ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE LAW DEPARTMENT
CITY OF SEATTLE
December 1, 1916

to
December 1, 191%
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o INJURY ACTICHS. Amt, involvwed
Pending Eoﬁémhef 30, 1916, 42 ﬁ296,212.06
Commenced since lovember 30, 1916, 26 $156,035,580
68 $452,847.50
Tried and concluded to Dec 1, 1917 3z . $205,069.60.
Aetions pending November 30, 1917 36 $5247,187.90

0F the 32 cases tried since November 30, 1916, 17 cases
invelving '¢40 524,60 resulﬁed in decisions in favor of the city,
and in the 15 remain iBg gcages, 1nvgleﬁg $58,p35.00, Judgmentis were

iven mgalm@t tae 61ty amounting to $80606.00. This ﬁe@arimeﬁt e~

.

sisted quccessf&?lﬂ 9é.~@ cf the u@ount sued o

9

in the personal

njury casss trled. of tﬂe sb perwonnl n ur cages now cending,

-
- -
&

5 of such cases have been zppesled to bhe supreme court of the
State of Waghington, Judgments heving been em%ere& ag i st the

ity in ssid cases in the lower court in the aggregate;sum of

3. DAMAGE TO PROPERTY SUITS Amt. involved
Suits pending Hovember 30, 1916 26 oo $163,434.,20
Commenced since November 30, 1916 22 c o 99,887.80
Totel covering period of this report C 48 $263,121.70
Tried snd- concluded -to December 1, 1917 g 38,659.?@

(ol
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Pending November 30, 1917 E 2;,48 .00

“0f .the 9 cases tried sinecse Ecvember'ﬁs, 19156, & casaes

involving $33,428.70 resulted In decligions in favor of the city,

and in the remsining 4 cases, involving $0211.00, judgments were
ziven agsinst the c¢ity amounting to $1225.10. This department

resisted successfully 96 9% of ihe amoun% sued for in the actions

| for damages to property.




Amount Involved

Pending Novembe T 30, 1916 8 ¢ 31,015.75
Commenced since Wovember 30, 1916 0
PO T AT e 31,015.75
Tried and concluded to November 30, 1917 4 1,378.50
Pending November 30, 1916 . 4 + 640,25
Of the four ceses tried involving §1,375.50, judgments in =11
@ses were given im favor of the city.

5, Hiscellaneous cases.
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0f the 117 miscellaneouh aet ‘tried end concluded &uring the
reriod of this report, 86 of ssid miscellaneons coses were nccmeﬁ

P

interest cases begun by tlre city

corporstio - counsei‘an& dismissed Dby ¢

direction of =and vursusnt Bﬁrigg
the year there were pending =nd commenced of-
ficers, firemen cnd other city officisls. ses
lnvolving $48,337.50 were tried. were

UO}.. \JQ

rendered zgainst the defen
&
s were begun garsuanﬁ to claims arising from vsriouns zrrests,

destruction of property in liguor rzids, etec.

Am oun Involved

Cleims for demeges pending Nov. 30, 1916 16§ 12,169.00
Claims for doms ges referred to this devart-
ment for lmvewtlwxﬁzgm, Trom November 30, N R
1216 to Nsvemb@r 30, 1217 184 490,309.00

T OT AL —-mmmm 170 502,478.00
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disposed

6 and Tov.30,1917:

Between
settled -~ 3 780,00
o Megec@@d,~~ 136 464,6%0.00
Totel personzl injury claims pending ,
November 30, 1917 ; . 0 B1 e 375,038,00
TOTAL ~e—wme 170 &  502,4%8.00
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Turing the period of this report, we mede 107 an

ga ﬂzgﬂﬁtrt cases, 86 per cen for the gzrnishment of

wages of c¢ilty employes snd 14 per cent. miscellaneous subjects. About
39 per cent. of the gca es came to trlal on questions of exemptions or

assignment.

IT.

PUBLIC UPITITIES, MURICIPALLY OVEED

During the veriod coversd by this report

Juvcessfullj defended the two csses of Shorts v.
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Seattle, the result of which was to estzblish by & ruling of the S

reme court the right of the leglslative body 0f the city %o lssue

honds vithout = vote of the people Ffor the extension of the 1lignt end

heve beern 4rs

city council, zdopting & plan or sraten

ending the addition of &

completed hydro-electric plant to be scguired by the vroceeds of bonds
o be icsued in & sum not exceeding $5,000,000. Srecificntions for
these additions heve been zpproved by this depsrtment and the condemna-

ings resulting in the zeguisition of the site upon which

1

142]

o]

o

n
the sdditional unit to the steem plant is b%lﬁé gconstructed were

o

Portr-six (46) sotions were commenced for the ii@%%iﬁg de-

-

snd power bills, -HTDWV'

7hich we recelved “HQS*CQ s for $1407.83,
Bleven (11) clsims were filed for the light

devsritment in either bsnkruptcy or that of estztes.
-
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One of the

AT

+0 suthorize an issue of utilit
water supply

econdennation proceedings were ©

ztengion, was also bregw*eu

reguest 0of the couwncil.

oA TT TN
Hallnal. Th

-

Ballard over the

the removal of

system: 0f the city

and

is

Shorts cases above referred To-

also established the rig ~ht of the legislative body of the ciiy.

v bonds for the extension of the.
An ordinapnce was prepared and

*

arried out by t

for the gequisition of Swan Lale aﬂ& other property Lor the
enlargement of the water systen. An ox&wn nee amthoriziﬂg the
issusnece 0F Dbonds in the Sam of 53,700,000, to pay for ublS

amendmentes thereto maﬁ@ é% %me

department has drswn various

inion

ordinances & eﬁﬂere& severs i/ op éﬁf@e%iﬁg the munici
street :aiiwava The greatest amoum@yof wdfk W&S'éﬁﬁ i & 1n
the successful defense of the suit brought Ey fﬁ H. ¢alle ta
em;olﬁ The exten ’oﬁ Of‘the ﬁﬁmieipalystrest railms 11@1 into

we&t h@i&ge, resulting in

11 barriers to tn@ comp 19010& of is exbtension.
Ordinances ani papers ﬁecessarg in the purchase of the oyal
Heights line by the city were also pfepare&. Ordinances @rdviiing
for the condemnation éf‘tﬁe right to uoﬁu%ruﬂt éﬁ eleVaté&‘féiiﬁéy
line over Zailroad anﬁ ‘hetoom Avenuss were alsc ﬂre area A13ﬁ4
an ordinance ycvi@i?g for the submissioﬁ ﬁ@ythe v&ters Of/ﬁﬁ@
matter of %ﬁe issuance of gamer&l baﬁ&syim,th@ sum bf\$5bO,D®G'
for seid elevated rsz“v | |
ILL.
PUBLIC UTILITIES, PRIVATILY OF
1. PUGER SﬁggﬁkTEACTZSE,
Much of ﬁﬁe time of this deparitment héé-beem'ésnsu@eﬁ in

apparently endless litigation

14

endeavoring

to compel the Fuge®t

Sound Tracition, Light & Power Company to live up To its franchise
1 obligations.
} -
| - —



BT MR OMTN YT T i o > 5 2 3

POUR-CENT TICKETI. The Fublic Service Commission,

afte s Powmedsnl haswdno o A e A T2 arS o Py o
fhter a Ifarclicel hearing, sntoerel & CoXCer Te.leving Sglid company
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of its obligsation %0“s§11 Tour-cent tickets ag require

frenchise. The cass is now on zppeszl to the supreme court. This

metter has heretofore beem fully ccvereé by communicetions from

the company Tor the operation of 1ts cars ﬁ er@ovef.
VING. - Pursusnt to euthority of

and brought o triasl on the 26th

meckintosh to obiein the issusncs

z the compeny to pave vetween 1ts
tracks, ond for eightesn inches on each side thereof, as required -
by its frenchise. This case was held under advisement by the

voiof July, 1917, et which time the court

hut in bhe exercise of his discretion the court would n ar der the
vaving to be done umtil ﬁhe-?ﬂ&lic~ﬁerv;ce Sommission had passed

mede to the commigsion some ysars

npon the conpany
srior thereto, for an order relieving it of its various franchise
obligations. 4 hearing was thereupon obleined before the commission

=l

on the 16th day of July, 1917, at which +ime we hed every reason’

n

ot

to expeet the commission would follow the ruling mede by it

the Tacoma case perticipated 1m‘bygéhiﬁw<e;ar%$aﬁt unéer suthority
v council. : Although the same guegtions were in-

*

volved as in the Tazcoma case, the commission has now held this-

mstter since July last without rendering sny opinion thersom.




other portions of streets than those covered by the first scltion,
snd the ssame came 9n for hearing b@fare Judge Dyvkeman on the 19th
: : TLOE : g 5 :

1
day of October, 1917.. Although the m:tier was fully presented to

the court and briefs furanished by both sides, no decision has been

rendered to date.
As. ghown by this stsltement of the fmcts, the responsivility

for the feilure of the city to obtein en adjudicution of thig im-
nortant matter does not rest upon this depcrtment. However, we

are not discoursged and it may be that @ "spring drive” will pro-

. HARNINGS. An sction wes brought to compel

the company to psy two ver cent of its gross earnings for the year

1916. This aetion resulted in 2 Judgment being rendered in fevor

L2y

of the City in the superior-court by Judge Rorneld. The company hes
now sppealed to the supreme court.

[DGE., Hegotistions for the use of the

new temporsry Spokene Avenue bridge by the traoction comrany were

therein snd Jrafted the necesssry ordinsnces to carry out the agree-

ment between the city couneil sni the company. Condemation pro-

ceedings for an approach t2 the W@\TeriV'em of the bridge sre MWow

A pumber of conferences hetween the city council end the
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arrying

e
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fote

Sesttle & Rainier Valley Railwey Company psrticipated in by this
T nences

rtment resulted in the drafting of eleven ord

ements rea hed by the c¢ity couneil

out the agre e ; and %he compeny. The
absence of litigstion between the city ané this compeny is in mark-

ed contrest to the litigetion hereinbefore referred to beiween the
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The Seattle Lizhting Company filed & new schedule in-
creasing its reates and sdopting & "ready to serve™ charge.

The conduct of t&g Public Service OOmmiggion,in denyimg the

City an Oppo T@%ﬂltv t0 be hes rd before ner nltii ng Tl

10 g6 into effect haS heretofors been called to your atien-
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mmunications from this department. The "pitiless

publicity™ given to the arbitrary snd unpsralleled action

of the Commission in this instence has g
without its beneficial T@Sﬂlﬁﬁ;‘as $M@10ﬁtea bg‘%he n@ﬁ
gprarent willingness o the FPublic Service Commission to
hear from The City of Sesttle onm all matters affecting it.

In the gas case the attitude taien by the commission was

thet it hed no deowre to hear from The City of Seattle as it

;ja\

n Bl

=1

was not %e}ieveﬁ that iﬁ @o&i& aid & solution of the

problems before the Commission.

position of finoes ant .
gein in recei@ta over the pre ioas ‘year of $28,796.45,

R

&uring £he same ceriocd 71 sppeals ffom the police court
4

were tried énﬁ‘ﬁiapose@ of in the supériO? court, and 12
of these czses were amnpealsd 0 the s*efede com%t of the
‘Sﬁate. Thé St ym me co uv@’ﬁ%s disposed of 7 ofﬁﬁhese
cases, and 5 sre still pending therein.

-l



the mayor snd police officers in damage suits brousght by
the ovwners of "blind pigs" snd other unlawiul establishmen
that have been wrecked by the "dry squad”. - He has also

hendled mumerous habeas corpus, mandsate, injunction, and

other special proceedings For the police depertment.  So

the eity or the

far no judgments have bheen secured agal

officers by any of Tthe parties suing in these cases. The

work in connection with the police courd : nd civil suits

arising from tie f0t1»¢i5 of the police force has &t
reguired the services of two assistenis in addition To the
city attorney.
Ve
OPINIONS

During the period covered by this repord., 163 written
legal oplinions were rendered to the wvarious ci t§ &@ awﬁa
nents. In sddition to this, ilnmumerable conferences, of

which no record is kept, have been held relative to city

affairs, lone of the opinions of this department has
been overruled or c¢riticised by the courts.

4]

1. A vast amount of work has been dons dy this depariment

in connection with the selesctive draft for the United Siates

o

B Army. Under act of congress this pariment was required
to advise all U
. in both the registration and the sslection of those eligible

| ' ‘ pog . ; o ans o A ;
; to draft. One of the assistants in this depariment has




tion and exemption boerds, and agrnother, by appointment of
the governor, has scted as appeal agent for the government
in connection with the same WOTrkK. This additionsl work,
as well &s the assistance rendered in the preparation of
aﬁswerﬁ to the quest 0nn51re, has been hepdled LUy the'
department in addition O its regular duties without sany

sinerease of forece or expense TO &ny 0NS.

AR Bv direetion of the eity council I attended the last
. J J

session of the legislature and spent considerable time in

2y}

o » -

keeving The councll 1nfo vmed of prospective lepiglation
By M St

=

which would affect the interest of the citye.
fully covered in & communication addressed t¢ the council

after the adjourmment of sislature and will not be

repeated hersin. The same recommendations made in my
armual report of a year ago sre still urged by this depa art-
ment but since the legislature does not meeodt during the

-

coming year they are not now agaaﬁ set forth ne rein.

Respectfully submitted,

.

ICorporation Counsel. (/f
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