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JOHN SLATTERY

@'hp QIttH u,l: &%l?‘clfl'll‘ SEC'Y TO THE MAYOR

Lxeentive Depravkneent o t
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JOHN F. MILLER, MAYOR

June 14, 1909,

Bonorabhle City Council, 5
of The City of Seattle,
Seattle, Washington.

Gentlemen:

I have the honor of transmitting to your
Honorable Body this, a petition, received by me on the
Eleventh inst., wherein certain persons conducting booths,
amusement places and refreshment stands near the entrance
to the Alaska ~Ycukon-Pacific BExposition grounds desire

certain privileges.

Very respectfully,

Fnclosure.



TC HIS HONOR MAYOR MILLER,
And to the

HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE:

e the undersigned, owners and lessess of booths,
amusement places and refreshment stands on the thoroughfares
and streets near and leading to the A.Y.2.Exposition, respect-
fully submit:

That, in contemplsation of fair and equitable treatment
and an equal amount of liberty enjoyed by merchants and amusement

DU

nromoters in other parts of ¢ v of Seattle, and in the grounds
of the A. Y. P. Exposition, have invested thousands of dollars in
the erection of booths, the leasing of land and the purchasing

of stock and the other expenses incident to running places of
amisement, or in furnishing refreshments or vending of wares;

That in contemplation of a right to expose our wares and invite
the public to purchase the same we have engaged in enterprises
involving in the aggrepate, hundreds of thousands of dollars;

That ever since we have opened our various places of amusement
and places of sale of merchandize, the police force of this city,
acting under instructions arising from a source unknown %o us,
have continually harassed us and have not only denied us the priv-—
ilege enjoyed by the persons engaged in the same lines and kinds
of business in the Pair grounds, but have restrained us from us-~
ing these methods and employing the same means to invite persons
to purchese our wares that is used by merchants and owners of
amisements in other parts of this city; That as instances of

this treatment that we complain of, which we cite merely as oxX—
amples, as an actuasl enumeration would prove too long and tedlous,
we state that we have been threstened with fine and imprisonment

for attempting to pass out cards to the public gtating the nature

and charscter of the wares we offer for sale or the amusements we
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furnish, that we have been threatened with the same punishment
for calling our wares to persons who pass on the street, and that
those of us who desired to place phonogranhs in our stands have

~

been likewise restrained and threatened with punishment for so
doing; That we have been restrained and harassed and enjoined

by threat and coercion by the police of the city, who are detail~
ed for duty in the streets neighboring the Exposition, so that

we are unable to do any fair amount of business, that such treat-
ment reduces itself to confiscation of property and an abridgement
of our rights and privileges; That we know that merchants in oth=

er parts of this city enjoy the right to pass out cards and to

-

invite persons to buy their wares and to make their places o

h

business inviting to prospective patrons and customers; That
every moving picture show in any part of the city enjoys the
right, unmolested, of playing a phonograph in front of their shows

and that music houses also enjoy and use such a privilege; -That

we know that in the Pair grounds, which is in the city limits

wares and attract the buying public;
Your petitioners respectfully submit and represent
thet unless the intolerent condition now prevailing is changed
and that unless we are again allowed to enjoy our prerogatives
and the privileges that are ours by right, we will lose in the
aggregate thousands of dollars, and your petitionersg pray that
the Honorable Mayor of this ¢ity and the Honorable Counecil of
this e¢ity will return to us our fighﬁs as citizens and remove
the obstacles that are placed in our way %o carry on our business

ard to enjoy the rights and privileges that are ourse.
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