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the work was established. In the other the gquestion of the validity

0f the first contract atte enpied to be let to Gzhan & Byrne, involving

$l,239;271.00, was passed upon, The four suits below were to enjoin

the construction of the work under the present contracts made by the

¢ity, and involve the validity of contracts for $1,203,909.00,

$811,004.00, $213,409.00 and $79,495,00, respectively.

The city was sustained in all these cases, except the one in the

Supreme Court in relation to the first contract attempted to be made

with Gahan & Byrne. This departuent gave an opinion in writing that

this cont act, if entered into, would be illegal. The Supreme Court

S0 decided,

Although the special ordinance ordering this great improverent

ontemplated that this departizent should have special counsel to aid

in the work, and the council offered special assistance for this pur-

pose, it was by this office declined, and all work was done by this

department alone. The details of this work were very great, but so

far not a single error a5 been found., For this remarkable resuylt

great credit is due to the o areful and competent work of the assist-

-

TS

e

Corporation counsel, Mr, Edward Von Tobel,

OTHER CONDEMNATION PROCEEDINGS,

The dmprovement of First Avenue has caused more work and litiga-

s in regard
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,..J

to this improvement have been finally determined, and the total Judg-
ments are less than anticipated,.

Another important proceeding, already determined 1o be for whe

<

public use and now set for trial, is the condennation of whatl 1is
known as the "Yesler Way Slide," on ihe north side cof Yesler Way,

L

tetween Seventh and Fifth Avenues., Thi
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ed aznd surfaced and otherwise improved to prevent sliding into the
streets, will be made intc & public park,

Owing to the many improvements being made, more condemnaiion Pro-
ceedings have been had during the period covered by this report than

for all previgus time since the organization of the city.

r-"

The system recently adopted of assessing adjoining properiy to

et o —

el R i (=

pay for properiy taken/“aq creatly increased the work of thnis depari-
ment in ithese preceedings,
SUITS FOR PERSONAIL. IMJURIES,

~

Suits have been brought against the c¢citiy for perscnal injuries,

(B

claiming damzges tc the amount of $134,314,85, Of these suits,claims
to the apount of $29,729.85 have been litigated and finally determined

in court, with the result of only one Jjudgment against the city, and

h

that verdicti was obtained for

jax)

or $500, In one for $5195,00,
$500,00, A motion for new trial is now pending in this case, One

case was compromised, and suits are now pending for $92, 350,00,
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This aeD riment has defended three damage suits against mem-

5

rs of the police force. In each case $1000,00 damages was as ’ea.'

In two of these cases the jury returned a verdict for the defendant,

and the other case was dismissed by the plain tiff on the day of trial.
POLICE COURT.

There has been tried in the Police Court  approximately 8,500
cases, and fines have been collected to the amount of $52,250.35.
Many cases tried in this court “avé been appealed to the Superior
Court, and have been of great importance, where the validity of ordi-
nances were attacked in regard to licenses, nuisances and police
powers.

The city attorney, Mr. Ellis DeBruler is worthy of the highest
commendation for the ability and faithfulness with which he‘has coni~
ducted this department.

The work in alil branches of this department, as shown by the
records in this office, is rap dly increasing, and has been mueh‘

he history of

(

greater for the time tAan.anv corresponding period in t

the ¢ity.

Yours respectiully,

§

Corporation Counsel.




