered continuing the cese for furfher

hearing on December 94k, 1919, pending which %ime the telephone

Company was ordered to make bhi-weeklw repcrts %o the Commission
A o s

(o1}

concerning pProgress made. The company was also directed %o bring

its service up %o normsl in the lntervening period.

IV,

MISCELLANEOUS BOARD HEARTNGS.

1l STREET RATILWAY TAX,

By the terms of the Street Railway Purchase Contract,
brovided for by Ordinsnce No. 39069, the city and company agreed
To apportion among themselwves, on the basis of length of +ime each
was in pdssessi@n of the property during the year 1919, any taxes
that might be assessed for the year 1919 against the street raile-
way Proverty purchased pursuant %o said contracts In an attempt
to burden the prz roperty with s tax before the @ity took possession,
the State Tax Commissioner, before taxing arny other prener*”eé in
the State, on the 15th day of March, 1919, undertock %o list the

aid street railway properiy in the sum of $12,000,000 for the PUT~

rose of taxstion. Protests were filed with the State Tex Commis-

sioner by the city and the traciion company, which protests were
argued before him on the 28%th day of April, 1919, The State Tax




bcmmxasioner refused 1to recede from his p@SlfLon, and the clty and
compauy again entered a protest before the btate Board of Equallzaw

tions which was nreseﬂtea and argued n he

tified the figures to the Assessor of King Countys, to be entered up~-
onn the rolls. The traction company has commenced a suit to +test

the validity of this tax, naming the city as a party defendant.

Ze PORTLAND RATE DIFFERENTIAL.

The City of Portland has been seeking for years & rate

differential in its favor and against Puget Sound cities, in re-

spe

(&}

% to reilway transportation between the Inland Empire and north-

Wesv

peet

ports. Oampiaints were filed with the Interstate Commerce
Commission by the Inland Empire Shippers’ League énd Portland par-
ties, including the City and Port of Poritisnd, the Portland Commis-
sion of Public Docks and the Portlend Chamber of Commerce, and in
2ddition by the City of Warrentcn. Pursvant to direction of the
City Counecil, this department intervened on behalf of the City of
Seattle, aéting in conjunction with the Seattle Chamber of Commerce
and Commercial Club snd the Port of Sesaitls. The City of Tacoma,
the Port of Tecoma and the Tacoms Commercial Club, the City of

Everett and the Everett Chamber of Commercey; the City of XKernewlicks

the City of Vancouvers; the City of Spokane and Spokarne Chamber of

(]
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ity of Astoria likewise intervened. The rail=

Q

o) » and the
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way companies operating in the northwest, which were made parties
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efendent by the original complainaents, also eppeared in the var-




jous esses, which were consolidated for purpose of trisl, end
heard by Commissioners Deniels, Hell and Eastman. The hearing

commenced in the City of Portland on the 21st day of July, 1919,

and covered a period of two weeks, closing in the City of Seattle

on Saturday the 2nd dgy of August, 1°19,. Briefs have been filed

¥
.
L

and the matter is now nnder sdvisement before the Interstete Com-

merce Commission.

Se DRAWBRIDGE REGULATIONS.

Considerabls complaint being mede by reason of small
craft causing the opening of drawbridges on the Lake ashingion
Cansl and on the VWest Watefway during rush hours, 2 hearing was
ordered by the Waerepartment in respect to ssme. Puisgant o
direction of the City Council, this deparitment sppeared on be-
half of ﬁhevCity of Seattle before Lieut. Col. Woodruff, District
Enginser representing the War Department, on November 19th, 191%9.

Tarious shipping concerns and improveme nt clubs elso appeared at

gald tTime. The regulstions contended for DY the Clty of Seattle
met with the spproval of the District Engineer, who has prepared
proposed regnlations recognizing our contentions and forwarded
the same %o the War Department for gppr@val. Upon such gpproval

and promulgation thersof, the seme will be effective forthwita.
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During the year the city att
17784 cases 1n the police court, resulting in the imposition and

collection of fines and forfeltures o the smount of $151,889.90,

. Py kY - - AL
which is a gain in receipts over the previous yesr of $45,866.56.
The totael here showmn i1s of cash receipvis and does not include
Tines impcsed in cases vhere defendants were confined in the city

in lieu of payment of the fine. In the cases involved,

]

jai

2239 were prosecutions for violation of the liguor ordinances snd

Proceedings vpon search warrants, Sixteen cases hsve been appeal-

ed to the Superior Court and tried and disposed of therein, Tresult-

[

ing in the collection of fines in the sum of $630.00 No appesls

were teken from the Supexior Court to 42
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During the year; in addition to innumerable conferences

£

concerning municipsal affairs,with city officials, of which no for-
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nt has rendered 151 wriltien legal
opinions upcun variouns guestions submitted by the several depart-

ments of the city government,




vii.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTION

The members of the City Council, and other municipal

officigls, have, from time to +time, requested this department

to prepare ordinances and resolutions. Complying with such

]

& -
quesis, the department has drawn during the period Ffrom December

1, 1918, to November 30, 1919, 210 ordinsnces angd resoclutions,

VIII.

IISCELLANEOUS WORK.

CHARTER.

1. ZEVISION OF CITY
In my lest ennual report I recommended the submission

of emendments which would eliminate from the City Charter ceriain

provisions declared invalid or inoperative by couwrt decisions, and

Q
0

b

rtain other provisions rendered obsolete by enactment of state
laws. Pursuant to this recommendation, I was requested by t
City Council to draft ell such proposed emendments. The proposed

amendments submitted to the electors on lisrch 4th, 1919, 1o sccom=-

vlish this purpose, were all ratified. Thereafters; pursuant 0
the reguest of the Clty Council, I undertook the revision of ths

City Charter %to msake the same conform to the smendments that had

been adopted subsequent to March 2nd, 1915, the last preceding re-

sion having been made

immediately following the adootion of cer-

T T A T




toin smendments on said date. This work of revision was complet-

o4 =nd = new publication of the Charter made as of May 1st, 1919,

moTs

3s EGISLATION AFFECTING TEE CIZY.
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viewing all the legislation aff
Tegislature, I deem 1% Dproper t5 ezl your sitention to several

matters that were before that legi

tered, and others oppossds by the cliye. During the legislative
session, or immediately prior thereto, I was reguested %o draft

introduction. Pursuant o this reguest, I pre-

sred snd secured the introduction of bllls pertaining to the fol-

lowing matterss

(2) The levy of locsl improvement sgosessments upon gl]l State

1z2ndse

(b) The operaticn of municipal street rzilways teyoand the cor-
porate 1limits of any &ity of the first class to the extent of five

milese

(¢} The nce of serial bonds maturing over 2 period not

ssua i

l.J.

o exceed the 1life of *he improvement for which the ssme were igsued

+o exceed fifty ¥earsSe

in sny event not
r=fund loans, which constituted 5 modi-

(4) The meking of inte
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The sgle of sul

et
£} The levy of assessments for the filling of streets 1o

nection with sanitary Tillse




The city especially des +ed the passage of the first f@ur

measures. The first two of said messSures we

proved by the Goveranor; the one rels

+o suthorize such opEIra~

+ miles beyond the corporate limitse The

wlarly interested in, viz, that

aunthorizing the 1ss 18] bonds, end the making

of inter-fuand loans: vasse
Houses.s
There was another

1y affected the :nterest of the citys vi

would have suthorized the e stablishment of & county
Gedsr River watershed. This bill, was fostered by private

interestss; was hastily pessed by the Senste under %he lesdership of
r of the Thirtieth District, and Senztor William

Winen Tthe pill resac

Senator Howard Taylo
Wrays of the Thirty=third Dis trict. hed The
Houses 1T was recommended for pPassages but Gouncilman HoOTe end I,

&

cured a re-reference of the Dill %o the

,:a-

repressnting the city, se€
appropriate Touse Committes and & public heoring Thereol. As =2
sece of legislation was defeateds e lthough

results this vicious PpiLe
closing hours

.,

attempt to resurrect the
pills before the

there was an same during the
of the session. There were Other Legislature,
which, 1f passeds wonld have jdetrimentally affected th

+he city, as, for instance, the messures providing for the mod~
n law to increase -

n of %the Public Ser rvice Cormissio

ers of the public Service Gommisgsions the state regu-&t:s

oulation of employzent &ge

CQ

neys and the elimination of municipal e




ciss, but these measures wele defentede
I shsll refrain at this time fr9

relative to state legislation, since another snnusl

tunity to publicly express my appreciation
rvice being rendered by the employees in the

the past few years there has been
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i increase in the number of proposit

vartment, many of which oresented gquesiions thaet were €1

this states or upon which there hsd been but few decisions by courts
%

tion. A1l matters coming
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of 1zs% resort in any jur

partment have received the same carefnl consideration that wounld be

ng every

Hestowed upon like matters reasching s private law offices 2

care has been teken W protect the city ip the exercise of its law-

fyl rights end in the conservation of public fund

devote thelr time sxclusively to the

bers of the Law Deparitment now e

" - £ - e
service of the public, which, in 2 large measure: sccomnts for %the
fzc% that, while There nas been & marked ilncrease in +the voiume of

asiness transacted in the department, there hes been bat s, compsr=

o'

atively smell increasse in the forces
T 2lso desir

deration snd ready co~operatio
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511 the other departm ents O

511 depariments feel o greater freedom in
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seeking the counsel and advice of the Law Departmend resultin
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Sorporation Gounsel.




