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THE CITY OF SEATTLE

DEPARTMENT OF

WLOLICES 18 1o ."-1'?.f1

June 16, 1970

Councilman Sam Smith

Chairman, Publiec Safety Committes
The City Council

City of Deattle

Dear Bir:

Returned herewvith is Council Flle No, 267006 requeating comments re-
garding the report of the Seattle Human Rights Commission on alleged
misconduct of Seattle police officers on September 23, 1969 at a
University of Washington construction aite,

Seattle Police Department command perscnnel have taken positive mction
to Insure that all police afficers on duty at future unusual ocecur-
rences will be properly identiried. Further, there is a recoenized
need to properly sensitize officers concerning the pditieal and emo-
tional factors involved in demonstrations of this nature,

We do take the positiom, however, that {t is necessary and a part of
the officers' sworn duty to initiate arrest sstion vhenever there {a
sppreciable property damage or any sction threatening the property or
safely of persons. Conmequently, we dlsagres vith the Commission's
recommendation that arrest action not be i{nitlated for non=felony
charges since this would virtually mean that property damage would be
allowed to go unchecked,

Yours very truly
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W. F. mﬁuz —\
Aceting Chief of Police
WFM: am

Enclosed file
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June 16, 1970

Councilman Sam Swmith

Chalr an, Public Safety Committee
The City Council

City of Beattle

Dear Bir:

Returned herewith is Council File lNo, 267006 requesting comments re-
garding the report of the Seattle Human fights Commission on alleped
misconduct of Seattle police officers on Beptember 23, 1969 at a
University of Washington construction site,

Geattle Police Department command personnel have taken positive action
to insure that all police officeras on duty at future unusuml oecur-
rences will be properly {dentified, Further, there is a recognized
need to properly sensitize officers concerning the pitical and emo-
tional factors involved {n demonstrations of this nature,

We do take the positioa, however, that it is necessary and n part of
the officers' svorn duty to initiate arrest acticon vhenever there {is
appreciable property damage or any action threatening the property or
safety of persons. Consequently, ve disagree with the Commdssion ‘s
recommendation that arrest action not be initiated for non=-felony
charges since this would virtually mean that property damage vould be
allowved to go unchecked,

Yours very truly
{

e
W,
Acting Chief of Poli

O NON ernn
¥. MOORE \
ce

WFM: am
Enclosed file
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DEPARTMENT OF
PopLicE
June 16, 1970

Councilman Sam Smith

Chairmsan, Publiec Safety Committee
The City Couneil

City of Seattle

Dear Sir:

Returned herevith is Couneil Pile Ko, 267006 requesting comments re-
garding the report of the Seattle Human Rights Commission on alleged
miseonduct of Seattle police officers on Septesber 23, 1969 at s
University of Washington comstructiom site,

Seattle Pollce Department command persomnel have taken positive avtion
tohmthtmpuuuurﬂlmuwnm-ﬂmu-
rences vill x properly identified., Further, there is s recoanized
need to properly sensitize officers goncerning the pditical mnd emo-
tional factors iavolved in demonstrstioms of this nature.

We do take the positiog, however, that it is necessary snéd a part of
mnmuﬂ'mquthhmmmmu
appreciable property damage or any sction threatening the property or
safety of persons. Consequently, ve dissgres wvith the Commission's
recommendation that arrest action not be initiated for pon-Telony
wummsmlddnnlh-umtmmﬁ—pmubﬂ
allowed to go unchecked,

Yours very truly

¥. F. MOORE
Acting Chief of Police

WFM: am
Enclosed file



CITY OF SEATTLE ( : e

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS

¥.OPHILIF MAYASAKA, sisee viss - 143

Aoom 08 Seatele Municipal Building » Scattle, Washington US104 + 383.27584

June 2, 1970 i

Honorable Charles M. Carroll AN
President ;
City Council b
City of Seattle

Dear Councilman Carroll:

Attached is the final report and recommendations of the Seattle
Human Rights Commission on the alleged misconduct of members of k-';__-
the Seattle Police Department following a disturbance at a University
of Washington construction site on September 23, 1969, ;

The conclusions of this report were arrived at only after careful and
thorough consideration of the testimony presented by eyewitnesses at
a public hearing on October 16, 1969; testimony of police officers on
February 6, 1970; viewing motion pictures taken by television newemen; )
and studying pictures provided by the news media and the Seattle B
Police Department. . S

We wish to emphasize that our primary purpose in conducting the inves-
tigation and submitting these findings and recommendations is not to
demean the Seattle Police Department, but rather to help achieve the
highest level of practices and policies in law enforcement for our city,
which in turr, will produce mutual trust between police officers and the
community. We are confident this is the desire of the Seattle Police

Chief, the Mayor and City Council as well, '::'i"". ;

: Respectfully submitt £
é?&zr AT A i

Elliott N, Couden, Chairman =y

SEATTLE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION G

EC:jv ‘ :




YINAL RPPORT U TROOMENTATIONS 0F SEATTLY HUMAY DTG SOITReatoM
UPON MEARING INTO UMIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON CONSTRUCTION SITE LNCIDENIS OF
BEPTEMBER 23, 1969

A public hesving wes conducted by the Seattle Humen Rights Cowmlssion

on Oatober 16. 1969 into allegations of misconduct Ly mesbers of the Sesttle
Police Department on September 23, 1969 following & desonatration at e
Undversity of ¥ashington cosstruction site.

The hearing wes held pursuent to the fact-finding end sdvigory [umo-
tions isposed gpon the Comedseion by the ordinsnces governing 1t.

Evewitnosses were invited to give uneworn statements. A letter was
addreased to the Chief of Folice requesting that offficers having First.
hend kmowledge of the events sppear and give stetements.

Fourteen eyewitnesses gave statements. o police officer with [irst-
hand lowwwledge appeared. Repreasentatives of the Police Depertment, speak~
ing on behalf of the Chief of Police, baeed such sbeence prismerily upon
the assertion that criminel prosccutions would be jecperdized.

While witnesses were not designated se heing either in support of or
opposed to allegations of police misconduct, eleven could generally be
charsaterised ss belng oritical of police conduct end thres genevally in
mipport of it.

Subseguently, the Comsission scheduled s second hearing for Februsry
§, 1970 in order to make further effort to recelve statements from meubers
of the Sesttle Police Departmest having first-hand knowledge of the events.
On this cocesion, through the good offices of Acting Police Chief Fronk
Moore, nine mesbers of the Depertment sppeared and gave statements. They
offered to make their statements under osth, The offer wes refused in ovder
that thelr evidence might be received on the same d2cis as thet glven at
previous hearing. In sddition to orel stetements, the Cosmiesion re-
ceived & nusber of plotwres teken by the Department aw well ss those
taken by the Seattls Times, brought to the hearing in response to sub-

priena, The gtatements glven by meubers of the Department unifommly
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dsnied thet any excesaive fora2 wWan useil and generally desoribed much force
as waa employed og heing appropriate reapt nee to scte of individuels either
veslating errest oF attenpting to {nterfere with the meking of errests of
othe«ra

Subseguent o vhe hearing, members of the Commisslon viewed motion
plotures token on the date of the incidents by tolevision newsmen, ehrough
cooperation of the Xing County Prosecuting Attorney's Office.

the Comdealon wishes to smohasize thot Lts primery purpose in conduct-

i e g T A gt e

ing the investigation wes tO form the besls for precommends tions to the

Mayor, City council, snd Police Depsrtoent, 1ooking toword the hetternent :
of humen relations 1n the city and the reversnl of the unfortunate trend

towerd slienstion hatween the Polloe Depertmant and large gegments of rocial

minority population of the ecity.

With these major goola in mind, we deem it wnecesssry in this final
report to make highly detailed or {ndividuslly pinpointed findinge of fact.
We do wish to report the followling genn‘-nl findings:

1. Although there wea & drect and {rreconcileable gonfliet in the
statements of witnesses as to the extent of snd justification for the use
of foroe by mesbers ef the Seattle Police Department rowerds pursons present
gt the construction site demwnstration on Septenber 23, 1969, we caunot
overlook the fact thet @ substantial number of reputable snd relloble
witnesses ti confirmed by some news f{1m)reported the use of police force
beyond thet pequived to make prrests and ©O cantrol persons present.

2. The physicel gonfrontetions which oceurred were the direct resull
of a decision on the part of the Police lisutenasnt- {n-cherge to make arrectn
for scce conalsting primsrily of groperty csmege OC sring out of the pre-
gence of the arresting olficera. Thepe nrrests were deacribed &8 the ren-
dering of sssistence {n the meking of veitizens' arresta”™ by {ndividusle

who reported thet they had witnessed unlewiul ecta. ALl of thes® Peltizens




arrests” were mede for property damage only, Although one or more sssoults
had nllegedly taken plece eerliier, no "ocltimen's arrest” of any person
charged with such sseeult wen attempted.

. It wes undisputed that substantisl nusbers of the police officera
on duty were not weardng name tags or other proper identification on thelr
outer gorments, as required by police vegulations.

U, Commissfoners feel that some nerbers of the Seattle Pollee Depart-
ment (dspluyed little or no understending of or sennitivity to the legiti-
mate vims ond wspirvations of the demonatretors---the eradicotion of racisl
injustice I{n employment proctices---sn essential matter of concern to the
City.

5« There sppearesd to be efforts on the part of gome cltizens to in-
terfore with the making of erwests or to forcefully resist arrest. Such
&cts cennot be condoned regerdless of whether or not the srrests are Juati.
fied or well edviged.

6. Efforts on the pert of the Director of the Human Rights Department
o8 woll ap those of other cemponaible citizens to curb and prevent further
physicel confrontation, were spperently regerded ss unwarrsnted and {improper
intrusions upon police suthority.

The Commission, in fulfillment of its edvisory duties snd functiona,
makes the following recosmendstions to the Moyor, the City Council, and
the Beettle Police Department:

1« A1l members of the Beattle Police Departmant should be required
to wesr permonent vieible neme end badge nusher {dentificetion while on
duty .

#. Menbers of the Seottle Police Departwent, and particulerly those
in supervisory poeitions, should be properly senaitized to the legitimste
supirations of merbers of the community who have been the victins of reacisl
injustice, and the Department of Human Rights will meke its facilities
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Available for this Purpose. This {a perticularly needed in reascting to
urganized demonstrations in thie flelq.

3. Physieal confrontations in mtiun-:ily-ulmrged raclel inctdents
Ghould not be Inftisted by police except for strong and Compelling receons,
such aw the protection of 1ife op inh or the prevention of serious property
demage. We believe 1t {11 sdvised to inftlate such confrontations For the
purpoae of making mwests for 101 Felony charges.

. A oitizens share the responsibility to prevent and deter scts
of vialence, Police sotion which 18 believed to be unjustified should
be contestec by orderly procediures rather than by physical resistance op
retalistion,

and lesssn reciol tension should he Becepted In the spivit in which they

Respectiully submi tted,

SEATTIE HIMAN RIGHTS Crepmsston




June 5, 1970

W. F. Moore
Aeting Chief of Police
City of Seattle

Dear Chief Moore:

Attached is File Mo, final report of
Seattle Humen Rights EE] on slleged miseondust of
Foliee Department membera following disturbences et »
University of Washington construction site on
September 23, 1969,

, The Public Sefety Committee is forwarding the
file to you for your informetion., Please return the file,

together with any comments you may wish to maks, at your
eerliest convenience,

Very truly yours,
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

SAM SMITH, Chairman

CWL :im
Att,
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