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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON

January 18; 1918,

Mr, Hugh M. Caldwell,
Corporation Counsel,
Seattle, Washington,

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to your request on behalf.of the City of Seattle
for the approval by this Department of an application by the City for a
permit for power development on the 1oq§r Skag;t River in the State of
Washington., Tt is understood that the City desirééaaction to be taken
at this time in order that it may be able at an earl& date to call for bids
for the construction of a hydroelectric plant of a capacity of approxi-
mately 25,000 kilowatts, at a site on the lower Skagit River, that a
plant of this capacity would meet the present needs of the City, but that
the City intends in the future, as the demands for power increase, to ex-~
tend its development work further up the river in which event it is prob-
able that the lower development now applied for would be superseded by the
new development.

An examination of maps and other data available indicates that such
a development as is immediately proposed could.be‘mhde without interfering
with the subsequent development of the remainder of the river if the City's
operations for any reason should not e xtend beyond the lower site, - Lhe

Department is willing, therefore, that the lower Skagit site should be
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used as a basis for calling for bids for the proposed plant and in the
event any bids so offered are accepted, or if not accepted, in the

event the City will itself undertake to make the development, the De-

partment will grant a permit to the City for the purpose.

The Department will also grant the City until May 15, 1918,
priority of consideration for any further developments of the Skagit
River on the understanding that in the meantime the City will prepare
and submit to the Department its proposed scheme for such develdpment,
A If the City proceeds under this authorization and subsecuently
fails to carry out its plans, it is understood that no expenditures
which the City may have made in this connection shall constitute any
obligation, moral or otherwise, upon the Department to extend the
priority of the City.

Very truly yours,
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Secretary.



