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SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE CITY COUNCIL

FEBRUARY 19, 1965 -- 9 a.m.

Goptirmetion of Public Hearing Ra. Petition of the American rivil Liverties Unlon for

investigetion of alleged Folice Department practlces
ard for establishment of a Police Review Board in the
City of Seattls,

Mr. luke, Chairman

211 membeps of the City Councll present except Mr. Miller who was excused because
he waes representing the Clty of Seattle in Oiympla. (Present -~ Mr. Alexander, Mr, Carroll,
Mr, Eckmann, Mre. Edwards, Mr. Best, Mr, Wltehell, Mr, luke). Mr. Massart was Aoting Mayor
end was present throughout the hearing.

Also present were A. L. Hewbould, Corporation Counsel and ihe following members and
staff of the Human Rights Commission: Filiott Couden, Charles M. Stokes, Rev, lineoln Eng,
Mrs. Kirby D. Waiker, Jolmny Allen, Rev, Semuel E. Nekinney, Jobn Elchelberger and

Y. Philip Hayasaks.

The Commitiese consldered:

File No. 252114, petition of the A. C L. U, for investigation of alleged Police
Department practices,

File No. 252113, Petitlon of N,A.A.C.F., et &l., supporting the A.C.L.U, "8 petition
ra, alleged Folice Department prastices,

File No. 252130, Petition of Ben Danlels, Inland ponding Company, et al., supporiing
Seatile's Poline Department end charging that claime of Police
brutality are unfounded end pert of & national campaign.

File No, 252129, Petition of Paul K. Thompsen Te, alleged Police Department practices.

cnief of Police F. C. Remen preaented the acase for ihe Police Depariment. He and all
the witnesses were sworn in by +he Chairman of the Specisl Committes -- Counsiiman Wing luoke,

The Chief of Poliss, after presenting his siatement, called on:
Deputy Chief M. E. Cook, who wes guesticned by A. L. Newbould, Corporation Counsel,

after he had finished speaking, Couneliman farpoll and Councilman Alexender also questicned
Chief Cook,

The Chief of Police then proneeded te reply Lo the statements made ai the hearing-
of the Speaial Commitiee on January 22, 1965 by the following persons:

Rishard Variot, Fenneth Spencer, Richard Holdal, Normen Hoppman, Jamee E. Jexon,
Clayton Hostetler, Maximillian Centreras,

The Special Committee recessed at 10:25 a.m. and reconvened at 10:40 a.m,

Commnisations were then reseived and rsed from Meyor J. D, Braman and Eing Couniy
Prosecutor Cherles 0. Carroll,

The Chief of Pollce then procesded wi b his reply 1o Lhe A0, LU, petition by dis-
sussing Mrs. Browning's statement; also statesents of Alan Froelich end Mr, Ed Yood,

The Chief of Police then called con Gopdon S, Glintom, private atiorney end former
aor of Seattle, for a siatement. Following Lde statement, Mr, Clinton was questioned
¥ ! r i
by Mr, Newbould, Corporstion Gounsel.

The Ctief of Folive then celled on Mr. Riebard D. Auerbesh, formerly with the
Fedaral Bureau of Investigetion, After making a gtatement, Mr. Auerbash wes also questloned
by Corporation Counssl Newbould,

The Chief of Polise then supmarlzed his gase and the Committee reaessed for lunch at
12:05 p.m,




SPECIAL COMAITTEE CF THE CITY CRUNCIL -2 - Februsry 19, 1965

The Special Committee reconvened &t 1:35 p.m. On & call of the roll, all members
were present except Mr. Miller, who wes excused. Mr. unssart was present es Acting Mayor.

The hearing then continued with Councilman Ted C. Best questioning the Chief of

Poline. Corporation counsel Newbould end Gouneilman Carroll also questioned the Chief
of Police further.

The Chief of Police concluded his presentetion end the following persons from the
pudience werse then SwWOTrn in and presented statements:

Mr, Wayne Wright, repregenting Mr. Philip D. Hamlin.
Mr. Wright then called on Mr, Harley Hudgens who was questioned by Mr. Wright.

Mr. Philip Hamlin was then salled to make a statement end was questioned by
Mr. Weyne Wright.

Mr, Fredrych P. Welson, Bremerton, Washington

Mr. Robert Oleonm, reprecenting the citizens' Committee for Effective law Enforcement,
made & statement and presented Exhibit No. 100

Mr. Doneld E. Hetzel mede a stetement and presented Exhibit No. 14.
¥r., Miliard larson made & gtatement and presented Exhibit No, 15
Mr. lawrence Timbers made & statement and presented Exhibit No. 16

Mr. [arry H. Abreham, Western Washington Coordinator of The Jom Birch Society,
made 6 stetement and presented Exhibita Nos, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 2.

Mr. Alvin Ziontz, Attorney for the American Clvil Iiverties Union, was then gr ted
10 minutes to make & mmmaticn.

Motion was oade by Councilman 1iitehell, and seconded by founcilman Alexander, that
% erican Civil Liberties Unicn for a Polies Review Board be DENIED.

It was then moved by Mrs. Edwards, and seconded, that 8 Special copgittee of the
mmllmmﬁtmfm:tmmw;ﬁ_ﬁ Poiice and Corporation Counael
wwmmlmmmmlmn*s apalnst the penbers of the Pollce Repartien.

The meeting of the Speciel Committes af the ity Council sdjourned atb | +55 p.m.

S— o e o e - e et e s 5 S SRS

List of Exhibits presented at the hearing are as foliows.

Exhibit Ho, 9 - Semttle Pollce Dept, £{ls re. Mrs, Ola P, Browning. (2/11/65]
#xhibit No. 10 == Oitizen's Commiitee for Effestive Law Enforcement, by Hobert Oison./
Exhibit Ho. 1 frestsr Seattls Gommittee to Support Our local Police

Exhibit Mo, 12 } pt == F,B.1. Lew Enfo reement Pulletin of

Exhibit Bo, 13 == Statement ent itled "Allegoed Police Brutaiiiy® by Philip D. Hamiin
AfTidevit of Harley Hudgens pport of the Seatt 1e Police Dept.
and/op the conduct of &r: ng officers.
{ i n in Support of the Seattle Police Dept.
and/or the sondust of arresting officers.

APfidavit of H. D.Anderson in SuppeTs of the Seattle Polise Deph.
and/or the sonduct of arresting offlcers.
Fxhibit Mo, 14 =- Cltizens's ommittee for Effective law Infornement -- statemsnt by
Dongld E. Hetgel, Coalrmen {2/11/65)
Exhinlt Jo. 15 -- Statement of #1lerd larson -- Against formation of a Pollce Review
Board.
Exhib’t No. 16 == A Heport on Polies Review Board, by Lawrence Timbers [2/19/65)

Exhipit Mo, 17 --Release of The John Birch Society, peimont, Messachusetis
(J. H, Rousselot)
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE CITY COUMCIL S Februery 19, 1965
List of Exhibits (continued)
Exhibit No. 18 th | note Fe ! i -
== Reference r - ; i
Exhibit Mo. 19 -- Hearing before the Suoeommittes to Investigate the Administration :
of the Internal Sec v Ant end Other Internal Security laws ]
of the Committee on 1 iary, United Statee Senate —- B7th
4 Congress, 1lst Session - June 13, 1961 =-- "A Communist Plot :
[ Ageinst the Free Vorld P 1ina"
A Exhibit No. 20 =- Summary Reporti of the Select Committee on Communist 3
Aggression -- House of Rep itatives, 83rd Congress, 2nd Sessiom,
i thnder authority of H. Res, 346 and H. Res. 438 -- Dec, 31, 1954
Fxhibit No. 21 -~ Copy of "Pecple's World" == . turday, Hovember 28, 1964
containing en artisle entitled "Alarm spreads over Birch Cops'.
v Fxhibit Mo, 22 -- The Seplember, 1963 Pulletin of The Johln Birch Socletly.
i
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AFFIDAVIT OF RICHARD J. VARIOT

STATE OF CALIFGRNIA )
City and County of San Froncisco )950

1, RICHARD J, VARIOT, while o student at the University of
Wwashington, was employed by the City of Seattle in January of 1963
and resigned in April of 1964, The conduct of certain members of tue
police department, as witnessed by me, is described below.

During the months of my employment a&s & clerk in the property
yoom on the 12-midnight-to-8 a.m. shift, I witnessed o great number of
crimes against persons and property by various policemen, The police
property room is on the third floor of the Public Safety Building., The
south wall of the property room has a window overiooking the area where
priserers are unloaded from petrol wagons and patrol cars. From this
ares they are taken elther to the office of the captain of the day or
4o the jail elevator. Any activity in thls landing area can easily be
seen by the property room clerk,

T witnessed many assaults by policemen, but did not have the
courage to intervene., By the term assault, I nean & beating lasting
several minutes, or intermittently over & period of hours, It 1s not
to be confused with a striking by an officer one, two or turee times,
in temper or anger.

The first major assault I witnessed was o case involving two
teenagers; one Ceucasian, the other of Indian extraciion. They had
obvicusly been drinking. The Caucasian boy was perhaps 16, the Indian
was a year or se ynunger. The Caucasian boy was taken to the area
outside the captain's office in view of the property room. There were
six or eight policemen in the area, He began yelling sbout being
handcuffed, and one of the officers hit him, knocking him over in the
chair to wiich he was manacled, He screamed louder, calling them
various foul names, Each time he called such s name, one of the officers

would elther etrike him or kick him, This went on for two hours., He

s
L5
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lost any ablility for rational action and scroamed,

ried.and called them

names intermittently. Meanwhlle, during this 'pericd, two police officers,

one in plain clothes and the ok

er in uniform, took the Indian Juvenile

back to the patrol wagen and pushed hiz inside. Ten or twelwve policemen

had followed to wetch, The one

in piaic clothes got into the wagon with

the youth, and another officer closed the door. I watched from the side

wrindow of ‘the property IooOm.

The patrol wagen, which is a large truck,

rocked back and fortn under the action inside. The officers outside made

virious couments: "They're going to have to pet new
"He's really got a hard on for that little bastard",

minutes or so, the officer inslde tanged on the door

springs for it";
stc, After ten

and one of the cther

officers opened 1t. The officer got out and they stood meking remsarks

about the comatose condltion of the youth, BSome

three hours after these

youths arrived at the police station they

were taken to the Youth Center.

The white bey was stlll handcuffed and he was crying quietly. The
Indian boy was unconscious and was supported and dragged to the police
car by two officers.

After witnessing this, I went to the Personnel Depertment in
the County City Bullding to talk with one of the members of the interview

board. I asked whether some type of social maturity test could not be

glven to epplicants for patrolmane

I was told that they could not be

given Lecause there was & great reluctance on the part of the Police

pepartment to have thls as part of the requirement.

I was told they try

to screen appliicants, but errcrs were possible and that the really bad

personnel would eventually be weeded cut.

During my employment at

the Police Department, 1 witnessed =

dozen or more assaults as I have described above.

Bach time T would

become upset at the brutality and gadism i alsa the Belplessness of
the viciir and needlessness ol the occurence.

Repeatedly, I saw officers bring beer into the Police Department
when they nad finished with their shifts. They often left to drive home

=
e




between three end six In the morning in various states of obvious
intoxication, I have seen uniformed officeis unconscious from drinking,
carried bodily from the Police Department, appavently to be driven home
by othur members of the Department,

I have seen prisoners brought in in the patr-ol wagon who were
so drunk that they had to be wheeled in a chair to the jall elevator,

I have seen officers go through the prisoners' pockets and take money
and the contents of their wallets before calling the elevator.

I talked with many officers who did not like what was golng
on and privately stated thelr views, I often said I could not see how
they put up with their "pertners". They always sald tha. they wished
things were not as they are and hoped they would get better, They
stated that they themselves did not participate actively in the assaults,
robberies, etcs, but that they did not interfere or rejort them because
of repercussions they were certain would occur. The oily person at the
Police Department that I inow of who did speak out was taken cut of his
position dealing with the public in concert with other police officers
and put into a positlon where he dealt only administrstively with the
public and worked solely with civilian personnel,

The attitudes of the Police Department in Sesttle toward Negroes
1s predominantly hostile, With few exceptions, the hunireds of officers
that I dealt with personally, and who made reference to .legroes did so
in derogatory terms. To hear the statement, "I mlmost got me a nigger
tonight but the 5,0.B. gave up" was commonplace.

One night in early April, 1964, a plainclothes officer and
several uniformed officers brought & suspect past the property room and
irto the traffic assembly room across the hall, It wn.s about 2 Bells,
and the traffic units were quitting for the ndght, periodically opening
and closing the door, exposing the action ineids, When the door opened
the first time, the plainclothes officer b.d the suspect's arms pinned

behind him, forcing him into & position of being bent forvard, The

|4
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officer rammed the suspect's head against the wall., The other times when
the door was opened I witnessed either that action being repeated, or

the officer was cursing and kicking the suspect who was on the floor, or
hitting him as he held him propped againsgt the wall, There was a great
deal of blood on the man's face and shirt, There had been noue when he
passed the property rooms, T went to the back room of the property room
and smoked a cigarette, hoping it would be over quickly. When I
returned, it was continuing. The assault wvas witnessed by six or eight
officers in the room, three or four looking through the glass in the
door to the captain's office (one of whom was a sergeant), and a reporter
from one of the Seatile NeWwSpaApers,

When my supervisor came in the next morning, T told him that
if the above type of activity occurred again I would be compelled to
intervene and that I would go to the Chief of Folice about it, However,
my supervisor went to the Chief of Police about it, and simultanecusly
( and & completely divorced action on my part from the above) I began
a week's vacation,

When I returned from the vacation, I was aksed to go to the
cffice of Assistant Chief MacDougall, When I arrived, he asked me for
the particulars on the matter, and I described it as I have above, but
in more detail, He only agked whether the man was white, I said yes,
that he had been. I told Chief MacDougall that I aid not take offence
at an officer striking a suspect or prisoner in either anger or temper,
Many of the people brought to the station are unruly and extremely
trying, and hitting them could be consirued as a human reaction, The
thing T was objecting to were obvious and prolonged assaults, and I would
like all members of the alght shift to know thet if T witnessed an assault
again 1t would not go unreported, including the names of the officers
involved., After I had concluded oy reporting of the detalls of the
assault, Cnief MacDougall thanked Ze, and then asked if I had ever

participated in any civil rights demonstrations., I sald yes, that I
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I will review aup

the west side of Mere

Fiftae

section o

te the car

four yards

wlster but he Had one. } i &n

ady to dra

arer
QNETY .

Bt

Both police officeps
driving appeared to ba abgu

had dark brown hair, rathep

The other officap Was




tinued.

have an ID and I knew of

his name wWas

K. His lan=

userd

times as if to verify that there was no one else around, I be-

ised vere st 1 that they would pe g ccause a mos |
came extremely fearful for my personal safety, I began to think |

¥ . . . 1

[y that maybe these men were not genuine police ollficers at all and
b

f

i

¥

be the vietim of some sort of a hold-up.
of James Chaney and his
my mind, Perhaps the mildest
were the words, "Iam not

Later he

had not done anything.

hold anybody, He can even hold m F he wants to."

I observed Officer §

Fifteenth Avenue, He then said, ou smart 'prick', I am going
to teach you a lesson.”
? He then dpew back and unleashed blows to my chest and

right jaw. I was shocked.

cer's name was Terry.

neck and began

resistance whatsoever but

pulled down to

I felt another person heolding

i i

! .

i 4
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My right arm was twisted behind @y back and handeufss were
Screwed very tightly inte the wrist doint. I Was suffocating

and started to cough and g

By

Sp for aiv. | I tried with my left

hand to relieve some of the Pressurs or

Was seized and handeuffed behind my back. While $till lying on
the ground T was kicked. T was then dragged up on By feet and
punched, I was then searched by both officers., In my pockets
I had billfolds and cheque books, letters, keys and various
pleces of pdper. These were all taken by Officer Terrv, Ha
placed them above the dashboard of the car and searched through
them while operating the police radio set. The lights were gon
in the patrol car, Officer Schenck was standing behind the cap.
He had placed my bag on top of the luggaze compartment and wag
searching through it. The towing truck driver got into his
truck and left about tha+ time.

I was standing outside the ear and there was seversa pain
in my pight hand. I told Cfficer Schenck that the handcuffs
Were cutting into my right urist, Ue replied that I should sit
ingide the car, told him that I was unable to sit with my
hands handeuffed behind me. He said that othep people did it
and so I had better sit in the car, le then added:

"If you do not get in, I will break both legs and put
you in."

He then pushed me inte the back seat; I was able to
seramble in and half sprawl across the back seat. After a few
minutes Officer Schenck came into the front seat of the car,

faced me and asked me if T was from Louisiana, T dnswerad, "lio "
£

2]

He said, "Well, don't FOUu go to schoel at Grambling Col-

e

lege., I see letters addressed to you there,




I asked him, "Is you in this
country? Ar

’ = . - e 1
Al :.Lr"-,LL:‘.ch. concernill

and at the end of

going to teach you a lesson."

He then glanced ou

turnad

chest

Shortly after this the patrol

s . £§ b
drove off,

on. Fifteenth Avenue and p 1t a service a few
blocks down the street, In r might have been

about two other police cars and a

and Schenck got out of their car, went over to one

police cars and stood talking with at le

ofie other persoh.

he patrol car in whi

i e —

have been Kelly.]

he was in charge of

couple of his men had picked me

for over 60,000 people

" .
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Terry &

hurting.

setter.”

ACTOSS 4

s peached

ushed down the lock on the

head and tried to read the




from behaving in a dangerous

manner.

At the station we got out of the patrol carj I the
fhe numbers D 1327. 1 was taken inteo a rocn,
taken off and I was told to sit down. GELL~

another of

a book, pointed out & certain section
assumed that Was the opdnance uno2l

T was taken into another room where

address book and belt, which wewve 5

was asked if I wanted to keep on my

money and other possessions Wer

a form on which some of them we

another room and there 1 was fingerprinted and photogra

inguiry I jearned that the charge was Being
was 6100. I spoke «ith other people wio had

come had been accused of drunkenness; One mar




telephoned the Automobile

: a member. I gave details of wh
;
: wn to
3
] Tyige s was then locked us in a ecell
4 E
! I had told the jailer that I wanted to

}. call the Automobile

=
I therefore inquired about the Automobile
ation's represe told that he had been
there but that bail from him. Another
gentleman was and
: me how the bond I contacted a bonding com-
3 pany and they that t would put up the bail if I could
gel someone to come down and e
that I was a foreign student shi
the agent said that it would oreign Stu-
dant Advisor to telepheone him. 1 therefore to call the
Foreign St the bonding com-
pany. I could not remen T
However I had it written down
asked the jailer to allow me
garded me. 1 ‘called the ope
had happened
She also did
when T told her that the jailer would not allow me to get it she
| & asked to s
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BEFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

In the Matter of the Application )

)
of
)
FLOYD C. DUGGEH, for an AFFIDAVIT OF FLOYD C, DUGGER
Investigation of Denial of Human ) IN SUPPUGHT OF APPLICATION FOR
Rights by Beattle Police INVESTIGATION OF POLICE ABUSE
Department ) AND MISCONDUCT

STATE OF WASHINGTCN )
COUNTY OF KING ) e

FIGYD C. DUGGER, being first duly sworn on oath, deposes and says: that ne
is & citizen of the United States and of the State of Washington, a resident of
Seattle, King County, Washington, over the age of twenty-one years, and makes
this Affidavit in support of the request for an investigation by the Council of
the City of Seattle into misconduact of members of the Seattle Police Department
arising out of the following circumstances:

That he was arrested by Seattle Police Officers on Jaunuary 26th,, 196k, After
being booked into the Seattle Jall, affiant was taken to a padded cell in the Jail
by Officer Victor Heins, Officer W.D., Schenck and T.J. Burns, jailer. There, in
the padded cell, the three police officers kicked and beat the affiant, injuring
him severely, until affiant was able to sink his teeth into the arm of one of the
officers, who asked the other two to stop beating affiant so that affisnt would
loosen the grip of his teeth. Thersupon, the officers stcpped beating affisnt for
a short interval, However, the beating was resumed during which affiant's jaw was
fractured and his teeth loosened so that the same have now had to be fitted with
braces, After thus beilng beaten affiant was released from the padded cell and
placed in one of the holding cells.

After his release from jail on ball, affiant went to the office of the Chief
of the Seattle Police Department to lodge a complaint of the treatment by the police
efficers, Chief RHamon was not avallable and affiant was referred to Inspecter Crow,
of the Seattle Police Department, Not only did Inspector Crow not receive affiant's
complaint and promise to investigate it, but he bitterly dencunced affiant, using
obscene and {ilthy language.for emphasis,

Affiant further states that this is but one of a continuing series of contacts

with Seattle police where he has been abused by uniformed, on-duty police officers.

e




8

That o few years ago, as a result of a sult affiant instituted againgt Seattle
police officers for a beating received at thelr bands, he obtained payment in
cash of an agreed smount in settlement of his claim of damages. That ever

since pald time he has been harrassed in every conceiveble way by various

police officers, That time and again, he has complal to those responsible
for the management of the Seattle Police Department about the conduct of the
f ftthes police officers, wlthout success,
-'I -
4
o v,

/ i L
Subscribed and Sworn to before me this >~ day of Uctober, 1964,

|

Signad
fils]

City of Seattle, County of

.~ King, Etate of Washington
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Failure To

expense agad

in the course ¢

valuable to them and to the publie as well, but in practize, It has nobt Y
a8 beneficial as sxpected, ¥ - thet e ies cplanasion. 1
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irtnents Uk

deputy

ageinst

legal sense, in 8 proper case, it is ngood bit of in-

formation concerning

but it Is not

by Bny

sufficient informetion on which t0 base

knowledge, as to the effectiven

courage police brutall

y oF other abuse.

For years, 1t hed been co to lawyers having civil suits

the ofiicer did not follow

agninst police

for assault

as a result of his haviig

assesse. against him by the ve JULY . true where the

suit was settled b) nt of dameges prior to trial or before verdict. In
=) x

fact, the Chief of Pollce and former M g, Clinton, at a meeting of

the Board of Directors of the Beattle Urban league held on June 21st., 1962,
were unable to cite & single instance where a police officer had been discl-
plined for misconduct involving brutality or cther sbuse to a citizen. At

pr Clinton ac

the game meeting, Chief Hamon and 1 that officer

Francis L. Velth, who had been convicted
;

third-degree amsssult for having
pistol whipped & Hegro army sergeant, Herbert Bullicks, was still on the
police force, had not peen disciplined in any manner, and thers was no plan

to do so.

1t must be conceded that, notwithsteding a civil suit having been

-y

settled or & jury having swerded a dsmage vsrdict against a police officer
g £ s

there may be mitigating circumstances that would militete

the im-

position of any isciplinary

of discretion or coincidence

gonnel files of s fair 8

instance 1s there an ol

: e ;
ion. AS Tar as tne

gfficer's employment recor

gre concerned, 1t

ever happened.

Quaere: no
the police, or shocking ir in the
sonnel and administration.

P gk
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References 1O Charter Provisions, Civil Service
Rules and Statutes pertinent to the Petition

The Charter of the City of Seattle, Article 111, Section L,
POVERS AND DUTIES OF COUICIL, sixth, provides as folleows:

wpttendance of wiln
i have authority to compel at
as production of pap
before it cr any of its commibtees.

Charter Article XV, Civil Service Department, gection 1h, provides

as

3 Tnyestigations: The commission shall investigate
the administration of this hrticle and of its rules and
the action of examiners el ; provided for, and the con-
duct and action of the ntees in the classified ser-
vice, and may inguire & to the nature, Yenure, and com-
pensation of all offices and places 1n the public garvice.
In the course of such i
or the commissioner's de
power to require the atlen
civy officer or employee oF 9

production of books and papers relevant Lo suci. investi-
ﬁationsﬁ

jnvestigpations each commissioner
ated agents shall have the
rnee and testimony of any

her person, and the

i The Seattle Ciwil Service Commission, pursuant to the rulemaking power

: given it by Article ¥VI, Section l, of the city charier, has prcmulg;at.ed civil |
service rules, among hich is rule i1 - Dismissals, which provides in pertinenh
part as follows: f 1
HThe dismissal of employses can La effected only :
as provided by the city charter and thess rules. The !
following are declared to be adenuate causes for dis-
missal, althougn dismissals may be pased upon the < i
*‘|I

causes other than those erumerated, namely:

(1) False statemenis o fraudulent conduet of
an applicarnt, examinee, eligitle or employee,
or such actions by others with his connivanteess-

{u) w411ful violation of amy lawful and reasonable
regulations, order or Jdirection made or given
by a superior of ficer where such viclation has

amounted Lo 4 nsubordination or serious breach
of proper discipline or has resulted in loss
or injury to the city or ito the publiCesessss

(&) Incompebency or inefficiency in the performance
of duties of his proper position.

anduct or language toward
officers or employees....

(7) Wantonly offensive
the publie oT fellow

- (12) An attempt to induce any employee of the city
L to commit act or acts n violation of an¥y lawiul
or reasonable depﬂ?%nﬂﬁLEL repulation.cesseeenes

(16) Willful ard

| & prisoner or on

anton brutality or eruelty toa
who is under arrest or sentence. ..

(18 Conduct unbecoming an employes of the cityeansons




.

i

Revised Code of Washingten &1 12,010 provides as follows:

_ “The provisions of this chapter shall have no application to cities and
E towns which at the present tine have provided for civil service in the police

; department or which shall subseguently provide for civil service in the police
department by local charier or other regulations which said local charter or
regulations substantially acco ish © purpose of this chapter, nor to cities
having police force of not mors than two persons including the chief of police. "

Hevised Ceode of Washington i41.12.0L0 (&) provides as follows:

&1 2The commission shall make investipgations concernlng and report upon

i all matters touching the enfurcement and effect of the provisions of this chapter,
X and the rules and regulations preseribed hereunder; inspect 211 institutions,

i departments, offices, places, positions and smployments affected by this chapter

. and ascertain whether this chapter and 211 such rules and regulations are being
obeyed. Such investigatlions may be made by the commission for that purpose.

Not only must these investizations be made by the commission as aforesaid, but

the commicssion must make like investigatlion on petition of a eitizen, duly

verified, stating that irrejularities ¢ busoe exist. or setbing forth in concise
o language, in writing, the necessii] L investipation. In the course of aguch

investigation the commission or d mmicsioner, or chief examiner, chall
have the power to administer paths, subpoera and require the attendance of
witnesses, and the producticn by then of books, papers, documents and accounts
appertaining to the investigatior and also to cause the deposition of witnesses
residing within or without the stote to be taken in the marner prescribed by law
for like depositions in eivil actions id superior court; and the caths administered

] hereunder and the subpoenas issued her under shall have the same force and effect

as the caths administered by the suporior court judge in his judicial capacity;

and the failure upon the part of any person SO subpoenaed to comply with the pro-

¢ visions of this section shall be deemed a wviclation of this chapter, and punisha-
“ able as such."
21 9.33.020 Oppression under color of iee, Lyery officer or perscn pretending
a8 to be such, wio unlawfully and maliriously, under pretense or color of official

authority shall:

(4) Do any act whereby another psrson ghall ke injured in
his person. property or T ghts, commits oppression, shall be
guilty of a nisdemeanss

(5) llo officer or person having the custody and control of the
bedy or liberty of a person under arrest shall refuse per-
mission to such arrestec persan to communicate with his
friends or with an aitorney, nor subject amy person under
arrest to any form of personal violence, intimidation,
indignity or thrests for the purpose of ‘extorting from such

: person ineriminatling statements or a confession. Any perseon

F violating the provisions of this section shall be pguilty of

i a misdemeanor

»
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BOOKING PRACTICES IN

CITY JAIL

second, provides in pertinent part as follows:

sct record
plaint upon which
: cription of 21l
gach prisoner.”

shell
and <

@ 8, showing

each arrest Was I3 it
property and money taken from

de, with a 1ist

By reason of this requirement t booking record is a public document.

# recent study of this record for the period January 1st to June 30th, 1963,

revealed flagrant abuses of authority on the pert af the police by arrests

for investigation n little suspected.

The study reveels that, sntrary to the wirement of law, the

normal booking practice, unless placed {nmediately, 18

4o leave blank on +the booking sheet the space pr vided for the crime the

[}

At some future time the blank is

prisoncr 1s accused of having con

then filled, but there is no indication on the booking record itself the

time elspsed between boolking the priscner and ecifying the charge. If

no charge is ever placed, the record is marke inv.& rel”, me

ning

H al

tinyestigated and releaged”.

ver, in ti

.ge instances where & charge is
eventially placed, it {5 inserted by hend, and thus it is not difficult to

identify those prisc

"spen charge! from the mass Oi pookings.
it is estimated thal there are Srom 2,000 to 5,000 of these handwritten
charges per year.

In sworn testimony given recently in tvo superior court trials by
the officer in charge of the city jail, and one of the jailers, the
gperation of incommunicado cells in the

Jail was described in detail. They

each testified in substance that all persons incarcerated in the city jeil

on "open charge” were placed in ce eells until a charge agalnst

them is written into the booking reccri. Until this is d

such a prisoner

is not alloved to make & telephone allowed to ses visitors.

2ial

A1l jail employe

that prisoners in

sn of the Jail

are to be permitt contact with the outgide if 1t can te preventerl.

Occasionally, such persons are gble to notify & friend on

s

_'.;
i
i

|




& lawyer, thet they ere in the jail, by sending a "kite" out by another

prisoner. In such a situation cne's ;-for the

prisoner is entirely at the

ttle, during the

period January 1 to June 30, 1963, 158

were thus held incommuni-

cado for investigation for periods of up to

and 2n released

without ever having been charged with any offense

whatsoever,

A do have o "crimlnal record" though. They have been arrested, bocked, finger-

printed and '"mugged". Fores

v afterward, during their lives when filling

out a form for any purpose which asks

: guestion "Have you ever been
arreated?”, they must answer "Yes".
Such an unlawful practice, together with its indelible errest record,

mist surely bulld up resentment

and disrespect for the law in the hearts

of the people affected.

HERTEH
g
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THE THVESTIGATICN OF POLICE ABUSE

PAST EVENTS §

s0 persistently

e

lo single

troublesome and unmanageable a6 hag been the effort

8ll over the nation to curh br

t officers

use by law enforce

fhis has been particulerly true of Seattls. In the only study of the problem

ever made for the Congress, the Wickersham Committes, in its report pub-

1ished in 1931, =ntitled "Lawlessness in Law Enforcement”, commented upcn

Seattle, as follows:

"The sevére beating of men on sfrest is reported by
relisble informents to be e usual practice, HMen have also
been beeten in the patrol wagons and s t ridden around
the city in police autorobiles and beaten thereip. After
arrival at the police staticn priscners have been
aggaulted in the booking 1, when they are nandcuffed
consequently incapable of any actlon that could excuse the
use of force by the officers.

e

"Although there is little evidence ot the third degree

being employed after a wan is bocked in his cell; contrary to
what has usually been found In other citics, there is evidente
that some of ti tings at the time of arrest, during trans-
portation, and in the booking rooms are given for the purpose

of 'breaking' s man and getting him to confess.

"Despite the statutes passed for the fr-LLc
vocking on 'open charges' and pr l)ugti

are said tc be frequent. It i
are customarily held for T2 &
longer. Iﬁoudnurb are related ns where men
without friends to look them up have been held incommmnicado for
ag long as two weeks, d from the sources the statement
comes that prisoners are held as long as the police 'can get away
with 1t.'"

igation, and often

itional Commission on Law
Observance and Enforcement,

Reports, Vol. IV, p. 149.

Wickersham

There is reason to believe that the publicatlon of

Committee's report may have influevsced our stete legislature to enact that

(%
\

gection of RCW 41.12.0 the Appendix. It is typical

of the magnitude of the pr

attempts to actually use

for in that statute.
Since that time, highly respected crganizations and individuals have

o investigate and report

vainly sought to have esgtabli

.
1
-
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i
on citizens® complaints ageinst policemen. Among such groups which have
persistently, year after yeer, met with, implored, heseached and begged
the several mayors and chiefs of police of Seattle to provide for scme
¢ impartial Investigatory process b The Seattle branch, FAARCP,
} | the Anti-Defamation League, the Seattle Urban league, the Civiec Unity
3 e Committes, the Christiasn Fr r ality, the Baptist Ministerial
% Allisnce and the Congress for Raciel Equality.
o
i In May, 1955, the frequency of complaints of police brutality, par-
|
i ticularly sgainst legroes, reached such proportions that former Mayor
2 Pomeroy eppointed an Advisory Commlttee on Police Practices to study the
matter and report to him on its findings. This committee, chaired by
2 John €. Leffler, Dean of S5t. Mark's Cathedral, met weekly for several i
- t
menths, investigating the problem as thoroughly es it could without legal :
é ; standing or power of subpoena. Its report of January 5, 1956, to Mayor
Pomeroy said in pert:
"Under Civil Service, the Police Department 45 in reality
s an autonomous branch of our city government responsible to no
one. The only thing the Mayor can do 4s to appoint the Chief
4 of Police with the consent of the Council and to remove him if
he wishes. His successor must be chosen from amopg the top i
three whe take an examination for the position. We are told that
advancement in the departn is not necessarily the result of
exceptional merit, but of the elepse of the reguired time and
o the ability to pass an examination. And no one can be discharged
13 i from the police force unless puilty of some flagrant viclation
i of the law.
i i

curity in one's Jjob, but it is

price of retarding the man who shows
reonality and leadership., And 1t
hin tihe department which is untouchable
ertoainly canmot be touched by any citizens'

This of course mekes
8 security purchased at tl
exceptional quelities of
also creates a hierarchy »
by Mayor or Council. 1% ¢
committee.

"G, We red
complainte be i 2d through i
composed of responsibvle citizens ane entative of the
Police Department., We further recommend that those bringing
complaints be advised oz to the disposition of them.,"

vthod for hendling
of & Hearing Board

is

Regrettably, 1t is now history that n

:h committee was sppointed,

but rather the contrary. The present Mayor in a letter dated August 1Bth.,

1964 to the Seattle branch, NAACP has

t before becoming mayor he




believed that a poli
his position he had

cannot be touched by

not toke long f
mAYOr to realize it. To refuse +o Trecoghlze that the Seattle Department
of Police 15 a PUwe -

%, a8 In all cages of unchecked
pover, there

lity.

e, would seem to

show that the

in Seattle,
During that pericd ali ALproac

H
o

dy this situation have been

exhausted. Tt repaing

e T A

to grant the prayer of the

Wwithin petition %

substantial justice to the citize

of
Seattle be restor

for an incumbent

o

| 1

|

| 1

1
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