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 DEPARTMENT 
 POLICY & PROCEDURE 

 

 WIRELESS ATTACHMENTS ON CITY LIGHT POLES 

 DPP NUMBER  DPP 500 P III-805 

 EFFECTIVE DATE  06/16/2026 SUPERSEDES   07/10/2023 

 APPROVED BY  

 

 

PURPOSE 

To clarify City Light Department (“Department”) policy for wireless attachments made to poles owned 
wholly or in part by the City and under the jurisdiction of the Department (“poles”), as further set forth in 
Seattle City Light’s Construction and Materials Standards and Practices (“Standards”) and Joint Use 
Application Handbook (“Handbook”).  

POLICY 

1. Scope. This policy pertains to all wireless attachments (e.g., antennas and associated equipment, power 
supplies, cables and fiber optic cables) with a Wireless Communications Site Agreement (“Agreement”) 
as mandated by Ordinance 118737.  

2. Purpose of Infrastructure. Needs and interests of wireless communications providers to access and 
utilize Department infrastructure shall be accommodated so long as they do not interfere with its core 
purpose and function, which is for safe and reliable delivery of electric services. Users of any poles or 
other facilities must at all times ensure the continued operational integrity, safety, and reliability of the 
Department’s electric services, personnel, and the general public.   

3. Application. All new wireless attachments and modifications to existing attachments require an 
application be submitted to the Department and/or its authorized agent. Complete applications shall be 
processed according to the process set forth in the Handbook.  

   Table 1: Application Fee 
Wood Small Cell fee per application submitted $800 
Streetlight Small Cell fee per application submitted $5,000 
Macro Cell fee per application submitted $1,600 

. 

4. Make Ready and Corrective Work. All make ready and corrective work is the financial responsibility of 
the applicant and must be performed by the City or its authorized agent. Attachments may not be 
moved or adjusted without prior written approval from the Department and any other co-owner. With 
prior approval, applicants may be permitted to self-perform some types of work, however only 
Department-authorized crews or agents are permitted to work in the supply space.  
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5. Evaluation and Verification. Engineering, field evaluation or verification of attachments shall be 
conducted at the Department’s determination and any costs incurred by for such work shall be paid by 
the applicant.  

6. Construction Charges. An estimate of the cost for work to be performed by the Department during 
regular working hours and/or on overtime shall be paid before the work commences. If payment for 
work has not been satisfied within 60 days the application shall be cancelled. A final bill will be issued for 
time and material already accrued. The need for additional work may also be identified after the 
Attachment is made or during subsequent inspections. A final bill will be issued upon the completion of 
the work to reconcile charges to actual expense.  

 A percentage of all required support, administration and overhead costs shall be applied as a non-
refundable expense to all estimates and billings. 

7. Specialized Electrical Service. Attachments may be unmetered provided that they are fused by the 
Department at the point of service. Unmetered services shall be billed flat rates based on the fuse rating. 
Applicants shall be responsible for all charges incurred by the Department to replace blown fuses. If a 
flat-rate service is not viable or practical, a metered facility must be installed. See Standards and 
Handbook for more information. 

8. Fines/Penalties: The Department shall impose fines and penalties for violations of NESC, Agreements, 
or Standards under authority codified under SMC 15.04 and Title 21. All fines and penalties will be 
charged per occurrence, per pole, per day from the date of discovery to the date of verified remedy as 
shown in Table 2. All safety codes are the minimum required and will be strictly enforced.  

    Table 2: Fines and Penalties 

 

 

 

 

 

DEFINITIONS 
 
Applicant. The individual or entity that has applied for a permit, on their or another individual’s or entity’s 
behalf, to install an attachment on a Department pole. 

Corrective work. Work discovered any time after the attachment has been made that the Department 
requires be corrected by the Department or its authorized agent, at the expense of the applicant, to meet 
applicable minimum safety codes or Standards. 

Make ready work. Work the Department requires be performed by the Department or its authorized 
agent, at the expense of the applicant, as a condition of attaching to a pole, either before approving the 
applicant’s attachment, or as may be required to meet applicable safety codes. 

Supply space. The space located between the neutral/secondary conduction on a pole and the pole top. 
This is consistent with the National Electrical Safety Code (“NESC”) definition. 

 

Safety Code (NESC) (WAC/OSHA/WISHA) $500 
Unauthorized Attachment $500 
Standard and Construction Compliance $250 
Failure to Call Job Start $250 
Failure to Call Job Complete $250 
Housekeeping or Workmanship $100 
Failure to Attach Owner Tags or Warning Placards $100 
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REFERENCES 
 
National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) 

Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 296-45, and WAC 296-46 

Seattle City Light Construction and Materials Standards and Work Practices 

Joint Use Webpage and Application Handbook 

Seattle Municipal Code 15.04 and SMC 21.49 

Seattle Municipal Code Ordinance 118737 

 
APPENDIX:   
Distribution: Posted online @ Seattle City Light Public Policies 
 

REVISION HISTORY: 

DATE CHANGES MADE REVISED BY 

 06/16/2026  Updated the Streetlight application fee from $1,600 
to $5,000 based on an average of actual crew costs 
accrued during the application process of individual 
sites. 
 

Author: Doug Haberman, Mark 
Mikkelson, Carsten Croff 
Coordinator: Kim Kinney 

 

 

https://standards.ieee.org/products-programs/nesc/#:%7E:text=The%20National%20Electrical%20Safety%20Code%20(NESC)%20is,of%20the%20public%2C%20communications%2C%20and%20utility%20workers.
https://leg.wa.gov/state-laws-and-rules/state-rules-wac/
https://www.seattle.gov/city-light/construction-services/requirements-and-standards
https://www.seattle.gov/city-light/about-us/working-with-us/joint-use-engineering
https://library.municode.com/wa/seattle/codes/municipal_code
https://clerk.seattle.gov/search/ordinances/118737
https://seattle.gov/city-light/about-us/what-we-do/public-policies


CITY OF SEATTLE  

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
 

Standard Filing Cover Sheet 
(Please fill out a cover sheet for each document you are filing) 

 

See our InWeb page for more information on filing documents with our office: http://legapps/inweb/clerk/filing/  
 
After completing this form, click Submit to file an electronic document, or print it and attach it to the 
paper document that will be filed (bring to 3rd floor of City Hall or send to City Clerk Filing, CH-03-10) 

 

 

Name of person to follow up with in case of questions: Kim Kinney                                                                                      

Phone number:    206-397-5499  

Department:    City Light Department  

Division/Workgroup: Financial Services Business Unit  

Date of filing: June 16, 2026 

The attached document is a: 

 ☐ Report (Remember to send us a MS Word file as well as your paper PDF document) 

☒ Director’s Rule (Remember to send us a MS Word file as well as your signed rule) 

 ☐ Interlocal agreement, interdepartmental MOU/MOA, lease or collective bargaining agreement 

 ☐ Response to Council Budget Action (Remember to send us a MS Word file as well as your paper or PDF document)  

 ☐ Other (please describe)   

 
Document title: DPP 500 P III-805 Wireless Attachments on City Light Poles  

 
If the document was requested or authorized by a specific resolution, ordinance, or council budget action,  
please give the number:   n/a  

 

Does the document amend or supersede an agreement or rule previously filed with us? Yes, supersedes 07/10/2023      

Is there a project or permit number associated with the document you’re filing?    n/a      

Are there any other identifying numbers we should include in the database record?    DPP 500 P III-805  

If the document relates to real property, please give the address and/or abbreviated legal description and/or 

parcel number: n/a   

What else do we need to know about this document? 
 

The Department Policy and Procedure was revised to update the Streetlight application fee from $1,600 to 

$5,000 based on an average of actual crew costs accrued during the application process of individual sites. 

 

Approved:       

  Robert Santoff, Interim General Manager & CEO  Date 

  Seattle City Light 

 

 

Robert Santoff (06/15/2026 12:35:22 PDT)
06/15/2026
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