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CITY OF SEATTLE

DEPARTMENT oF ENGINEERING
ROBERT J. GULINO, cITY ENGINEER

MEMBER, BOARD OF PLRLIC WOHES

Sewttle Mumicipnl Building, Room 010
GfK) Fourth A entie, Seattle, Weshinston 51y

Via: Mayor Wes Uhlman

Honorable Transportation Committee
of the City Counci}

Gentlemen:

Wes Uhlman, Mayor

March 27, 1972

invelving citizen input as well as technical Study, resulted in the
Production of a Standard design angd Plan for wheelchair ramps which

was adopted by the City of Seattle Board of Public Works in February 1972.

Since funding for Public Works Projects is limited, and that which is
available is committed for many years in the future, and considering

ng Depart-
of wheelchair ramps.

future local improvement district and street improvement construc..on

2. Wheelchair Temps will be constructed in all future sidewalk and curb

Teconstruction Projects, such as Sewer developments which Cross and

require the removal and replacement of sidewalks and other simila

to result in 3 dissimilar pattern of wheelchair ramps fr

the street tp the other. That is to say, a wheelchair
on one side of the street and not on the opposite side
While this dissimilarity is not a desirable situation,
On projects such as Sewer installations will not allow
Street Teconstruction funds at locations which wWere not
by the sewer construction.

ramp may exist

of the street

funding limitations

expenditure of

actually disturhed

Division of the
wheelchair Tamps
The study,
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Honorab1e Transportation Committee
March 27, 1972
Page 2

the exclusive construction of wheelchaiy Tamps in areas
having existing sidewalks and curbs that wiia not be affected by other

Priority system for installation of the ramps when and if funds are found,
The installatjon of wheelchair Tamps at every intersection in the City of
Seattle would be extremely expensive, if and when funds are found to
Specifically install the wheelchair ramps, Therefore, it will be necessary
to establish a Priority system so that the Tamps are placed in the locations
where they wilj Provide the greatest service and continuity of movement +o
handicapped Persons of the City of Seattie.

This report jis submitted tg ¥ou to inform you of Our proagress and policies
in the area of wheelchair Tamps. If you have any questions conp
matter, we would be £lad to discuss them with you,

BWE: £
Cc: Mayor Wes UhlIman
Mrs. Jeanette Williams, City Counci1
Mrs. Betty McFarlane,
Board of Public Works
Mr=pL L Jonas
Mr. W. E. p. Smith
Mr. P. A, Wiatrak
Mr. E. w. Ott
Mr. J. E. Arnberp
Mriop-iy Wysockq
Office of Human Relations
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CITY OF SEATTLE Wes Uhlman, Mayor

DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING
ROY W. MORSE, CITY ENGINEER

MEMBEN, BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

Senttle Municipal Building, Room 210
600 Friarth Avenue, Seattle, Washington S51HH August 21, 1970

Re: C.F. 206205

The Honorable Streets and Sewers Committes
of the City Council
Seattle, Washington

Gentlemen:

Pursuant to your memorandum dated March 18, 1970, petition
of Council Menmber Jeanette Wiliiams for the City, we are investigating
wheelchair curb ramps. We are attempting to contact all cities in the
United States that are known to use them so that we may have the
benefit of their experience and design criteria.

While ramps will obviously be an advantage to the handicapped
person, we believe that they could have a negative effect upon the un-
impaired pedestrian. We want to be certain that we can cope with these
negative features prior to adopting an official policy relative to their
use.

We would like to note, however, that we have installed eight
experimental ramps on 15th Avenue N.E. at N.E. 40th and N.E. 41st Streets.
These ramps have been constructed in conjunction with a streect redevelopment
project and should provide an excellent opportunity to test their effective-
ness. We are planning to observe and evaluate these ramps over a two-year
period while accumulating as much external input as possible.

We will advise you periodically of our progress on this project.
Very truly yours,

ROY. W. MORSE, P.E.
City En*' eeT
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PHILIP i ” HhSmiLu, SE
Principal Assistant City Engineer
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s Fourth Avenue, Seatt le Washiington H51064

CITY OF SEATTLE Wes Uhlman, Mayor

DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING
ROY W. MORSE, CITY ENGINEER

MEMBER, BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

Souttle Municipul Building, oo 410

August 21, 1970
Re: C.F. 266205

The Honorable Streets and Seweyrs Comsittee
of the City Council
Seattle, Fashington

Gentlemen:

Pursuant to your memoTrandum dated March 18, 1970, petition
of Council Member Jesnette wWilliams for tis City, we &re investigating
wheelchair curb ramps, We arc attespting to contact g1l cities in the
United States that are kmown (o us® them so that we may have the
benefit of their experience and design criteria.

Whilo ramps will obviously be an advantage to the hendicspped
person, we belisve that they could have 2 negative effect wpon the un-
red pedestrian. We want to be certain that we can cope with these
negative feoatures prior to adopting an official policy relative to their
use.

We would like to note, however, that we have installed eight
experimental ramps CR 15th Avenue K.E. st N.E. 40th and N.E, 4lst Streets.
These ramps hzve been constructed in conjunction with a strect redevelopmen®

project and ghould provide an excellent oppertunity to test their effoctive-
ness. We are plananing to ocbserve and evaluate these ramps over 8 two-year
period while aceurulating as such external input as possible.
e will advise you periodically of our progress on this project.
Very truly yours,

ROY W. MORSE, P.E.
City Engineer

By ;
Sgdﬁﬂf LI]I!E &.%ﬁh‘ﬁ‘(&ﬂ,n.

Principal Assistant City Engineer
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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE

1106 SEATTLE MUNIOIPAL BUILDING

JEANETTE WILLIAMS, CRAIRMAN =i 2
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March 10, 19%6 =

CITY COUNCIL
City of Seattle

Honorzable Members:

I would like to request that the Streets and Sewers Committee study the
feasibility for providing ramps at certain intersections for those persons

using wheelchairs.

The University of Washington is presently starting such a rogram.
Sincerely, 2 :
il 3 .

“Jeanette Williams, Chairman
Judiciary and Personnel Committee

JW:1lcm




