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10 INTRODUCTION AND FINDINGS

1.1 The City owns and opefates various City real property and facilities, including
property and facilities under the jurisdiction of the Seattle Parks and Recreatxon
Department (“Parks” or “Department”).

1.2 In 2008 over 1.8 million people visited and attended programs in Parks Department
owned community centers, pools, teen centers and environmental learning centers; over
108,000 children and youth visited wading pools; over 59,000 youth events were
scheduled at sports fields; and, countless numbers of chlldren and youth visited
playgrounds, play areas, and sports courts.

1.3 As the owner and operatOr of Department facilities at which children and youth are
likely to be present, the City has a strong interest in promoting facility users’ and visitors’
confidence, particularly families with children, that such facilities are safe and secure
‘places to visit.

1.4 Carrying concealed firearms and displaying firearms at Department facilities at
which children and youth are likely to be present threatens the City’s interests in
promoting the use of those facilities by children, youth and their families. =

~1.5. Based on the relatively small percentage of Seattle residents who have concealed
weapons permits, we conclude that the vast majority of users of Department facilities
where children and youth are present are families who do not carry firearms.

1.6 Such families’ safe and secure use of Department facilities is disturbed by the threat
of intentional or accidental discharges of firearms in the vicinity of children, which can
result. from various unforeseen circumstances, (such as the escalation of disputes among
individuals carrying firearms; the accidental discharge of firearms in the vicinity of
children; the mishandling of firearms; the unsafe temporary storage or placement of
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firearms that may be found and acc1dentally discharged by chlldren and youths; and the
intimidation that occurs when someone openly displays firearms in the presence of youth
and children.

) S . { ', ‘.[
1.7 Children are frightened and threatened by the presence of firearms in facﬂmes
designed for their safe use and enjoyment;

1.8 Many injuries to children by firearms occur when children are playing and gain
access to firearms they find that are otherwise legally possessed, and there is an
increased potential for accidental injuries and deaths from such instances if adults leave
their firearms unattended or improperly stored in purses, bags, or other concealed places
while they play with their children on park equipment and facilities.

1.9 Parks are gathering places for groups of youth and young adults ages 18 to 25 for a
range of activities where fights sometimes occur, and the presence of even otherwise
lawfully-possessed firearms increases the likelihood of gun violence to resolve disputes
that would not otherwise involve a threat to life or grievous bodily harm.

1.10. Studies demonstrate that individuals possessing firearms are more likely to be shot
in an assault than those who do not have a firearm. For example, a recent study
conducted by University of Pennsylvania researchers conclude that armed individuals
were four and one-half (4.5) times more likely to be shot. It is reasonable for the
Department to conclude that more firearms in Parks facilities increases the likelihood that
someone will be seriously injured. :

1.11. Many parents will not permit their children to play in public spaces Where firearms
. are permitted, depriving some children of the ability to peacefully use city facilities
intended for their benefit.

1.12. The City’s and Department’s interests will be promoted by establishing a policy
that the Superintendent may, by erecting appropriate signage at a facility at which
children and youth are likely to be present, communicate to the public that firearms are
not permitted at that facility as a condition of entry to or use of the facility.

2.0 REFERENCES AND AUTHORITY

2.1 This policy/rule is authorized by and promulgated as provided in the City’s
Administrative Code (SMC Chapter 3.02), in SMC 3.26.040.L (Parks Superintendent’s

~ Rule-Making Authority); and in SMC 18.12.040 (Superintendent's authority --
Rulemaking —Enforcement). .

2.2 The City earlier proposed a rule regarding firearms on City property. The City and
Department conducted a written comment period and held a hearing for the receipt of oral
comments. The City decided to narrow the proposal so that it applied only to Parks
Department facilities at which children and youth are likely to be present. The Parks
Department conducted another comment period and received approximately 1,000
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additional written comments. The Superintendent therefore finds that conducting another
public hearing to receive additional oral comments on the modified proposal is not
necessary.

3.0 DEFINITIONS
3.1 “City” means the City of Seattle.

3.2 “Parks i)epartment facilities” means City owned or operated buildings and
improvements operated under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks and Recreation.

3.3 “Department” means the Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks’).

3.4 “Designated Parks Facility” means the facilities listed in Section 5 as Department
facilities where children and youth are likely to be present. :

3.5 “Dlsplaymg a firearm” means to carry a firearm in such a manner that the firearm is.
visible to others,.

3.6 “Firearm” means a weapon or device from wh1ch a projectile may be fired by an
explosive such as gunpowder.

3.7 “Firearms are not permitted” means that the carrying of a concealed firearm and
the display of a firearm are not permitted as a condition of entry or use of the particular
facility.

3.8 “Law enforcement officer” means: 1) a sworn Seattle Police officer, or 2) qualified
law enforcement officer as defined in 18 U.S.C.A § 926B(c), or a qualified retired law
enforcement officer as defined in 18 U.S.C.A. § 926C(c), who is carrying a firearm
permitted under-18 U.S.C.A § 926 and is carrying identification as required by that
section.

3.9 “On Duty Security Officer” means an individual other than a law enforcement
officer who: is employed for the purpose of providing security; is required to carry a
firearm as a condition of that employment; is providing security services at the time on
City property; and has legal authority to carry the firearm at the time.

3.10 Carrying a concealed firearm ” means to carry a firearm in such a manner that it
is not visible to others. Carrying a concealed firearm does not include storing a firearm
lawfully in a vehicle that is located on City property. Carrying a concealed firearm also
does not include carrying a lawful firearm onto City property for the purpose of promptly

~ determining: 1) if the facility is designated as one at which firearms are not permitted ; or
2) if the facility has an area designated for the safe storage of firearms.

3.11 “RCW?” means the Revised Code of Washihgton.

Page 3 of 5



3.12 “SMC” means Seattle Municipal,Code.»

- 3.13 “Appropriate signage” means signs that indicate to the public that firearms are not
permitted as a condition of entry to or use of a particular facility at which children and
youth are likely to be present

3.14 “Superintendent” means the Supermtendent of Parks and Recreation, or his or her
authorized designee.

4.0 GENERAL POLICY: CARRYING CONCEALED FIREARMS AND DISPLAYING
FIREARMS ARE NOT PERMITTED AT PARKS DEPARTMENT FACILITIES AT
WHICH CHILDREN AND YOUTH ARE LIKELY TO BE PRESENT

The Department, in its proprietary capacity as owner or manager of Department facilities,
does not permit the carrying of concealed firearms or the display of firearms, except by
law enforcement officers and on-duty security officers, at Parks Department facilities at
which: 1) children and youth are likely to be present and, 2) appropriate signage has
been posted to communicate to the public that firearms are not permitted at the facility. .

5.0 DESIGNATED PARKS DEPARTMENT FACILITIES AT WHICH CHILDREN
AND YOUTH ARE LIKELY TO BE PRESENT

5.1 Facilities at which children and youth are likely to be present. The following
Department facilities are designated as facilities where children and youth are llkely to
be present:

5.1.1 Playgrounds and Children’s play areas;
5.1.2 Sports Fields, Sports Courts and other sports facilities;
5.1.3 Swimming and Wading Pools;

5.1.4 Spray Parks (Water Play. Areas);

5.1.5 Teen Centers;

5.1.6 Community Centers;

5.1.7 Environmental Learning Centers;

5.1.8 Small craft centers;

5.1.9 Performing Arts Centers;

5.1.10 Tennis Centers;

5.1.11 Skateboard Parks;

5.1.12 Golf Courses; and,

5.1.13 Swim beaches.

5.2 Posting. The Superintendent may post at a Parks facility at which children and
youth are likely to be present appropriate signage indicating to the public that firearms
are not permitted at that facility.
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6.0 WITHDRAWAL OF PERMISSION TO REMAIN AT A PARTICULAR -
DESINGATED FACLILTY

6.1. No Criminal or Civil Penalties. This policy/rule does not include any criminal or
civil penalties. Rather, it constitutes conditions placed upon a person’s permission to
enter or remain at a designated Parks Department facility at which appropriate signage
has been posted. Such conditions shall be enforced in the same manner and pursuant to
the same ordinances and statutes as similar conditions could be enforced by other publlc
or private property owners.

6.2 Withdrawal of Permission to Enter or Remain at the Designated Facility The
followmg individuals have authorlty to withdraw in writing or orally a person’s
permission to enter or remain at a designated Parks Department facility:

6.2.1 Sworn Seattle police officers; and,

© 6.2.2 Other City employees or agents delegated such authorlty by the
Superintendent.

7.0 GUIDELINES
The Superintendent may issue operatlng guldellne—s procedures, or protocols that, among
other things, inform City employees and other authorized persons how to properly
implement this policy. Such protocols should include procedures regarding enforcement
and, where practicable, the possible safe storage of firearms at designated City facilities.
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