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Seattle, Jan. 25th, 1915.

To the City Council
Of the City of Seattle.

Gentleren:——

I hand you herewith a report of the Engineering
Department of the Public Service Commission of the State of
Washington on the operation of the so-called "Jitney bus"
within the city of Seattle. This investigation was made
to ascertain whether or no the Jitney bus was likely to be
a substitute for the street car system over which the Pub-
lic Service Commission has jurisdiction. The report clear-
ly shows that the Jitney bus as now operated results in prof-
it neither to the jitney bus nor to the city. If the
present method of transportaticn is to be replaééd by some
other method of transportation, it should be by some method
that will adequately and permanently take care of the bus-
iness which has been cared for by the street car system.

The city of Seattle has received large sums of money from

its proportion of the gross receipts of the street car company
as well as from the money expended in paving the streets.

The jitney bus pays no money to the city either by license

or by & tax upon its earnings; its service is regulated in

no way, and it has no resronsibility whatever. Under the

law as it exists today the Public Service Commission has no

jurisdiction to regulate or supervise the operation of jitney
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buses; and no law passed by the present Legislature under
the Referendum Amendment to the Constitution will take effect
until the expiration of ninety days after the adjournment of
the Legislature. The loss per day as shown by the report
to the street car company at the present time is Two Thous-
and Four Hundred Forty-eight Deollars and Sixty-five Cents
($2448.85). Whether or no the street car company can con-
tinue to operate under such competition is a question that
can be answered only by the street car company itself, or

as the result of an investigation on the part of this Com-
mission of its valuation.

To destrcy the property of the street car company
without having an adequate and permanenf substitute there-
for would be foolish in the extreme. It is therefore sug-
gested that the City Council definitely investigate the
situation and take such action as in its good judgment is
deemed proper in the premises.

Very respectfully,

g
g

Chairman Public Service
Commission, State of
Waeshington,
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Seattle, Wesh., Jan. 23, 1915,

The Publie Serviee Comminssion of Wam
| Olympia, Weshingbome

Complying with instruotions lssued Jamuavy 18, 1915,
t0 gather zs wuch infommstion os could be secuved and compiled
during the week Felatdve to the epescilon of *Jitney Huses”,

tho wedter wishes bo offer theHilowing ss explenatoxy to the

ummnmm«muﬂ'dmwm«
of coxs 4% has been sosumed that & day should be consiterved am ten
howss and the distamce tyzveled ss 100 miles, ¥his permits the
Anterprotation of the wesults on an howrly or mileage basis, This
mmmmﬂwnmmw w&m mmmmA

of sge as shows on page / .

Since date is neb svallable, er rosdily ae at least, wpon
the vevious itoms entewing inte the oversting expense of anvs when
the cnys ave engaged in the passengey covvying business, this expense
has boen computed from date based wpam tho opevation of cuirs in genewel
use and scems to be guite definitely vozked out by the vacious aubtos
mobile companiens It is readily asparent thet the expense of Operate
m:mhmnmymmmamxuwum but rather
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© bhe vordous amm selling cors end mm:&hs i.,z_a mutm m dot.

preciation, medntensnes, eost of tiwes, coob of gag, and cost of



lubsbontdng od) wus arvived of aftor the mwmer indicated on page 7
ihie empense of apersting the caws se shown does not include the

mmuemns.m.

ihe infermation s shown in reespitulation an page S and
ae detoiled on pagey O 029 Luwedintely following velative 4o
(1) Rovanue, (2) fousrs worked, (3) Fime per Lvip one way, (4) Miles
mm mm:smmwmnmewm mnm

xummnmmmammmw,

mmmwm&lumwﬂ»mwammmmauw
wore cheeked, Sines asprowimetely all the corw weve choclked within
three days it hes been considered thot thin infoemtion praetiesily
sovers ame deys businens, 4 botel of 518 fmepections were made,

mm”mmfwmﬂmmummwﬂmw
vazded on $oo indefinite for uses Of these onrs G5F were found te

Mm'“mm’mm* divided between thirty twe

makes of onwe. Beomuse of ine low cost of opesatiem of the
M#aMm

tyve of eax, they wowld probebly show the

GEentest balanes between the SaONLAN DCKRR A4l the ZLLME
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Bevenue per aw par driven,

96,4
Hours worked per dwiver i
¢ pexr Mme pex drkw:q 03.
Hevenue per ten hour day, ‘ G
Total hours worked, _ &,
Total revenue per day, $3 922.
Total miles per day, 45,
¥iles per hourw,
Avernge lmgth of trip one way (wiles) 24
Average numbexr of mmu@ew por trip, He

ELE Rt R ol

Fevenme per ten hour day,
Operating expense of cheapest oo,

Balance to be applied as deivers hive or wage, $2.33
This shows & wage of $0.233 per hour based om information as secur~
od snd wpon opewaiing expense of ca¥s in genersl use. Undoubtedly :
the expense of eperating the cars in the"jituey” dusiness will be
greater because of the ineveesed maintenance cost and inereased dew
prociation due to the shovteming of the life of the car. This might
reasonsbly be as mueh as 20%, Purthermore, this does not consider
the lisbility due to sccidents which must be borme by the owner.
ihe Masscelmsetls Bopding and Insurance Company and the Aetna in-
surence Company sdvise that they will net insure privately owned
cars operating as"Fitneys’, and do not imow of zny company that will.

It will also be noted that the average trip one way is given
as 2.05 miles as against §.57 miles by the street caye. This does
not inchde cable lines whose average trip is 138 miles, If it were
neccssary to make a lemger haul per twip in ovder to accommodate the
publie and enter into wesl eompetition withthe street rallwey, the
revenue would be materislly lessened.

The following conditions hwm been observed as exlsting
during the time this informstion was acquired:=

(1’) Very :t:"aw drivers have any definite aehadm~




{2) Drivers avo switching from one baul to amothey in m
of the most Iuerative.
m} ‘Bumrwﬁzkuwaaamwwmmww&m“
many o ten pasvengore venides the driver being carvied By 8 five
paspenzer Foude
(5) Privers vewe found vith lews than ome wecks ex orhences
{6) Seven aceidents and one injury repovted o the poliesoe-
mmxm ma».m%ﬁ.mwmmmm

" -,‘.-mmwmﬂmaxmm«mm
mmwmwwmmmmmmmumm
ed by this weport, howeven, ﬂm&inmmwnmm
wmmwﬁmmmmmmnwaamwmw
wherein the "Jitney® business in Sgatile is profitable.

Feom the date ghown on pagef & and- |, the wtyeot wilwey
company pemdtting our accountsnt to teke this informitien frem

$hele books, it i also spperont that it is the vevenue ox shovd

hawl pocseagers whieh thay are losing This siotenend shows that
the dnly muber of pacsengess hauled Jemavy iut to 208h, 19MA wos
273 403, furnishing a revenwe of #13, 670.10, while the average
Wm«wmmmzmwxm 19th and 20, WA
ummmamtawmmnmmammm:muu
e secuved, wen 224, 429, o & vevenus of $A3, 2245, A ecomparison
of these Ticures shows a dedrense in paswenzers per aoy of 48,973
or & Lous of vevenue of 13, 440,65, The figwres as arrived st fyem
infammation pecured from the Sitney bus dvivers is quite o litide in
expens of the sbove floupes. \

Whether o not the stroct miwar ﬁmmMmﬂ
if ouoh conditiena continued to ezist could only be detevmined by
a thovoush investigstion of thot company.




the writer wiches to scknovledge the courtesy exbended by
the sutomebile declers in fumdshing information relative to oo ynte
faz expunwe, by the dvivers of the cowe for the indormotion they
geve and slee to give eredli o Mw. ¥, #. ¥1d for assistonce vendered.
Respeetfully submdtied,
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Interest on B State : ; ' '
Investmsnt ~ ‘ ~ 7 Taxes and First Second Third e ?eurﬁh

Iype of Cars Qf C‘gg Pe; cents i}}ggxecigt;og W ;,gg w m_ ;E_nsgrwa L;geneg Qg;;a_gg __&gg_agg _g_g_gg_ M E@engg
Ford, - $565. .12 .62 s 2.3 .00 $.25  $.0 $.02 $.0 $4.55  $4. $4.6 $4
laxwell, .850. $.19 .$.93 .2 .28 $2.1 $% eg “.%? ? .02 ? 4.§§ ' %g 4.93 : ?
Buick 4 cyl., 1, 085. o 24 1.19 .28 2,67 1.00 ° .25 .02 .95 5. 5,63
Reo 4 cyl., $1, 175, .26 1.28 .28 3.25 300 .25 .1o A2 .05 6.49 92 6. 26 35
Overland, 1, 200. .26 1.32 .28 3.25 .00 ..29 <10 .02 05 6.53 6.29 .§g
-Hupmobile 1, 350. «30 - .28 3.25 200 .25 - ..%2 08 - A5 6.7 6.&8 6. 40 6.48
Mitchell, 4 eyl. 1, 375. 30 $1.51 .28 3.25 .00 .25 32 .02 .05 6.7 6.37 6.69 6.77
Studﬁ)aker 6 cyla 1 5 5 033 1, 67 3 28 3. 25 2. 20 o 25 ' .14 .02 ‘05 7-19 60 42 6. 82 6. 90
Reo 6 cyl., 1,5 25. .33 1.67 .28 3.25 .00 .25 .14 .02 .05 7.19 6.38 6.82 6.90
Hudson, 1, 700. s 3 f 1.86 .28 3.25 3. .15 .02 .05 5.43 6.58 ‘5-05 %.25
Hitchall, 6 ,4cyl., 1 10. ‘37 1. 87 .28 4060 .20 ‘25 015 02 105 179 g. 98 44 . 65
Buick 6 cyZs 1 00. o3 - 1.97 .28 4,60 1.20 .25 .16 .02 .05 8.92 .05 8.51 8.71
Cadillae, 2,100. . 2,30 .28 4,60 1.20 .95 .19 .02 .05 9.35 8.30 8.%2 8.91
Lozier, 4 ecyl., 2, 250. <47 2.47 .28 4,60 1.8 . .02 .05 9.54 8.28 8.82 9,01
Chalmers, Hvy. 6, 2,550. 56 2.80 .28 4.60 1% . 0 .D .02 .05 9'98 8.62 9.05 9.22
Winton, 3400, @ .75 3.73 .28 4,60 .20 .5 .30 .02 .05 11.1 9.28 9.67 9.80
Lozier 6 cyl., 3, 400. .75 3.73 .28 4.60 .20 .29 .30 B .05 11.18 9.28 9.32 9.80
Packard, 4, 500. .99 4,90 .28 4,60 1.20 .25 .40 02 .05 12,69 10.12 10.46 10.54

Interest figured on yearly investment at eight per cent., ; All cars,

Depreciation first year 40%, second year 20% and each year thereafter, " -

Maintenance $100.0Q first yeax, ' Ford

Tires, 30x3 1/2 £65.00-3, 000 miles life. Different types of cars
" 32x3 1/2 93.00-3,500 * - il .
" 34x4 130.00-4, 000 * ” : - - W
n 36x4 1/2 184.00-4, 000 * " ’ T

Gasoline at 12 cents per gallon = Ford and all cars. :

Lubricatlng 0il at 75 cents per gallon . . .

faxes on $565.00--$6.00 per year. : Ford

Fire and theft insurance on $565.00 car--$12.00 per year. .

State license $2.00 per year All cars

City license $4.50 " - .
Garage, $18.00 * o .
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Time Bunmber Uiles

Houwrs  pex ixip of per  Total

LEICIEE e I 2xipg., dide el
§7.00 140 3.9 12 20 36 3.0 108
s ge, 170 4e 2 10 L5 0 3.5 140

8. 65 12% g.a 10 20 30 340 90
3.10 | L. & 10 15 40 3.g 140
12,00 240 50 16 20 4 A 192

260 52 2 g 20 15 3.0 4

1.29 25 2! : 15 12 AW
8,00 160 540 1 32 3.0 96
Tﬂt&lﬂ. @94.6@ i, 092 - - 83 - 274 . 963

Average, e we e 3.9 - 18 o 3o 4 -
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850 160 a9 1 538 %
g w ¥y #0002 ks 3
gﬁns 16 a‘.g ‘ 14 12 70 g.-g 140
6,00 1 3.0 10 15 4 3.0 120
g2 B 1 N 8 i &
6.00 1 .0 15 M &
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00 100 3.3 1 20 30 4.0 120
B R 2 1 ¥ R 2 n
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Mr. President :

Committee

=

Your

e o P

o

to which was referred the within

would respectfully report that we have considered the same and respectfully recommend that

Vs A

{ «

CHAIRMAN
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