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Referendum Petition Against Police Ordinance Nb. 30451

T'his to be returned on or before December 31, 1912, to 510 Leary Building.

To the City Comptroller, and to the Honorable City Council of the City of Seattle:

We, the undersigned, qualified voters of the City of Seattle, acting pursuant to the pro-
visions of Section 1 of Article IV of the City Charter, do by this petition invoke the re-
served power of the simple referendum to be exercised and ordered as to that certain non-
emergency Ordinance No. 80451 (commonly known as “Griffith’s Police Ordinance”), and
entitled “An Ordinance relating to the administration of penal justice in the City of Seat-
tle and prescribing cases in which arrests may be made without warrants, and conforming
the authority of the police of this city to the laws of the State of Washington, and provid-
ing penalties for the violation hereof,” which said Ordinance was duly passed by the City
Council on December 9, 1912, after reconsideration following disapproval and return by
the Mayor with his objections thereto, and official publication thereof.

This ordinance prescribes the only cases in which a policeman may arrest without war-
rant and subjects any police officer who in the discharge of his duties makes any arrest with-
out warrant in any case not prescribed to a fine of not less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00

or imprisonment not exceeding thirty days or to both, when convicted before any justice on
complaint made by any person.

And your petitioners, respectfully ask that all necessary procedure set forth in and re-
quired by said Section 1 of Article IV of the City Charter for the exercise of said reserved
power, be forthwith ordered and followed, and that the City Council provide for submitting
the said Ordinance No. 80451 to the vote of the qualified electors of the City of Seattle for
ratification or rejection at the next regular municipal election, to-wit, on Tuesday, March

4th, 1913.
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